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dT may well be ſaid that Henry IV. be- The acoomon 
gan his Reign at the Inftant King Rich- King Henry Iv. 
ard was committed Priſoner to the 
Tower; for we do not find that he ever 
did one Act of State afterwards *. The 
== new-cleted King did not claim the 
Crown by that Right only, „ ing it too ear ; 
but trumped up a much worſe Title to it, by drawing 
his Pedigree from Edmund, ſurnamed Crouchback, as 
eldeſt Son of King Henry III. when it was then, and is 
now, notorious, * the ſaid Edmund was only ſecond 
Son to Henry III. On the Day of his Coronation, 
however, he took more Strings to his Bow ; and by 
8 9 made, 1 — 2 of 
neland, Firſt, Conqueſt ; Secondly, uſe King 
8 _ -— that Dignity, and defigned _ | 
Vol. II. . Ox 


% The laſt that we find, in the Pablic 41, is dated at Wefminfier, 
September 20, the Day before he was fent to the Tower, | 
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King Ben) I for his Succeſſor; and, loft, Becauſe he was of the 7 
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Blood Royal, and next Heir Male ® unto King Richard, 
We ſhall not diſpute any further the Validity of an : 
of theſe Titles: The ſtrongeſt Arm then carried it; but 
there was another Perſon then in Being, who, after F 
the Death of King Richard without lde, had been 
ublickly proclaimed Heir Apparent to the Crown. 
His was Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, Son to 
Roger Mortimer, ſlain in Ireland, who was deſcended 
from Lionel Duke of Clarence, elder Brother to John 
Duke of Lancaſter, King Henry's Father, by his Mo- 
ther Phillipa, only Daughter and Heir to the ſaid Lionel. 
© And therefore, ſays another Hiftorian ©, the ſaid Ed- 
mund thought himſelf nearer Heir Male to the Succeſ- 
© fion of the Crown, as indeed he was, than he that, by 
© Colour of Right claiming it, carried it by Dint of 
© Sword.* But this Earl well conſidered that the Tor- 
rent of the Times was far too impetuous for him to with- 
Rand, and therefore wiſely withdrew himſelf from all 
public Affairs to his Caſtle and Barony of Miigmore, in 
Herefordſhire, where he lived a private Life for ſeyeral 
Years : For, as a modern Hiſtorian well obſerves, he 
had no other Way to ſecure his Repoſe, and even his 
Life, againſt the Suſpicions of a Prince whoſe Intereft 
it was to deſtroy him. And it was but too probable 
that the new King would embrace the firſt Occaſion to 
free himſelf from the Uneaſineſs which ſuch a Rival 
could create. 2 In 
But, let the Steps to the Throne have been ever ſo 
ſlippery and dangerous, Henry found himſelf (afely placed 
in it, and fortified there by the Sanction of the two 
Houſes of Parliament. Some Hiftorians have hinted, 
that the Lower Houſe was hardly brought to conſent 
to the Depoſition of the late King ; but at length was 
overawed by the Great-ones, to a Compliance with it ©, 
But this does not appear upon Record by the Proceedings 
of the next Parliament, which Henry had called, and 


: 2» was 
d Heres Malus, indeed, quoth Edmund Mortimer to his fecret Friends, 
and ſo is the Pirate to the Merchant, when he robbeth him of all he 
hath, Sir Jebs Haywerd, p. 99. | 
. «© Hal's Chronicle, Fol. X. ; 
4 Repin's Hiſtory of England, Fol. Edit. p. 434- | 
« © Sir Jebn Hayward. — Biondi's Hiſt, of the Civil Wars. p. 43. 
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was to meet at Veſiminſter on the 6th of October fol- King Henry 1V* 


= lowing. 
4 We have ſufficiently taken Notice what colluſive 
Doings had been acted in calling theſe two Parliaments, 
the latter of which was to meet ſix Days after the for- 
mer was diſſolved ; but were indeed the ſame individual 
Perſons, both in Lords and Commons, as the former f. 

The before modern Writer makes a juſt Reflection 
on this Piece of Chicanery, which we ſhall give in his 
own Words as follows : | 

To proceed according to Cuſtom, the Repreſenta- 
© tives muſt have been choſen anew. But Henry did 
© not think fit to run the Riſque of a leſs favourable Par- 
© liament than that which had ſo heartily eſpouſed his 
© Cauſe. He was contented therefore with impowering 
© the ſame Repreſentatives to make, with the Houſe of 
© Lords, a new Parliament under his Authority. I 
© ſhall not venture to decide, whether this Proceeding 
© was ſomewhat irregular, or authorized by any former 
© Precedent : But, be that as it will, the ſame Parlia- 
© ment met again on the gth of October ®, as if called 
© by the new King.” 

e ſhall now proceed to quote from more certain 
Authorities, which are the Records themſelves ; adver- 
tifing the Reader, that fince now Dr. Brady and Mr. 
Tyrrel are both filent, to avoid a Repetition of needleſs 
Notes, the Subſtance of Parliamentary Proceedings, in 
this and ſome ſucceeding Reigns, are wholly taken from 
o the Parliament Rolls, and what is called Sir Robert Cot- 
d ton's Abridgement of them; and, where any Matter is 
'0 advanced otherwiſe, the Authors ſhall then be noted. 
d, But it cannot be amiſs, in the Beginning of this Par- 
nt liament, to give the Names of the Peers ſummoned to 
it by the ſecond Writ, in Henry's Name : And as theſe, 
with the Peers called to the firſt, ſtand, in the Abridge- 
ment, on two- oppolite Pages, there is no Difference 
except in the Names of the Kin s; and, in the former, 
dir Thomas Erpingham is put as Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, which in the other he is not, The firſt Writ is 
thus directed, Rex [Richardus] &c. dilecto Conſanguines 
ſuo Henrico Duci Lancaſtriæ Salutem, &c. apud Weſt- 


kay * monaſterium 
f See Vol. I. p. 502, 825. 
t Rapin, Vol I. p. 484. He ſhould have ſaid the 6th, 
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A Parliament 


called at Ve- 


ninfter, 
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King Henry IV. monaſterium in Craſtino St. Michaelis proximo futuro. 


Te 
t 


idis 


irginis, 


Edmund Duke of York, 
Edward Duke of Albemarle, 
Thomas Duke of Surrey, 
obn Duke of Exeter, 
55 Marquis of Dorſet, 
homas de Beauchamp, Earl 
of Warwick. 
Aubrey de Vere, Earl of 
Oxford, 
Devon, 
Fohn de Montacute, Earl of 


Sarum, 


- 


Thars Parcte. Tel of Nov- 


tbumberland, 

Edmund Earl of Stafford, 

Michael de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffolk, 

Thomas de Percie, Earl of 
W. or. ce/t er, 

Thomas le Deſpenſer, Earl 
of Glouceſler, 

Ralph Nevile, Earl of 

e/lmoreland, 


Themas Lord de Camois, 


obn Lord Bourchier, 

obhn Lord Charleton, de 
Powys, 
William Lord Clinton, 
Thomas _ * la Ware, 
St hen ? cr ope 'y of 

Dahon, 


4 « 


b There is a Miſtake in Dugdale's 


e Rege apud Ceftriam xxix. Die Auguſti. 
other is, Rex ¶ Henricus] c. Henrico Duci Lancaſtriæ 
Filio foo] Sc. apud Weſtmonaſterium, in Feſto Sant. 
] — Die Octobris, 1399. 7%e Rege 
apud Weſtmonaſterium, 30 Septembris. 
the Names and Titles of the Peers“. 


The 


Next follow 


William Lord Roos, of 

Hamlake, | 
Henry Lord Fitz- Hugh, % 
William Lord Ferrers, of 

Groby, : 
Thomas Lord Morley, 
Richard Lord Scrope, 
Hugh Lord Burnel, 1 
Thomas Lord Berkeley, of 

Berkeley, 

obn Lord Welles, 

hilip Lord Deſpenſer, 
Almaric Lord St. Amand, 
Ralph Lord Cromwell, 
Ralph Lord Lumley, 
Ralph Lord Greylock, 
Robert Lord Harrington, 
Jahn Lord Darcy, 

alter Lord Pitz-Walter, 
William Lord Willoughby, 

obn Lord Cobham, 

illiam Lord Dacre, 
William Lord Nevile, of 

Hallamſbire, 
Richard Lord Seymore, 
William Beauchamp, Lord 

Bergavenny, 


Jobn Lord Lovell, of Tich- 
marſh, 
Richard Lord Grey, of Co- 


donore, 


Reginald 


Summons to Parliement, in placing 


the Writs for calling a Parliament at Tork the firſt Year of thliis King, 
infead of the Mond; and putting it before this Parliament at Venia || 


fer, as the Dates of the Writs themſelves will evidently ſhew, 
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Ruthin, Wormgay, 
Robert Lord Scales, Peter Lord Mauley. 


On Monday, being the 6th of October, theſe Peers, 
with the Biſnops and Commons of England, being aſ- 
ſembled in the Great Hall at Vetminſter, and the new 
King placed in the Royal Throne, by his Command 
Thomas Arundele, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, declared, 


That this Parliament was ſummoned by King Rich- The Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury 


8 informs them of 
© Summons was annulled and made void by the accept- King Richard's 


© ard, to be held the Tueſday next before; which 


4 . Reginald Lord Grey, of Thomas Lord Bardelf, of King Henry IV * 


© ing of the Renunciation of the ſaid King Richard, Depoſition. 


and depoſing of him; which was done the fame Day 
© in the Preſence of the King, Lords, and Commons, 
© as by the Proceſs hereafter to be read would appear. 

He then told them, That this moſt famous Realm, 
© abounding in all Felicities, had been long governed 
© by Children and young Counſellors, and would ut- 
© terly have been ruined and waſted, had not God ſent 
© a wiſe and diſcreet Man to govern the ſame, who 
© meant, by God's Help, to be governed himſelf by 
© the wiſe and old Heads of the Realm.” 

After this he took for his Text theſe Words out of 
Maccabees, Incumbit nobis ordinare pro Regno, i. e. It is 
the King's Will to be governed by the honourable, diſcreet, 


and ſage Men — Realm, and by their common Conſent ; 
and not by his 


Ul or Humour to rule the ſume. He fur- 
ther laid great Streſs on this, That this Nation, of 
any under the Sun, might beſt ſupport and live with- 
© in itſelf, alledging for Authority this Adage, Quod 
* inter Regna, hoc Principatum tenet. | 

To theſe he added, That to every good Govern- 
ment three Things were required; Firſi, Juſtice; next, 
© That the Laws thould be duly obſerved; and, /a/tly, 
That every Degree of Men, in their ſeveral Voca- 
tions, ſhould be encouraged and protected. He brought 
many Reaſons why this Nation ought to be well go- 
verned, and ſaid, That their new King intended ſtrict- 
ly to obſerve theſe three Points.” | 

He concluded with acquainting them, * That Henry, 
their King and Lord, meant to be crowned on the 
© Monday following, after which he would wholly ad- 
A 3 _—_ 


[6] 
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King Henry IV. © dict himſelf to the Care of the Commonwealth; and 
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6 defired the Commons that they would conſent. to have 


© the Parliament continued or adjourned to the Tueſday Mi 
following.“ After this Harangue was ended, Henry 


Percie, Earl of Northumberland, and Conſtable of Eng- 


land, demanded of the Lords and Commons, whether 4 


they would agree to this Continuance ; who, being all 
and (everally examined, conſented thereto, 

Then the Receivers and Triers of Petitions for Eng- | 
land, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, were appointed, 
with thoſe for Gaſcoigny, and other Places beyond the 
Seas, with the Iſles. ; 3 

The next Thing they went upon, was to read the 
Record of the Renunciation of King Richard II. witng 
their Acceptance of the ſame, and the Depoſition of the 
ſaid King, as follows : N 


The Roll of Parliament ſummoned and holden at Weſt- | 
minſter, on the Feaf} of St. Faith the Virgin, in the fir/? 
Year of the Reign of King Henry IV. after the Con- 
gueſt, Membrane xx. 


Tbe Record and Proceſs of the Renunciation of King 


Richard II. 2 the Conqueſt, and likewiſe the Ac- |} 
ceptance of the ſame Renunciation, with the Depoſi- | 
tion of the ſame King Richard afterwards enſuing \. 


c E it remembered, that, on Monday the Feaſt of 
6 St. Michael the Archangel, in the 23d Year of 
the Reign of King Richard II. the Lords Spiritual and 
< Temporal, and other Perſons of Note; that is to ſay, 
© the Lord Richard le Scrope Archbiſhop of York, John 
© Biſhop of Hereford, Henry Earl of Northumberland, and 
© Ralph Eail of Wy/tmoreland; the Lord Hugh de Burnel, 
© Thomas Lord de Berkeley, the Prior of Canterbury with 
© the Abbot of Weſtminſler, William Thyrning, Knight, 
and Jahn Markham, Juſtices ; Thomas Stow and Job 
© Burbache, Doctors of Laws, Thomas de Erpingham 
* and Themas Gray, Knights, William de Feryby and 
Dio- 

i It was printed, from an atteſted Copy in the original Languages, by 
Sir Roger Twoiſden, at the End of his Edition of the Decem Scriptores 
e of th Life end .. of Richard Il. by « Perſon of Reality. bve 
Lond: 168 1. p. 192, Cc. and compared with che Orad on the Rolls of 
arlament. 
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« of ſeveral of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
of the Judges and others, ſkilful as well in the Civil 
and Canon Law, as in the Laws of the Realm, aſ- 
«* ſembled at Weſtminſter in the uſual Place of Council, 
did, about Nine of the Clock, come to the Preſence of 
© the ſaid King, being within the Tower of London: 
And it being recited before the ſaid King, by the ſaid 
© Earl of Northumberland, in the Behalf of all the reſt 
© beforenamed, fo as aforeſaid joined with him, how the 
« ſaid King heretofore at Conway in North-Males, being 
© at Liberty *, did promiſe unto the Lord Thomas Arch- 
© biſhop of Canterbury, and the Earl of Northumberland, 
that he would yield up and renounce the Crown of 
© England and France, and his Regal Majeſty, for Cauſes 
of his Inability and Infſufficienty, there by the faid 
© King himſelf confeſſed, and that in the beſt Manner 
© 2nd Form the ſame could be done, as Counſel learned 
* ſhould beſt order; the ſaid King, before the ſaid Lords 
© and others above-named, hereunto benignly anſwered, 
© That he would, with Effect, accompliſhwhat before in 
© that Behalf he had promiſed ; but deſired to have ſome 
© Diſcourſe with his Couſins, Henry Duke of Lancaſter, 
© and the ſaid Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, before he 
« fulfilled ſuch his Promiſe. 

* Afterwards, the ſame Day after Dinner, the ſaid 
King, much affecting the coming of the ſaid Duke of 
* Lancaſter, and having long waited for him, at laſt the 
© ſaid Duke of Lancaſter, the Lords, and others above- 
© named, and alſo the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
did come to the Preſence of the ſaid King in the Tower 
* aforeſaid; the Lords de Roos, de Hillougbby, and de Ber- 


* gavenny, and very many others, being then there pre- 


« ſent; and after the ſaid King had had Diſcourſe with the 
© faid Duke of Lancaſter and Archbiſhop, exhibiting a 
* merry Countenance here and there amongſt them to Part 


thereof, as appeared to thoſe that ſtood round about, 


at laſt the ſaid King, calling to him all that were there 
© preſent, did publickly ſay before them, That he was 
© ready to make the Renunciation, and to renounce and 


* yecede 


© See Vol, J. p. 501, 526, in ſua Libertate oxifiens, Cc. Rot. Parl. 
1 Henry IV. N. 10. 


þ © | © Dionyſius Lapham, Public Notaries, firſt deputed King Retry IV 
AF | © to the Act undet-written, by the Aſſent and Advice 
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Kiag Ham V. c recede according to the Promiſe by bim made as aforeſaid, 
* and fo forth, although, as was ſaid unto him, he 
© might have made ſome Deputy to have ſerved as the 
© Organ of his Voice, for avoiding ſo tedious a Labour 
© as the reading of the ſaid Ceſſion and Renunciation, 
© reduced by others into a Schedule of Parchment ; yet 
© the ſaid King, very willingly as appeared, and with a 
6 3 Countenance, holding the ſaid Schedule in his 
Hand, ſaid, That he himſelf would read it, and diftint- | 
q Y read the ſame through; and alſo did abſolve all his 
© Liege People, and renounce, and recede, and ſwear, and 
< other Things did ſay and pronounce in Reading, and 
«© did ſubſcribe it with his own Hand, as is more fully 
c — in the ſaid Schedule; the Tenor whereof is 
c 


| The Form of K. IN the Name of God, Amen. I Richard, by the Grace 
oa f — of God, King of England and France, and Lord of 
— Ireland, do abſolve the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and other 
Prelates of Churches, Secular or Regular, of whatſoever 
Dignity, Degree, State, or Condition they be ; the Dukes, 
Marguiſſes, Earls, Barons, Vaſſals, and Valuaſors, and 

. all and every my Liege People whatſoever, Eccleſiaſtics 
or Seculars, F all the ſaid Kingdoms and Dominions, by 

what Name ſoever they are known, from the Oath of 

Fealty and Homage, and other Oaths whatſoever to me 

made, and from all Bond or Tye of Liegance, Royalty, 

and Dominion, whereby they have been or are obliged, or 
otherwiſe in any Manner b:und unto me. And I do free, 

releaſe, and acquit them and their Heirs and Succeſſors for 

ever, from the ſaid Oaths and other Obligations * 

ever. And I do diſmiſs them free, unlooſen, quit, and in 

Full Immunity, as far as relates to my Perſon, to every 

191 Effeft of Law which may follow from the Premiſſes, or 
any of them. And I do purely, of my own Accord, ſimply 

and abſolutely, in and by the beſt Manner, Way, and Form 

that may be in theſe Writings, renounce and totally re- 

fign all Kingly Dignity and Majeſly, and the Crown, and 
Deminion, and Power of the ſaid Kingdoms and Domi- 

nions, and all other my Dominions and Poſſeſſions, or any 

way belonging or appertaining unto me, by what Name 

foever they may be reckoned up within the aforeſaid 
Kingdoms, or elſewhere ; and all Right and — of 

g 
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ine 1 have had, now have, or by any Means fhall have, 
3 er to the ſame, or any of them, with their univerſal 
"Rights and Appurtenances, or any Dependencies however 
Ir them, or any of them : And alſo the Rule and Govern- 
4 ent of the ſaid Kingdoms and Dominions, and their Aa- 
iniſſration, and all Manner of meer and mixt Empire 
and Juriſdiction to me in the ſaid Kingdoms belonging, or 
that may be belonging ; and to the Name of King, and the 
Honour, Regality, and Celſitude Royal, purely, voluntarily, 
imply, and abſolutely, by the befl Manner, Way, and Form 
that the ſame can be done in theſe Writings, I do renounce, 
and them ds totally reſign, and in Deed and in Ward diſ- 
miſs and quit the ſame, and from them do recede for ever. 
Saving to my Succeſſors, Kings of England, the Rights to 
them or any of them belonging, or that ſhall any way be- 
long, in the ſaid Kingdoms or Dominions, and all other 
the Premiſſes for ever. And I do confeſs, acknowledge, 
repute, and truly, and out of certain Knowledge, do judge 
myſelf to have been, and to be, utterly inſufficient and un- 
72 for the Rule and Government of the ſaid Kingdoms 
and Dominions, with all their Appurtenances ; and that 
for my notorious Demerits 1 deſerve to be depoſed. And I 
do ſwear upon theſe Holy Goſpels of God, by me corporally 
touched, that I will never act contrary to the ſaid Reſigna- 
tion, Renunciation, Diſmiſſion, and Ceſſion ; nor any way 
oppoſe the = in Deed or in Word, by myſelf or any 
other or others : Nor will, as much as in me lies, permit 
the ſame publickly or privately to be contraried or oppoſed ; 
but the ſaid Renunciation, Reſignation, Diſmiſſion, and 
Ceſſion, will for ever eſteem ratified and well-pleaſing, 
and firmly hold and obſerve the ſame in the whole and 


in every Part. So God me help, and theſe Holy Goſpels 
of God. 


J, the before-named King Richard, do here ſubſcribe 
myſelf with my own Hand. | 


And preſently to the ſaid Renunciation and Ceſſion, 
© the ſaid King added, by Word of Mouth, Tat if it 
lay in his Power the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter ſhould ſuc- 
* ceed him in his Kingdom : But becauſe, as he ſaid, this 
* did not depend on his Pleaſure, he did requeſt = — 

rch- 


® Right and Title, Poſſeſſion and Dominion, which at any King Henry IV. 


101 


10 


King Ha IV.. Archbiſhop of York, and Biſhop of Hereford, whom Y 
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© he, for that Time, had conſtituted his Procurators, to 
© declare and intimate ſuch his Ceſſion and Renunciation 


© to the States of the Kingdom, That they would be 


© pleaſed to fignify to the People bis Mill and Intention 


< in that Behalf. And, in Token of ſuch his Will and *Wf 


Intention, did, then and there, openly pluck off the 


© put it upon the Finger of the {id Duke of Lancaſter, 


< defiring, as he aiiracd, That the ſame might be made | 
© known to all the Sta, t'» Kingdom. Which be- 
© ing done, taking their L on both Sides, they all 


went out of the ſaid Tower, < return to their Lodg- 


4 8. | 
"<But on the Morrow, viz. Tueſday, the Feaſt of St. 


- 4 « 


= 
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Jerome, in the Great Hall at Veſiminſter, in the Place 
© honourably prepared for holding the Parliament, the 
© ſaid Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, and the Duke 
©. of Lancafler, and other Dukes and Lords, as well | 
Spiritual as Temporal, whoſe Names are under-writ- | 
© ten, and the Commons of the faid Kingdom, aſſembled 


© in a great Multitude in Parliament, being preſent, and 


© the ſaid Duke of Lancafter being ſeated in a Place due 


© to his Quality, and the Chair of State ® being ſolemn- 


© ly adorned with Cloth of Gold, but then empty, with- | 


© out any Perſon whatever preſiding therein; the above- 
named Archbiſhop of York, in the Name of himſelf, 
and of the ſaid Biſhop of Hereford, according to the 


« fjon and Renunciation to have been ſo made by him 
< as aforeſaid, with the Subſcription of his Royal H 
© and Delivery of his Signet. And the ſaid Ceſſion and 


Onder of the ſaid King, did publickly declare the Ceſ- 


and, 


Renunciation did there cauſe to be read by another, 


« firſt in Latin, and then in Engliſh. 

« Immediately after which it was demanded of the 
« Eftates and. People there preſent, to wit, firſt of the 
* Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to whom, by reaſon of the 


£ Dignity and Prerogative of his Metropolitan Church | 


© of Canterbury, it belongs in this Behalf to have the 


© firſt Voice amongſt the reſt of the Prelates and No- 
© bles of the Realm, /Yhether, for their Intereſt and 
* the Utility of the Kingdom, they would be pleaſed to ad- 


m Or Royal Throne, 


mit 


n 


. 


© Golden Ring of his Signet from his own Finger, and 
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nit ſuch Renunciation and Ceſien. And the ſaid States King Henry IV. 
0 i and People, judging from the Cauſes by the ſaid Kin 
TY eople, Shad " 
n i himſelf, in his Renunciation and Ceffion aforeſaid, 
be I ſignified that the ſame was very expedient, did each 
un an ſingly by himſelf, and in common with the 
d people, unanimouſly admit the ſaid Ceflion and Re- 


nunciation. 
After which Admiſſion, it was then and there pub- 
< lickly declared, That, beſides ſuch Ceffion and Renun- 
© ciation, ſo as aforeſaid admitted, it would be very ex- 
© pedient and profitable to the Kingdom, for the re- 
moving of all Scruples, and taking away ſiniſter Suſ- 
© picions, that very many Crimes and Defects by the 
< ſaid King, about the ill Governance of his Kingdom, 
© very often committed, reduced into Writing by way 
© of Articles, by reaſon of which, as himſelt affirmed 
© in the Ceſſion by him made, he was defervedly to be 
© depoſed, ſhould be publickly read and declared to the 
People: And fo the greateſt Part of the ſaid Articles 
© were then and there read through. The Tenor of 
© all which Articles is ſuch. 

But yet in the Roll, before the Articles, there are firff 

theſe Words. ; 

Here followeth the Form of the Oath that is uſed 
© and accuſtomed to be taken by the Kings of England, 
© at their Coronation ; which the Archbiſhop of Canter- 


f, * bury hath uſed to require and receive from the ſaid 
Ie Kings, as in the Books of the Pontifical of the Arch- 
[- © biſhops and Biſhops is more fully recorded. 

m Which Oath Richard II. after the Conqueſt of 
* == © England, did take at his Coronation; and the ſame 
] 


was adminiſtred by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and [I 12 } 
the very ſame Oath the King afterwards repeated, as | 
© in the Rolls of the Chancery may more fully be found 
of Record. 

* Thou ſhalt keep to the Church of God and People en- 
tire Peace and Concord in God, according to thy Power. 


The King ſhall anſwer, I will keep them. 

ie © Thou Halt in all r en cauſe to be done equal 
d- | and right Fuſlice and Diſcretion, in Mercy and in 
d 3 * Truth, according to thy Power. He ſhall anſwer, J 
'- BY © will /o do. 


Jeu deſt grant the juſt Laws and Cuſtoms, as ſhall 
be 
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King Penry IV. © be held, and doſt promiſe the ſame ſhall by thee be pro- 
© tefted, and, for the Honour of God, corroborated, qua 
c elegerit, which the People ſhall chuſe, to the ut 

5 moſt of thy Power. He ſhall anſwer, / do ſo grant 


© and promiſe. 


© To the aforeſaid Queſtions, ſuch others are added 
© as ſhall be juſt; and all Things being ſo pronounced, 
© the King, by his own Oath on the Altar, before all the 
Aſſembly, confirms and promiſes that he will keep 


© and obſerve the ſame.” 


Then follow the Objections or Articles againſt the I 


King, touching his Depoſition. 


IAtrimis, It is objected againſt King Richard, That 

whereas, by reaſon of his ill Government, viz. His 

ving away the Goods and Poſſeſſions belonging to his 
—— and that to Perſons unworthy ; and his indiſ- 
creet ſquandering the ſame away otherwiſe, and to that 
End impoſing, without Cauſe, Collections and other 
grievous Burdens on his People, more than they were 
able to bear; and alſo innumerable other Evils by his 
Aſſent and Command perpetrated, there were, by the 
whole Parliament, certain Prelates and others, Tempo- 
ral Lords, elected and aſſigned, who might, with all 
their Power, and at their own Charges, faithfully la- 


bour about the juſt Government of the Realm: Yet the 


King cauſing a Conventicle to be held by him, with his 


Accomplices, the ſaid Lords, as well Spiritual as Tem- 


al, ſo occupied about the Safety and Profit of the 


33 did propoſe to impeach of High Treaſon, 
and did violently draw the Judges of the Kingdom, for 
Fear of Death and corporal Tortures, to ſuch his wicked 
* moſt vigorouſly ſtriving to deſtroy the ſaid 
rds n. 
II. The faid King lately, at Shretuſbury, cauſed ſeveral, 


and the grout Part, of the Judges to come before him 


and his Favourites privately in a Chamber, and, by Me- 
naces, and various Terrors, and ſuch Aﬀrightments as 
might fall even upon Men of conſtant Reſolutions, did 
induce, cauſe, and compel them ſeverally to anſwer cer- 


tain Queſtions there propounded, on the Behalf of the 


King, 
m Vol. I. p. 460, 486. | 


f ENGLAND. 


. 


Ind againſt their Will, and otherwiſe than they would 
* ZH ave.anſwered, had they been at Liberty and unforced. 
2 By Colour of which Anſwers, the ſaid King purpoſed to 


ave proceeded afterwards to the Deſtruction of Thomas 


0 uke of Glouceſter, and the Earls of Arundele and War- 
3, iet, and other Lords, againſt whoſe Deeds and Beha- 
je Viour the ſaid King was much incenſed, chiefly becauſe 
-p I they deſired the ſaid King to be under good Guidance; 


but, Providence withſtanding it, by the Reſiſtance and 
XX Power of the ſaid Lords, the King was not able to bring 
IE ſuch his Deſign to Effect l. CES 
11. When the Lords Temporal, defending themſelves, 
had withſtood his Malice and Fraud, and the ſaid King 
had prefixed a Day for _ his Parliament to do 
them, and other Inhabitants of the Realm, Juſtice in 
that Behalf, and the ſaid Temporal Lords were quietly 
and peaceably gone home, and at Reſt in their Houſes, 
in Hope and Confidence of the ſaid Parliament, the Kin 


© 1 

c ſecretly ſent the Duke of Ireland with his Letters an 
. Standard towards Cheſter, and there gathered Multitudes 
3 in Arms, and cauſed them to riſe againſt the ſaid Lords, 
„the Nobles of the Kingdom, and Servants of the State, 


publickly erecting his Standard againſt the Peace which 
he had ſworn to keep; from whence Slaughters of 
Men, Captivities, Diſſentions, and other infinite Miſ- 
chiefs, did enſue throughout the whole Kingdom ; by 
which Act he became guilty of Perjury * | 

IV. Although the ſaid King had, in full Parliament, 
and by the Aſſent thereof, pardoned the ſaid Duke of 
Glouceſter, and Earls of Arundele and Warwick, and all 
their Aſſiſtants and others, all Offences ; and had, for 
many Years, ſhewn Signs of Peace and Love to the ſaid 
Duke and Earls, and to the reſt appeared with a pleaſant 
and _ Countenance ; yet the ſaid King always and 
continually bearing Gall in his Heart, did at laſt, taking 


an Opportunity, cauſe the ſaid Duke of Glouce/ter, the 
Uncle of him the ſaid King, and alſo the Son of Edward 
the late King of England, of happy Memory, and Con- 
ſtable of England, then humbly going to meet the ſaid 
King, in ſolemn Proceſſion, and the faid Earls of Arun- 
delt and Warwick, to be taken and arreſted, and him 
the 


a Vol. I. p. 483, 309. bid. p. 488, 614. 


= 


King, — Laws of his Kingdom, beſides King Henry IV. 
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Lag Henry IV. the ſaid Duke out of the Kingdom of England, to the 
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Town of Calais, did cauſe to be led, and there impri- 
foned, and under the Cuſtody of the Earl of Nottingham, 
one of the Appellors of the ſaid Duke, detained, and 
without Anſwer, or any lawful Proceſs whatſoever, did 
inhumanly and cruelly cauſe to be ſuffocated, ſtrangled, 


and murdered: And the Earl of Arundele, though he 
pleaded as well the general Pardon, as a Pardon after- 
wards to him ſpecially granted, and deſired Juſtice to 

be done him, yet, in his Parliament, encompaſſed with 


armed Men, and innumerable Archers of the People by 


him gathered to that Purpoſe by preſſing, did damnably 
cauſe to be beheaded : And the Earl of Warwick and Lord 
Cobbam did commit to perpetual Impriſonment, wick- . 
edly and againſt Juſtice, and the Laws of his Kingdom, 
and his expreſs Oath, confiſcating their Lands and Te- 
nements, as well Fee-Simple as Fee-Tail, from them 
and their Heirs, and giving the ſame to their Appellors ?, 
V. At the ſame Time that the King in bis Parlia- 
ment cauſed the Duke of Glouce/ter, and Earls of Arun- 
dele and Warwick, to be adjudged, that he might more 
freely exerciſe his Cruelty upon them, and accompliſh n 


his injurious Will in other Matters, he gathered to him- 


ſelf a great Multitude of MalefaQtors of the County of - 
Cheſter, of whom ſome. paſſing with the King thro' the 


Kingdom, as well within the King's Palace as without, 
did cruelly kill the Liege Subjects of the Kingdom, and 
ſome they beat and wounded, and did plunder the Goods 
of the People, and refuſe to pay for their Victuals, and 


did raviſh and violate their Wives and other Women ; I : 
and though there were grievous Complaints, of ſuch 


their Exceſſes, brought to the Hearing of the ſaid King, 
yet the ſaid King did not regard to cauſe Juſtice to be 
done, or any Remedy thereupon, but did favour the ſaid 
Troops in ſuch their Evil-doings, truſting in them and 
their Guard, againſt all others of his — for 
which Cauſe the faithful People of his Kingdom had 
Matter of Commotion and Indignation 4. 
VI. Although the faid King, by his Writs, cauſed 
Proclamation to be made throughout the whole King- 
dom, that he had cauſed his Uncle the Duke of Glau- 
ceſter, and the Earls of Arundele and Farwick, to be 


taken 


Vol. I. p. 469, 495, Cc. 4 Did. p. 488, 514. 
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the Axen and arreſted, not for any A— or Troop- King Henry IV, 
ri- gs by them formerly made within the Kingdom of 
m, Fugland, but for very many Extortions, Oppreſſions, 

nd Fd other Things by them afterwards done and perpe- 

lid Fated againſt his oyalty and Kingly Majeſty; and 

2d, at it was not his Intention that any of the Family of 

he Ihe ſaid Duke and Earls, or of their Followers, at the 

r- rime of ſuch Aſſembling and Trooping, ſhould for that 

to MDOccaſion be moleſted or ieved; yet the ſaid King 

th t laſt, in his Parliament, did not impeach the ſaid Lords 

dy or Extortions, Oppreſſions, or any ſuch Matters; but, 

ly Wor the Aſſemblings and Troopings aforeſaid, did adjudge 


nem to Death; and very many of the Family of the 
aid Lords, and others who were following them at 
the Time of ſuch their Aſſembling and Trooping, he 
aid, for Fear of Death, force to make Fine and Ran- 
om, as Traitors or Rebels; to the great Deſtruction 


fraudulently, and maliciouſly deceive the faid Lords and 
their Domeſtics, and the People of his Kingdom. 

e VII. After very many of thoſe Perſons, ſo making 
ine and Ranſom, had obtained of the King his Letters 
Patent of full Pardon in the Premiſſes, they could not 
f *Feap any Commodity by ſuch Letters of Pardon, till 
> "they had made new Fines and Ranſoms for ſaving of 
„ heir Life, whereby very many were impoveriſhed ; 
ich was a great Derogation and Diſhonour to the 
Name and State of a King. 

VIII. In the laſt Parliament held at Shrewſbury, the 
aid King, purpoſing to oppreſs his People, ſubtilly pro- 
cured, and cauſed it to be granted, That the Power of 
be Parliament, by the Conſent of thi States of this King- 
dom, ſhould remain in certain Perſons, to determine, after 
"EF the Diffolution of the Parliament, certain Petitions in the 
/i Parliament exhibited, but then not diſpatched. By 
Colour of which Grant, the Perſons ſo deputed pro- 
ceeded to other Things generally touching that Parlia- 
ment : And this, with the Will of the King, in Dero- 
gation of the State of Parliament, and the great Damage 
of the whole Kingdom, and pernicious Example. And 
that they might ſeem to have ſome Colour and Autho- 
rity for ſuch their Doings, the King cauſed the Parlia- 
ment 


r Vol, I. g. 466, 492. 


of a great Number of his People: And ſo he did ſubtilly, 
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ment Rolls to be altered and blotted at his Pleaſure, 
againſt the Effect of the ſaid Grant *. x 
IX. Notwithftanding the ſaid King at his Coronation 
had ſworn, That, in all his Judgments, he would cauſe to 
be done equal and right Juſtice and Diſcretion, in Mercy © 
and Truth, according to his Power ; yet the ſaid King ri- 
gorouſly, without all Mercy, did, amongſt other Things, 
ordain, under grievous Penalties, that none ſhould ſue 
for any Favour, or intercede with the ſaid King, for 
Henry Duke of Lancaſter, being baniſhed ; — the 
ſaid King did act againſt the Bond of Charity, raſhl7 
violating his Oath aforeſaid *. Fs 
X. Although the Crown of the Kingdom of England, 
and the Rights of the ſaid Crown, and the Kingdom it- | 
ſelf, have, in all Time paſt, been ſo free, that our Lord 
the Pope, nor any other without the Kingdom, ought * 
to concern himſelf about the ſame ; yet the aforeſaid 
King, for the Corroboration of ſuch his erroneous Sta- 
tutes, did make Supplication to our Lord the Pope, that 
he would confirm the Statutes ordained in his laſt Par- 
liament ; whereupon our Lord the Pope granted his 
Apoſtolic Letters, in which grievous Cenſures are de- 
nounced againſt any that ſhould preſume in any Thing 
to act contrary to the ſaid Statutes ; all which are well 
known to tend againſt the Crown and Royal Dignity, and 
againſt the Statutes and Liberties of the ſaid Kingdom.. 
XI. Although the Lord Henry, now Duke of Lan- 
caſter, by the King's Command, had preferred his Bill 
touching the State and Honour of the King, againſt the 
Duke of Norfolk, and the ſame had duly proſecuted, 
ſo that, according to the King's Order, he had exhibit- 
ed himſelf in all Points prepared for the Combat; and 
the ſaid King had declared, that the ſaid Duke of Lan- 
cafter had honourably performed his Devoir as much as 
in him lay, and this by a Decree publickly proclaimed 
before all the People aſſembled at the ſaid Combat: 
Yet the ſaid King, without any legal Reaſon whatſoever, 
did cauſe and command the ſaid Duke to be baniſhed |} 
for ten Years, againſt all Juftice, and the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of this — and the Law of War in that 
Behalf, thereby damnably incurring Perjury *. 
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Letters Patent, to the Lord Henry, now Duke of 
ncaſber, that, in his Abſence, whilſt he was baniſhed, 
General Attornies might | oma for Livery to him 

be made of all Manner of Inheritance or Succeflions 
longing unto him, and that his Homage ſhould be re- 
ited, paying a certain reaſonable Fine; he injuriouſſy 


a revoke the ſaid Letters Patent, againſt the Laws of 


e Land, thereby incurring the Crime of Perjury *. 
XIII. Notwithſtanding that it was enacted, That 
= ery Year the Officers of the King, with his Juſtices 
Id others of the King's Council, ſhould chuſe Sheriffs 
r all the Counties of England, and name them to our 
ord the King, according as to their Diſcretion and Con- 
ience ſhould ſeem expedient, for the Good and Utility 
che Kingdom; the faid King hath cauſed Perſons to 
> made Sheriffs, not ſo nominated or elected, but others 
cording to the Capricio's of his Pleaſure, ſometimes 
ao Favourites or Creatures, and ſometimes ſuch as he 
ew would not oppoſe his Humour, for his own and 
ners private Advantage, to the great Grievance of his 
Fe ople, and againſt the Laws of his Kingdom, thereby 
S coriouſly incurring he 1. | as 
XIV. At ſuch Time as the aforeſaid King requeſted, 
ad had of very many Lords and others of his Kingdom, 
ers Sums of Money, by Way of Loan, to be paid 
in at a certain Term; mt mere Kon ſaid King 
—Mbfully promiſed, by his ſeveral Letters Patent, to the 
Wcral Perſons of whom he borrowed the ſaid Monies, 
"Wat, at the Term limited as aforeſaid, he would repay 
e ſame, yet he did not fulfil ſuch his Promiſe, nor are 


ss are much aggrieved, and not only they, but many 

bers of the Kingdom repute the King unfaithful. 

=— XV. Whereas the King of England, by the Revenue 
his Kingdom, and the Patrimony belonging to his 
Wrown, is able to live honeſtly, without the Oppreſſion 


ich the Charge of Wars; yet the ſaid King, in a Man- 
rr for his whole Time, during the Truces between the 
ingdom of England and its Adverſaries, hath not only 
ven away a great, yea indeed the greateſt, Part of his 


Vol. II. B ſaid 
a Vol, I, p. 497, 52% b Did. p. 406, 432. 


ey yet ſatisfied the ſaid Monies ; whereby ſuch Credi- 


his People, as long as the Kingdom is not burdened 


'v 1 XII. After the ſaid King had graciouſly granted, by King Henry 


[18] 
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King Henry IV. ſaid Patrimony, and this to unworthy Perſons ; but alſo Mk 
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hath further impoſed on his Subjects ſo many Burdens q 
of Monies granted, as it were every Year of his Reign, 
that re. he hath extremely and too exceſſively op- 
preſſed his People, to the Impoveriſhment of his Ling. 
dom; not converting the Goods ſo levied to the Com- 
modity and Profit of the Kingdom of England, but pro- 
digally ſquandering it away for the Oſtentation of his 
Name, and in Pomp and Vain-Glory ; whilſt great 
Sums of Money are owing in his Kingdom for the Vic. 4 
tuals of his Houſhold, and other Things bought, tho' 


1 


1 
| 


he hath abounded with Riches and Treaſures more than % 


4 


any of his Progenitors. - 
XVI. The ſaid King, not willing to keep or protect ⁵⁶ 
the juſt Laws and Cuſtoms of his Kingdom, but accord- 
ing to his arbitrary Will to do whatſoever ſhould occur 
to his Deſires, ſometimes, and very often, when the YA 
Laws of his Kingdom have been expounded and decla- I 
red to him by the Judges and others of his Council, and 
that they have deſired that he would do Juſtice accord- 
ing to thoſe Laws, hath expreſly, and with an angry 
and haughty Countenance, ſaid, That his Laws were in I 
his Mouth; and ſometimes, That they were in hi: 
Breaſt ; and, That be himſelf alone could make and chang: ³ä 
the Laws of his Kingdom: And, being ſeduced with that 
Opinion, did not ſuffer Juſtice to be done to very many iſ 
of his Liege People; but, by Threats and Terrors, hath 
forced very many to ceaſe the Proſecution of com- 
be 
4 


mon Juſtice. : 

XVII. That after certain Statutes had been made in 
Parliament, which always bind till they are ſpecially re- 
voked by the Authority of another Parliament; the ſaid 
King, deſiring to enjoy ſuch Liberty that no ſuch Statutes 
ſhould ſo bind him, but that he might do and execute 
his Pleaſure, ſubtilly procured a Petition to be preferred 
in his Parliament on Behalf of the Commonalty of hi 
Kingdom, and to be granted to him in general, That b- Wn 


2 


might be as free as any of. his Progenitors were befor: Wi 
him. By Colour of which Petition and Coneeſſion, the 
ſaid King hath very often commanded very many Thing 7 


1 
to be done againft ſuch Statutes unrepealed, acting 7 
therein expreſly and knowingly againſt his Oath taken 
at his Coronation ©. 3 


See Vol. I. p. 449, 475. ' 
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XVIII. Although it was enacted and ordained, That King Henry IV. 
© Sheriff ſhould hold his Office above one Year toge- | 
er, but that three Years ſhould paſs before he ſhould 
again admitted to that Office; the ſaid King Richard, 

Wnetimes for his own fingle Commodity, and ſome- 
Ines at the Inſtance of others for their Advantage, 
tn permitted and cauſed certain Sheriffs to ſtand and 
main continually in their Offices, ſometimes two, 
metimes three Years, againſt the Tenor and Effect 


"> WW the Statute aforeſaid, thereby _— Perjury ; and 
DI is is notorious, public, and generally ill ſpoken of. 
| XIX. Altho', by the Statute and Cuſtom of his Realm 
ca the — together of every Parliament, his People, 
:4. the ſevera Counties of the Kingdom, ought to be free 
cur e chuſing and deputing two Knights to be preſent in | 
the ch Parliament for each reſpective County, and to de- [ 20 
la. Fare their Grievances, and to proſecute ſuch Remedies 
and a <rcupon as to them ſhall ſeem expedient ; yet the 


coreſaid King, that in his Parliaments he might be able 
ore freely to accompliſh the Effects of his head-ſtrong 
WV ill, did very often direct his Commands to his Sheriffs, 
Fat they ſhould cauſe to come to his Parliaments, as 
nights of the Shire, certain Perſons by the ſaid King 
amed *; which Knights, being his Favourites, he might 


hat, ad, as often he had done, ſometimes by various 
11 Nenaces and Terrors, and ſometimes by Gifts, to 


nſent to thoſe Things as were prejudicial to the King- 
m, and exceeding burdenſome to the People; and 
Specially to grant to the ſaid King a Subſidy on Wooll 
rr the Term of his Life, and another Subfidy for certain 
cars, thereby too grievouſly oppreſſing his People ©. 
RX. The ſaid King, that he might more freely fulfil - 
ad follow in every Thing his own arbitrary Will, did 
nlawfully cauſe and command, "That the Sheriffs 


= @hroughout his whole Realm, beſides their antient ac- 
1 eſtomed Oath, ſhould ſwear that they would obey all 
1 is Commands, as often as they ſhould be directed to 
rb oem, under his Great and Privy Seal, and alſo his Let- 
1 ers under his Signet; and that in caſe the ſaid Sheriffs 


.- WP hould come to know that any within their Baili- 
" > vicks, of whatſoever Condition they were, had publickly 
er ſecretly ſaid or ſpoken any Ill, that might tend to the 

B 2 


Diſgrace 
4 See Vol, I. p. 406, 432, id. p. 486, 512, 
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King Henry IV. Diſgrace or Scandal of his Royal Perſon, they ſnould 9 


ſelf, that, he might abound in ſuperfluous Riches, did WM 


giving Counſel according to their beſt Diſcretion, have 
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arreſt and impriſon them, there ſafely to be kept till the be 
ſhould receive Command from the King to the contrary, ** 4 
as may be found in the Record; which Fact may pro- 
bably tend to the Deſtruction of many of the Liege 
People of the ſaid Kingdom. 1 

XXI. The faid King, ſtriving to trample under Foot 
his People, and ſubtilly to acquire their Goods to him- lb 


cauſe the People of ſeventeen Counties of the Realm to 
ſubmit themſelves to the King as Traitors, by Letters 
under their Seals; by Colour whereof be got mighty 
Sums of Money to be granted him by the Clergy and 
People of thoſe Counties, for obtaining his Royal Good- i 
will and Favour: And though, to pleaſe the 4 the 
King had cauſed. thoſe obligatory Letters to be reſtored, 
yet the Procurators of the People, having full Power 
granted them, to oblige themſelves: and their Heirs to 
the ſaid King, he the ſaid King cauſed them, under ä 
their Seals, to be bound to him in the Name of the ſaid 
People; and ſo deceived his People, and ſubtilly extort- "Y 3 
ed from them their Goads, yoo FE 7 

XXII. Although the ſaid King, at his Coronation, 


— wm n 


* 


+ 


+» 
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Z 
had ſworn to keep the Liberties granted to the Church 
of England, yet the ſaid King, by reaſon of his Voyage 
into Ireland, did, by his Letters, command very many 
Religious Perſons, viz. Abbots and Priors of his King- 
dom, ſtrictly requiring that ſome of them ſhould ſend 7 
to him certain Horſes, and ſome of them not only 
Horſes, but alſo Waggons and Carriages for his ſaid 
Voyage, or, in Lieu thereof, great Sums of Money, in 
the ſaid Letters expreſſed : By which Manner of Wri- 5 
ting, he forced many of ſuch Religious out of Fear to 
fulfil his Will and Command, whereby they were al 
heavily impoveriſhed and oppreſſed, in manifeſt Dero- 
27 of Eccleſiaſtical Liberty; by which Pretext the 

t 
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d King Richard did incur Perjury. S 

XXIII. In moſt of the great Royal Councils, when 
the Lords of the Realm, the Judges and others, being 
charged that they would faithfully counſel the King in 
Matters relating to his State and that of his Kingdom; al 
the ſaid Lords, Juſtices, and otbers, very often, in 


been i 7 | 


* 
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— 1 N f en by the King ſuddenly and ſo fiercely chidden and King Henry Iv. 
- proved, that they have not dared to ſpeak the Truth, 


& giving their Advice for the State of the King and 
ingdom “. 

Se XXIV. The Treaſure, Crowns, Reliques, and other 

* wels, viz. The Goods of the Kingdom, which, Time 


ut of Mind, have been repofited in the Treaſury of the 
mM 2 ingdom, for the Honour of the King, and Preſerva- 
lid on of his Kingdom againſt any ſudden Event or Exi- 
ency, the ſaid King, going out of his Kingdom into 


1 


My 1 reland, did take away, and cauſed the fame to be carried 
7 Pic him, without the Conſent of the States of the King- 
nd ,; whereby this Kingdom had been vaſtly impo- 
a. eriſhed, if God, by the retaking of the ſaid Goods 
the ainſt the ſaid King's Will, had not otherwiſe provided. 
ed, end furthermore, the ſaid King did cauſe the Rolls of 
vet Records, touching the State and Government of his 
o Kingdom, to be deſtroyed and razed, to the great Pre- 


der dice of his People, and diſinheriting of the Crown of 
aid ee ſaid Kingdom: And all this, as it is probably be- 
t- geved, in Favour and Support of his evil Governance. 
XXV. The ſaid King was wont, as it were perpe- 


d Writings, and fo contrary to himſelf, and eſpecially 


ge writing to the Pope, and to Kings and other Lords 
1) Wt of the Kingdom, and within it, and alſo to others 
. Subjects, that no Man living that knew his Condi- 
nd Ins could or would confide in him; nay, he was re- 
nly ted ſo unfaithful and unconſtant, that it became ſcan- 
aid alous not only to his own Perſon, but alfo to-the whole 
in 


.Y Tingdom, and eſpecially amongft Foreigners of all the 
8Þ\ orld who came to know the ſame. 


o XXVI. Although the Lands and Tenements, the 

ere goods and Chattels, of every Freeman, by the Laws of 

” ie Realm uſed from all Time heretofore, ought not 
e 


be taken from him, unleſs they be forfeited ; yet 
he ſaid King, purpoſing and longing to weaken ſuch 
aus, in the Preſence of very many Lords, and others 
the Commonalty of the Kingdom, hath frequently 
aid and afirmed, That the Life of every one of his Sub- 
,, and his Lands, Tenements, Goods, and Chattels, 
0 is, the ſaid King's, at his Mill and Pleaſure, with- 
ve of | B 3 ou 
i f Sec Vol. I. p. 406, 432. 


ö ally, to be fo variable and diſſembling in his Words 
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King Henry IV. out any Forfeiture : Which is utterly againſt the Laws J 


and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom aforeſaid. 

XXVII. Although it was enacted and ordained, and 
is hitherto confirmed, "That no Freeman ſhall be taken, 
nor any way deſtroyed, and that the King ſhall not paſs, 
nor ſend any to paſs upon him, but by the lawful Judg- 
ment of his Peers, or by the Laws of the Land; yet, 4 | 
by the Will, Command, and Order of the ſaid King, = 
very many of his Liege People, being maliciouſly accu- 3 
ſed for having publickly or ſecretly ſaid ſomething that 4 
might tend to the Diſpraiſe, Scandal, or Diſgrace of the A 
Perſon of the ſaid King, have been taken and impriſon- 
ed, and brought before the Conſtable and Martha! off 
England i in the Court Military; in which Court the ſaid 
Liege People being accuſed, would not be admitted to 
make any other Anſwer, than that they were no way i I 
guilty, and would juſtify the ſame, and defend them- 
ſelves by their. Bodies, and not otherwiſe, notwith- 1 
ſtanding their Appellors were young Men, ſtout and 3 

» 


luſty, and thoſe ſo accuſed, antient and impotent, 4 
maimed or infirm ; whereby not only Deſtruction of 

the Lords and Grandees of the Kingdom, but alſo of 

all and ſingular Perſons of the Commonalty of the ſame 3 3 
may probably enſue : Since therefore the ſaid King hath 
wilfully acted contrary to ſuch a Statute of this King- 1 
dom, it is not to be doubted but he hath thereby incut- b b 


red the Crime of Perjury. 

XX VIII. Although the People of the Realm of Ex- 
land, by Virtue. of their Liegiance, are fully enough © 
bound to their Kin „and the ſaid King, by the Laws | 
and Cuſtoms of his Eingdom, i is enabled to correct and i 
puniſh his People, if in any Kind they tranſgreſs ; yet _ 
the ſaid King, deſiring. to trample on, and too much 3 1 2 
oppreſs, his People, that he might the more freely exc- 9 
cute and follow the Humour of his fooliſh and unlawfol © 
Will, by his Letters to all the Counties of his King- Wi 
dom, did enjoin and command, That all his Subj ects, | 
as well Spiritual as Temporal, ſhould take certain Gade | | 
in general, which were too grievous to them, and 
which might probably cauſe the final Deſtruction of his 
People, and that they ſhould confirm ſuch their Oaths | 1 
under their Letters and Seals; to which Royal Com- t 
mand the People of his Kingdom did ſubmit and pay 

Obedience, WM 


2% 
2 
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ws AD bedience, that they might not incur his Indignation King Henry Iv. 


Diqpleaſure, and alſo for Fear of Death 8. 


nd XXIX. When Parties contending in the Eceleſiaſti- 
en, I Court, in Cauſes merely Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual, 
ſs, { ad endeavoured to obtain from the Chancellor of Eng- 
ge- Prohibitions to hinder the lawful Proceſs in the 
et, id Courts, and the faid Chancellor had juſtly refuſed 
ig, grant the ſame ; yet the ſaid King, by Letters under 
eu- RY is Signet, has frequently prohibited the. Eccleſiaſtical 
nat WW udges to proceed in ſuch Cauſes, thereby evilly infring- 
he Ing the Liberties of the Church in the Grand Charter 
\n- Wpproved, to the Conſervation whereof he was ſworn, 
of = nd damnably incurring ng, and the Sentence of 
aid Excommunication againſt ſuch Violators thereof by the 


to Holy Fathers pronounced. 
a XXX. The ſaid King, without any reaſonable or 
m- awful Cauſe whatſoever, or any other Proceſs of Law, 
h- id, in his Parliament, encompaſſed in Warlike Manner 
nd y armed Men, adjudge Thomas of Arundele, Lord Arch- 
nt, biſhop of Canterbury, (Primate of all England, his Spiri- 
of oval Father, abſenting himſelf by the treacherous Coun- 
of el of the ſaid King) to Baniſhment, againſt the Laws 
ne f his Kingdom, ſo by him ſworn to as aforeſaid b. 
ith 8 XXXI. By Inſpection of the Teſtament of the ſaid 
on. ing, ſealed with the Great and Privy Seal, and alſo 
ich his Signet, among other Things there is contained 


t is Clauſe or Article: Item, We will that the Reſidue 
. our Gold (the true Debts of our Houſhold, Chamber, 
oh r Lardrobe, being paid, for Payment whereof we be- 
ws 2th 20, ooo Marts, reſerving to our Executors five or 
nd 88+ thouſand Marks ; which we will by them to be expend- 


c towards the more plentiful Maintenance of the Lepers 
1:4 Chaplains, to celebrate before them, by us founded at 
Veſtminſter and Bermondeſeye) ſhall remain to our Suc- 
er, provided always that he approve, ratify, and con- 
rn, and hold, and cauſe to be holden and firmly obſer- 
ed, all and ſingular the Statutes, Ordinances, and Fudg- 
ents, made, given, and rendered in our Parliament, be- 
nat Weſtminſter the 17th Day of the Month of Sep- 
j iember, in the one-and-twentieth Year of our Reign, and 
he /ame Parliament, continued at Shrewſbury, and 
=: holden; and alſo all the Ordinances, Fudgments, and 
Eftabliſhs 

8 See Vol. I, p. 486, 512, Þ Ibid, p. 465, 491. 


L 24 ] 


24 


The Parliamentary HisTory 


King Heary IV. Eſtabliſbments o 275 the 16th Day of September, in the 220 » 


( 25 ] 


In the Day of Judgment. 


Year of our Reign, at Coventry; and afterwards at . 
Weſtminſter, the 8th Day of March, in the Year afore. 4 
ſaid, by the Authority of the ſaid Parliament; and like. 
wiſe all other Ordinances and Fudgments which ſhall, 
bereafter happen to be made by Authority of the ſaid Par- 4 | 
liament : But otherwiſe, if our ſaid Succeſſor ſhall refuſe il 
to perform the Premiſſes, which tue do not believe, then 1 1. 
2ve will that Thomas Duke of Surrey, Edward Duke if 
Albemarle, John Dute of Exeter, and William le Scrope, .3 
Earl of Wiltſhire, paying firf? the Debts of our Houſhold, 
our Chamber, and our Wardrobe, and reſerving five or 1 * 
fox thouſand Marks as aforeſaid, ſhall have and hold all 3 + 
the 7 Reſidue above-mentioned, for to 2 and de- + 
the ſaid Statutes, Eftabliſments, rdinances, 41 
xr Rag to their utmaſt Power, even unto Death if it bi 
nece//ary ; upon all which, and every Part, we do ler 
charge and burden thetr Con * as they will anſwer 1 4 
y which Article it may evi- Y 4 
dently enough appear, that the ſaid King did obſtinately 2 [ 
ſtrive to maintain and defend thoſe Statutes and Ordi- WW 
nances which are erroneous and unjuſt, and repugnant i 2 
to all Law and Reaſon ; and this not only during his 
Life, but after his Death too; neither regarding the Pe- 4 4 


ril of his own Soul, nor yet the utter Deſtruction of 
his ſaid Kingdom or Liege People. 

XXXII. In the 11th Year of the ſaid King Richard, | 
he the ſaid King, in the Chapel of his Manor of Tag. A 


. dey, in the Preſence of the Dukes of Lancaſter and York, 8 


. 
and very many other Lords, defiring, as it hath appear- nl 
ed, that his Uncle the Duke of Gloucefter, then there | Cr 4 
preſent, ſhould fully confide in the Good-will of him 4 4 
the ſaid King, didwoluntarily, and of his own Accord, 
ſwear before the Venerable Sacrament of the Lord's Bo- Wo 1 
dy, there placed upon the Altar, that thenceforwards he al 
would never endamage, trouble, or grieve him the ſaid i | 
Duke of Glauce/ter, for any of his rien which were 
ſaid to have been committed againſt the Perſon of him 
the faid King; but did chearfully and totally forgive him WM 
all his Offences, if any were; yet, afterwards, not- 
withſtanding ſuch Oath, the ſaid King did horribly and 
cruelly cauſe the ſaid Duke to be murdered, for ſuch the 
before- ll 
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| ; ore-pretended Offences ; thereby incurring the Guilt King NH iv. 


a: able Perjury *. I 

re- XXIII. * — of the Knights of the Shires of 1 
the. ſaid Kingdom, having a Voice in Parliament, had 

ball, peached the ſaid Thomas, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

ar- on certain Defaults committed againſt the King's 

fuſe ajeſty, as was untruly ſuggeſted, and the faid Arch- 

ver op, preſently then and there, offered himſelf ready to 

e of I ſwer the Matters charged upon him, and deſired that 


pe, e might be thereunto admitted by the King, not 
ubting, as he ſaid, but he ſhould be able ſufficiently 
bew bis Innocence; yet the ſaid King, contriving, 
all y all the Ways and Means he could, to oppreſs the 
de- id Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ruin his Eſtate, as 
2nd e Event of the Matter has declared, ſpeaking graciouſly, 
! br ad with a chearful Countenance to the ſaid Archbiſhop, 
om his Royal Seat, did adviſe, and very earneſtly re- 
ver Moeſt him, that at that Time he would hold his Peace, 
vi- 1 d expect a better and more fit Time to make his De- 
ey rice“; which Day being paſſed, the ſaid King, from 
di-. ay to Day, for five Days or more, did fraudulently 
ant Wd treacherouſly deceive the ſaid Archbiſhop, counſel- 


his g bim, and perſuading him, that he ſhould not come 
e- me Parliament, but wait at home without any Fear; 
of cauſe, as the ſaid King faithfully did promiſe him, 
ere ſhould not, in his Abſence, any Loſs or Prejudice 
d, done or happen to him; notwithſtanding all which, 
- > ſaid King, in his Parliament aforeſaid, did, in the 
, ean Time, adjudge the ſaid Archbiſhop to be baniſhed 
r- ring the King's Pleaſure, though abſent, and never 
re 1 y way called to anſwer, and without any reaſonable 


im 1 auſe whatſoever; and alſo voluntarily, againſt the 


d, aws of the Kingdom and all Juſtice, confiſcated all 
0- is Goods; whereby he likewiſe became guilty of Per- 
he ry. But furthermore, the ſaid King, being willing to 
id alliate his Malice and Subtilty, by flattering Diſcourſes 


av bich he oft-times had with the ſaid Archbiſhop, did 
SF c2vour to clear himſelf of ſuch Injury done, and make 
Ws if it were the Doings of others ; inſomuch that the 
WW: chbiſhop diſcourſing with the King, and with the 
oke of Norfo/t, and other Lords and Great Men of 
he Kingdom, happened to ſay, by way of lamenting 
| his 

i Sce Vol. I. p. 476, 501. k 1hid, p. 466, 492. 
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King Henry IV. his own Condition, * That he was not the firſt that 5 


[28] 


Archbiſhop, that whenever he ſhould ſend that Jewel 


poſite the ſaid Goods in certain : 
Coffers to be locked up, and ſealed by one of the Arch- : 
\ 
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© had ſuffered Baniſhment, nor ſhould he be the laſt; 

© for he thought in a ſhort Time the Duke of Norfell, 8 
and other Lords would follow him; and confidently 

c averred to the King, That all the Rigour of theſe Pro- 
« ceedings would finally be returned back on his own 
Head. To which the ſaid King, as aſtoniſhed, ha- 
ſtily replied, That he verily thought it might ſo happen; 
and that he himſelf might, and indeed ought, to be expelled 
his Kingdom by his Liege People. And further the ſaid i 
King ſaid, That if the ſame ſhould happen, he woull 
convey himſelf to the ſame Place where the ſaid Arch. 
biſhop ſhould be. And that the Archbiſhop might the 
rather credit his Words, he ſhewed him a certain great 
Jewel}, curiouſly formed, underneath the Skirt of his lu 
outward Veſtment ; intimating for certain, to the ſaid 


for a Token, he would not delay to come thither where 
the ſaid Archbiſhop ſhould be reſident : And that the 
ſaid Archbiſhop might more confide in him, the ſaid 
King ſent to him, adviſing him that he ſhould private- 


* 


ly ſend all his Jewels, and other Things of Value, be- 
longing to his Chapel, unto him the faid King, for the 
ſafe-keeping thereof, leſt, by Colour of the before- men- 
tioned Judgment, any one ſhould wrongfully ſeize the 
fame; which, under the greateſt Confidence in the 
World, being done, the ſaid wy cauſed him to re- 


offers, and the ſaid 


» 
. 


1 


biſhop's Clerks, and, keeping the ſaid Coffers by him, 
returned the Keys thereof by the ſaid Clerk to the Arch- 
biſhop ; yet afterwards, unknown to the ſaid Archbi- Bi 
ſhop, cauſed the ſaid Coffers to be broken open, and 

diſpoſed of the Goods therein, at his Will and Pleaſure. 
Furthermore, the ſaid King faithfully promiſed the ſaid 
Archbiſhop, that if he would but repair to the Port of 
Hampton, in order to go out of the Realm, he would Wl 
at laſt, by the Interceſſion of the Queen, get him recal- 
led: And if it ſhould happen, that he the ſaid Archbi- Wl 
ſhop ſhould go out of the Realm, he ſhould without Fail Wl 
return into England before Eaſter next following; nor Wl 
ſhovld in any Kind loſe his Archbiſhoprick; and this he ln 
faithfully WA 


ö — 
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"1 1 * 


* 


1 Monit, a Brooch or Tablet. 
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ba a hfully promiſed, ſwearing upon the Croſs of the late King Henry IV. 


it; yr St. Thomas, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, by him 
oli, $$ aid King corporally touched: All which Promiſes 


ro- if dp to depart the Realm; and forthwith tranſmitted 
wn cial Letters to the Apoſtolical See, to have him tranſ- 
ha ed: And ſo, and by other Frauds and deceitful Tricks 


the ſaid King, the ſaid Archbiſhop, being a well- 
2aning believing Man, was ſubtilly circumvented.” 


ter the Recital of the foregoing Articles, the Record 


proceeds thus : 


Realm, being aſked their Judgments thereupon, as well 
eeverally as jointly, that theſe Cauſes of Crimes and 
aid Defaults were ſufficient and notorious to depoſe the 
vel aid King; conſidering alſo his own Confeſſion of his 
ere Inſufficiency, and other Things contained in his ſaid 
the Renunciation and Ceſſion, openly delivered, all the 
aid ſaid States did unanimouſly conſent, that, ex Abundanti, 
te- they ſhould proceed unto a Depoſition of the ſaid 
de- ing, for the greater Security and Tranquillity of the 
the reople, and Benefit of the Kingdom: Whereupon 
2n- the ſaid States and Commons unanimouſly conſtituted, 

nd publickly deputed, certain Commiſſioners, v:z. 
pe Biſhop of St. Aſaph, the Abbot of Glaſtonbury, 
Moe Earl of Glouce/ter, the Lord Berkeley, Sir Thomas 


re- = 

aid RE 7 yngham, and Sir Thomas Grey, Knights, and Sir 
h- Villiam Thirnyng, one of the Juſtices, to paſs ſuch 
m, Sentence of Depoſition, and to depoſe the ſaid King 
h- Richard from all Kingly Dignity, Majeſty, and Ho- 
bi- nour, on the Behalf and in the Name, and by the 
nd 4 Authority, of all the ſaid States, as in like Caſes, from 
re, the antient Cuſtom of the ſaid Kingdom, had been ob- 
aid WA ſerved “. And forthwith the ſaid Commiſſioners, taking 
of upon themſelves the Burden of the ſaid Commiſſion, 
Id and fitting on a Tribunal before the ſaid Royal Chair 


of State, having firſt had ſome Debate of the Matter, 


bi- did, on the Behalf, and in the Name, and by the Au- 
ail tbority aforeſaid, paſs the ſaid Sentence of Depoſition, 
or being reduced into Writing; and cauſed ſuch their 
he Wl © Sentence 
ly YN h See the Proceedings upon the Depoſition of King Edvard 11, in 


SY >). I. p. 182, zco, &c, 


ty sichſtanding, the ſaid King forced the ſaid Archbi- 


© And becauſe it ſeemed to all the Eſtates of the 
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King Hay IV. e Sentence to be read and recited by the ſaid Biſhop 0 I D | 
St. Aſaph, their Colleague, by the Will and Con. 


© mand of the reſt of the ſaid Commilſioners, in theſe Gy 
| C Words: = 


The Sentence of N the Name of God, Amen. We John Biſhop of Si, i 
Depoſition 2 Aſaph, John Abbot of Glaſtonbury, Thomas Ear! 
-- „ Glouceſter, Thomas Lord Berkeley, Thomas de 
E:pragham, and Thomas Grey, Knights, and William 1 

| Thirnyng, Juſtice, Commiſſioners ſpecially deputed to U 
Malters under-written, by the Peers and Lords Spiri. Y 

tual and Temporal of the Kingdom of England, and 4 

Common: 7 the ſaid Kingdom, repreſenting all the Eſtatei 

of the ſaid Realm, fitting in Tribunal ; and having con- 2 

22 the multiplied Perjuries, Cruelty, and very many 

other Crimes of the ſaid Richard, touching his Govern- 6 

ment, committed and perpetrated in his Kingdoms and De. 

minions aforeſaid, during the Time of his Governance ; 

all of them before the ſaid States openly and publickly pro- 

pounded, exhibited, and recited ; which have been and 1 1 

are ſo public, notorious, manife ft, and ſcandalous, tba | 

they could not, nor can, be concealed with Denial or var 3A 

And conſidering likewiſe the Confeſſion of the ſaid Richard, 
acknowledging and reputing, and truly, and of his ou 

certain Knowledge, judging himſelf to have been, and to be, 

utterly inſufficient and unmeet for the Rule and Govern. 4 3 

. ment of the ſaid Kingdoms and Dominions, and their Ap- ; ; 
purtenances, and for ſuch his notoricus Demerits worthy 1% 

be depoſed, as by him, the ſaid Richard, was before d- 

clared, and, by bis Will and Command, publiſhed before OY 

tbe ſaid States, and made known and expoſed to them in 

the Vulgar Tongue; having already had diligent Deli- 

beration upon theſe Things, and all ethers tranſacted in ¶ 

this Affair before the ſaid States and us, 1e do, on 1% 

Behalf, and in the Name, and by the Authority to us in 

(30 ] this Matter committed, ex Abundanti, and fer Caution, 

. pronounce, decree, and declare him, the ſaid Richard, 1 
have been, and to be, unfit, unable, and utterly inſufficient 

for, and unworthy of, the Rule and Government of the ſaid 

Kingdoms, and the Dominions, and Rights, and Appur- 
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tenauces of the ſame ; and, for and by Reaſon of the Pre- 1 
aſſes, to be _ vediy Depoſed of, and from, all Royal 
Digs I 
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7 nity and Honour, if any Thing of ſuch Dignity and King Henry IV. 


IM nur were yet remaining in him. And with the ſame 
ien we do Depaſe him by this our definitive Sen- 


ce in Writing, expreſly farbidding all and ſingular the 
rds, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Prelates, Dukes, Mar- 
„ 7, Earls, Barons, Knights, Vaſſalt, and Valvaſors, 
| 8 other Subjefs and Liege People of the ſaid King- 
1: nd Dominions, and other Places of the ſaid King- 
nn and Dominions belonging, that henceforth none of 
% Hall any way obey or regard the ſaid Richard as 
; er Lord of the ſaid Kingdom and Dominions. 
be 


Furthermore, the ſaid States willing that nothing 
nould be wanting which might be of Value, or ought 
o be required, touching the Premiſſes, being ſererally 
nterrogated thereupon, did conſtitute the ſame Per- 
ons that were before nominated Commiſſioners, to 


- * a 

* 
r 
* * * RE 7 


' e their Procurators, jointly and ſeverally to reſign 

ina give back to the fiid King Richard the Homage 

„end Fealty to him before made, and to intimate to 

im, if it ſhould be requiſite, all the Premiſſes, touch- 
£ 


= ng ſuch his Depoſition and Renunciation, 


Place, and ſtanding ſo erected as he might conveni- 


ſe, 1 And then preſently, as ſoon as it appeared by the 
rd, WP remiſles, and the Gecaſion of them, that the Crown 
r England, with its Appurtenances was vacant, the 
*% oreſaid Henry Duke of Lancaſter, riſing up from his 
. 4 ntly be ſeen by the People, and humbly fortifying 
' 1 Winſelf with the Sign of the Croſs on his Forehead, 
4. nd on his Breaſt, having alſo firſt called upon the 
% Name of Chriſt, did claim the ſaid Kingdom, fo va- 
75 cant as aforeſaid, with its Crown and all its Members 


and Appurtenances, in this Form of Words in his 
other Tongue: | | | 


1. _ | We 
iN the Name of Faidir, Son, and Holy Ghot, I Henry [ 31 } 
on, A of Lancaſter, chalenge this Reaume of Vnglonde, and f 
to be Corone, with all the Members and the Appurtenances, Hen * Claim 
ent bat am deſcendit, be right Line of the Blode, comyng * 
aid the gude Lord Kyng Henry Therde, and thorghe that 
-r that God of his Grace hath ſent mee, with Helpe R 
„e- He, and of my Frendes to recover it; the which 


ume was in Poynt to be ondone for Deſaut of Govern- 
ee, and undoyng of the gude Lawes. 


After , 
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King Henry Iv. © After which Claim and Challenge, as well the 
Lords Spiritual as Temporal, and all the States there * 
< preſent, being ſeverally and jointly interrogated what 
© they thought of that Claim; the ſaid States, with the 
whole People, without any Difficulty or Delay, did 2 
< unanimouſly conſent, that the ſaid Duke ſhould reign 
* over them. And forthwith, as the ſaid King ſhewel hl 
© to the States of the Kingdom the Signet of King Rich. 
© ard delivered to him as a Token of his Will, that be 
© ſhould ſucceed him as aforeſaid; the faid Archbiſhoy Wl 
© taking the ſaid King Henry by the Right Hand, led 
him to the Royal Chair of State: And after the ſaid 
< King, kneelingdown before it, had prayed a little while, 
the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, aſſiſted by the Arch - 

diſhop of York, did place the ſaid King, and cauſe hin 
© to lit in the ſaid Royal Seat; all the People wonder 
< fully ſhouting for Joy. And by and by the ſaid Arch 
© biſhop of Canterbury, having with much ado procu - 
| © red Silence from the over-joyed Multitude, made 2p: 


© ſhort Diſcourſe, or Oration, in theſe Words:“ 7 
192 
Vir dominabitur Populo, A Man ſhall reign over np: 
People, 1 Sam. ix. 17. 
The Archbiſhop C Heſe are the Words of the King of Kings, ſpeaking if 
of Canterbury's Samuel, and teaching him how a Perſon ſhould be qua- e 


— oe fed to rule, ſince the People deſired to have a King given, 4 


And not unfitly may they be ſaid of our Lord the King, 
whom we behold this Day; and if we but intimately con-. 
[ 32 } Ader theſe Words, they afford us Matter of great Conſolu· 
tion; for God does not threaten us, as he did former; 
his People by Iſaiah, ſaying, Iſa. iii. I will make Children 
to rule over them; but, according to his Compaſſion, bi. 
in his Wrath remembereth Mercy,he hath viſited his Peopl, 
and now Children no more, as heretofore, ſhall lord it over 
them; for the Lord ſaith to them, A Man ſhall rule 
Of the late Rulers of this Kingdom, or any of them, out 
might an” ſaid that of the Apoſtle, Cor. xiii, 1: 
ſpake as a Child, I underſtood as a Child, I thought - 
a Child. The Apoſile repeats it thrice, As a Child 
ſpake, I underſtood and thought. As to Speech, it -; 


| certain that a Child is inconſtant in ſpeaking, he eq 
ſpeaks true, and as eaſily falſe ; is ready in Words to pre. 
miſe 
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06 where theſe Conditions bear Sway : But from ſuch 


di iſchiefs a Kingdom is freed, whoſe Scepter is ſwayed 
cn 2 Man, for it belongs to a Man to ſet a Watch before 
Tongue; and ſuch is our preſent Happineſs, over 


bon not à Child, but a Man, is ſet, and ſuch an one, as 
hope we may ſay of him that in Eccleſ. ix. Bleſſed is 
e Man that hath not erred with his Tongue. Then 
%% the Apeſtle, I underſtood as a Child. Now, a Child 
ies nothing but Flatteries and pleaſing Things, and 
derſtands only Bawbles and Trifles, and loves not one that 
7 ues according to Truth, yea indeed hates him beyond 


Il Meaſure : But heretofore, among/i us, Truth was 
er rampled under Foot, ſo that none durſt ſpeak it; and 
ch. ber ef ore it is plain and apparent enough, that he, that 


ben reigned, under/iood as a Child. For a Man is not 
gaaidted to ſuch Things, but underſtands Wiſdom ; ſa 
that, by the Grace of God, it may be ſaid of him, as it 
Ws written, Eccleſ. ix. Bleſſed is the Man that abideth 

in Wiſdom. For as a Child is delighted in Vanity, ſo a 
Aan has Regard to Truth and Wiſdom. Truth therefore 
all enter, and Vanity depart, which has done ſo much 
iſchief in our Nation ; for now a Man hall rule, who 
eeks after Truth, and not Vanity or Flattery, Thirdly, 1: 
's ſaid, I thought as a Child; for a Child thinks and 
udies only how to have his Humour, and do Things ac- 
ording to his own Will, and not according to Reaſon : 


10-87 berefore, when a Child reigns, there only Self Mill reigns, 
can Reaſon is baniſhed, and Conſtancy is put to Flight, and 


great Danger 1 from which Danger we are deliver- 
ed, for a Man ſhall Rule over us; to wit, one that ſpeaks 
not like a Child; but thus as one that has the Perfection 
of Reaſon, —I come not to do my own Will, but the 
Will of him that ſent me; ro wit, of God : And there- 
fore of ſuch a Man we will ſay not only that he will abide 
in Wiſdom, but alſo that as a Man, not a Child, he will 
meditate on the Circumſpection of God; that is, he will every 
Way diligently obſerve that God's Will, not his own, be 
done; and ſo, in the Stead of a Child wantoning in fooliſh 

4 inbborn Humours, a Man ſhall reign, and ſuch a Man 
„bet it Hall be ſaid of him—A King ſhall reign in Wii 


dom, 


3 31 
, but what he promiſes he preſently forgets. Now, King Henry IV. 
are Things very inconvenient and dangerous in a King; 


Wat it poſſible that any Realm ſhall ſtand long in Happi- 
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King Heary IV. dom, and he ſhall execute Judgment, and do Juſtice [7 
in the Earth. 2 


Which Harangue being ended, the ſaid Lord King | 4 ; 
© Henry, to appeaſe the Minds of his Subjects, did the- i 
© and there utter theſe Words: - 


8 

SIRES, | == 
Hemy's Declara- 2 Thank God and zowes Spirituel and Temporel, and al A 19 7 
tion of Thanks, © the Eſtates of the Lond, and do zowe to wyte, it es nog 
my Will that no Man thynke that be way of Congque/t | 
wold diſberit any Man of his Heritage, Franches, or oth 
Rights that hym aght to have, no put him out of that tha 


7. 


be has, and has had ly the gude Laws and Caſtums of t 
Reaume ; pe thoſe Perſons that has been agan the gui 
Purpoſe and the comune Profit of the Reaume, 4 


© And forthwith conſidering that, by the former Va- 

© cancy of the Royal Throne, by the Ceſſion and De. 
< poſition aforeſaid, all Power of Juſtices, Sheriffs, and 
© other Officers, throughout the Kingdom was ceaſed ;ilſ 
therefore, to the End that there might be no Failure 
© nor Delay in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, to the 
© Grievance of the People, he cauſed principal Office 
© and Juſtices to be made and ſworn to him with the uſual 
< Oaths. And it was immediately proclaimed by the 
{ 34 ] «© King's Command, that, on Monday next, after the ſaid 
© Feaſt of St. Michael, a Parliament ſhould be held 
© and celebrated; and that on the Monday following, 
© that is to ſay, on the Feaſt of St. Edward, ſhould bei 
© the Coronation of the ſaid King at Vefminſter, and 
c that all thoſe that could claim any Service in the faid 
© Coronation ſhould come to the Vhite- Hall of the Pa- 
c Jace, before the Steward, Conſtable, and Marſhal of 
© England, on Saturday next before the Day of thei 
< ſaid Parliament, to make their juſt Demands in that 
- © Bebalf, and receive Right therein. But as for the 
© ſhortning the Day aſſigned to the Parliament, there 
© was a Proteſtation made by the King, That it was not 
© his Intent that thereby any Prejudice ſhould be brought WM 
© upon the States of his Kingdom; nor that the fame for 
© the future ſhould be drawn into Example; but that 


« ſuch Abbreviation of Time was only made for the 1 "1 
nent 9 


Err 
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ics defit and Profit of the Kingdom, and eſpecially to ſave King Henry IV. 


ee Labour and Expences of ſeveral of his People, and 
at the Grievances of the People might be the ſooner 


in! medied. 
hen After which the King, ariſing from his Royal Throne, 


nd beholding the People with a chearful and benign 
EL ountenance l, retired himſelf from thence, all the 
ecople rejoicing ; and the ſame Day, in the Mbite- 


$2 Hall aforeſaid, made a ſolemn Feaſt to the Nobles and 
entry, there in a vaſt Multitude aſſembled. | 
And afterwards, viz. on Wedneſday next — 
| I 


ne before-named Procurators, ſo deputed as aforeſai 
ad, according as they were commanded, repair into 
he Preſence of the ſaid late King Richard, being with- 
Sn the Tower aforeſaid ; and the ſaid Sir William 
irnyng the Juſtice, for himſelf and his Companions 
and Fellow-Procurators, in the Name of all the States 
2nd People aforeſaid, did notify and wy declare unto 
the ſaid Richard, their Admiſſion of his ſaid Renuncia- 
ion, and the Manner, Cauſe, and Form of ſuch Sen- 
eence of Depoſition, and preſently did reſign and give 
Wback to the ſaid late King Richard, the — and 
WF calty formerly to him made as aforeſaid, with theſe 
ords : 5 5 


ual 

the he Words which William Thirnyng ſpake to Mon- L 35 } 
aid fire Richard, late King of England, at the Tower of 

eld London, in his Chamber, on J/eane/aay next after the 

ng, » eaſt of St. Michael the Archangel, were as fol- 

be o WN: | 


SIRE, = 
T 1s wele known to zow, that ther was a Parlement ſo- Sir William 


Thirnyng's Ac- 
moned of all the States of the Reaume for to be at "908 


eſtmynſtre; and to begin on the Tueſaday in the Morrow Converſation be- 


hat the Feſt of St. Michel the Archangel that was Zeſter- tween King 
the y ; by Cauſe of the which Somons all the States of this  agrmay — 2 
re pnd were there gadered, the which States hole made thes ROY 


Vor. II. C ſame 
Vultu billari et benigno, Record, 

* It is remarkable, that this very Sir William Thirnyng was Chief Ju- 
of the King's Bench in the 2 1ſt Year of Richard's Reign, and 

fared, in the Parliament held at Shrewſbury, his Approbation of thoſe 
inions in Law, for which the Judges had been baniſhed ten Years be- 
ed Tempora mutaniur, See Vol, I. p. 483, 509. 
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King Henry IV. {ame Perſones that ben comen here to 2ow now, ther Pri. | 
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curators, and gafen hem full Autorite and Power, ani 


charged hem for to ſay the Words that we /hdll ſay t 


4 
X 


\ 
* 


4 
3 Is 
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Fa. . in þ 
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7 Is 


© "x2 Ps > 4 
_—_ 
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Zow in ther Name, and on ther Bebalue; that is to 9, 
ten, the Biſhop of Seint Aſſa, for Erſbiſhoppes and Bi. 
 ſhoppes ; the Abbot of Glaſtenbury, for Abbots and Pri. 


ours, and all other Men of Holy Chirche, Seculers ar, 


Ruelers ; the Erle of Glouceſtre, for Dukes and Erie 


7 
4 
Ix 


the Lord of Berkeley, for Barons and Banerettes ; $i 3 


Thomas Irpyngham, Chamberleyn, for all the Bachili 
and Commons of this Lond be South; Sir Thomas Grey 
for all the Bachilers and Commons by North; and my F 
lawe Johan Markham and me for to come with hem, fu 
all thes States. And ſo, Sire, theſe Wordes, and the D 
ing, that we ſall ſay to 2zow, is not onlych eur Word 
but the Doyngs of all the States of this Lond, and an 
Charge in her Name. 5 
And he anſwered and ſaid, That he wyſte wele tha 
we wold noght ſay but as we were charged. 1 
Sire, Ze remembre zow wele that on Moneday in tf 
Feſt of Seint Michel the Archangel, ryght here in thi 
Chamber, and in what Preſence ze renounced and ceſſed if 
the State of Kyrge and of Lordeſbip, and of all the Di 
nite and Wyrſhip that longed thereto, and aſſoiled ul 
zour Leiges of her Ligeance and Obeiſance that longed uf 
zZow uppe the Fourme that is contened in the ſame Rt 
nunciation and Ceſſion, which ze redde zourſelf by 20 
Mouth, and affermed it by zour Othe, and by zour own 


h 


Writing. Upon whiche ze made and ordeined your Pr 


curatours the Erſbiſhoppe of Zork and the Biſhoppe of Here 
ford, for to notifie and declare in zour Name thes Renun 
ciation and Con at Weſtmynſtre, to all the States, au 
all the People that was there gadyrd, becauſe of the Sl 
mons 8 the which thus don Yeſterday by thes Lori 
zour Procuratours, and wele herde and underſtooden, thi 
Renunciation and Ceſſion were plenelich and frelich at 
cepted, and fullich agreed by all the States and Peri 
foreſaid. And over this, Sire, at the Inflance of all tag 
States and People, there ware certain Articles of Defaut'i 


in zaur Governance redde there, and tho wele herd a 


pleinelich undenſlooden to all the States foreſaid, hem th 


ö 


hem ſo trewe, and ſo notorie and Inoꝛben, that by 1 


Cauſes, and by no ather, as thei ſayd, and hauyng Ci 
. . fuderatiing 4 


f ENGLAND. 35 
„ . ”- 06>” a 
„ ration to zour owne Wordes in zour owne Renunciation King Henry IV. 


ni: hs Ceffron, that ze were not worthy, no ſufficient, ne able 
„ governe, for zour owne Demerites, as it is more 


jt inelich contened therein, hem thoght that was reſonable 
Bi. 1 Cauſe for to depoſe zowe ; and her Commiſſaries that 


ri. made and ordeined, os it is of Record, ther declared, 
1 decreed, and adjudged zow for to be depoſed, and 
ed zw of the Aftate of King, and of the Lordeſhip 
eined in the Renunciation and Ceſſion forſayd, and of 
be Dignitie and Wyrſhipp, and of all the Adminiſtra- 
+: that longed thereto. And we Procuratours to all thes 
F388 ates and People forſayd, os we be charged by hem, and 
ber Autoritie gyffen us, and in her Name zelde xc 
65 /or all the States and People forſayd, Homage, Liege, 
4% Feaute, and all Leigeance, and all other Bondes, 
args, and Services that long thereto, and that now of all 
es States and People, fro thys Tyme forward, ne bere 
Feyth, ne do zow Obeiſance as to thar King, 
And he anſwered and ſeyd, That he loked not ther- 


ter; but he ſeyde, That, after all this, he hoped that 
+888 Coſyn wolde be gode Lord to hym. 
4 f Se far the Record. 


Sir Jahn Hayward tells us, That when the Commit- 

e, appointed to receive Richard's Reſignation, aſſem- 

led at the Tower for that Purpoſe, the Day before this 
arliament was to begin, the unhappy Monarch was 

rought forth, apparelled in his Royal Robe, the Dia- 

2m on his Head, and the Scepter in his Hand, and was 

aced amongſt them in a Chair of State. He adds, 

hat, after a lite Pauſe and Expectation, the King aroſe [ 37 “] 
om his Seat, and ſpake to the Aſſembly theſe Words, 

the very like in Effect n: 


Aſſure myſelf that ſome at this preſent, and many here- Richard's Speech 
after, will account my Caſe lamentable ; either that Ito the Commit- 
| , 222 gs . 22 tee appointed to 
pve deſerved this Dejection, if it be juſt ; or if it be teceive his Re- 
ongful, that I could not avoid it. Indeed I do confeſs,fignation, 
nan Times I have ſhewed myfelf both leſs provident 
auß /e/s painful for the Benefit of the Commonwealth than 
—_ C 2 1 
RF” Hayward's Life of King Henry IV. p. 86. But we doubt the Hi- 
Can has put theſe Words in King Richard's Mouth long after his Death, 
being no Mention of any ſuch on Record: Or, if he did ſpeak to this 
rpoſe, they were not ſuffered to be enrolled, © _ : 
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l 3 
King Henry IV. I ſhould, or might, or intended to do hereafter ; and have, 


L 38 ] 


in many Actions, more reſpected the ſatisfying of my own 
particular Humour, than either Juſtice to ſome privat 
Perſons, or the common Good of all; yet I did not, at a 
Time, either omit Duty or commit Grievance, upon natural ũ 8 
Dulneſs or ſet Malice; but partly by Abuſe of corrupt 
Counſellors, partly by Error of my youthful Fudgment, ll 
And now the Remembrance of theſe Overſights is ſo unplia- i 
ſant to no Man as to myſelf; and the rather, becauſe I hav 
no Means left, either to recompenſe the Injuries which 18 
have done, or to teſtify to the World my reformed Af il 
tions, which Experience and Stayedneſs of Years had al. 
ready corrected, and would daily have framed to mor: 
Perfection. But whether all the Imputations wherewit\ 
J am charged be true, either in Subſtance, or in ſuch Dua 
lity as they are laid, or whether, being true, they be ſo hei- 
nous as to enforce theſe Extremities; or whether any other 
Prince, eſpecially in the Heat of Yoath, and in the Spa 
of two-and-twenty Years, the Time of my unfortunat! 
eign, doth not ſometimes, either for Advantage, or up 
Diſpleaſure, in as deep Manner grieve ſome particular 
Subject, I will not now examine: It helpeth not to uſt 


Defence, neither booteth it to make Complaint ; there is uw: 


Place left for the one, nor Pity for the other; and thert· 
fore I refer it to the Judgment of God, and your leſs di- 
flempered Conſiderations, 

J accuſe no Man; I blame no Fortune; I complain if 
nothing; I have no Pleaſure in ſuch vain and needl! 
Comforts; and if I lifted to have flood upon Terms, I knou 
T bave great Favourers abroad, and ſome Friends, I hot, 
at home, who would have been ready, yea forward, on ny 
Behalf, to ſet up a bloody and doubtful War; but I eſteen 
not my Dignity at ſo high a Price, as the Hazard of 
great Value, the ſpilling of ſo much Engliſh Blood, ani 
the Spoil and Waſte of ſo flouriſhing a Realm, as therth 
might have been occaſioned. Therefore, that the Common 
wealth may rather riſe by my Fall, than I fland by the Run 
there, 1 will ngly yield to your Deſires ; and am hen 
come to diſpoſſeſs myſelf of all public Authority and Titlt, 
and to make it free and lawful for you to create, for you Wi 
King, Henry Duke of Lancaſter, my Couſin German, 
whom TI know to be as worthy to take that Place, as 1 % 
you willing to give it to him, 1 * 

cl 
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6 | here was no farther Buſineſs done the firſt Day, King Henry IV. 


Ve, | 

un t the reading of the above Record, before the Parlia- 

att Went ; and ed Monday following, being the Feaſt of — 

m award, King and Confeſſor, was appointed for 

ra s Coronation, which was performed at Meſimin- 

opt Fr, with the uſual Ceremonies. 

nt. Pe next Day the Parliament met again, when the. 

. ommons preſented to the King Sir John Cheney, for = Jen 
ne cir Speaker, whom the King accepted, and he made $yeaker on the 


ee uſual Proteſtation, which was alſo allowed. But the Sickneſs of Sir 
ay following the ſaid Sir Zen, with the Commons, Jobs Geng 
ame again before the King, and declared, That, by 
eaſon of a ſudden Diſorder, he was unable to ſerve, and 
bat they had choſe Sir John Darewood in his Place; 
eiſeeching the King to allow the ſaid Sir John Dare- 
22d to be Speaker for the Commons: Which faid 
WK night, having alſo made the uſual Proteſtation, was 
Wllowed as before. bb 
Then the Commons, with the Aſſent of the Biſhops A 5,14; grant- 
and Lords, for the great Love and Affection which they ed. 
dore their Lord and Sovereign, with other fulſome 
Nompliments, and in order to provide for the War 
gainſt Scotland, Defence of Calais and Ireland, and the 
Amendment of the State, alſo in Hopes that their Re- 
queſts ſhould be granted, gave to the King, for three 
WY cars, the Subſidy on Woolls, Skins, and Wooll-fells; 
hat is, 505. on every Sack from Denizens, and 3/. from 
Aliens; alſo one Tenth and one Fifteenth. | 
The next Thing this Parliament went upon was, to 


201 
ass an Act of Indemnity to ſcreen thoſe who, during —— 
m e late Troubles, had taken up Arms in Favour of the . Adherents. 
ning, then Duke of Lancaſter; likewiſe to paſs an Act 

„rr be repealing the whole Proceedings of the Parlia- L 39 ] 
aui nent at Shrew/bury, 21 Richard II. and to confirm that 


arliament which was held the 11th of the ſaid King, ex- 
ept the Effect of the Pardon granted by the ſaid Statute 
df the 21ſt of Richard II. which they ordained ſhould 


win 
* and, notwithſtanding the reſt of it was repealed n. 
tle, Alſo it was enacted, That nothing, for the future, 


would be eſteemed or adjudged to be "Treaſon, but what 
eas ordained to be fo by the 25th of Edward III. and 
Y hat all blank Charters whatſoever, which the City of 


x London, 
mn Statutes at large, Anno 1 & 2 Henry IV. Walſingham, p. 361, 
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King Henry IV. London, and ſeventeen Counties beſides, had been for 
_— ſeal and give to King Richard, ſhould be utterly | 4 
voi 1 
The Archbiſhop of Canterbury moved the Houſe fo; 
their Conſent to addreſs the King, that he would pleaſe 8 
to create Henry, his eldeſt 1 of Wales, Duke ip 
of Cornwall, and Earl of Cheſter. Upon which the King, = 
fitting in his Royal Seat, in full Parliament, put a Coro- 2 
- net on the Head of the ſaid Henry, his eldeſt Son, 2 4 
+ Ring of Gold on his Finger, and gave him a Golden 
— in his Hand, and kiſſed him; alſo, by a Charter 
iven him, be was created Prince of Wales ®, Sr. I 
His His Uncle, the Duke of York, put the Robes on thel 1 
young Prince, and afterwards brought him to the Sea 
ned, for that Principality, in 1 — It was 3 ; 
alſo then enacted by all the Eſtates, that the ſaid Prince 
ſhould ſucceed his Father in the Realm of England; and 3 B 
— 3 promiſed to accept and obey him accordingly *, 
e next Day, being Thur/day, the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury moved, in the Upper Houſe, that the Lordi 
ſhould in no wiſe diſcloſe any Thing that ſhould then I 
be put to them; which being promiſed by all, thei 
Earl of Northumberland put this important Queſtion ol 
the Houſe, ¶ hat they would adviſe Was fit to be don 
[40] with Richard the late King, in order to his keeping in 
e Cuſlody ; for the King would have his Life ſaved h 
Motion tothe I Means ? FEES which all the Lords, 2 — ate, 
late King's Fer- here under- written, being ſeverally examined, anſwered, 
ſon, That it ſeemed adviſeable to them, that he ſhould b 
© put under a ſaſe and fecret Guard, and in ſuch a Place 
© where no Concourſe of People might reſort to him, 
© and that he be guarded by truſty and ſufficient Perſons; 
© and that no Perſon who had been familiar with him, 
s ſhould be about his Perſon ; and that it ſhould be done 
in the moſt ſecret Manner that can be deviſed.— Ti 
Sentence, which was now agreed on ſo privately, was, on 
the 27th of October, adjudged and confirmed before the 
Kin: ll 
This Charter is extant in Rymer's. Fed. Anglia, Tom. VIII. p. 01.8 


It is only for the Duchy of Cornwal!, wherein all the Lands, Hereditamen's, Wl 
Sc. belonging to it, are expreſſed, The next Inftrument is for the Prin- 


5 mne 


: cipality of Wales. In this Parliament alſo he was created Duke of 4 
tain. Record, = 
© The Prince was juſt then twelve Years old, Holling. Chron. p. $11. 


?P Sa te quele le Roy woet gue lui ſoit ſauvex en touts Maneres, Reco! . | 
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or- 1 'K ing in the Great Hall of IW:ftminfler in full Parlia- King Henry IV, 
ry. Sent, with Addition only, That his Impriſonment | 
old be made perpetual 4, 


br ; 4 be Names of the Lords who, being aſked, aſſented to the 


uke F Dueſtion, are theſe following * : 


ng, e Archbiſhop of Can- Earl of Worce/ter. The Peers pre- 
r0- 42 terbury. Lord Roſs. ſent at that Que= 


9 Archbiſhop of Yori. 
len iſhop of London. 
ter Biſhop of Eh. 

5, Biſhop of Lincoln. 
the Biſhop of Norwich. 
cat Biſhop of Roche/ier. 
v1; Biſhop of Saliſbury. 
ice WBiſhop of Exeter. 
n( Biſhop of Chiche/ter. 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph. 
Biſhop of Che/ter. 


r6:8WBiſhop of St. David's. 
cn WW Biſhop of Llandaf. 
the Biſhop of Durham. 
to Abbot of Veſtminſter. 


Abbot of St. Alban's. 
Abbot of St. Auſtin. 


'by Abbot of Bury. 

ate A bbot of St. Mary's, York. 
ech Abbot of Glouce/ter. 

be Abbot of Battel. 


The Prince. 
Duke of York. 
Earl of Arundele. 
Earl of Warwick. 


My 

ne Ear] of Stafford. 

11; Earl of Northumberland. 
on Earl of Suffolk. 


q Feuſt adjugges a pe 


g I Occaſion, See before, p. 4. 


Lord Grey of Ruthin. — 


Lord Charleton. 

Lord Bardolfe. 

Lord Willoughby. 

Lord Furnival. 

Lord Ferrers. 

Lord Beaumont. 

Lord Berkeley. 

Lord Fitz-Walters. 

Lord Mauley. 

Lord Scales. 

Lord Morley. 

Lord Burnel. 

Lord Lovel. 

Lord Camois. 

Lord Seymor. 

Lord. Cromwel. 

Lord Cobham. 

Lord Fitz- Hugh. 

Lord de Bergavenny. 

Lord Lumley. 

Baron of Grey/lock. 

Baron of Hilton. 

Sir Henry. Piercy. 

Sir Robert Scrope. 

Sir Thomas Erpingbam, 
Chamberlain. 

Sir Matthew Gowin. 


It is obſervable, that the Biſhop of Carliſſe is not in 
this Liſt, and indeed there is great Reaſon for it; he 
being the only Man, either in the Prelacy or Laity, 


that 


tuel Priſane. Record, 
r The Reader may obſerve, upon comparing this with the foregoing Liſt, 
that moſt of the Lords who compoſed the laſt Miniſtry were abſent on this 
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King Henry V. that had the Courage to oppoſe this Uſurpation at that | 


Biſhop of Car- 


of 
'Time. Sir — Hayward d has u us a Speech 7 
made by this Biſhop, on the Occaſion, when the lat 
Queſtion was put in the Houſe of Lords. We ſhall not 


conteſt the Genuineneſs of it; ſo much is certain, that 


died the Death of a Traitor. If it be objected, tha 
it was now too late to make Speeches, when the new 
King was actually crown'd, the aforeſaid Author ha; al 
in ſome Meaſure accounted for that, in remarking, al 
That this Prelate was a Man both learned and wiſe, 
< and always uſed both Liberty and Conſtancy in a good 
© Cauſe; that in his ſecret —— he never gave 
Allowance to theſe Proceedings, yet he diſſembled his 
© Diſlike untill he might, to ſome Purpoſe, declare it; 
© therefore, now, adds he, being in a Place to be heard 
< of all, and, by Order of the Houſe, to be interrupted 
© by none, he roſe up with a bold and reſolute Spirit, 
© and uttered his Mind as followeth *: 


4 His Queſtion, Right Honourable Lords, concern- 
6 eth a Matter of great Conſequence and Weight; 
© the determining whereof will aſſuredly procure ei- 
© ther ſafe Quiet, or dangerous Diſturbance, both to 
© our particular Conſciences, and alſo to the common 
© State. Therefore, before you reſolve upon it, I pray 
© you call to your Conſideration theſe two Things; 
? fir) „ 
q Life of King Henry IV. Lond. 1630. p. 101. It is alſo in Hol. Cbros. 
r The Name of this Biſhop of car was Thomas Merks, alias, of News 
market, alias, Sumeſire, He had been conſecrated An. 1397, was deprived 
in 1399, but lived ſeveral Years after, Le Neve's Faſti Eccleſia Angli- 
CanZ, p. 334. | | 
Waljingham ſays, He was made by the Pope Titular Biſhop of Sam: 
Sir N alter Raleigh writes, that he was the only honeſt Man in this Par- 
Hament, who ſcorned his Life and Fortune, in Reſpect to his Sovereign's 
Right and his own Allegiance. Preregative of Parliaments, p. $5. 
This Biſhop attended Richard in his Expedition to Ireland. See Vol, I. 
P. 500 525. 
apin, upon introducing an Abſtract of this Speech, ſays, that the Com - 
mens, not ſatisfied with the bare Depoſing of King Richard, would have 
had him tried in Form, and petitioned the King for that Purpoſe, His 
Marginal Note on this refers to Cotten's Abridgement for his Authority; 
whereas there is not one Word of this Petition mentioned in the Abridger's 


Account of this Parliament, nor on the Rolls themſelves, Rapin, Fel. 
Edt. p. 486. 
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tha rſt, 
ech . Secondly, Whether King Henry be with good 


laſt * 2 dgment or Juſtice choſen in his Place. For the firſt 
not Point we are fir/t to examine, Whether a King, be- 
that g lawfully and fully inſtituted by any juſt Title, 
the ay, upon Imputation either of Negligence or of Ty- 
pu nny, be depoſed by his Subjects: Secondly, What 


ing Richard hath omitted in the one, or committed 
che other, for which he ſhould deſerve ſo heavy 
9 udgment. I will not ſpeak what may be done in a 
Popular State, or in a Conſular ; in which although 
ge beareth the Name and Honour of a Prince, yet 


ng, Mie hath not Supreme Power of Majeſty ; but, in the 

iſe, ne, the People have the higheſt Empire; in the other, 

ood the Nobility and chief Men of Eſtate ; in neither, the 
Prince. Of the firſt Sort was the Commonwealth of 


nent which Lycurgus framed, oftentimes fined, often- 
Wtimes fettered their Kings, and ſometimes condemned 

them to Death; ſuch were alſo, in Cz/ar's Time, the 
Wpetty Kings of every City in France, who were many 
Times arraigned upon Life and Death, and, as Ambio- 
ir, Prince of the Leodienſes, confeſſed, had no greater 


In- Power over the People, than the People had over them. 
at; Of the ſecond Condition were the Roman Emperors at 
el the firſt; of whom ſome, namely, Nero and Maximianus, 

to were openly condemned; others were ſuddenly ſur- 
on prized by Judgment and Authority of the Senate ; and 
ay ſuch are now the Emperors of Germany, whom the ather 


Princes, by their Ariſtocratical Power, do not only 
reſtrain, but ſometimes alſo remove from their Imperial 
State; ſuch are alſo the Kings of Denmark and Swede- 
land, who are many Times by the Nobility dejected, 
either into Priſon or into Exile ; ſuch likewiſe are the 
Dukes of Venice, and of ſome other Free States in Italy; 
and the chiefeſt Cauſe for which Lewis Earl of Flanders 
was lately expelled from his Place, was for drawing 
to himſelf Cognizance in Matters of Life and Death, 
which high Power never pertained to his Dignity. 

In theſe and ſuch like Governments, the Prince 
Path not regal Rights, but is himſelf ſubject to that 
ower which is greater than his ; whether it be in the 
_ obility or the Common People. But if the Sove- 
: | 6 reign 


he Lacedemonians ; who, after the Form of Govern-- 


[ 43 ] 


41 
Whether King Richard be ſufficiently depoſed or King Henry IV, 


42 


King Henry IV. © reign Majeſty be in the Prince, as it was in the the, 


[ 44] 


© deed from Puniſhment of Secular Laws, except b 


© or erroneous Mind: Yet if a Madman draw his Swor 


To 


— 


A N 
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* firſt Empires, and in the Kingdom of Judea and I 
© rael; and is now in the Kingdoms of England, Frans 67 
Spain, Scotland, Muſcovy, Turkey, Tartary, Pera 9 
Ethiopia, and almoſt all the Kingdoms of Aſia a 
Africa; although, for his Vices, he be unprofitable 1 
© the Subject, yea hurtful, yea intolerable ; yet can the 
* lawfully neither harm his Perſon, nor hazard hl 
Power, whether by Judgment, or elſe by Force: F 
© neither one, nor all Magiſtrates, have any Authori 
© over the Prince, from whom all Authority is derive: 
© and whoſe only Preſence doth filence and ſuſpend a8 
inferior Juriſdiction and Power. As for Force, wa 
Subject can attempt, or aſſiſt, or counſel, or conce:if 
Violence againſt his Prince, and not incur the hi 
© and heinous Crime of Treaſon ? ; 
© It is a common Saying, Thought is free; free in 


Word or Deed it break forth into Action; yet th 
© ſecret Thoughts againſt the ſacred Majeſty of a Prince 
© without Attempt, without Endeavour, have been ac 
« judged worthy of Death; and ſome who, in Auricul: 
© Confeffion, have diſcovered their treacherous Device 
T againſt the Perſon of their Prince, have afterwar' 
© been executed for the ſame. All Laws do exempt 
Madman from Puniſhment, becauſe his Actions ar 
© not governed by his Will and Purpoſe ; and thi 
Will of Man being ſet aſide, all his Doings are indi 
© ferent, neither can the Body offend without a cortu 
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© upon his King, it hath been adjudged to deſerve Death 
And left any Man ſhould ſurmiſe that Prince: 
© for the Maintenance of their own Safety and Sove 
© reignty, are the only Authors of theſe Judgments, | 
* us a little conſider the Patterns and Precepts of Hol 
« Scripture. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Aria, waltti 
* alt Paleſtine with Fire and Sword ; beſieged 22. 5 
© along Time, and at the laſt took it; flew the King 
© burnt the Temple; took away the Holy Veſſels an 
«© Treaſure ; the reſt he permitted to the Cruelty 2 
« Spoil of his unmerciful Soldiers, who defiled all Place 
© with Rape and Slaughter, and ruinated to the Groum * | 
that flouriſhing City: After the Glut of this bloc 

« Butcher 
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aa; there he erected his Golden Image, and 
1: mmanded that * which refuſed to worſhip it, 
ould be caſt into a fiery Furnace. 

What Cruelty, what Injuſtice, what Impiety is 
omparable to this? And yet God calleth Nebuchad- 
azur his Servant, and promiſeth Hire and Wages 
or his Service: And the Prophets Jeremiah and Baruch 
ia write to the Fews to pray for the Life of him, and 

of Belieſbazzar his Son, that their Days might be upon 
SE arth as the Days of Heaven: And Ezekiel, with bie- 


cauſe be revolted from Nebuchadnezzar, whoſe Ho- 
nager and Tributary he was. What ſhall we ſay of 
Saul? Did he not put all the Prieſts to Execution, be- 
cauſe one of them did relieve holy and harmleſs David? 
Did he not violently perſecute that his moſt faith- 
ful Servant and dutiful Son-in-Law, during which 
Purſuit he fell twice into the Power of David ; who 
did not only ſpare, but alſo protect the King ; repro- 
ved the Pretorian Soldiers for their negligent Watch; 
and was touched in Heart for cutting away the Lap of 
his Garment ; and afterwards cauſed the Meſſenger to 
be ſlain, who, upon Requeſt, and for Pity, had lent 
his Hand (as he ſaid) to help forward the voluntary 
Death of that ſacred King? As for the contrary Ex- 
amples, as that of Fehu who ſlew Fehoram and Aba- 
ziah, Kings of Iſrael and Fudah ; they were done by 
expreſs Oracle and Revelation from God, and are no 
more ſet down for our Imitation, than the robbing of 
the Egyptians, or any other particular and privileged 
Commandment ; but in the general Precept, which all 
Men muſt ordinarily follow, not only our Actions, but 
our Speeches alſo, and our very Thoughts, are ſtrictly 
charged with Duty and Obedience unto Princes, whe- 
ther they be good or evil. The Law of God ordain- 
eth, That he which doth preſumptuouſly againſt the Ruler 
of the People ſhall die; and the Prophet David forbid- 
deth to touch the Lord's Anointed; Thou Halt not rail 


in! 
a" 

2: 

ace 
v 


e People. And the Apoſtles do demand further, that 
dung 
1 Powers; and left any ſhould imagine that they meant 


oo 
en of 


5 6 utchery, the People that remained he led captive into King Henry Iv. 


er Terms, abhorreth the Diſloyalty of Zedekiah, be- 


upon the Judges, neither ſpeak Evil againſt the Ruler of 


even our Thoughts and Souls be obedient to higher 
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King Hay IV. e of good Princes only, they ſpeak generally of all; and 
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© further, to take away all Doubt, they make expreß 
Mention of the Evil. For the Power and Authority > 
© of wicked Princes is the Ordinance of God; a, 
© therefore Chriſt told Pilate, That the Power which h: 
had was given him from above; and the Prophet 1/aia; nl 
© calleth: Cyrus, being a profane and heathen Prince, 
© the Lord's Anointed. For God ſtirred up the Spirit 
© even of wicked Princes todo his Will ; and, as far þ 


PRC. 
* 
"% 


© ſaphat ſaid to his Rulers, they execute not the dg. 


© ment of Man, but of the Lord: In regard he reo 
© David calleth them Gods; becauſe they have their 
© Rule and Authority immediately from God; which ii 
© they abuſe, they are not to be adjudged by their Sub- 
« jets, for no Power within their Dominion is ſuperior 
© to theirs; but God reſerveth them to the foreſt Trial: 
© Horribly and ſuddenly, faith the Wiſeman, will the Lord 
© appear unto them, and a hard Judgment ſhall they hau: 
' + The Law of God commandeth, that the Child 
© ſhall be put to Death for any Contumely done unto 
© the Parents; but what if the Father be a Robber? 
© If a Murderer ? If for all Exceſs of Villainies, odious 
© and execrable both to God and Man? Surely he de- 
© ſerveth the higheſt Degree of Puniſhments, and yet 
© muſt not the Son lift up his Hand againſt him, for no 
© Offence is ſo great as to be — way by Parricide: 
© But our Country is dearer unto us than our Parents; 
and the Prince is Pater Patriæ, the Father of our 
Country; and therefore more ſacred and dear unto us 
< than our Parents by Nature, and muſt not be violated, 
© how imperious, how impious ſoever he be: Doth he 


command or demand our Perſons or our Purſes ; we 


© muſt not ſhun for the one, nor ſhrink for the other 
< for, as Nehemiab faith, Kings have Dominion over tht 
© Bodies and over the Cattle of their Subjects, at their 
© Pleaſure. Doth he enjoin thoſe Actions which are 
© contrary to the Laws of God? We muſt neither 
© wholly obey nor violently reſiſt, but with a conſtant 
Courage ſubmit ourſelves to all Manner of Puniſh- 
© ment, and ſhew our Subjection by enduring, and not 
performing; yea the Church hath declared it to be an 
© Hereſy,: to hold that a Prince may be flain or depoſed 
6 by his Subjects, for any Diſorder or Default, * in 

. 6 Lije, 
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andi ife, or elſe in Government. There will be Faults King Henry Iv. 
rebi o long as there are Men; and as we endure with Pa- 
ry jence a barren Year if it happen, and unſeaſonable 
and eather, and ſuch other Defects of Nature, ſo muſt 
be e tolerate the Imperfections of Rulers, and quietly 


= :pc& either a Reformation, or elle a gs 

But, alas | good King Richard, why ſuch Cruelty ? 
hat ſuch Impiety hath he ever committed ? Exa- 

mine rightly thoſe Imputations which are laid againſt 

him, without any falſe Circumſtance of Aggravation, 

and you ſhall find nothing objected, either of any 

Truth, or of great Moment. It may be, that many 

Errors and Overſights have eſcaped him, yet none ſo 

grievous to be termed Tyranny ; as proceeding rather 

from unexperienced 3 or corrupt Counſel, 

than from any natural or wilful Malice. Oh, how 

ſhall the World be peſtered with Tyrants, if — — 

may rebel upon every Pretence of Tyranny ! How 

many good Princes ſhall daily be ſuppreſſed by thoſe, [ 47 } 

by whom they ought to be ſupported ! If they levy a 

Subſidy, or any other Taxation, it ſhall be deemed 

Oppreſſion: If they put any to Death for Traiterous 

Attempts againſt their Perſons, it ſhall be exclaimed 

Cruelty : It they do any, Thing againſt the Luſt and 

Liking of the People, it ſhall be proclaimed Tyranny. 

gut let it be that, without Authority in us, or De- 

ſert in him, King Richard muſt be depoſed : Yet what 

Right had the Duke of Lancaſter to the Crown? Or 

what Reaſon have we, without his Right, to give it to 

him? If he make Title as Heir unto King Richard, 

then muſt he yet ſtay untill King Richard's Death ; 

for no Man can ſucceed as Heir to one that liveth. 

But it is well known to all Men, who are not either 

wilfully blind or groſly ignorant, that there are ſome 

now alive, lineally deſcended from Lionel Duke of 

Clarence, whoſe Offspring was, by Judgment of the 

High Court of Parliament, holden the ninth Year of 

the Reign of King Richard, declared next Succeſſor to 

the Crown, in caſe King Richard ſhould die without 

Iſſue * Concerning the Title from Edmund Crouch- 

back, I will paſs it over; ſeeing the Authors thereof 

are become aſhamed of ſo abſurd Abuſe, both of their 


© own 
t See Vol. I. p. 397, 414, and in this Volume, p. 2. | 
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n w. e own Knowledge and our Credulity ; and therefor 
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And, by like Impreſſion of Fear, Cæſar cauſed the Law 


© and lawful Prince (we muſt live according to Laws, 


© trained in Mind, had appointed him to ſucceed, as it 
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© all the Claim is now made by Right of _ : 
© by the Ceſſion and Grant of King Richard; and ly 
© the general Conſent of all the People. It is a bai 
£ Wooll that will take no Colour: But what = £ 
© can a Subject pretend againſt his Sovereign, where thei 
© War is Inſurrection, and the Victory high and heinou 
© Treaſon? As for the Reſignation which King Rin 4 
< made, being a pent Priſoner for the ſame Cauſe, it i 
an Act extorted by Force, and therefore of no Val 
c dity to bind him: And ſeeing that, by the Laws of thi 
Land, the King alone cannot alienate the antientiſ 
0 Jewels and Ornaments pertaining to the Crown, ſure -. 
© ly he cannot give away the Crown elf, and there- 
< withall the Kingdom. 

© Neither have we any Cuſtom, that the People at 
© Pleaſure ſhould elect their King; but they are alway 
© bound unto him, who, by Right of Blood, is right Suc- 
© ceſlor ; much leſs can they confirm and make good 
< that Title, which is before, by Violence, uſurped ; for 
© nothing can then be freely done, when Liberty 
is once reſtrained by Fear. So did Scylla, by Terrot 
Sof his Legions, obtain the Law Velleia to be made, 
© whereby he was created Dictator for Fourſcore Years: 


1 
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© Servia to be promulged, by which he was made per- 
< petual Dictator : But both theſe Laws were afterward: 
© adjudged void. As for the Depoſing of King Edward 
6 * the Second, it is no more to be. urged than the Poiſon- 

< ing of King John, or the Murdering of any other good 


© and not to Examples); and yet the Kingdom was not 
© then taken from the lawful Succeſſor. But if we look 
back to Times lately paſt, weſhall find that theſe Titles 
were more ſtrong in King Stephen, than they are in 
the Duke of "77 Jorvin F or King Henry I. being at 
© large Liberty, neither reſtrained in Body, nor con- 


2 * „ — rn 1 r — _ aa 


© was, upon good Credit, certainly affirmed, The People 
© aſſented to this Deſignment; and thereupon, without 
© Fear, and without Force, he was anointed King, and 


7 obtained full Poſſeſſion of the Realm". Yet Henry, 


Son 
u See Vol. I. p. 12. 
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locher, to the Crown, notwithſtanding his Father 
725 a Stranger, and himſelf born beyond the Seas, 
ed ſuch rough Wars upon King Stephen, that there 
vas no End of ſpoiling the Goods and ſpilling the 
be Blood of the unhappy People, beſides the Ruins and 
u eformities of many Cities and Holds, untill his law- 
(ful Inheritance was to him aſſured. It terrifieth me 
to remember how many flouriſhing Empires and 
Kingdoms have been, by Means of ſuch Contentions, 
either torn in Pieces with inteſtine Diviſion, or ſub- 
dued to foreign Princes, under Pretence of Aſſiſtance 
and Aid; and I need not repeat how this Realm hath 
heretofore been ſhaken with theſe ſeveral Miſchiefs. 
And yet neither the Examples of other Countries, nor 
the Miſeries of our own, are ſufficient to make us to 
beware. 5 
O Engliſhnen, worſe bewitched than the fooliſh 
Galatians ! Our unſtaid Minds and reſtleſs Refolutions 
do nothing elſe but hunt after our own Harms: No 
People have more Hatred abroad, and none leſs Quiet 
at home: In other Countries the Sword of Invaſion 
hath been ſhaken againſt us: In our own Land, the 
Fire of Inſurrection hath been kindled among us: And 
what are theſe Innovations, but Whetſtones to ſharpen 
the one, and Bellows to blow up the other ? 
« Certainly I fear that the ſame will happen unto us 
which Æſop fableth to have been fallen unto the Frogs, 
who, being deſirous to have a King, a Beam was given 
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od unto. them; the firſt Fall whereof did put them in 
vs, ſome Fear, but when they ſaw it lie ſtill in the Stream, 
10t they inſulted thereon with great Contempt, and de- 
ok fired a King of quicker Courage ; then was ſent unto 
les them a Stork, which, ſtalking among them with ſtately 
in Steps, continually devoured them. The Mildneſs of 
at King Richard hath bred in us this Scorn, interpreting 
n- it to be Cowardice and Dulneſs of Nature; the next 
it Heir is alſo rejected: I will not ſay that with greater 
ple Courage we ſnall find greater Cruelty ; but if either of 
ut theſe ſhall hereafter be able to ſet up their Side, and 


bring the Matter to Trial by Arms, I do afluredly ſay 
that, which Part ſoever ſhall carry the Fortune of the 
© Field, the People both Ways muſt go to Wreck. And 

| thus 
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don of the Earl of Anjou, having a nearer Right, by his King Henry IV. 
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For which he is This Speech, ſays the Hiſtorian from whom we now iT: 
WI 
High Treaſon, Ty 


wh 
Ty 1 


"COS 
* 
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King Henry 1V. © thus have I declared my Mind concerning this Quer. WW 


< tion, in more Words than your Wiſdom, yet fewer, 
© boldly conclude, That we have neither Power no 
© Policy, either to depoſe King Richard, or to ele 
© Duke Henry in his Place; that King Richard remain. F 
eth ſtill our Sovereign Prince, and therefore it is not 
© lawful for us to give Judgment upon him; that the 
© Duke, whom you call King, hath more offended 

© againſt the King and the Realm, than the King bath 

© done, either againſt him or us: For being baniſhed WW 
© the Realm for ten Years by the King and his Council, 
© amongſt whom his own Father was Chief , and 

© ſworn not to return again without ſpecial Licence, he 
© hath not only violated his Oath, but, with impious WE: 
© Arms, diſturbed the Quiet of the Land, and diſpoſſeſ. 

< ſed the King from his Royal Eſtate, and now demand. WP 
© eth Judgment againſt his Perſon, without Offence pro- WW 
© ved, or Defence heard. If this Injury and this Per-. 
« Jury doth nothing move us, yet let both our private . 
© and common Dangers ſome what withdraw us from 


* 


than the Weight of the Cauſe, doth require; and d 


© theſe violent Proceedings. 


ote, was differently taken, as Men were then diffe- 

rently affected, between Fear, Hope, and Shame; yet | 
the major Part, by far, ſhewed themſelves in the Intereſt | 
of their new King Henry; and the Orator was inſtantly WW | 
attached of High Treaſon, by the Earl Marſhal, and c | 
ſent Priſoner to the Abbey of St. Alban s. Whole | 
Counſel,” adds he, then contemned, was afterwards « | 
better thought upon; partly in the Life-time of this 
King Henry, during whoſe Reign ſcarce a Year paſſed iW+ | 
| ; without IF 


a See before in Vol. I. p. 494, 520. 
d Our immortal Shakeſpear, in his Hiftorical Play of King Richard Il. S 


has given us the Subſtance of this Speech, made by the Biſhop of Carliſle, 


918 — 


in his elegant Manners Theobald's Firſt Edition, p. 316. 5 


The ſame great Poet, at the Concluſion of this Play, when the ſaid Bi- Rc | 


ſhop was brought before Henry to receive his Sentence for being concerned "2 
in an Inſurrection againſt him, makes the King ſpeak thus: 


King, © Carliſle, this is thy Doom. 
« Chuſe out ſome ſecret Place, ſome reverend Room, 
« More than thou haſt, and with it joy thy Life; 
& So, as thou liveſt in Peace, die free from Strife. 
& For though mine Enemy thou haſt ever been, 
« High Sparks of Honour in thee I have ſeen,” 


id. p · 34% 
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mo hally in the Reigns ſucceeding. For, within the Space 
lo W thirty-fix Years after this, twelve ſet Battles were 
o ught in this Realm, and on this Quarrel, by Engliſb- 
4 only; and more than fourſcore Princes, of the Blood 


yal of England, ſlain by each other's Swords ©. And, 
e may add, That the Hand of Death did not ſtop till 
had actually extinguiſhed all the Male Heirs of each 
ine, 

It cannot be amiſs to quote one whole Paragraph 
rom a late Hiſtorian, containing his Reflections on the 
Conduct of this Parliament, in the Sentence of King 
_R:-4rd's perpetual Impriſonment; and, what is agreed 
y more antient Hiſtorians, though it is not in the Re- 
Words, that there was made to it this terrible and unjuſt 
Addition, That if, at any Time, any Inſurrection ſhould 
made in his Favour, he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould 
uffer Death for it“. Becauſe we think that here the 
Foreigner ſhews his Partiality on the Side of Monarchy, 
and ſeems to own that Parliaments are capable of act- 
ing as unjuſtly as the moſt abſolute Kings (a Circum- 
tance few will believe that have not well noted this 
Paſſage) and we therefore ſhall give it in his Tranſlator 


49 


Without much Slaughter and Execution; but more eſpe-King Henry IV. 
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vw HT indal's own Words © : 

e- * It is not my Buſineſs to determine how far the yy, Ropis's Re- 
et Authority of the Parliament may be extended, with marks on the 
ſt reſpect to the King's Perſon; I ſhall only obſerve, Sentence againſt 


© that this is the ſecond Inſtance of the Depoling of a 
King of England, without hearing his Defence, or fo 
much as obſerving the uſual Formalities preſcribed by 
the Law, in the Trial of the meaneſt Subject. The 
Parliament which depoſed Edward II. was ſatisfied 
wich decreeing, that he ſhould be kept in ſafe Cuſtody 
during Life: But this Parliament, to Richard's De- 
* poling, adds the Sentence of Death; for no other- 
* wiſe can the Condition be conſidered upon which his 


" © Life is granted. Let us farther remark, that one of 
« the chief Articles of Accuſation againſt this Prince, 


* was his putting to Death the Duke of Glouceſter his 
Uncle, without a previous Trial; and this ſame Par- 
Vol. II. D * lament 


© Sir John Hayward, p. 110. Halling. p. 511, 
4 Hall's Chron, Fol. X and Grafton, p. =E 
", Rapir, Vol, J. P. 487. 


King Richards 
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© ljatnent condemns him unheard, upon his bare Co 
« feffion, when a Priſoner ; not that he is guilty of ty 
c particular Crimes laid to his Charge, but that he is, 1 * 
< his own Opinion, unworthy to wear the Crown. The ® 
care not content with {tripping him of his Royalty, by 
£ order him to be impriſoned for Life. What do 1 f 
They really condemn him to die, fince, in ſeemingu 
© grant him his Life, they add a Condition, which p 
© bably muſt ſoon make him loſe it. If in peruſin — 
Reign of Richard II. one cannot help deteſting the Pr 4 

© ciples of the Shrewſbury Parliament, which tended i 
c ſubject the Lives, Honours, and Fortunes of the Nati 
© to the King's Will, what ought we to think of this 
By a contrary Exceſs, they put the Life and Honowlil 

© of the King himſelf in the Power of his Subjects, an; 
© refuſe the Sovereign a Privilege, which every Enzo 
© Subject has a Right to demand. The Examples the. 
© two Parliaments afford, are a clear Evidence that .. 
© Engliſþ Conſtitution can never pretend to that Degrif 

© of Perfection, boaſted by ſome, till the Bounds to b 

© preſcribed to the Prerogative Royal, and the Privilege i 


© of Parliament, are preciſely determined.” h 
To proceed with the Buſineſs tranſacted in this Puff t 
liament: The Commons appeared again with the s 
Speaker, and declared to the King, that the Duke d 
Brittany had ſent Word that he was ready to do ali: 


that the Earldom of Richmond, being his own Inheri 


which the King would deſire him, and therefore praye 
( 
| 


tance, might not be granted away by any Letters P: 
tent ; which Petition was made a Requeſt from th: 
Commons, and granted. 

The Duke of York, the Earl of Northumberland, an 
others of Kindred to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
prayed the King that the ſaid Archbiſhop might halt! 
his Recovery againſt Roger Walden, who had been mad: 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury during the other's Exile, fat | 
ſundry Waſtes and Spoils done by the ſaid Roger i 
the Archbiſhoprick aforeſaid; which the King inſtant 
— and thanked them for their Motion. But t 

ommons, upon hearing of this Award, prayed th 
King that, ſince they were not made privy to the Jud; 
ment aforeſaid, no — might be made to charge q 3 

nal Wi" 


of EN GL AN p. 


3 8 
are them Parties therein. To which the Archbiſhop King Henry IV. 
Canterbury, by the King's Command, anſwered, 


＋ hat the Commons in Parliament were only Peti- A particular 

be ioners, and that all Judgments belong to the King Judgment again 
| 10 , 8 S Commo 

by ad Lords; unleſs it was in Statutes, Grants of Sub- the ns. 


"Fc dies, or ſuch like; which Ordinance the King willed 
= ould be from that Time obſerved. 


The two Northern Earls, Northumberland and We. 
poreland, requeſted the King that he would purge them 
om a Reproach caſt on them, That they had adviſed 
oh the King to make War on Scotland. The King took 
4 upon himſelf, and cauſed the Earl of Northumberland 
Wo fk every Lord there, ſeparately, his Opinion rela- 
i: to the ſaid War; who all encouraged the King 
o undertake it. To which he added, by his own 
—_—_ th, firſt thanking them for their good Advice, That 
would venture both his Body and Blood in that Cauſe, 
br in any other for the Good and Safety of the Realm. 
To the King's eldeſt Son, beſides the Titles and Prin- 
ipalities already conferred this Parliament, were added 
e Dukedoms of Aquitain and Lancaſter ; to the latter 
df which were given all ſuch Liberties and Franchiſes 
as were heretofore granted to the Duke of the ſaid 
SD uchy ; and that they ſhould remain to his eldeſt Son, 
nd to his Heirs, Dukes of Lancaſter, diſſevered from 
he Crown of England ; and thereupon the King deli- 
ered a Charter thereof, made in Parliament, to Henry 
is eldeſt Son. 1 
The King enacted, by the Aſſent of the Lords, That 
certain new People, diſguiſed in white Garments, co- 
ming from beyond Sea, and pretending great Sanctity, 
could in no wiſe be ſuffered to tarry or harbour within 
the Realm. \ 
Next follow ſeveral private Affairs, too tedious to men- 
ion, except. that, on the Petition of Sir Thomas Haxey, 
lerk, the King pardoned and revoked the Judgment 
made againſt him in the 20th Year of King Richard's 
Reign, and reftored him to Blood, and the Recovery of 
all his Goods, Livings, Lands, and Tenements 8. 
033 Richard 
8 He was then a Member of Parliament, and was ſentenced to Death, 


for bringing in a Bill to regulate the King's Houſhold, Anno 20 Rich, II. 
See Vol, I. p. 458, 484. 
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King Henry TV. Richard Clifford, then Keeper of the Privy Seal, 
Richard Metford, Biſhop of Saliſbury, and Maſter Henry 
Bowett, Clerk, were alſo reſtored as above; the laſt Per- 
ſon was ſoon after made Archbiſhop of York. The 8 
Commons alſo petitioned the King, That he would ; 
pleaſe to conſider the poor Eſtate of the Ducheſs of I.. 
land, that the Lands of her own Barony might be a. 

ſigned to her in this preſent Parliament. The King re. 
p turned the Commons many gracious Thanks for this 
Prayer, and promiſed to be a good Lord to her, and to 
all his other Couſins. 3 
Sir William Rickhill, one of the Judges to the late # 
King, but now a Priſoner, was brought before the Par- 
liament, and required to anſwer by what Warrant he 
took and certified the Confeſſion of the late Duke of 
Glouceſter, in the 21ſt Year of Richard II.“ and, by Ot- 
der of the King, Sir Walter Clopton, Chief Juſtice of 
the King's Bench, was put to examine him. But Ric4- 
hill anſwering at full, and producing ſufficient Autho- 
rity for what he had done, and his ſincere Dealing there- 
in, the Lords unanimouſly declared, That they thought 
he had acted juſtly ; and upon this the Chief Juſtice 
adjudged the faid Sir William acquitted thereof for ever, 
A very popular Affair was alſo done in this Parlia-W 
ment, which muſt have given this new King great Cre- 
dit amongſt his Subjects. The laſt Day of it, which was 
November 19, the King and the Lords ordained, That 
all the Remembrances, called Raggemans, or Blank 
Charters, formerly ſealed for the City of London, and 
for divers Counties, Cities, and Boroughs in England, 
ſhould be returned, and that Writs ſhould be made out 
and ſent to the ſaid Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, 
rehearſing, That the King takes all the Reſiants and 
Inhabitants in the ſaid Places to be his good and faithful 
, Subjects; and that no Confeſſion by them made and 
comprized in the ſaid Remembrances, is, or ſhall be, any 
Derogation to the State of any Perſon or Perſons ; that 
the ſaid Remembrances ſhould be torn and deſtroyed in 
the moſt open and public Place within the ſaid Counties, 
Cities, and Boroughs ; and that if any Record of them 
be made in any Court or Place, the King wills that it 
ſhould be cancelled, and throughout revoked and re- 
pealed, and held of no Effect whatſoever. 


h Vol. I. p. 475, 501. 


Same 
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a, me Petitions of the Commons, with the King's Anſwers King Henry IV. 
m K to them, given in this Parliament. 

4 3 3 22 
4 L Pititien. That the Liberties of the Church, the Petitions of the 
by 4 reat Charter, and Charter of the Foreſts be confirm- Commons. 


bo 4 d, 
28 Anſwer. The King willeth the ſame l. 
Peet. That the Lords Spiritual, Temporal, and the 
Judges, do not from henceforth plead, in Excuſe, that 
they durſt not, for Fear of Death, to ſpeak the Truth. 
Anſw. The King reputeth them all to be juſt, and 
hat they will not give him Counſel to the contrary ; but 


ae they do, let Complaint be made. 
_m_ Pet. That all the King's Chief Officers be ſworn 
" to ſhup all Bribery, and ſuch as are attainted thereof 


) co loſe all they have. 

"WS Anſw. Every ſuch Officer, upon Attaint, ſhall be pu- 
ed for his Miſdoing ; otherwiſe the Statutes already 
made may ſuffice. | 
Pet. * That no Part of the Crown-Lands may be 
ſold, given, or exchanged; and that there be a Re- 
ſumption of ſuch as are. 

Anſw. The King will be adviſed of this, 

Pet. That every Man may purſue his Remedy for 
all Havock and Spoils committed ſince the coming 
of the King. 

Anſw. For Spoils done where the King's Army hath 
been, he will be adviſed ; for the reſt be granteth. 

Pet. That all Men diſpoſſeſſed of any Tenements, 
without Proceſs of Law, may be reſtored, if done ſince 
the King's coming in. | | 

Anſw. They are remitted to the Common Law. 

D 3 | Pet. 


1 The Preamble to this Statute, and the reſt in this Year, begins in 
his Manner : 

* Henry, by the Grace of God, King of England, and of France, and 
Lord of Ireland; to the Laud and Honour of God and Reverence of Holy 
Church, for to nouriſh Unity, Peace, ana Concord amongſt all Parties 
within the Realm of England; and for Redreſs and Recovery of the ſame 


= Realm, which now of late hath been dangerouſly put to great Ruin and 
les, Deſolation, by the Aſſent of the Prelates, Dukes, Earls, Barons, and 
em at the Inſtance and ſpecial Requeſt of the Commons of the ſame Realm 
+ it aſſembled at his Parliament, held at Weftminfter on the Feaſt of St. Faith 
- the Virgin, the fia ſt Year of his Reign, hath inade, ordained, and eſtabliſh- 


ed certain Ordinances and Statutes in Form, as followeth,* Statutes at 
age, Anna 1 Henry IV. 


* 
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King Henry IV. Pet. That, in Conſideration of the great Plague in 

8 © the North, it would pleaſe the King to lie with h 
© Army in the Midſt of the Kingdom. | 
Anſw. The King will be adviſed. 2 
Pet. That the King will appoint able Captains, 2 

© well in England as in Wales. * 

(551 Anſw. The King meaneth no « 1 

The Commons grant to the 


ing, that he ſhall be 
© as free, and enjoy as great Liberties, as any of his Pro- 
© genitors had before him; whereupon the King, in Par. 
0 — promiſed that he would not turn the ſame 


1 


© contrary to the Laws. 4 


Pet. The Commons pray the Reverſal of the Jude 
© ment given againſt Richard Earl of Arundele in the 21H. 
© Year of King Richard, and that Reſtitution be made 
© to Thomas his Son and Heir k. E 

Anſw. The King hath ſhewn Favour to Thomas nM 
Earl, and to others. ; 

Pet. * That ſuch Records, touching the Inheritance 
© of the ſaid Earl of Arundele and Surrey, late embezzled,iſ 
© may be ſought for and reſtored. | 

Anſw. The King willeth. 

Pet. They make the like Requeſt for Reſtitution to 
© be made to Thomas Earl of Warwick '. © 

Anſw. The King hath ſhewn Favour to him alſo. 

Pet. They require a Repeal of the Act made Ann 
© 21 Richard II. with a general Reſtitution of Lands 
© and Goods to all ſuch as loſt thereby. 

Anſw. The King has been gracious in this alſo, and fit 
the reſt be will be adviſed u. | 1 

heſe 


E See Vol. I. p. 470, 496. 

1 Ibid. p. 477, 502. | 

m A Repeal of the whole Parliament holden 21 Richard II. and of the 
Authority given thereby was paſſed, and the Parliament held 11 Rich II. 
confirmed. Alſo a Reſtitution to thoſe, or their Heirs, who were attaintet 
21 Richard Il. Statutes at large, An. 1. Henry IV. See before, in the 
Firſt Volume, p. 412. 437, and 492, 517. 

The Parliament 21 Richard II. was called, ſays Hall. the Evil Parlis- 
ment for the Nobility, the worſe for the Menalty, but the worſt of all for 
the Commonalty. Hall's Chron. Fol. XI. 

A general Pardon was alſo paſſed for Treaſon, Felony, Sc. except i. 
the Murderers of the Duke of Glouceſter. Stat. at large, An. 1 Henry IV. 
Hall writes, that an Act was paſſed this Parliament for entailing th! 
Crown of England on this King Henry, his four Sons in Succeſſion, and 
their Poſterity; and hath given us the Subſtance of it. But nothing 0 
this Nature appears on the Records, or in the Statute - Books, till A.. 
Henry IV. which ſee, 
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public Affairs, which paſſed in this Parliament: 
t there are yet ſome Matters in the Pleas of the 
on, entered on the Rolls at the End of this preſent 
„ liament, which deſerve our Attention. 
re Commons prayed the King, that the Lords, who 


the late King Richard, may be called on to anſwer 
weir Acts done at that Time. The Records of 
a. ich were brought and read in Parliament, in the Pre- 

ce of Edward Duke of Albemarle, Thomas Duke of 
ry, John Duke of Exeter, Fobn Marquis of Dorſet, 
„ Earl of Saliſbury, and Thomas Earl of Glouceſter. 
heſe were all the Accuſers of the Archbiſhop and the 
ct of the Lords, in the Parliament of the 21ſt of 
hard II. that were ſpared from Execution; except 
ing Henry himſelf, then Earl of Derby, who was the 
incipal Perſon concerned in that Aﬀair, 


ommand, whom he durſt not diſobey : 


Watent, it was entirely againſt his Will, and he called 
ertain Lords to witneſs the ſame : He alſo endeavour- 
to excuſe himſelf from adviſing, or being any ways 
ivy to, the Death of the Duke of Glouceſter.” 
The Duke of Surrey prayed the King to conſider the 
nder Age and ſmall Reputation he was in at the 
ime the Appeal was made, Afterwards, he anſwered 
all Points, as the former Duke had done; all which 
offered to prove when the King ſhould appoint. 
The Duke of Exeter pleaded alſo as above; only, 


4 relation to the Duke of Glouceſter, he added, that he 
intel Ieard King Richard ſay, that he ſhould be ſlain. 
n the 


The Marquis of Dorſet affirmed as before; only he 
ade no Mention of the Duke of Glouceſter, | 

The Earl of Sali/bury ſaid, That he was drawn into 
e Appeal, for Fear of his Life ; and for that he was 


eant to have ſlain the Duke of 2 the King's 
ather; albeit he was ready, by the King's Order, to 
ave diſproved the Charge; but, for that he had not yet 


re Appellants in the Parliament held the twenty-firſt. 


cuſed by the Duke of No» felt, that he ſhould have 


offered 
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n 7 Theſe were all or moſt of the Petitions and Anſwers, King Henry IV, 
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The Duke of Albemarle was called on firſt, who Proceedings 

eaded in Excuſe, * That he was no Contriver of the 4 —— 

id Appeal; and what he then did was by the King's and other Lords 
h 


at, in rela- Appellants, in 


on to King Henry's Exile, and Revocation of- his 38 Riche 
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King Penry IV. offered to acquit himſelf thereof, he aſked Pardon ty 
the ſame l. 1 
The Earl of Glaucęſter affirmed the ſame with te 
Duke of Albemarle, 4 
[ 57 ] After theſe Noblemen had anſwered the ſeveral Que 
ſtions, they were all ordered to withdraw, whilſt tl: 
King and Parliament conſulted what Sentence to aan 
They are ſen- for them. And the King and Lords did adjudge, Tha 
tence+by Parlia- © the ſaid Dukes, Marquis, and Earls, ſhould loſe thei 
— _ — og. Names and Titles, and all the Honours thereto be 
= ; © longing; and that they ſhould forfeit all the Lan 
and Goods which they, or any of them, had gie, 
© them at the Death of the ſaid Duke of Glowce/ter, of 
© at any Time ſince; and that if they, or any of then 
© ſhould eſpouſe the Quarrel, or aſſiſt the Perſon, d 
King Richard, lately depaſed, that then the fan 
© ſhould be Treaſon.“ Which Sentence or Judgment 
by the King's Command, was pronounced by Sir Jillian 
Thyrning, Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench. 
But are reftores But, after all, we find that, as to their Lands, it wr 
by the King, Jeft to the King either to continue them in Poſſeflion 
or turn them out if he pleaſed : Yet Henry, willin 
to begin his Reign with ſome Acts of Clemency, nc 
only left them their Eſtates, but ſome Time afterward 
reſtored them to their Honours. Moreover, he mad 
the Duke of Exeter, who had married his Half Siſter 
Governor of Calais, But Walſingham * writes, that thi 
mild Sentence on the Lords was greatly reſented by tht 
common People, both againſt the King and his Coun 
eil, becauſe they judged thoſe Noblemen, by their lats 
Proceedings, guilty of Death. 

On the 19th Day of November, the Commons re 
quired, that the Arreſt and Judgment againſt Jan 
le Scrope, Earl of Miliſbire, Sir Henry Green, and Jeb 
Buſſy, Knights, who had been executed without 21) 
Proceſs at Briſtol, _ be confirmed in full Patlia 
ment?, On which Sir Richard le Scrope ſtood u 
weeping, and humbly petitioned the King that nothin 
might be done to diſinherit him or his Children, con 
ſidering the ſaid William was his Son. The * 

alKed 
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ml? Who anſwered, that it was lawful. Upon 
hich the King ſaid that he would have all the Lands 
the Perſons aforeſaid forfeited to him by Way of Con- 
eft, as of thoſe who had been the chief Actors in the 
.cliament of the 21ſt of Richard II. But, nevertheleſs, 


ands, &c. notwithſtanding his Right to them as afore- 
aid; and told the ſaid Sir Richard that he would not 
dave the Lands that belonged to him, or any of his 
hildren, that were alive, becauſe he always took him 
or a true and loyal Knight. Whereupon the Com- 

ons thanked the King for his juſt Judgment, and 
blefſed God for ſending them ſuch a King and Gover- 
or P. 

The laſt Thing which we ſhall mention in the Pro- 
eedings of this Parliament, is ſome farther Inquiry 
made there in relation to the Duke of Glouceſter; which, 
though not all mentioned in the Records, our older 
Chroniclers 9, particularly Hollingſbead, are very exact 
in deſcribing. Sir Fohn — then a Priſoner in the 
Tower, was brought to the Bar of the Houſe, and there 
examined on the Affair of that Murder; who there de- 
clared, In a Bill then delivered in, That it was b 
the Advice and Inſtigation of the Duke of Albemarle 
that the Lords were apprehended by the King, and 
© that the Duke of Glouce/ter was inhumanly murdered 
© at Calais. That the Duke of Neroli did keep the 
Duke of Gloucefter alive three Weeks againſt the 
King's Will; but, for Fear of the King's Diſplea- 
© ſure, the ſaid Duke and himſelf, with ſeveral of the 
King's Servants, went over to Calais, and ſaw him 
© put to Death.“ After this Declaration was openly 
read, the Duke of Albemarle roſe up and ſaid, * That 
© he utterly denied the Charge to be true againſt him, 
and offered to juſtify his — by Combat, in 
* ſuch Manner as ſhould be thought requiſite.” But, 
Baggott not being at Liberty to accept the Challenge, 
the Lord Fitz-Walter, and twenty other Lords, offered 
to make it good by their Bodies, that he was the Cauſe 


p Tiel Roy et Governour, Record, 


q4 Hollingſbead's Chron, p. 541, 512, Cc. Sir Jobn Hayward, 112. 
Daniel in Kennet, 274. | 


Y ed Sir Richard, if the Judgment againſt his Son was King Henry IV. 
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> declared it was not his Intention to keep thoſe _ 


y Inquiry into the 


Murder of the 
Duke of G lou- 


ceſter. 


of 
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rey ſtood up againſt the Lord Fitz-Walter, and havin 
affirmed that what the Duke of Albemarle had done ll 
againſt the Duke of Glouceſter was by Conſtraint, be 
offered to vindicate him by Fight; and all their Hoods, ul 
which they flung down as Pledges of their Intentions, nm 
were delivered to the Conſtable and Marſhal to be kept, 
But theſe Differences the King thought proper to ac 
commodate, in a Way more politic and more con- 
ſiſtent with the Exigence of the Times, than ſuffering 
them togo on to a Martial Trial. 2 

Baggott, in one of his Examinations before the Houſe, 
mentioned one Jobn Hall, then a Priſoner in Neugat, Wi 
who could ſay much more than he, relating to the Death Wi 
of the Duke of Glouceſter. Which Hall, being ſent 
for and examined, confeſſed the whole Matter; whoſe Wl 
Examination, Confeſſion, and Sentence paſſed againſt 
him, being on the Rolls, we ſhall give as extracted Wi 
from the Records themſelves. 

« Zohn Hall, a Servant of the Duke of Norfolk, being 
examined by Sir Walter Clapton, Chief Juſtice, in ful 
Parliament, confeſſed, upon his Oath, That, in the 
Month of September, Anno 21 Richard II. the Duke of 
Norfolk charged the ſaid John, among others, to murder 
the Duke of Glouce/ter, there being preſent one John 
Colfox, an Eſquire of the ſaid Duke of Norfolk ; and that 
they two then being at Calais, went together to our 
Lady's Church, where they found William Hempterley, 
Eſq; as aforeſaid ; Bradeſton, Eſq; as aforeſaid ; 
Milliam Serle, of the Chamber of the late King 
Richard; Franceis Valette, of the Chamber of the Duke 
of Albemarle ; William Rogers, William Dennice, and 
—— Cock, Servants to the ſaid Duke of Norfolk ; all 
whom were {worn upon the Body of Chriſt, before one 
Sir William Chaplin, of St. George's, in the Church of 
our Lady in Calais, that they ſhould not diſcloſe the ſaid 
Fact or — ; 

That, after this Oath made, they all together went 
with the Duke of Norfo/t towards the Houſe called the 
Princes Inn; and when they were come, the ſaid Duke 
of Norfolk cauſed the Perſons aforeſaid to enter into a 
Lodging within the ſame Houſe, and ſo departed. 

After which John Loyetefte, with ſundry other 

Eſquires, 
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ur. 

ing to the ſaid Serle and Franceis in an inner Parlour, 
dne | ſaid, There is Serle and Franceis : Whereupon the 
de re of Glouce/ter ſaid, Now JI ſee I. ſhall do well; and 
d, ed Serle how the King did? who ſaid, Well; and 
ns, . to him Commendations, and then the ſaid 7ohn 
pt. 7 


14 —— departed. 
0. W hereupon the ſaid Serle and Franceis took the ſaid 
n- ore of Gloucefter into an upper Chamber, ſaying, That 
ng would ſpeak with him; unto whom, when they were 

me there, they ſaid; That the King's Will was, that 
ſhould be ſlain ; the Duke anſwered thereto, Fit be 
WW. it is welcome. That Serle and Franceis willed the 
uke to take a Chaplain, whom the Duke there took, 
d was confeſſed. 9735 
Atſter which Confeſſion they cauſed the Duke to lie 
pon a Bed, upon whom fo lying, the ſaid Serle and 
Fr anceis threw a Feather-Bed. the Sides whereof the ſaid 
illiam Rogers, Dennice, and Cock, of the Chamber, 
jeld ; and Serle and Franceis lay on the Mouth of the 
aid Duke untill he was dead ; 1 Hempſterley, and 
Bradeſton, ſat that Night by the Duke on their Knees, 
veeping, and praying for the Soul of the ſaid Duke; 
ind Hall, this Examinant, kept the Door untill the Duke 

as ſlain. | 
After the Death of which Duke, the Duke of Nor- 
alk came in, and ſeeing him dead, ſaid, It were a great 
atter to have the ſaid Duke living again. 5244 

By which Confeffion, it ſeemed to the Lords that 
he the ſaig John Hall had deſerved a grievous Death; 
whereupon they adjudged, by the Aﬀent of the King, 
that the ſame Hall ſhould be drawn from Tower- Hill 
to Tyburn, his Bowels to be burnt before him, his 
Body to be hanged, headed, and quartered, and his 
Head to be ſent and ſet upon Calars, and his Quarters 


did Execution accordingly.” 
Though the Reader may find that this Revolution was 
ſufficiently ſanctified by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and all the other Biſhops, except one, concurring with 
it, yet a more formal Teſtimony was expected from 
them. And whilſt the two Houſes of Parliament were 
acting, in the Manner aboveſaid, at Veſtminſter, the 
| Biſhops 


oo 1 uires, brought the Duke of Glouceſter, and delivered King Henry IV. 


at the King's Pleaſure ; and the Marſhal the ſame Day 
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King Henry IV. Biſhops and Clergy met in the Convocation at St. Pai 
The King rightly judging that, in order to ſupport hin 
ſelf on the Throne, it was neceflary to make that Bo 
his Friends, he ſent the Earls of Northumberland an .- 
Weſtmoreland to aſſure them of his Protection. The; ll 
Ambaſſadors, being admitted into the Aſſembly, ſaid,_ 
That they were come from the King, not to deman 
Money, as was ufual in the former Reign; but to ac 

[61] © quaint the Clergy of the King's Reſolution to maintain 
: them in all their Privileges and Immunities. Adding, 

The King pro- © that they had Orders to aſſure the Convocation, tha 

miſes to aſſiſt the . . . 

i: in activ. - wing was ready to concur with them in whateveiil 

pating Hereſy, * Means ſhould be thought proper to extirpate Hereſy, 
and puniſh obſtinate Heretics.“ They concludelii 
with deſiring the Clergy's Prayers for the Welfare of the 
King and Kingdom. | 

The French, Writer, before-quoted, remarks here 
That nothing could be more apt to gain the Hearts i 
the Eccleſiaſtics, than the King's Promiſe to extirpatei 
Hereſy. The Number of the Lollards, which daily in. 
creaſed, gave the Clergy much Reaſon to fear that, in 
the End, a Reformation might be ſet on Foot, very de- 
trimental to their Temporal Intereſts. Accordingly the 
Aſſurances the King gave the Convocation were recei-· 
ved with great Demonſtrations of Joy and Thankfulnels; 
and the Reader will find, in the Courſe of this Reign, 
that he ſtrictly kept his Word with them. 


The next Year, Anno 1400, began with Troubles of 

The King of Various Kinds, but all levelled againſt Henry and his 

France declares new-acquired Government. The King of France, whoſe 

»gainſt Heng. Daughter Richard had married, was exceedingly exal- 

perated at the late Revolution; and made . Prepa- 

rations to revenge the Wrong done to his Son in- Law, 

Henry had ſent an Embaſly into France, to excuſe this 

Matter as well as he could, but the Envoys could pro- 

ceed no farther than Calais; becauſe the French King 

: had not only denied them his Safe- Conduct, but had 

& Covncil, of impriſoned an Herald they had ſent to demand it. In 

Peers only, call'd 1 & 

to prevent char- this preſſing Exigency, nothing but War, being expected, 

ging the Com- and the Sinews of it very much wanted, Henry called 

Tf with 29) a Great Council of Peers to meet at Veſiminſter on the 
ax forthe War. 

gth Day of February, to conſult of proper * to 

5 welt 
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ol = Memorial of what was concluded on in this Coun- 
* = which, as it is there expreſſed, was called of Lords 
bet itual and Temporal only, in this preſſing Neceſſity, 
ad void ſummoning any Parliament“, and laying any 


or Impoſition on the Commons. They therefore 
eented to raiſe Forces at their own Expence ; and 
oe Liſt of the Names of the Peers then preſent, is 
Account of what Number of armed Men each Tem- 
ral Lord engaged himſelf to bring; but the Spiritual, 
d' there alſo named, were out of this Queſtion. 

Nor were the Scots leſs frightful to Henry on the other 
ez; but, taking Advantage of the Diſſentions in England, 
ey broke the Truce, and made ſeveral Inroads, with 
eat Devaſtions and Plunderings. To ſtem this Tide, 
enry carried his new-raiſed Forces towards Scetland ; 


ment he had ſummoned to appear at York; for we 
d that Writs of Summons were ſent out, directed to 
enry Prince of Wales, &c. and dated at Yeftminfler 
e 19th Day of September, for a Parliament to meet at 
ork, on the Feaſt of All- Saints next coming. The 
bridgement of the Records has given us no more than 
e Names of the Peers that were ſummoned to this 
arliament ; it is probable that the Buſineſs of it was 
Wterrupted by the Inſurrections then made in the Na- 
en in Favour of King Richard. It is not for our 
urpoſe to be ſo particular as to deſcribe all theſe firft 
ttacks againſt this new-ſettled Government ; we muft 
fer our Readers to the larger Engl;/þ Hiſtorians for 
at Purpoſe. Sufficient it is to ſay, that theſe Civil 
umults were ſoon quaſhed, and the Authors of them 
ffered Death, or perpetual Impriſonment. In this 
nterval it was thought neceſſary that the unhappy 


With his Great Grandfather Edward II. to make ſure 
ork, and prove this common Maxim true, that 


+ here it but a ſmall Space betwixt the Priſons aud Graves 
od Kings *, 
he After 


Pour eſchuire aucune Parlement efire ſammoner, &c, Fad, Ang, 
om. VIII. p. 125, 126. 

Authors differ as to the Manner of his Death. Some ſay he was mur- 
ered with a Poll- Ax: Others, that he was tar sed to Death. 
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rt this Blow. In the Collection of Public 4s is aKing Henry Iv. 


( 62] 


- 


; ad, in his Way thither, he thought to have met a Par- Anno Regnt 2. 


1400, 


At York, 


Decaſion, though innocent of them himſelf, ſhould be Richard II. put 
Iſo removed; and Richard Il. underwent the ſame Fate do Death. 
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King Henry IV. After theſe Commotions were, in ſome Meaſun, | «, 
Anno Regni a. quieted, another Parliament was ſummoned to meet « 


1401. 


the 20th of January, in the ſecond Year of this Kin; 


At W:fminfier, When the Knights and Burgeſſes were called into W ll 


[63] 


- the King's Bench, by the King's Command, declare 


© pedition againſt the Scots; and, laſtly, for reſiſting 
the Rebels in North Wales; all which Adventuyl 


© mons ſummoned to Parliament were more intent it 


Chancery Court, in Weſtminſter-Hall, before the Ch 
cellor and the Steward of the King's Houſhold, 0 
Name; upon whoſe Appearance, the Chancellor . 
2 the Parliament to the next Day, by the King's Au to 
ority. =, 
On the ſaid Day Sir William Thyrning, Chief Juſtice WY 


That this Parliament was called to the End that Holi 
Church, and other Corporations and Perſons ſhouliil 
© enjoy their Liberties; that all good Laws ſhould be e 
© cuted, and Juſtice truly miniſtred ; and that nothin 
© ſhould be done in Derogation of the Common Law 

He then rehearſed, * What great Charges the Ki 
© had been at for his Coronation ; for ſupprefling tif 
© late Rebellion attempted by the Nobles ; for his E: 


—— 


© he had undertaken in his own proper Perſon.“ H 
further told them, That the King was bound to! 
turn the Queen into France, with all ſuch Jewels a 
* Riches as King Richard, lately deceaſed, had with ba 
© in Marriage. He put them in Mind of the Charge 
for keeping of Calais, and the King's other Fortreligh 
© abroad; eſpecially for the Duchy of Guienne, bei 
© annexed to the Crown, for the which War was like 
© to enſue, becauſe the King of France had created hi 
© eldeſt Son Duke of Guienne ; and laſtly, for the Way 
© in Scotland and Ireland. For the Support of a} which 
great Charges he urged the Lords and Commons tt 
© conſult and to conſider the Importance of them. Ani 
« whereas, heretofore, ſeveral of the Lords and Com 


A > Ss © Fai. Ina 9D 


wy ew 3 


© minding their own private Buſineſs and Concerns thay 
< that of the Realm, the King wills and commands, It 
< ſaid, That no Lord, Knight of a County, Citizen 
© Burgeſs, come to this Parliament by Summons, ſhoull 
« abſent himſelf from it, or leave the Town on any Pre 
© tence whatſoever ; but that they ſhould attend it ever 
Pay in the Places affigned for them, He conclude 

| c will 
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W preſent him the next Day to the King. 
hen the Receivers and Triers of Petitions were ap- 
Wntcd for England, and the other Kingdoms and 
2 WS untries abroad, as uſual ; and on the Day after, be- 
=> 7nuary 22, the Commons preſented to the King Sir 


ich was accepted and enrolled. 
Oa the 25th, the Commons by their Speaker, in full 
xrliament, © gave the King moſt hearty Thanks for 
is Promiſe of maintaining the Catholic Faith. They 
eſired that the King would not give an Ear to any 
anderous and untrue Reports concerning their Pro- 
edings, but let the Event ſhew the ſame.” Which 
ing promiſed, the Speaker went on and declared to 
ue King, That to every good Government four 
Things appertained, viz. Wiſdom, Proweſs, Man- 
hood, and Riches; all which he affirmed was in the 
King and his Nobility, as the World very well knew, 
and they would approve ; for the Hearts and Good- 
will of Subjects, which his Majeſty had, were the 
Riches of a King. Therefore, for certain Reaſons, 
the Commons would perſuade the King not to agree to 
the Challenges which the French had made to him 
and the Lords.” This the King promiſed not to at- 
pt without their Advice, and gave them Thanks 
r their tender Good-will to him“. 
On the laſt Day of January, the Commons, by 
ord of Mouth prayed, that certain Petitions might 
2 anſwered by the King; which he, again, deſired 
ight be put in Writing, and preſented with their other 
8 6 etitions, and that then he promiſed to anſwer them. 
On the 21ſt of February, the Commons prayed the 
ing to execute the Ordinance of King Richard II. 
pon the Conqueſt of Wales, viz. that no Welſhman 
rn ſhould bear any Office in that Country, &c. The 
king promiſed to ſend for the Ordinance, and cauſe 
xecution of it. 
They 
The Duke of Orleans, Brother to the French King, a Prince of grezt 
ourage and Reputation in Arms, had ſent a Challenge to Henry to meet 
Ver ent Bourdeaux, with a hundred ſtout Warriors on a Side, there to 


ght, and each Victor to have his Priſoner, This Accident is placed twe 
three Years later by all our Hiſtorians, 
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k ith deſiring the Commons to chuſe a Speaker, and King Henry, IV, 


mold Savage for their Speaker, who made the accuſ- Sir Anno Sa- 


ed Proteſtation for himſelf and the Commons; 8 — pn | 
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King Henry 1V. They then required the King, that, according to the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, he would ſeize into 
his Hands the Houſes and Lands of all Alien Priories 
and Donatives during the Wars. To this the King 
required Advice, and promiſed to do therein as the 
Biſhops and Peers ſhould inſtruct him. 

The ſame Day, on a like Motion, the King revoked 

all Annuities granted out of the Cuſtom of Woolls; 

and at the ſame T'ime they required the King to com- 

mit the Charge of Wooll-weighing, and the Inventory 

C 65 J of King Richard's Goods, which the Treaſurers had 

3 delivered to them, to ſome Perſons as might make due 

Inquiry thereof, and diſcharge the Commons of it. 

They alſo deſired, © That all Matters tranſacted in this 

Parliament might be engroſſed before the Departure 

© of the Juſtices.” It was anſwered, * That the Clerk 
of Parliament had Orders fo to do.“ | | 

At the ſame Time the Commons declared, That it 

© was not the uſual Cuſtom for them to grant any Sub- 

© ſidy before they had received Anſwers to their Peti- 

© tions; and prayed the Obſervation of that Cuſtom 

© from thenceforth.” Upon this the King required : 

Conference with the Lords; and, on the laſt Day of 

the Seſſion, gave the Commons this Anſwer, That 

© there was never any ſuch Uſe known, but that they 

* ſhould firſt go through with all other Buſineſs, before 

© their Petitions were anſwered ; which Ordinance the 

King intended not to alter.” After which a Subſidy 

A Subſidy, Was granted of one Tenth and one Fifteenth ; Two 
Shillings on every Ton of Wine, and Eight-Pence in 
the Pound on Merchandize, for two Years to come. 

The Lords Temporal, with the King's Aſſent, ad- 
7 Judged Thomas Holland, late Earl of Kent; John Helland, 

—_— late Earl of Huntingdon ; Jobn Montagu, late Earl of 

Lords for Trea- Saliſbury ; Thomas Lord le Deſpenſer and Ralph Lumley, 

fon, Ec. Knights, and ſeveral others, who were, for their Trex 
ſons and Rebellions, taken by certain of the King's Sub- 
jets, and beheaded as Traitors, that they ſhould for- 
feit all ſuch Lands as they had in Fee, January the 5th, 
in the Firſt of this King, or at any Time after, toge- 
ther with all their Goods and Chattels. To which 
Judgment all the Lords preſent put their Names *. 


But 


u To the Number of 25 Lords then preſent, of whom the Princes 
Wales was Chief. Record, | 
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But the Commons ſhewed themſelves more chari- King Henry IV. 


table than the Lords; for, coming before the King, 
March the gth, their Speaker, in an Oration he made 
to the Throne, took Occaſion *© to liken the three 
« Eſtates of the Realm to the Trinity, as conſiſting of 
King, Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Com- 
© mons ; wherein, adds he, ought to be 4 and 
« therefore prayed the King to reconcile the Earl of 
Rutland and the Lord Fitz-Walter x.“ Theſe Lords 
kneeling at the ſame Time, and ſubmitting them- 
felves to the King's Will, were both pardoned. The 
Commons firſt, and the Lords after, pray that the 
Earl of Somer/et might have the ſame Mercy extended 
to him as the Earl of Rutland, and be both reſtored to 
their Goods, Names, and Liberties, notwithſtanding 
the Judgment given againſt them, primo Regis; which 
the King, with Thanks for their Motion, alſo granted. 
Theſe Earls had forfeited the Titles of Duke of Albe- 
marle and Marquis of Dorſet, by that Judgment. The 


 Wformer of them, being Son to the Duke of York, had 
rerited ſome Favour by being the firſt, tho? inadvertent, 
" WW Diſcoverer of a dangerous Conſpiracy againſt Henry v. 
Fr dome more Acts of 8 to private Perſons, were 


Prince, thought proper to gild his Cauſe with, and to 
eſtabliſh his Throne in Mercy. 

An Affair of the like Nature with the preceding, de- 
etves alſo our Notice: It ſeems that Henry le Spenſer, 
the famous Biſhop of Norwich, ſo much ſpoke of in the 
Beginning of the laſt Reign *, had been accuſed by 
dir Thomas Erpingham, then Vice-Chamberlain to the 

ing, of being a Stirrer in the laſt Inſurrections, or, at 
Jeaſt, a Favourer of that Cauſe, The Biſhop was ſent 
| of | come before the King in Parliament, and on his 
1 Appearance, February q, the King ordered him to be 
')) placed in his accuſtomed Seat; then his Majeſty decla- 
ed, That he took the Accuſations of the ſaid Sir Tho- 
mas againſt the ſaid Biſhop to be juſt, and to proceed 
from the great Zeal the Accuſer had for him; never- 


5Std, Vor. II. E © theleſs, 
Oge⸗ * See before, p. 57, 58. He had loſt his former Title. | 
hich He was concerned in a Plot, with the Earls of Kent, Huntingdon 
Saliſbury, Cc. [See p. 64, 65.] for reſtoring King Richard; but it being 
But donn, he ſaved himſelf, by making the firſt Diſcovery, 
© Tee Vol, I. p. 376, 401, 


done in this Parliament, which the Su like a politie 
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King Henry IV. theleſs, conſidering the Order of the ſaid Biſhop, and 

© that he was of the King's Lineage, and to oblige hin 

© to better Behaviour for the future, he pardoned thy 

© ſaid Biſhop all his Miſpriſions done againſt his Perſon 

The whole Bench of Biſhops Rood up at this, and gay 

his Majeſty their Thanks in open Parliament; and de 

fired him to cauſe the ſaid Biſhop of Norwich and $i 

Thomas Erpingham to ſhake Hands and kiſs each otherÞ8 
in Token of Amity. 

The Commons required the King to aſſiſt in pacify. 

67] ing the Schiſm then in the Church of Rome, which ha 

continued a long Time, if it could be done witha 

. any Charge to this Realm. The Lords alſo deſire 

the ſame; the King anſwered, < That the Biſhoi 

© ſhould conſider of it.” And, at home, in ordert 

ſuppreſs the Reformers, or the Followers of Wic#lift 

Doctrine, which was ftill adhered to by many, a Wi 

is mentioned in the Records of this Parliament to 

ſent to the Sheriffs of London for the burning of illi 

Sewtre, a Clerk, convicted of Hereſy by his Clerg 


An AR for put- and by them adjudged to be burnt *. There was ali 
ting Heretics to a Statute made at this Seſſion of Parliament, touchin w 
the impriſoning, or puniſhing with Death, ſuch as h 
any erroneous Opinion in Religion; but Prynne : 5 
marks, that the printed Statute differs greatly from t_l *a 
Record, not only in Form, but much more in Matte 1 
in order to maintain Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny o: Furth. 
he adds, That this was the firſt Statute and butcher T 
| « Knik 
a Pariſh Prieſt of St. Oyfth in London. Stowe ſays, He was the fn 
Man that ſuffered Death for Religion in England. The Writ from the Ki > / 
directed to the Mayor and Sheriffs of Londen, ad comburendum Willie\mu L 
Sautre, Capellanum, is in Rymer's Fed. Ang. Tom. VIII. p. 178, and em 
the Rolls, 2 Henry IV. No. 2. * 
b This Act having been repealed, by Parliament, 25 Henry VIII. ic! 
ſeveral Times ſince, is not printed at large in our Statute-Books. Or 
Abſtract of it is given, Anno. 2 Hen. IV. cap. xv. in this Manner: thi 
Catholic Faith and the Holy Church, amongſt all the Kingdoms of d | 
© World, hath been very devoutly obſerved in England, and endow ng. 
© which hath not been troubled with Hereſy ; and therefore none i or: 

© preach without Licence from the Dioceſan of the ſame Place, Net n 
© ſhall preach or write any Book contrary to the Catholic Faith, o 2 

© Determination of Holy Church. None ſhall make any Conventicies\ 
© ſuch Sets and wicked Doctrines, nor ſhall favour ſuch Preachers. Ex! Þz 
Ordinary may convene before him, and impriſon, any Perſon ſuſpeRes' 

* Hereſy, An obſtinate Heretic ſhall be burnt before the People, &. Fos 
See Collier s Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, p. 614, Ec. Tindal, in his Notes ne Yee 


Rapin, ſays, That this bloody Statute was not repealed till the Year 367 
Folio Edition, 491, No. 4. : 
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Knife, that the impeaching Prelates procured, or had, King Henry Iv - 


againſt the poor Preachers of Chriſt's Goſpel.“ Maſter 
ox has a Fling at it alſo, and ſays, that King Henry IV, 
ho depoſed King Richard II. was the firſt of all Eng- 

Kings that began the unmerciful Burning of Chri/t's 


aints ©. 


However, ſome other Laws were made in this Par- Another againft 
ament, of great Uſe and Advantage to the State, viz. Proviſions from 


That no Proviſions ſhould be brought from Rome, 
by any Religious Perſon, to exempt them from Obe- 
dience to the Secular Power ; and that all ſuch Per- 
ſons who ſhall bring any ſuch Proviſions into the Na- 
tion, ſhall incur a ern That no Perſon ſhall 
arry any Gold or Silver Coin out of the Nation, with- 
put a ſpecial Licence from. the King ; and if any one 
ſhall preſume to do the contrary, he ſhall forfeit all 
he ſaid Coin to the King. That the Chirographer of 
he Common-Pleas, the Clerk of the Crown and 
ing's Bench, and the Marſhal of the Marſhalſea of 
the King's Houſe, ſhould take no greater Fees than 
what are preſcribed and limited by the Statutes 4.” 
y theſe Acts, ſays an Hiſtorian, the due Subjection of 
je Clergy and People was preſerved and ſecured to the 
ing; the Traffick of the Nation promoted ; and the 
ourts of Juſtice made eaſy, and not an intolerable 
rievance, as fince they have been, to all ſuch as ſeek 
eir Rights ©. | 
There is a long Chain of Petitions from the Com- 
ons, with the Anſwers to them on the Rolls, and in 
> Abridgement of them; but as they are moſt of them 
Law Affairs, or private Properties, we ſhall omit 
em, and haſten to a Concluſion of this Parliament, 
ich may be thought too tedious already. 
On Thurſday the 10th of March, being the laſt Day 
this Parliament, the Commons all kneeled before the 
ng, and beſought him to pardon them, if, through 
orance, they might have offended him ; which the 
| 1 granted. Their Speaker, in his Addreſs to 
King on this Occaſion, made a long Preachment, 
paring the Beginning and Ending of this Parliament to 


x a the 


Fox's As and Monuments, p. 675. 
l See Statutes at large, Anno 2 Henry IV, 
Daniel in Kennet, p. 233, 


Rome, 
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King Henry IV. the Sacrifice of the Maſs : He ſaid, That at the firſt the 


( 69 ] 
Inſurrection in 
Wales, 


Anno Regni 3. In the Midſt of theſe Confuſions and Anxieties, Hen 


1402. 


At W-fiminfler, in the Abridgement of Records, that Writs were ſen 


and ſo ended this Parliament. 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury read the Epiſtle and expound. 


ed the Goſpel to them; the King did the Sacrifice, by 
promiſing to defend and protect Holy Church, &c. and 


when they were come to the End, to ſay Ita miſſa «f 
Deo Gratias, he added, they had great Reaſon to thank 
God for ſending them ſo good and gracious a King, ſo 
full of Pity and Humanity to all his Subjects, &c. Ce 


Henry's new-got Diadem was by no Means eaſy © 
his Head as yet; for a dangerous Inſurrection was begun 
in Wales, under the Conduct of Owen Glendour. Thi 
Welſh General made an Incurſion into Herefordſbir, 
where, being oppoſed by Edmund Mortimer, Earl d 


March, who, as is ſaid before, was retired to his Caftl: 


of Wigmore in that County, the latter was defeated and 
taken Priſoner . Henry was no ways diſpleaſed at thi 
News; nor in any Haſte to have the captive Earl r- 
leaſed from Impriſonment, and he himſelf was, at length, 
more reconciled to it; for by Henry's Jealouſy of even 
Thing relating to his Crown, and his Severity to tho 
who either could or would diſpute it with him, the cap. 
tive Earl might think himſelf ſafer in Priſon than in his 
own Houſe. This dreaded Enemy being ſecured, Hem 
ſtill knew there were not wanting in the Kingdom Pei 
ſons who laid hold of every — * to find Fault with 
his Conduct. There was ſtill a dangerous Ferment 
amongſt his Subjects; and if the Malecontents re maine 
quiet, it was * Expectation of a favourable Oppor- 
tunity to riſe. Reports were ſpread that King R:chari 
was yet alive ; but the Authors of them being Pund out, 
ſuffered Death without Mercy. The King's great de. 
vos ſhewn on this Occaſion, contributed very mucꝭ 
to efface the — Opinion before conceived of his Cle 
um 


mency and anity. 


found himſelf obliged to call a Parliament; for we find, 


out for one to meet at Weſiminſter, the Day at! 
Candlemas, in the third of this King, and in the Ver 
1402; 

f See before, p. 23 
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of the Peers ſummoned to it 5. 


liament was ſummoned to meet at the ſame Place, on 


Which being aſſembled, and the Knights, &c. called 
over as uſual, in the Court of Chancery, the next Day 
the Lord-Chancellor, in the Preſence of the'King, de- 
clared the Cauſe of their Meeting to be, firſt, for pre- 
ſerving the Rights and Liberties of Holy Church, and 
of all Corporations and Perſons. 


Legem ; from which he took Occaſion © To commend 
Peace, and to ſhew the great Bleſſings of it. He ſaid, 
© That Peace was always with thoſe that obeyed the 
© Laws; and, contrarily, he urged the Gall and Miſ- 
© chief of Diſſention and Diſobedience; and that there 
was no other Way to check Peace-breakers than by 
War. He declared that, by Diſſention and private 
« Diſcord, the Flower of all Chivalry, the Stock of 
£ Nobles within this Realm, was, in a Manner, latel 
* conſumed ; and that the whole Nation was in Danger 
* of being ſubverted, had not God, as a Deliverer, raiſed 
up the King. 

He put them in Mind of the King's late great Vic- 
© tory againſt the Scots ; he much lamented the great 
« Schiſm in the Church, by having two Popes; and told 
them that the King intended to do his Part towards 
© healing the ſame. He then deſired them to provide 
© Ways and Means for maintaining the War againft 
« Scotland ; for utterly ſubjecting ren, rod of Wales ; 
for wholly conquering Freland, and putting a Stop to 
* their Prince in that Country; for defending Guienne, 
Calais, and the Marches thereof; and deſired the 
* Commons to chuſe a Speaker, and to preſent him on 
the Morrow for Approbation.“ 


E 3 them ; 
t Moſt Hiſtorians write, That this Parliament met at Coventry, but 
that by the Inconvenience of the Place, on Account of Provifions and 
Ledgings, it was adjourned to Weſtminſter, : 


Then he took for his Theme, Pax multa diligentibus 
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1402 3 but nothing more is given of it, than the Names King Hen IV. 


And it was not till the next Year that another Par- Anno Regni 4. 


1403. 


the Morrow after St. Michael, or September the Zoth. At j.prinfer, 
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The next Day the Commons preſented Sir Henry de sir Hzwzy vx 
Redford for their Speaker, who making the common Rzvyrorp cho- 
Proteſtation, it was granted. This Houſe took ſeveral ſen Speaker. 
Days to conſider of the Lord-Chancellor's Charge to - 
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King Han IV, them; and we find that they were much at a Loſs whaff 


to determine. For, on the 1oth of Oober, the Chan. 
cellor acquainted the King, That the Commons deſir(lf 


to have certain of the Lords ſent to them, with whon 


they might confer. . The King granted their Requei, 
with this Proteſtation, That the ſame was done out ii 
Favour, and not of Duty ; which Proteſt was inrolleiM 

by the Clerk. Then the King ſent the Steward of hu 

a - Houſhold and his Secretary to the Commons, to ac. 
11 quaint them with it; who returned for Anſwer to ti: 
King, That they accepted of his Proteſtation; and ac. 
cordingly four Biſhops, four Earls, and four Baron 


were ordered to attend them. 


The King's Sue- On the 16th of October, the Commons, in full Pa. 
ceſs in Wales, liament, by the Mouth of their Speaker, Gave to thei 
Treland, and King their moſt humble Thanks for his many valiauf 
Exploits, namely, for his laſt Expedition into Scotland 
© and for his three ſeveral Journies into Wales, ſince the 
© former ; wherein, they took Occaſion to praiſe tif 
© Valour of the Prince; and forgot not to mention the 
© noble Service performed by the Lord Themas, the 
© King's ſecond Son, in Ireland. As for the Victory ui 


Scotland, 


Scotland, they humbly hoped that, by good Policy, i 


might be made to turn to the Advantage and Eaſe off 


© the Commons; and becauſe, in that Battle, the Eat 
© of Northumberland behaved gallantly, they prayed the 
* King to give him Thanks, 
Scots and Frencs On the 20th, the King being placed on his Royd 
Priſonersbrought Throne, the Earl of Northumberland and other Lord 
before the Par- brought before him Sir Mordach le Steward, Son and 
. Heir to the Duke of Aibuny, Brother to the King di 
Scots; the Lord Montgomery, Sir William Graham, Sit 
Adam Foreſter, Scots; and Sir Jagues de Heleye, Sit 
Pierce Hazars, and Fohn Dorney, Eſq; Frenchmen, who, 
with others, were taken Priſoners in the Battle of Zumble- 
don-Hills, near Moollar, in the County of Northumber- 
land, on the Day of the Exaltation of Holy Croſs, « 
September the 14th laſt paſt, _ TY 
| eſe 


s Or Halidozon-Hill, This Battle was gained by the Earl of Northun- 
 bGerland and Henry, ſurnamed Hotſpur, his Son, where 10,000 Scots welt 
Alain, and many taken Priſoners. But a Quarrel ſoon after aroſe between 
the King and the Earl about theſe Priſoners, which had like to have been 
of fat -l Conſequence to the King; but was really ſo, in che End, to the 
Earl and his whole Family, | 
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kneeled three Times; firſt at the Door of the Mhite- 
Hall within the King's Palace, then in the Midſt of the 
Hall, and laſtly before the Throne; and, whilſt they 
ere ſtill kneeling, Sir Adam Fore/ter, in the Name of 
hem all, humbly prayed the King, That they might be 
-ntertained according to the Courſe of War; which the 

ing, becauſe they were taken valiantly fighting in the 
JF icld, readily granted. Then the ſaid Sir Adam decla- 
ed That, in order to ſtop the Effuſion of Chriſtian 
Blood, it was now in the King's Power to have either 
2 final Peace or a League.” Upon which the King 
anſwered, That, by his own Flattery and Untruth, he was 
taught to be wiſer than to truſt them; ſince he had cauſed 


the King, by relying on his Word, to leave Scotland 
a /ooner than be intended to do. Sir Adam aſked Pardon 
N cor this, and then they were committed to the Care of 
ne 


the Steward of the Houſhold, to wait the King's Plea- 
ſure. 

On the 6th of November, the Commons prayed the 
King to conſider the Loyalty of John Earl of Somerſet, 
and to reſtore him to the Name and Honour of Marquis, 
which he lately loſt. The King required Advice upon 
this; but the Earl kneeling ſaid, That as the Title of 
Marquis was new and unuſual in this Kingdom, there- 
fore deſired that he might be excuſed from taking it. 

On the 25th of the ſame Month the Commons, 
with Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted to the 


Ton of Wine, and Twelve-pence in the Pound on 
Merchandize, beſides a Tenth and a Fifteenth. This 
large and extenſive Grant put the King into ſuch a good 
Humour, that he ſent the Earl of Northumberland to 
invite the whole Body of the Parliament to dine with 
him the next Day ; which, we ſuppoſe, they did accord- 
ingly. And, there being nothing worth our Notice, 
either in the farther Proceedings of this Parliament, or 
in the Petitions, we ſhall als with the Diſſolution 
of it, which was on the 25th of November aforeſaid *, 
This 
In a Preamble to Letters Patent granted in this Parliament to one Fob a 
K:lyrgion, Clerk, as a Releaſe frora ſeveral Sums of Money, Jewels, & 


he was entruſted with by the late King, the preſent ſtiles him, Carifn 
Deminus et Conſarguineus noſler Ricardus nuper Rex Ang. de uni a 
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Theſe Priſoners, in coming into the King's Preſence, ' King Henry IV 
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King the uſual Subſidy on Woolls, Wooll-fells and A Subſidy grant- 
Skins, for three Years; alſo Three Shillings on every ed. 
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This Year a dangerous Rebellion was ſet on Foot, 


Fart of Which had like to have proved fatal to the King and 


— his Government. The principal Agents in it were thelf 
and others, re. Family of Piercy, with the Earl of Northumberland theit 
Head, who had been the chief Inſtruments of raiſin 
Henry to the Throne. But, growing jealous of on 
another, they ſoon loſt all Reſpect, and turned fron 
faſt Friends to be the moſt mortal Enemies. The Bat. 
tle of Humbledon or Halidown- Hill, led on by the Eau 
and Henry Piercy, ſurnamed Hotſpur, his Son, (where 
it is ſaid that 10,000 Scots were ſlain, and many taken 


volt, 


C73) 


Their Remon- 


ſtrances againſt 


Henry. x 


Priſoners, the Principal of which had been preſented to 


the King in Parliament) was the chief Motive. For, iſ 
Diſpute happening between Henry and the Malecontents, 
about the Diſpoſal or Exchange of ſome Priſoners, they 
took that Opportunity to raiſe Forces, and bid Defiance 
to the . of their own making. Henry was a 
ppolition, and brought down an Army 
which met with the diſcontented Lords at Shrew/bur,, 
where a terrible Battle was fought between them. Hal, 
in his Chronicle, tells us, that the Night before the 


active in his 


Battle, the Earl, his Brother, and Son, ſent a Chal- 
lenge to Henry, comprized in ſeveral Articles, which 
ſeverely treated and branded him with Uſurpation and 
Perjury. Theſe Articles are given at Length by th: 
aforeſaid old Hiſtorian, but are ſtrangely abridged and 
mangled by the Moderns ; therefore, though not ſtrict 
ly Parliamentary, they well deſerve a Place in thek 
Inquiries, and are as follow * ; 


C WI Henry Piercy, Earl of Northumberland, Hig) 
6 Conſtable of England, and Warden of the 
© Weſt Marches of England towards Scotland; Hem) 
© Piercy, our eldeſt Son, Warden of the Eaſt Marche 
© of England towards Scotland ; and Thomas Piercy, Eai 
© of Worceſter, being Proctors and Protectors of the 
© Commonwealth, before our Lord Feſus Chri/?, out 
Supreme Judge, do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove 
* with our Hands perſonally, this inſtant Day, againl 
© thee Henry Duke of Lancaſter, thy Complices and 
© Favourers, unjuſtly preſuming and named King 0 
England, without Title of Right, but only — thy 

6 zulle 

* Hali's Chronicle, Fol. 21, 
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after thine Exile, didſt enter England, thou madeſt an 
Oath to us upon the Holy Goſpels, bodily touched 
and kiſſed by thee at Doncaſter, that thou wouldſt ne- 
ver claim the Crown, Kingdom, or State Royal, but 
only thine own proper Inheritance, and the Inheritance 
of thy Wife in England; and that Richard, our So- 
vereign Lord the King and thine, ſhould reign during 
the Term of his Life, governed by the good Counſel 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. Thou didft 
impriſon the ſame thy Sovereign Lord, and our King, 
within the Tower of London, untill he had, for Fear 
of Death, reſigned his Kingdoms of England and 
France, and had renounced all his Right in the fore- 
ſaid Kingdoms, and others his Dominions and Lands 
beyond the Sea. Under Colour of which Reſignation 
and Renunciation, by the Council of thy Friends and 
Complices, and by the open — of the Raſcal 
People, by thee and thy Adherents aſſembled at We- 
minſter, thou haſt crowned thyſelf King of the Realms 
aforeſaid; and haſt ſeized and entered into all the 
Caſtles and Lordſhips pertaining to the King's Crown, 
contrary to thine Oath ; wherefore thou art foreſworn 
and falſe. 

* Alſo, we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, 
That whereas thou ſworeſt upon the ſame Goſpels, in 
the ſame Place and Time to us, that thou wouldſt 
not ſuffer any Diſmes to be levied of the Clergy, nor 
* Fifteenths of the People, nor any other Tallages and 
* Taxes to be levied in the Realm of England to the 
* Behoof of the Realm during thy Life, but by the 
$ Conſideration of the Three Eftates of the Realm, ex- 
* cept for great Need, in Caſes of Importance, or for 
the Reſiſtance of our Enemies only, and none other- 
* wiſe: Thou, contrary to thine Oath ſo made, haſt 
* cauſed to be levied right many Diſmes and Fifteenths, 
and other Impoſitions and Tallages, as well of the 


Clergy as of the Commonalty of the Realm of England, 
and of the Merchants, for Fear of thy Majeſty Royal; 
* whereſore thou art perjured and falſe, 

* Alſo we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, That 
whereas thou ſworeſt to us upon the ſame Goſpels, 
vil in the foreſaid Place and Time, that our Sovereign 


Lord 


73 


Guile and by Force of thy Fautors, That when thou, King Henry IV. 
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King Urry IV. 6 Lord and thine, King Richard, ſhould reign dull 


1751 


© ftoms to keep and conſerve inviolable : Thou and 
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Term of his Life in his Royal Prerogative and Dig 
© nity ; thou haſt cauſed the ſame our Sovereign Lon 
© and thine, traiterouſly, within the Caſtle of Pontefr:1,Þ 
© without the Conſent or Judgment of the Lords of ti: 
Realm, by the Space of fifteen Days and ſo may 
6 + cet wen is horrible among Chriſtian People u 
© be heard) with Hunger, Thirſt, and Cold, to peril 
© and be murdered ; wherefore thou art perjured ani 
4 falſe. 
* Alſo, we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, Thai 
thou at that Time, when our Sovereign Lord and thin: 
4 * was ſo by that horrible Murder dea 
as aboveſaid, thou, by extorted Power, didſt uſu 
© and take the Kingdom of England, and the Nani 
© and the Honour of the Kingdom of France, unjuſt 
© and wrongfully, contrary to thine Oath, from E 
© mund Mortimer, Earl of March and of Ulfeer, tui 
© then next and direct Heir of England and of Fra 
< immediately by due Courſe of Inheritance after th: 
< Deceaſe of the foreſaid Richard; wherefore thou a 
© perjured and falſe. — s 
© Alſo, we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, af 
© aforeſaid, That whereas thou madeſt an Oath in ti 
< ſame Place and Time, to ſupport and maintain t 
Laws and good Cuſtoms of the Realm of England 
© and alſo afterward, at the Time of thy Coronation, 
© thou madeft an Oath, the ſaid Laws and good Cu. 


© thy Fautors, fraudulently, and contrary to the Lav 
© of England, have written almoſt through every Shit 
© of England, to chuſe ſuch Knights for to hold a Pa 
© liament as ſhall be for thy Pleaſure and Purpoſe ; 6 
© that in thy Parliaments no Juſtice ſhould be miniſter 
© ed, againſt thy Mind, in theſe our Complaints not 
moved and ſhewed by us, whereby at any Time we 
© might have any perfect Redreſs, notwithſtanding tha 
© we, according to our Conſcience (as we truſt rule 
© by God) have oftentimes thereof complained, as wel 
can teſtify and bear Witneſs the Right Reverend I 
6 thers in God, Thomas Arundele, Archbbiſhop of Car 
© terbury, and Richard Scrope, Archbiſhop of Yort: 


$ Wherefore, now by Force and Strength of Hand, be 
þ 6 Jol 
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and Help. 

« Alſo, we do alledge, ſay, and intend to prove, That 
whereas Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March and Laſter, 
was taken Priſoner by Owen Glendour, in a pitched and 
foughten Field, and caſt into Priſon, and laden with Iron 
Fetters, for thy Matter and Cauſe, whom falſely thou 
haſt proclaimed willingly to yield himſelf Priſoner to 
the ſaid Owen Glendour,and neither wouldſt deliver him 
thyſelf, nor yet ſuffer us his Kinſmen to ranſom and 
deliver him : Yet notwithſtanding, we have not only 
concluded and agreed with the ſame Owen for his 
Ranſom, at our proper Charges and Expences, but 
alſo for a Peace between thee and the ſaid Owen. 
Why haſt thou then not only publiſhed and declared us 
as Traitors, but alſo craftily and deceitfully imagined, 
purpoſed, and con(pired the utter Deſtruction and Con- 
fuſion of our Perſons ? For the which Cauſe we defy 
thee, thy Fautors and Complices as common Traitors 
and 3 of the Realm, and the Invaders, Op- 
preſſors, and Confounders of the very true and right 
Heirs to the Crown of England; which Thing we 
intend with our Hands to prove this Day, Almighty 
God helping us,” = 


him falſe and feigned, by dint of Sword and bloody 
Battle, and not by ſlanderous Words and Writings; 
and that he doubted not but Almighty God would aid 
and aſſiſt his righteous Cauſe, againſt ſuch unfaithful 
Perſons and falſe foreſworn Traitors.” Accordingly, 
he next Day a fierce and bloody Battle was fought, 
ear Shrewſbury ; where, though, at firſt, the Lords had 
ie Advantage, yet, in the Kad, that furious young 

lero, Hotſpur, being lain, their whole Army was 
Fouted, killed on the Spot, or taken Priſoners. Amongſt 
he laſt was Thomas Piercy, Earl of Morcgſter, who was 
reſently beheaded in the Field. 

This Battle was fought July 22, 1403. The Earl 
df Northumberland himfelf was then with an Army in 
te North; but the King marching againſt bim, he 

thought 
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fore our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt ſeek our Remedy King Heary IV. 
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This Charge was ſent to King Henry from the Lords, A Battle en ſuet. 
dy two Eſquires, who, having read them, anſwered, very wherein they arg 
coolly, * That he was ready to prove their Quarrel 5 
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King Henry IV, thought fit to come in upon the Terms offered to (an 


himſelf and Fortune. 


: The very next Winter, in the 5th Year of this King 
2 10 Reign, another Parliament was ſummoned to ming 


' IWejiminſter, the Day after St. Hilary, or January thy | 
Ac Weſtminſter, I4th : 8 being all aſſembled, the Bicker of Lin t 


[ 77 ] l, the King's Brother, and then Lord Chance 
lor of England, in the Preſence of the King, Lords, 


Commons, declared the Cauſe of the Parliament, fu | 


the Preſervation of Holy Church, Cc. 
He then took for his Text theſe Words, Multitui 


49nd” þ and thereby learnedly argued, * That 
Council every Realm was governed; he reſembl:M 
© every State to the Body of a Man, and applied tf 
Right Hand to the Church, and the Left to the Ten 
© poral Lords, and the reſt of the Members to the Con 
© monalty; of all which Members and Eftates, the Kin 
© as the Head, was deſirous to have their Advice «lf 
© divers Occafions, and had called the ſaid Parliamenif 


© for that Purpoſe. - 


The firſt Thing that he put them in Mind of, » 
© the utter Suppreſſion of the Welſb Rebellions ; for re 


c pelling the Malice. of the Duke of Orleans, and . 
Earl of St. Paule, who had bent themſelves whollf 


< againſt the King and Realm, as appeared by their l 


© Deſcent upon the Iſle of Fight, where they were i 


© pulſed. To conſider alſo the imminent Danger thi 
© the Marſhes of Calais, Guienne, and other Domi 
© nions, beyond Sea, were then in; to remember th 
© Wars in Jreland and Scotland, and likewiſe to tak 
Order touching the late Rebellion under Henry Pierg 
© and others his Adherents, at the late Battle at Shreu/: 
© bury; and then deſired the Commons to chuſe, an 
© the next Day to preſent, their Speaker.” 
Sir Axxor.vSa- Accordingly, the next Day the Commons came be. 
yacz choſen fore the King, and preſented Sir Arnold Savage for thel 
Speaker. Speaker: Whereupon the ſaid Sir Arnold made the uſui 
Proteſtation for himſelf and the Commons, which wa 
allowed, | * 
t 


1 This Prelate was Henry Beaufort, Half-Brother to the King by Ar 
therine Sxpinford, his Father's Miſtieſi. 


— 


„ 9 e =" x» 


EN GLAN p. 


eſe, They deſired the ys x have Regard to the 
Charges for repreſſing the Welſb Rebels, and ſafe 
keeping of the Sea; to conſider the great Expences of 
his own Houſhold ; and that both the King and Prince 
might give Liveries according to the Statute made for 
that Purpoſe. That the King would provide for the 
Repairs of his Caſtles and Houſes, and, namely, for 
his Caſtle at VWindſor, which were all greatly in De- 
cay; and not grant away the Profits of thoſe Caſtles 
and Houſes, and ſtand to the Repairs of them himſelf ; 
by doing which he muſt be obliged to charge his 
Commons greatly ; which might endanger the whole 
Eftate.” 


came into Parliament, before the King and Lords 
ad there preſented a Petition to the King, the Tenor 
Www hereof being entered on the Rolls, in Engliſh, the 
ational Language of the Times, we ſhall ſubjoin in its 
pwn Diction and Orthography. 


To my moſt dredfull and Soveraigne lige Lord. 


Youre humble Liege beſeche to your Hyneſſe to have in 
Remembrance my comeyng to your worſhipfull Preſence 
into Yorke of my free Will, be youre goodly Letters, where 
T putte me in youre Grace, as I that noght have kepte youre 
| Laws and Statutys as Ligeance aſketh, and ſpecially of 
Ze 4d2ryng of Power and gevyng of Liverees: As at that 

Tyme I put me in your Grace and zit do zo, 7 and 
bit like to your Hieneſſe that al graceleſſe ſhould I not do; 
wherfore I beſeche you that youre high Grace be ſeen on me 
(ny 4f #215 Tyme ; and of other Things which ye have examin- 


11 ed me of I have told you pleynly ; and of al I put me holy 
in youre Grace. 


The King delivered this Petition to the Judges, to be 
by them conſidered; but the Lords made Proteſtation 
againſt it, and that the ordering thereof belonged to 
themſelves, Accordingly they, as Peers of Parlia- 


77 
The firſt Things we find that the Commons in this King Henry Iv. 
d.rliament went upon, amongſt many others, were 


( 78] 


„The Earl of 
On the 18th of February, the Earl of Northumber _—— 1 
? pardoned, 


The Lords pro- 
teſt againſt refer- 


TV Gs to whom only ſuch Judgment belonged, in con- ring Caſes of 


1 ſidering well the Statute of the 25th of Edward III. 
touching Treaſons, and the Statute of Liveries made in 
this 


Treaſon to the 
Judges, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Several of the 
King's Officers 
removed upon 
Addreſs of Par- 
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King Henry IV. this King's Time, adjudged the Earl's Crime to be ng 


Treaſon nor Felony, but only a Treſpaſs fineable to 
the King. For which Judgment the ſaid Earl pave 
— Thanks to the King and Lords; and, at his own 
equeſt, he was ſworn upon the Croſs of Canterbury to 
be a true Liegeman to the King, to the Prince, and to 
the Heirs of his Body begotten, and to every of the 
King's Sons, and to their Iſſue ſucceeding to the 
Crown of England, according to Law. That done, the 
King pardoned the ſaid Earl his Fine and Ranſom k. 
he Archbiſhop of Canterbury prayed the King, that 
foraſmuch as he and the Duke of Yor, with other Bi- 
ſhops and Lords, were ſuſpected by many to be in the 
Confederacy with Henry Piercy, Son to the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland, that the ſaid Earl would ſpeak the Truth; 
on which the Earl, by the King's Command, on his 
Oath, purged them all from that Matter. But the ſame 
Day, the Letine of War by the ſaid Sir Henry Pierg 
was adjudged Treaſon, by the King and Lords, in ful 
Parliament. | 
The Commons proceeded in their firſt Deſign of re- 
gulating the King's Houſhold, with whom the Lords 
accorded ; and they required that four Perſons ſhould 
be removed out of the King's Houſe, viz. the King's 
Conſeſſor, the Abbot of Dore, with Derham and Croſ— 
bie, Gentlemen of his Chamber. On the gth of February 
the Confeſſor, Derham and Croſbie, came into Parlia- 
ment, before the King and Lords, when his Majeſty 
took Occaſion to —_ thoſe Officers himſelf, ſaying, 
That he knew no Cauſe why they ſhould be removed 
© from his Houſhold ; but ſince the Lords and Commons 
© had thought proper to have it ſo, for the Good of him- 
© ſelf and the Realm, he diſcharged them; as he would 
© have done the Abbot, had he been preſent, or any 
© other of his Houſe that ſhould incur the Hatred and 
Diſpleaſure of his People.” The Commons prayed, 
alſo, * That ſuch might be appointed Officers of the 
King's Houſhold, as were known to be of virtuous 
© Life, and that the Lords and themſelves might be 
© privy to the taking of them.” 4 


* The Articles on which the Earl of Northumberland ſurrendered himſelf 
- to Henry, and which were to be confirmed by Parliament, are in the Pub- 
lic A#s under this Title, Cedula Conventionum cum Comite Northumbtiæ. 
Fad, Ang. Tom, VIII. p. 364, Callice. 
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Commons deſired, That the Commiſſion for arraying 
« and muſtering of Men, and watching of Beacons, 
« might be amended ; and that from thenceforth there 
« ſhould be no other Alteration in the Form of it.” To 
which the King, with the Aſſent of the Lords, after 
Conſultation had with the Judges, conſented, The 
Form and Precedent of the ſaid Commiſſion ſtands next 
on the Roll *. This Commiſſion the Reader will find 
much canvaſſed, both by King and Parliament, in our 
later Civil Diſſentions. 

At the Requeſt of the Commons, on February 21, a 
Committee of Lords were particularly appointed to 
make ſome farther Regulations, who agreed on theſe 

Articles: 
= * Fir//, That all Foreigners, in the Intereſt of the 
© Anti-Pope !, be not ſuffered to be about the King's 
© Perſon, but be baniſhed the Realm. And that other 


© thoſe of Dutchland, be appointed to remain upon ſuch 
of the Frontiers of the Kingdom where Garriſons are. 

© Next, That all French Perſons, Bretons, Lombards, 
© [talians, and Navarians whatſoever, be removed out 


d * of the Houſe from the King and Queen; except the 
5 Queen's two Daughters, ® Maria, St. Parenſy, Ni- 
t * cholas, Alderwyche, and John Purian, and their Wives, 
And that no Yelbman be about the King's Perſon.” 
£ Theſe Articles were read in full Parliament, Feb. 21, 
J and confirmed by the King, with the Lords' Aſſent; and 
; full Charge was given to the chief Officers of the Houſ- 
| hold, there named, to put them in Execution ; who, 
n that Evening, performed the ſame. | g 
1 But, for more Satisfaction to the Queen and her 

Daughters, the King, with the Conſent of the Lords, 
/ ordained and affigned to the Queen, inſtead of the Fo- 
| reigners, two Knights, a Damſel, two Chamber- 
, maids, one Miſtreſs, two Eſquires, one Nurſe, and 
a one Chambermaid for the Queen's Daughters, and a 
. Meſſenger to wait on them at certain Times. 

The 
* Rot. 5 Henry IV. No. 25. 

Benedict. XII i. The En lib adhered to Boniface IX. 


n This Queen was Jean of Navarre, Widow of the Duke of Bretagre : 
But Henry had no Iſſue by her, SY | 
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A War with France being ſuddenly expected, the King Henry IV, 


[ 80] 


And other Rege- 


: lations in his 
© Strangers, who were Catholics, and particularly youſhols, 
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King Ham Iv. The King's Letters Patent were confirmed by Acta 


Parliament, by which a Commiſſion was granted, tha 
certain Revenues and Cuſtoms, there expreſſed, ani 
amounting to the Sum of 10,100 J. ſhould be yearly 
paid to the Treaſurer of his Houſe, for the Expencyf 
of the Family. In which Grant it appears, that th: 
Profits of the Hanaper, in Chancery, was then work 
only 2000 J. per Annum. ; 
After ſettling the King's Houſhold, in the Manna 
above, the Commons went upon reſtoring Peace ani 
Unanimity amongſt the Peers and Great * of the 
Land. They returned his Majeſty hearty Thanks for 
extending his Favour to the Earl of Northumberland 
(81 ] and, at their Requeſt, the King commanded the fad 
Earl and the Earl of M ſimoreland, in Token of per-. 
fet Amity, to kiſs each other, in open Parliament, 
thrice, and to ſhake Hands as often; alſo, to promik Mi 
that their Friends and Tenants ſhould do the like. 
The Earls of Northumberland and Dunbar were likewiſ 
commanded to perform the ſame Ceremony *. 

The ſame Time, at the Requeſt of the Commons, 
the King, in open Parliament, affirmed, that the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Duke of York, the Earl af 
Northumberland, and the other Lords, who were ſuſpeR- 
ed to be in the Confederacy with Sir Henry Piercy, wer 
all his true Liegemen ; and that neither they, nor any of 
them, ſhould ever be impeached thereof by the King, ot 

his Heirs, at any Time hereafter. 

Some Matters of a leſs public Concern came all 
before this Parliament. The Commons reported that 
King Edward III. in a Parliament held in the 11th of 
his Reign, created his eldeſt Son Duke of Cornwall 
and annexed the ſaid Duchy to the Crown, with divers 
Hereditaments, by Letters Patent; and by Authority 
of the ſame never to be diſmembered or fold away“. 
Duchy of C:rn- They therefore pray the King to reſume, ſeize, and 
3 unite again to the ſaid Duchy ſuch Lands as were ſold 
eus Im” away by Prince Edward, King Richard, or by himſelf. 
Which Petition was anſwered in Effect following: It 
is agreed by the King and Lords, that the Prince, by 


« the 

2 Theſe northern Lords were Neighbours in the Country, and might 
have diſturbed it much by a Diſagreement amongſt them. 

bd See Vol, I. p. 224, 242. a ä 
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the Advice of his Counſel, ſhall have his Scire Fare Kigg Henry IV, 
or other his beſt Means of Recovery; wherein ſhall be 
allowed no Protection, or praying in Aid of the King, 
unleſs it be for Sir John Cornwall, and Elizabeth his 
Wife, late Wife to Jahn Holland, late Earl of Hun- 
tingdon ; and for ſuch Perſons to whom the King is 
bound by Warranty; and in order to render the Va- 
lue, in ſuch Caſes, the Prince ſhall ſue to the King. 
here are ſeveral other Articles relating to the Reſti- 
tion of this Duchy, which we ſhall omit. 

At the Petition of Joan, Queen of England, the 


N that the ſaid Queen ſhould enjoy, during — 


1 ife, in Lands and Tenements, to the full Sum of 
ooo Marks by the Year, for and in Conſideration 
der Dower, according as other Queens of England ( 82 
d done. 
Upon the Petition of Edward Duke of York", touch- 
g 10001. a Year, granted by Richard II. to him 
d his Heirs Male, the King anted to Edward, the 
id Duke, 400 l. out of the — — of King flon upon 
, and 289 J. 65. 8 d. out of the Cuſtoms of London, 
Parcel of the ſaid 10001, to him and his Heirs law 
lly begotten, 
John Earl of Somerſet, Captain of Calais, and of the 
larſhes thereof, declared, That whereas, by Indenture 
Wetween the King and him, he ſtood bound to keep 
e Town and Caſtle aforeſaid, taking therefore, for 
imſelf and his Soldiers, in Time of Peace or Truce, 
301 J. 115, 84. and in Time of War, 10,509 l. 65. 8 d. 
hereof he was unpaid 12, 423 J. 125. 44. he therefore, 
or Want of this, is much ſtraiten'd, and prayeth due 
ayment for the future. By this the Reader may ſee 
ow much Money it coſt the Government, in thoſe . 
Jays, to keep that important Fortreſs in Poſſeſſion. 
On the Petition of Foan, late Wife to Thomas Earl 
f Kent, to have 1000 J. a Year during her Life, out of 
he Hereditaments of the ſaid Thomas, the King, by the 


1 onſent of Edmund Earl of Kent, Brother to the ſaid 
by 2omas, granted to the ſaid Jaan, during Life, certain 
he lanors and Hereditaments, there named, to the Va- 


n e of 300 Marks, over and above her Jointure, for the 
Vor. II. F. which 
" This Duke was Son to the old Duke Edmund, who died a Year or two 


fete, 
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King Hlewy v. which the faid Juan releaſed to the ſaid Edmund all kf 


174; 3 
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Dower. 


The Sheriff of Rutland having returned one Willia 
Sheriff fined for Ondeby for Knight of the ſame Shire, and not Thong 
a falſe Return. de Thorpe, who was chofen, he was commanded il 
amend the fame Return, by returning Thomas Thorpe 
and, farther, was committed to the Fleet, and to Fil 


and Ranſom at the King's Pleaſure. 
The laft two Things we ſhall abſtract from the R 


cords of the Proceedings in this Parliament, which ſcendif 
to have ended on the firſt Day of March, ate, firſt, T 
Commons Petition to the King, that all Lords, Knight 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes, coming to Parliament at tf 
Command, and there reſiding till their Return to theſ i 
own Homes, together with their Servants and Fd 
lowers, be under his eſpecial Protection and Defence 
And that they ſhall not be arreſted for any Debt, Trl 
pa, Account, or Contract whatſoever, or any wa 

priſoned during that Time: Under the Penalty of 


making Fine and to the King, and paying trel) 


Damages to the Party aggrieved. e King's Ansa 


was, That there ſhould be ſufficient Remedy provided i 
that Caſe.— And this is the firſt Statute of Protectia 
we have yet met with *, | 

The other is, That as it was uſual at the End of ever 
Seffion for the King to grant an Act of Grace, or 

eneral Pardon to all bis Subjects, ſo now an Act of thi 

ort was paſſed with only the uſual Exceptions; and e 
cept William Serle, with one Thomas Warde of Tru 
pington, who, as the Record expreſſes it, feigned him 
to be King Richard *.—A Piece of Hiſtory we have nf 
met with in any other Authority. The Print of th 
Statute, alſo in thoſe at large, differs from the Recon 
both in Form, and wanting the fignificant Wor 
Treaſon, which is plainly exprefled in the latter ©. 

It is obſervable that not one Tax or Subſidy appe 
on the Record, to have been either aſked or granted) 
the King or Parliament, at this Seſſion. But a Conten 
po Hiſtorian has aſſigned a Reaſon for this Om 
ſion, by telling us, that the Record of the Sublidj 
which, he ſays, was new and very ei to | 

| ount!] 


2 Rot, Parl. 5. Henry IV. No, 71, See allo Statutes at large, cap. 
v 16id, Rot, No. 34. | 
© Towtes Maneres de Treſons, Inſurrefians, Rebellions, &c, Ibid 
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Country, was ordered to be burnt by thoſe that grant- King Henry IV. 
d it ® This Tax is ſaid, by ſome, to be twenty he Record of 1 
Shillings of every Knight's Fee, and twenty Pence of Subſidy burnt by 
very one that had twenty Pounds Lands a Year, and Order of the 
dne Shilling in the Pound for Money or Goods, and ſo — mas 
pwards according to that Rate ?, If this be true, it 
was a heavy Tax indeed, and it is more than probable 
hat it was ſomewhat extraordinary, fince the Parlia- 
ent took ſuch Care that it ſhould not be drawn into 
2onſequence, by deſtroying the Evidences of it. But 
Wn vain are Precautions taken, ſays a late Hiſtorian, to 
cer in Oblivion ſuch Sorts of Precedents, which Princes, 
pon Occaſion, too frequently call to Remembrance a. 
In the ſame Year of this King new Writs were iſ- 
ued out, directed as uſual, for a 33 to meet at 
oventry, on the 3d of December; though there is no 
Account of any Proceedings at it on Record. But, in 
he next Year, other Writs came out for ſummoning 
mother Parliament to meet at the ſame Place, dated at 
itchfield, Auguſt 25, and returnable the 6th of Octo- 
ber following. Before the Meeting of this Parliament ( 84] 
another Inſurection was raiſed againſt Henry, of which 
he Archbiſhop of York, Richard Scrope, the Earl of Nor- 
humberland, and Thomas Mowbray, Earl Marſhal, were 
he Principals. The Articles mentioned before, [ See 
. 73.] were again renewed againſt Henry, and publick- 
y fixed on the Church Doors in the City of York and 
any other Places. But, by a Stratagem uſed by the 
Earl of Weſtmoreland, the King's General, the Archbi- 
op and Earl Marſhal were taken and beheaded, whilſt 
he — of Northumberland found Means to fly into 
dcetlaua. . 


At the Time appointed, the Parliament being all Anno Regni 6, 
et in the Great Chamber within the Priory of Coven= 17995 


fry, which was appointed and ornamented for that Pur- At Coventry. 
pole, Henry Beaufort, then Biſhop of Lincoln, and Lord- 
F 2 


Chan- 
To. Walfingham. His Words are theſe ; Conceſſores ipſi et Authores 
1:4: T, allagit, in perpetuum Latere Peſteros valuerunt; nempe ſub ea tan- 
un Conditione concedebatur, ne traberetur peſlerius in Exemplum, nec ſer- 
arentur eus Evidentiæ in Ibeſauraris Regio nec in Scaccario, ſed Scrip- 
"7 vel Recordaticnes ejuſdem, pretinrs poſt datum Compotum cremarentur, 
iſ, Ang. p. 369, 370. Stowe' Chron. p. 330. 
p Holling ſhea 's Chron. 524. Daniel in Kennet, 239, 5 
1 Ropin, Fol. Edit, 395. 
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King Henry IV. Chancellor, the King's Brother, in the Preſence of the 


Sir WiIILIAu 


en Speaker. 
L 85] 


A Subſidy, 
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Three Eſtates of the Realm, declared the Cauſe of the 


Summons, in the uſual Preamble ; For Holy Church, 


Corporations, and Perſons enjoying their Liberties; 


. o * ) 
and then gave out this Text, Rex vocavit Seniores Ter. 


ræ; on which he learnedly argued, 


© That, for the Safety of the Realm, both within and 
© without, and particularly for repreſſing the eh 
Rebels; for reſiſting their Enemies in France ani 
© Brittany, who were daily getting Reinforcements, nM 
© order to invade the Nation, and to ſubvert the State; 
© for the due Obſervation of the Peace and Adminiſtr;. i 
© tion of Juſtice, the King had called the Wiſe Men «if 
© the Realm to be by them adviſed for the beſt. Tha 
< the laſt Parliament had not provided a ſufficient For 


© for ſubduing the Welſb, neither was there a Competency 


© granted for the Performance of ſuch great Exploits; 
© and becauſe the French had determined to make Wa 
© upon England, and had then actually invaded Guei 
© they could not wonder at the ſudden Calling of ti 
Parliament, ſince they ought ſpeedily to determine 


© for the avoiding of theſe ſo great Miſchiefs and immi- 


© nent Dangers. He then urged the Commons to chulM 


a Speaker, and preſent him the next Day to the King, 


his urgent Demand was as ſpeedily complied wit 
STuznzy cho- by the Commons; for the next Day, having preſented 
Sir William Sturmey for their Speaker, the oy fur 


after, October 8, they, with the Aſſent of the Lords 
granted the King two entire Tenths and two Fifteenth 
upon the Laity, to be levied in Manner accuſtomed 
Alſo the Subſidy on Woolls, Wooll-fells, and Skins; 
that is, of every Denizen, for each Sack of Wool! 
43 5. 4 d. for every 240 Wooll-fells, the like Sum; and 
for every Laſt of Skins, Five Pounds: Of Aliens, 104. 
more in each Article, to ſubſiſt for two Years ; Thr: 
Shillings on every Ton of Wine, imported or exported, 
and T welvepence in the Pound on Merchandize. To 
theſe Taxations a new Grant was added this Time, 
which was of every twenty Pound Land, belonginy 
to either Peer or Peereſs, where the whole of the an- 
nual Rents, in their Hands, amounted to five hundret 
Marks and twenty Shillings; on Condition, that al 


mould be employed onl ards the Maintenance d 
ploy Dow e 4 
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Furnival and Sir John Pelham, Knights, were appoint- 
d Treaſurers of War, who were then ſworn to exe ted 
ute their Offices according to the Intention of the 
Grant. 
Several Biſhops and Lords offered to lend certain 
ums of Money, in order to raiſe Forces for reſcuing the 
ord of Conti „who was then beſieged in his Caſtle by 
he Welſb Rebels; and the King appointed, by Conſent 
pf Parliament, that ſuch Loans ſhould be repaid out * 
of the firſt Payments of the Subſidy then granted. 


the King and Lords, in full Parliament, and begged 
WL cave to recommend the young Lords Jobn and Hum- 
ry, two of the King's Sons, for his Advancement of 
them to honourable Eftates and Livings. They alſo 
Wprayed the King to remember the Duke of Yor#'s late 
ervice in Guienne, and elſewhere, ſo as he might be 
paid the Arrears due to him. The like Requeſt they 
made for the Earl of Somerſet, and Sir Thomas Beaufort 
his Brother. Laſtly, They beſeeched the King to re- 
ſtore to Richard, Brother to the Duke of York, certain 
Jewels, to the Value of 4000/7. which were in the 
Hands of King Richard II. They likewiſe concurred in 
the Requeſt above, for the Reſcue of the Lord of Coytif. 
As, in ſome of the laſt Parliaments, the Lords and 
Commons took Care to regulate the King's Houſhold, 
ſo in this the Commons applied to the King for a Re- 
ſumption of all Grants made from the Crown ſince the 
— Vear of Edward III. under the following Parti- 

culars: 
Fir/?, That all ſuch Hereditaments, Liberties, and 
uſtoms as were in the Crown, at the Time above- 
mentioned, and ſince, by any Means, granted from it, 
ſhould be reſumed into the King's Hands for ever: Pro- 
vided that all Cities and Towns Corporate ſhall keep 
their Liberties ; and except alſo the Lands of ſuch as 
vere forfeited the 11thof. Richard II. and were fold away. 
That all Wines taken for the King's Eighth, or Pri- 
lage, and granted to any Perſon by the King or his 
Fredeceſſors, may be reſumed : And that the preſent 
Queen may be endowed with all the Lands, Heredita- 
F ments, 


e Quere Graf. 


the Wars, and Defence of the Realm; and the Lord King Henry IV“ 
A Subſidy gran- 


#On the 26th of October the Commons came before geyeral Gragts. 


King Henry IV. ments, Ge. as the late Queen was, in whoſe Hand 
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ſoever they be and by what Grant ſoever alienated... 
That all Grants of King Edward III. or any of his Pro- 
genitors, made before his ſaid 40th Year, be confirm. 
ed by Parliament.— That all Farmers to the King by 
the like Grants, may enjoy their Farms, giving as much 
for them as others would do. Laſtly, That no Mar, 
hereby, be reſtrained of uſing any Licence or Warrant, 
granted for building any Caſtle, or Caſtelet, or for in 
cloſing any Park. To all which Petitions the King re. 
turned the following Anſwer ; which, ſince it is entered WF 
on the Rolls, we ſhall give, at Length, in its own Die 

tion and Orthography. 


A ND foraſmuche that the Comunes deſiren that th 
Kyng ſhulde leve upon his owne, as gode Reſon aſketh, 
and all Eftates thinken the ſame, the Kyng thanketh hen 
of her gode Deſire, willing to putt it in Execution alin 
as he tele may. And bycauſe the Comunes deſiren that al 
that longed unto the Corone the forty Yere of Kyng Edward, 
and ſith hath he departed, ſbuld be reſumed, to that Enten 
that the Kyng myght better leve of his owne : And fir 
alſmuche that it may noght be knowne unto the Kyng which 
it of the Corone and which is not, without more Examina- Wi 
tion; ne what bath be granted ſyth the forty Yere of Ky Wl 
Edward unto this Tyme, the Kyng's Entent is ta aſſygne cer- 
tein Lordes Spiritual and certein Lordes Temporal, and 
al his Fuſtices and al his Sergeants, and other ſuche « Ml 
bim luſt Name, for to putte in Execution alsferre as bt 
may, by the Lawe of his Land, or by his Prerogatiffe ur 
Libertee, alle the Articles contened in the Petition of tt 
Comunes, in alle Haſte that be may, in Diſcharge of vii 
2 eople . | b 


There are ſome other Ways preſcribed in this Par- 
liament for the King to live of his own and be leſs 
burdenſome to his Subjects, which ate too long to in- 
ſert. The Repreſentatives of the People, in thoſe Days, 
ſhewed themſelves to be really fo, by making the In- 
tereſt of their Conſtituents the ſame as their own ; they 
freely gave to relieve the Neceflities of the State, in 
Time of War, or the like ; but at the ſame Time took 
Care that no uſeleſs Grants or Penſions ſhould be p 
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as then thought ſufficiently ample to maintain itſelf in 
plendour : When an Engliſh Monarch had no foreign 
\ ppendages to draw from him the very Blood and 
itals of this Commonwealth. | 

If what an Antient and a Contemporary Hiftorian * 
rites be true, there is a great Defect in the Records, 
elating to ſome conſiderable Tranſactions which were 
—*— on againſt the Clergy in this Parliament; for 


ntereſt enough to keep it out of the Rolls. But, be 
hat as it will, it is agreed that the Court had been 
ampering in the Elections this Parliament, to get ſuch 
embers returned, as were not over favourable to the 
ntereſt of the Church. An Error in Government, 
hough made a principal Article againſt King Richard, 
was yet overlooked in King Henrys. The aforecited 
Author relates, That the King directed the Sheriffs, in 
is Writs for electing Knights of the Shire, to chuſe 
one that were any way learned in the Laws of the 
Land; but that they ſhould ſend ſuch to this Parliament 


were wholly ignorant in the Courſe of either Canon 
Wor Civil Law; which was done *. From whence this 
Parliament got the Name of Parliamentum Indoctorum, The Laymen's 
the IIliterate or Lack-Learning Parliament. But it is Parliament. 
more probable it was nicknamed ſo, ſome Time after, / 
by the Clergy, on Account of the Deſigns there carried 


on againſt that learned Body; for we find that other 
Authors call it the Laymen's E Y, 

However, our former Authority goes on and writes, 
That when the King firſt 2 
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om the Crown, to impoveriſh the Revenue of it, which King Henry Iv. 


eere is not one Word ſaid in them about it. It is pro- [ 86 
able chat, ſince the Deſign miſcarried, the Clergy had | 


a . Motion for ap- 
to this Parliament, plying the Re. 


lo compoſed, his great Want of an extraordinary Aid, venues of the 


Church to the 


the Commons went in a Body, and, by their Speaker, Service of the 


addreſſed him, remonſtrating, * That, without burden- State, 
ing his People, he might ſupply his Occaſions by ſei- 


* zing on the Revenues of the Clergy.” They ſet forth, 


| That 
t Thomas Malſingbam ſub hoc Anno. 


u Daniel in Kennet, p. 290. Rapin, Fol. Edit. p. 495, 496. 

*Direxit ergo Brevia Vicecomitibus, ne quoſquam e Comitatibus eligerent 
quoviſmado Milites, qui, in Jure Regni, vel Docti fuiſſent vel Appienticii; 
Jed tales omnino mitterentur ad boc Negotium, 2 conſtaret ignerare cuju ſ- 


fingham, p. 371. 


que Juris Methodum ; factumgue ita eff, W 
! Stowe's Chron, p. 330, Speed, p. bige 
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King Henry IV. © That the Clergy poſſeſſed a third Part of the Rich 


[87] 


Which is oppoſed 


by the Archbi- 
ſhop of Canter- 


© of the Realm, and not doing the King any Perſon 
© Service, it was but juſt they ſhould contribute out d 


.© their Revenues, towards the preſſing Neceſſities of thei 


© State: That it was evident, the Riches of the Eccle- 
© ſiaſtics made them negligent in their Duty, and the 


© leflening of their exceſſive Incomes would be a doubę 


© Advantage both to the Church and State.“ 


The King received this Addreſs in a Manner as ſhey. 
ed that it was not diſagreeable to him; and it is nai 
unlikely that it was he who, covertly, was the fit 
Mover of it. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury being pie. 


ſent, thought it his Duty to ſpeak on an Occaſion wher Wi 


his own and the Intereſt of the whole Clergy was con- 
cerned. He repreſented to the King, That thou 


the Eccleſiaſtics ſerved him not in Perſon, it could ui 


© not be inferred that they were unſerviceable, ſino 


they ſent into the Field their Vaſſals and Tenant 


© whenever there was Occaſion. That the ſtrip- 
© ping the e foo their Eſtates, would put a Stop to 
© their Prayers, Night and Day, for the Welfare of the 

© State ; and there was no expecting God's ProteQion 
© of the 1 if the Prayers of the Church were 
© little valued.” Upon this the Speaker of the Com- 
mons ſeemed to ſmile, and ſaid openly, That he 
© thought the Prayers of the Church a very ſlender Sup- 
© ply*. To which the Archbiſhop- anſwered, with 
ſome Emotion, That if the Prayers of the Church 
< were ſo lighted, and that other Conſiderations were 
© not capable of ſuppreſſing the Plots againſt the Clergy, 
© it would be found difficult to deprive them of their 
< Eſtates without expoſing the Kingdom to great Dan- 
© ger; and, fo long as he was Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
© he would oppoſe this Injuſtice to the utmoſt of his 
c Power.“ Then, ſuddenly, falling on his Knees be- 
fore the King, he ftrongly prefled him in Point of 
© Conſcience, and endeavoured to make him ſenſible 
© that, of all the Crimes a Prince could commit, none 
f © was 


2 Walfingbam fays, That this Speaker was called Sir Jobn Cheney, wha 
having, as it was ſaid, taken Deacon's Orders, had deſerted his Character, 
and turned Soldier, p. 371, 372. But by the Record he is called S 
#1 illiam Starmey. a 
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(IS (vas fo heinous as an Invaſion of the Church's Patri- King Henry Iv. 
ll ony.' | 
f "Whether Henry was moved with the Archbiſhop's 
e WB ocech, or that he foreſaw the ftrong Oppoſition the 
. lergy would make, and that he could not, without 
e reat Difficulty, accompliſh his Deſign, he ſuddenl 
WE banged his Purpoſe, and reſolved to deſiſt from it. He 
Wnſwered the Archbiſhop, That, though he blamed 
not his Zeal, he could not help ſaying, that his Fears 
„vere groundleſs ; for, when he mounted the Throne, [88] 
ne made a firm Reſolution to ſupport the Church with | 
an nis Power, and hoped by God's Aſſiſtance to leave 
ver in a better State than he found her.“ The Arch- 
WS iſhop, encouraged by this Anſwer, turned to the Com- 
ons, and ſpoke to them in a Manner not very proper 
s gain their Good- will, telling them their Demand was 
(Built wholly on Irreligion and Avarice. You, ſays he, 
and ſuch like as you, have adviſed both our Lord the 
King and his Predeceſſors to confiſcate the Goods 


and Lands of the Alien Priories and Religious Houſes, 
on Pretence he ſhould gain great Riches by it, as, in- 
Ie deed, they were worth many Thouſands ; notwith- 
n WF ſtanding, it is moſt true, that the King is not Half a 
Mark the richer for them all, for you have extorted, 
1- or, at leaſt, begged them out of his Hands, and have 
| appropriated the ſaid Goods to your own Uſes ; fo 
„it may well be conjectured that your Requeſt to have 
th our Temporalities, proceeds not ſo much for the King's 
þ Profit, as for your own Covetouſneſs: For, without 


re Doubt, if the King, as God forbid, ſhould fulfil your 
Y, wicked Purpoſe, he would not be one Farthing the 
ir richer for it at the Year's End. And, verily, adds 


1- he, I will ſooner have my Head cut off, than that the 
„Church ſhould be deprived of the leaft Right pertain- 
1s ing to it. | . 
- The Commons made no Reply to this ſevere Repri- 


of and ; but when they came back to their Houſe, they 

lc N eſolved to perſiſt in their Petition, and brought in a Bill ; 
1c e ſeize the Clergy's Revenues. But there was no This Project gi- 
as Wi robability of ſucceeding in their Project; the Sollici- yen i and 
ba ations of the Archbiſhop, and the reſt of the Prelates, **? 


„ere ſo prevalent with the Lords, that they threw out 
f 33 


% 
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King Hany Iv. the Bill; and ſo the Commons were forced to find ot 


L 89] 
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Anno Regni 7. 


1406, 


At W:fiminſler, * 
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Means to ſupply the King's Occaſions *, 
But to return to the Records. 


On the laſt Day of this Parliament *, the Commoylf 
prayed, That the Money borrowed for faving of tif 
Honour of the Lord Jobn, the King's Son, and tl 
Eſtate of the Realm may be anſwered : That the Kin 
would conſider the painful Service of the Duke of I 
whilſt he was the King's Lieutenant of Gatenne, ad 
that he may be paid what to him is due; and alſo to x 
member Sir Thomas Erpingbam ©, Sir Themas Rem. 
fon, John Norbury, and other valiant Knights ai 
Eſquires, who. adventured themſelves with the Kin 
at his coming into the Kingdom. Likewiſe, That wil 
Stranger born be a Collector of the Cuſtoms, or h 
Officer, neither enjoy any Benefice within tl 
Realm. And, that no Members of the Comma 
Houſe be Collectors of Subſidies. The King's Anſwalfi 
to the four firſt, was, The King will be adviſed : An 
to the laſt, It /all be as in the Reign of Edward Il 
Laſihy, At the Requeſt of the Commons, the King rf 
mitted Six Shillings and Eightpence of every Sack oF. 
Wooll, and the like of other Staple Commodities di 
the Grant made in the 4th Year of his Reign, by rl 


like 


ſon that fo much was miſ-entered in the Roll. 


- There were ſeveral other Petitions and Anſwers upot : 
leſs Affairs, which, being read, the Chancellor, by ti 
King's Command, returned his Majeſty's Thanks wh 


them all, and diſſolved this Parliament. 


his Pardon, And that the Clergy granted the King, at this Time, 
Tenth and an Half, notwithſtanding that the Half of the laſt grants 
Tenth was yet unpaid, p. 372. 

b The Day of the Month not mentioned. | 

c He was Warden of the Cinque Ports, Anno 23 Richard II. 1 
was ſummoned to Parliament as ſuch, in the firſt nine Years of Henry l. 
Nor was there any other Perſon ſummoned as Warden in this Reign, ba 
Henry Prince of Wales, in the eleventh Year, ; 

4 Dugdale's Summons to Parliament, p. 372. 39 

This Author and Sir Robert Cotton's Abridgement differ - oftentimes 1 
much in their Dates of Summons, that it is hardly poſſible to reconcile them 
Dugdale ſays, there were no Summons in the kth of this Reign; conta 
to Walfingbam, and the Statutes at large, which mention ſeveral Acls f 
in that very Year, 


In the ſeventh Year of this King's Reign d, Wit 
were iſſued, dated December 21, for a Parliament tl 
meet 


a Walfingham adds, That the Knights and Burgeſſes were ſo aſhamed 0 
themſelves, that they conſeſſed their Fault to the Archbiſhop, and aki 
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ect at Coventry on the 15th of February; but, on the King Henry NV. 
of Fanuary, other W rits were iſſued for their Meet- 

x at Glouceſter on the Day firſt appointed: From 

hence they were prorogued to aſſemble at Veſiminſter 

Monday in the firſt Week of Lent, or the iſt of March 

at Year. Being all met, according to the laſt Pro- 

gation, in the Painted Chamber of the King's Palace 

ere, Thomas de Langley, Clerk, then Lord-Chancel- - 

r, opened the Cauſe of the Summons; and, after 

king the uſual Declaration about the Liberties of 

oly Church, &c. he took for his Subject theſe Words, 

ſultorum Conſilii requiruntur in magnis ; and ſaid, 

That in the weighty Affairs relative to the good [ 9? ] 
overnment of the Realm, and Safety of the Subjects, 

which were annoyed by the Rebellion of the Welſb, 

nd likely to be invaded by the French and Scots, who 

eaſed not to infeſt Guienne and the Marſhes of Calait; 
eiſides the Troubles raiſed by the Iriſb, he had called 

the fame Parliament, as meaning to follow the Counſel! 

of the Wiſe, ſaying Fil: nil fine Confilio faciat, et tunc 

% Fadtum non pœnitebis; wherein he purpoſed to be- 

in alſo with the Example of Abaſuerus, Qui in- 
errogavit Sapientes, et illorum cuncta faciebat Con- 

. In which Conſultation, he declared to the 

Ling, Lords, and Commons, that if they would ob- 

ee the Laws of God, they might then aſſure them- 

elves to find Peace at Home, and Victory Abroad.” 

The Receivers of Petitions being appointed, the next 

ay the Commons came before the King and Lords, 4 

d preſented Sir John Tibetot for their 13 . — 
cuſed himſelf on account of his Youth, and other Speaker, 
auſes; but the King confirmed the Election. We do 

dt find that this new Speaker made any Proteſtation to 

De Throne, in Behalf of himſelf and his Colleagues, as 

as uſual at this. For, after he had excuſed himſelf, vnd omitt * 
above, the Chancellor immediately charged the Com- proteſtatioa. 
ons, for the ſpeedier Diſpatch of Buſineſs this Parlia- 

kent, to repair to their accuſtomed Place in the Abbey of 
eſtminſler, and to be there every Morning at Eight 

Clock; the Lords were, at the ſame Time, ordered to 

ject at Nine, | 

bent muſt be owned that a great deal of Buſineſs may 

ptr diſpatched in a very little Time, when we tell our 

* Readers, 


— 


— 1 py rr — * . _ > "— - «< <S 
— — 4 4 n K 1 — 4 W.-Y _ 
* N 8 8 $ 
A E & —X as _— By A, N 
Y 5 * * * - a ICS — LI r WITS S "ks; 2 
- - th. . 4 . 
3 * 5 


2. re 


= 8 


zatel 


an 
,Ww, 
„ bil 


nes 0 


\ 


92 


King A IV: Readers, That the Commons had got ready their Bill 4 


A Subſidy, 


The Parliamentary HisTorRy 


Aid, the next Day, March 2, and, with the Conſent 
the Biſhops and Lords, preſented it to the King; when 
by they granted a Subſidy of one Tenth and one Fifteenti 
to be levied on the Laity for one Year; and, beſidaf 
they gave to the King, in other Matters, as Tonnay 
and „ &c. the ſame that was granted in th 
laſt Parliament. 

A late Hiſtorian makes a fine Flouriſh here *, © Thy 
© Henry was denied an Aid of Money in this Parli 
© ment, and was flatly told there was no viſible Occ 
© fion for it: That the King was extremely offendedt 
© this Denial; but, however, durſt not ſhew his Re 
< ſentment, for Fear of exaſperating them: Mean whi 
© he deviſed an Expedient, which procured him wh 
© he wanted. This was, to keep the Parliament aſſen 
© bled till they ſhould, of their own Accord, be brouyit 
© to grant his Demand; fo, without any freſh Appl. 
© cation, he continued the Seſſion till the End of Augi 
This, adds he, was very inconvenient to the Men. 
© bers, who had Buſineſs at Home, and withall very er 
© penſive to the People who were to bear their Charge, 
© At length the Commons, impatient of returning u 
© their Homes, voted him a Subſidy, not without lou 
© Murmurs at the Conſtraint laid upon them.” f 

Thus do ſome Hiſtorians ſet off their Labours . 
glaring Colours and pompous Expreſſions, in order u. 
take the Eye, and divert the Ears of their Reader! 
There happens to be little or no Truth in all this Parac 
of Words, for there was no Demur at all in the Parlia 
ment's granting an Aid. On the contrary, it was give 
much ſooner than ordinary, and in a very unuſual Way; 
being granted on the very next Day the Commons pre 
ſented their Speaker, or the ſecond Day of the Seflion. 
It is true, indeed, this Parliament was continued by P-. 
rogation for a much _ Time than Rapin ſpeaks of 
but it was not for the Reaſon he mentions, but, as 
will appear in the Sequel, on a quite different Occ 
ſion. 

If Walſingham led him into this Miſtake, as bi 
Marginal Note ſeems to infer, Cotton's Abridgmenh 


which is alſo quoted in the ſame Place, would * ſt 
in 
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right again, if he would have taken the Trouble King Henry IV. 
conſult it. 
It was not till March 23, that the Commons came be- 
re the King again, when Sir John Tibetot, the Speaker, 
jen made the common Proteſtation, and required 
Confirmation of all their Liberties and Privileges, and 
at they might at any Time ſend for any of their Bills 
om the Lords, for Amendment of the ſame ; which 
as granted. The ſame Day the ſaid Speaker, before 
de King, made ſeveral Memorandums for good Govern- 
ent, namely, for confirming all their Liberties, for 
fe keeping of the Sea, and for providing for the 
defence of Guienne, which was then in great Danger 
d be loſt, 
= On the 3d of April the Speaker required of the King, The Speaker 
et his former Proteſtation and the following Regula- — ſeveral 
ons might be entered on Record, viz. — 
© That, for the better reſiſting of the Welſb Rebels, | 
the Prince might reſide in Males, and have ſufficient 
Power given him, by Commiſſion, for that Purpoſe. 
© That no Heritages, conquered from the 1/2, be 
given away till one Quarter of a Year after,” The 
ing anſwered, That he would not grant any without [ 93 } 
dvuice. 
* That a Time for baniſhing all Aliens, Frenchmen 
and Bretons, out of the Realm be appointed.“ It was 
nſwered, It jhall with all convenient Speed. a 
That it would pleaſe the King to excuſe the Com- 
mons, in that it had been reported they had talked 
of the King's Perſon otherwiſe than beſeemed them, 
which was untrue.” The King anſwered, He belie- 
ed the ſame. 
Then a Committee of both Houſes was appointed to 
eat about the Safeguard of the Sea, who agreed upon 
he Articles following: | 
I. That the Merchants, Mariners, and Owners of 
Engliſh Ships, ſhall find and provide ſufficient and 
able Ships for 2000 fighting Men, and 1000 Sea- 
men, for a Year and a Half, To anſwer which Ex- 
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pence they ſhall have allowed, upon Account, 12 d. in 
the Pound on Merchandize, and 3 6. upon every Ton of 
Wine; wich the fourth Part of the Subſidy on Woolls, 
Wooll-fells, and Skins, granted in the laſt Parlia- 

9 ment 


94 


The Parliamentary His roxy 


— 


Bing Henry IV. (ment held at Coventry; and that the Merchants, | 
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© levying the ſaid Sums, ſhould have Warrants unde 


© the Privy Seal as oft as there was Occaſion. 

II. That the Merchants ſhall enjoy all ſuch Prizy 
© as they ſhall take, having due Conſideration for th 
© King's Admirals when he ſhall appoint any. 

III. That if the Royal Navy of the nr ſhal 


© happen to be at Sea, and the _ make out again 


© them, then the Merchants aforeſaid ſhall have on 
< Month's Notice to provide. 

IV. The Merchants aforeſaid ſhall have reaſonahl 
© Warning of any Peace or Truce to be made; aft 


< which they have due Conſideration for all thr 


© Charges, 


V. That the Merchants name two Perſons, on: 


© for the South and the other for the North, who, b 
© Commiſſion, ſhall have the ſame Power as other Ad. 
© mirals have had on the like Occaſion. 

© Laſily, The Merchants demanded 4000 l. for 
© the preſent; but the Anſwer was, The King had it 
© not ©, 

The ſame — April 3, the King, for certain weighty 
Reaſons expreſſed in the Record, adjourned the fil 
Parliament from that Day unto the Quindene o 
Eaſter next enſuing, to be holden at the ſaid Place, a 
Weſimmſler ; and licenſed the Lords and Commons to 
depart for that Time. 

The Day appointed was the 25th of April tha 
Year ; when, becauſe the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


with ſeveral other Biſhops and Lords, were not jet 


come, the Parliament was again adjourned for fout 
Days more. Nor were they well ſettled to do Bufinels 
till Sunday the 8th Day of May following; at which 
Time the Speaker of the Commons again prayed the 
King, that, under his Protection, he might be allowed 
as great a Liberty of Speech as any of his Predeceſſon 
ever had, which was granted. They then wu 

the 


e The King's Writ to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, with a full 
Account of this Agreement of the Merchants, is in the Public A#s. Th 
like Writs are directed to the Chief Officers of all the Cities and great 


Towns in England. Teſle Rege apud Weſtmonaſterium ſexto Die Aprilit 


Fed. Ang. Tom. VIII. p. 437. 
There is another Inſtrument in the ſaid Public Acts under this Title; 
De Adniralie conflituto per Mercatores Regi nominato, Ibid, p. 459+ 


They required that Prov 
great Dearth at Calais ; that all Captains beyond the 
eas be commanded to repair ſpeedily to their Forts and 
ports, as the Earl of Somerſet was about to go to Calais; 
and that Richard Clyderawe, one of the Admirals for 
me Sea, might be ordered to go thither; all which 
W the King granted. 
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n ſhould be made for the 


Some private Affairs next follow in the Record, 
which we chuſe to omit. This Parliament continued 
fitting till the 7th of June, when the famous Act was 


WE paſſed for entailing the Crown of England, with all the 
W Hereditaments — Ri — MR — the preſent 
King, and the Heirs e of his y, lawfully begot- 

| 3 In like Manner it was entailed * the WOE — ogg M 


Wales, and, for Default of his Iſſue, on the Lords Tho- 
mas, Jobn, and Humphrey, ſucceſſively . But our Abrid- 
ger remarks, that the Conveyance is croſſed on the Re- 


cord; and on the Margin of it is wrote Vacat; yet this 


Conveyance, he adds, was exemplified under the Great 
Seal at that Time. 


It does not appear by the Copy from the original Rolls 


of Parliament, at preſent under our Inſpection, that this 
Act was paſſed at this Time, no Notice being there 
taken of it. It may be that the Copyer, ſeeing the Va- 
cat in the Margin, thought it not worth the I rouble of 
tranſcribing in that Place; eſpecially as it occurs ſoon 
after in this very Parliament, uſhered in with all the 
Formalities ſo ſolemn an AQ required, 

We ſhall make no Remarks of our own on this ex- 
traordinary Act of Parliament, for ſettling the Succeſ- 
ſion, and limiting of it to the Heirs Male only; though 
we have not met, in the Courſe of theſe Inquiries, 
with an Act of this Nature. We ſhall only ſay, that 
the Excluſion of the Females from ſucceeding, of any 
Line whatſoever, was a tacit Diſheriſon of the Houſe 
of York; who, as the Reader will find in the Sequel; 
claimed only from that Source. 

The Commons required, © That certain Perſons may 
* be appointed Auditors, to take and examine the Ac- 
counts of the Lord Furnival and Sir John Pelham, 

* made 

Jeb the third Son is omitted, by Miſtake, in Cotton, 
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| the King to appoint certain Perſons, by Name, to be King Henry IV. 
of his Council ; and that by Authority of Parliament, 
10 


The Crown en- 


[95] 


96 
King Heary IV. © made Treaſurers of War in the laſt Parliament. They 


ired alſo, * That three Parts of the Subſidy grante 
© to the Merchants for arg the Sea, be paid t 


[96] 


for Life, or Years, by the King or his Progeniton 


the Houſhold be 3 retrenched.” 


till the 18th of October that Sit John Tibetot, Speaker 


© as Hoſtages for the Earl of Douglas; and that tis 


to fly, with the Lord Bardolf, into Scotland for Protection. Being be- 
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© them; and that the fourth only be employed for 
© the Defence of the Realm. That all Aliens my ip: 
© avoid the Kingdom, except thoſe that are made De. 

© nizens, or Men of the Church, impotent Perſons, c 
© Dutchmen. That all Lands and other Profits, let ou 


© may-be improved to greater Value. La/ly,. That al 
< the Revenues and Profits of the Realm, granted finuM 
© the Beginning of the Parliament, may be reſumed in 
©the K 's Han „and reſerved for the Maintenance Ml 
© of his Houſe ;. and that all the exorbitant Charges 


On the 19th of June the King, for the ſame weigh. 
ty Reaſons as before, again adjourned this Parliament 
from that Day to the Suindene of St. Michael, or tie 
15th of October following. | 

On which Day being again afſembled, it was farther 
adjourned for four Days more, to give Time for ſon: 
Lords and Commons yet to come up. And it was nd 


of the Commons, came before the Ing: and required 
a Confirmation of his firſt Proteft, which was grantei. 
And, upon a Motion of the ſaid Speaker, the King 
charged both Lords and Commons, on their A. 
legiance, that they ſhould particularly inquire con- 
cerning any evil Government, and prevent it for the 
future. The ſame Day the Speaker required that the 
Caſtle of Manlion, which was the Key of the Three 


Kingdoms, and which was kept by Sir Charles u ir: 
Navarr, a Foreigner, might be kept by Engliſnn F. 
only: That all Fines and Ranſoms of the e.. 
nen may be employed in thoſe Wars: That te rei 
< Prince may be ſent into Wales with all Speed, con- cu. 
« fidering the Rebellion of the Earl of Northumberimi i a) 
and others : That certain Caſtles might be kept] ul 


other Scots Prifoners ſhould not be ſlightly given up, 
con- 


f The Earl of Northumberland had revolted again, but had been fortii 


trayed there, they fled into Wales, and, joining with Oven Glendour, Wi 
then become farmidable. 
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of all Scotland.” . 

In this Seſſion of the ſame Parliament, the Convey- 
ance or Act of Settlement, mentioned before, was re- 
eealed, and another Act was made upon it, whereby 


he Crown was entailed upon the King and his Sons, in 
zeneral Tail, &c. 
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conſidering, as they ſaid, that they were the Flower King Henry IV. 


E Mr. Rapin has beſtowed a great deal of Hiſtorical Mr. Repin's Re- 


1 aking this new Act o Settlement; wherein the Argu- 
ments, pro & con. about the Right of Females ſucceed- 
og to the Crown of England, is learnedly diſcuſſed 8. 


eme Arguments on the Queſtion, and content our- 
elves with making ſome Obſervations, from him, on the 
latute before us L. He ſays, That when Henry IV. 
mounted the Throne, he pretended to be the next 
Heir of Richard II. by which he ſeemed to make no 
Account of the Earl of March's Right, deſcended 
only from a Daughtet . And, indeed, ſuppoſing 
the Invalidity of the Female Right, it could not be 
denied but that he was nearer than the Earl of March, 
who was ſet up againſt him. But this pretended Tn- 
validity was a Point not decided ; for the People were 
generally of Opinion, that Daughters had a Ri ht to 
the Succeſſion, ſince, without its being neculliey to 
alledge Examples or Precedents in their Favour, it 
was ſufficient that there was no Law to exclude them. 
Upon this Foundation the late Rebellion was raiſed, 
as appeared by the Manifeſto the Rebels publiſhed. It 
rc WS is therefore very likely, that, to remove this Pretence 
from the Malecontents, Henry would have had this 
na Point ſettled by an Act; which, in excluding the 
Daughters and their Iflue, ſeemed to inſinuate the 
reigning King aſcended the Throne, purſuant to the 
ron cultomary Laws of the Realm. But this Act which, 
Joly f2ys our Author, was extorted the fame Way as the 
kept Subſidy, laſted but till the End of the Year. The 
t e Pet Parliament, [ill miſtaking, for it was all the 
ame] made ſuch ſtrong Remonſtrances to the King, 


Vol. II. _— * that 
© Rapin, Fol Ed. p. 498. | : 
d Statutes gt large, An. 7. Henry IV. cap. ii. 

See Vol I. p. 387, 414. and in this Volume, p. 24 


earning on the paſſing and repealing of the laſt, and genen 


e ſhall refer our Readers to that Author for the whole 


that 
d. 


971 
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ral Tail; 
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The foregoing 
Settlement re- 


ed, and an 


Ac for fixing th and, Whe | 
— Gene= ways give him his due Praiſe, A Matter of that gre 3 


Moment, as the Succeſſion to the Crown of Eng 


[98] 


lawfully begotten, ſucceſſively. 


King Henry IV. 4 that he conſented to the Repeal. This Parliament, 


Earl of March; and conſequently of the Houſe df 


- unanimouſly petitioned us, with more than ordinary Zu 
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© not ſatisfied with leaving the Right of the Daughter 
© in its former doubtful State, paſſed a new Act, where. 
© by. the Females and their Poſterity were eſtabliſhed in 
© their natural Rights.“ Our Author concludes with 
obſerving, * That the Precaution taken by the King u 
© ſecure his Right in the firſt Act, was extremely pre. 
© judicial to his Poſterity. He thereby gave Occaſia 
© for the ſecond, which ſtrengthened the Title of thi 


© York, who became Heirs to that Prince.“ | 

We ſhall make no Apology for inſerting this long 
Quotation from an Author of ſuch Eminence in H 
ſtory; and, where he is right in his Points, ſhall 


au, 
ſettled by Act of Parliament, muſt not be light 
paſs'd over in theſe Inquiries; we ſhall therefor 
give our Readers an Abſtract of the Statute itſelf, as ii 
is publiſhed in the Collection of Public As, tranſlate 
from the Latin; which, with the Names of the Biſhops 
Abbots, Lords, &c. who ſigned the ſaid Act, my 
ſerve to conclude our Account of this extraordinanii 
Proceeding l. 

HENRY, by the Grace of God, &c. 


It begins with a Recital of the Act made laſt Seſtolif 
of Parliament, for ſettling the Succeſſion on the Mal 
Line only, as aforeſaid : Then adds, Nevertheleſs, l. 
cauſe the Prelates, Lords, Clergy, and the whole Cun 
munity of England, conſidering that the ſaid Statute, 
excluding the Female Line, tos much contracted the Righ 
of Succeſſion, which they rather ſought to enlarge, ti 


to annul and make void the ſaid Statute, and to paſs i 
AZ for ſettling the Right of Succeſſion in Henry, my v8» 
and Heir, and the reſt of my Sons, and their Chilara 


We, therefore, judging the ſaid A to be conſono / 
to Right, do annul and make void the ſaid former Statue 
and, with the Conſent, and by the Authority, of the ſu il: 

N ; Prelat Ven 


1 Feed. Ang. Tom. VIII. p. 462 It is alſo entered en J 
Rolls of Parliament. 9 
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abliſb, &c. the ſaid Henry our Fir/t-born Son, our true, 
| awful, and undoubted Heir, and univerſal Succeſſor, to 
„ Crowns and Kingdoms of England and France, and 
> all our Dominions beyond the Sea whatſoever ; with 
their Rights, Appurtenances, Privileges, &c. belong- 
g thereto; and after him, ſucceſſively, to the Heirs of 
's Body, lawfully begotten, for ever. 

For Failure of this, in like Manner, the Settlement 
aabliſhes it on Thomas the King's ſecond Son, and his 
eirs, Oc. then to John and Humphrey, his third and 
durth, ſucceeding. | 

Provided, that, by this Statute or Ordinance, we in- 
WJ nt to change or alter the Succeſſion to the Rights, 
/crns, Honours, and Cuſtoms; with all other Appur- 
WS ances belonging to the Duchy of Lancaſter ; but that 
„id Rights, &c. may remain as they have been ac- 
med; this, or any other Statute made in this Parlia- 
ent, notwithflanding. 


Wo m/clves, the Clergy and Community aforeſaid, are put 
oo b/c Preſents. 


BisHOPS. 

hemas, Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, Primate of Eng- 
land, 

ſicholas, Biſhop of London; 
lenry, of VWincheſter. 

obn, of Ely. 


i mas, of Durham. 
ert, Biſhop of Chiche/ter 
[al :c-ard, of Saliſbury. 

s y, of St. David's. 
*, of Coventry and Litch- 
mu ela. 


ichard, of Worceſter. 
Uchard, of Bath and Wells. 
Lobert, of Hereford, 

philip, of Lincoln. 

bomas, of Landaff. And 
Filtam, of Carliſle, 


G 2 


\ 


The Guardians of the Spi- 
ritualities belonging to 
the Archbiſhopric of 
York, and to the Bi- 
ſhoprics of Norwich and 
Rocheſter. 
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Weſtminſter, 
St. Alban s. 
Naltbam. 
Peterborongh. 
St. John in Colcheſter; 
St. Edmund's Bury. 
Abyndon. 
St. Mary's, York. 
Croyland, 
Bardoney. 
St. Bennet, of Huim. 

| Glaſtens . 
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d,:lates, Lords, &c. in Parliament aſſembled, do ordain, King Henry. INV. 


In Teſtimony of which not only our Seal, but the Seals Which is ſub- 


all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal aforeſaid, for — * 


[91 


10  «. The Parliamentary His roxy 


King Ha IV. Glaftenbury, Reginald Lord Grey, of 

Malmſbury. Rut hyn. | 

Redyng. William Lord Ferrers, 
Thornty. Thomas Lord Furnival, r. 
Selby. William Lord Willonghi 
Battel. Hugh Lord Burnel. = 
Cirenceſter. William Lord Clynton, Wn / 
St. Peter's, Glouceſter. Thomas Lord Morley. 
Eveſham. on Lord Darcey. = 
Rameſey. ohn Lord Lovel. 3 
Hyde, near Wincheſter. arth. Lord Bourghchi Wl * 
Winchecumbe. Gilbert Lord Talbot. tl 
The Prior of Coventry. William Lord Zouch, e 
Walter, Prior of the Hoſpi- Thomas Lord Camois, ; n 
tal of St. Jobn of Feru- Richard Lord Seymour, Wl © 
ſalem, in England. Henry Lord Fitz- Hugh, 0 a 
Dukes _ Tr” SES, ] a 

| , n Lord Welles. 6 
L 100 Edward, Duke of York. ole Lord Cibhen. ö a 
2 of Somerſet. Peter Lord Mauley. xy - 
dmund, of Kent. John Lord Latymer:. 4 
EK A116. E yn Lord Charlton, fi . 
—_— A riet. Thomas Lord De la H 
Edward, of Devonſbire. Thomas Lord Berkeley, of 
Michael, of Suffolk. Berkeley. : 7 
Richard, of Oxford. — Rob wy a on | » 

3 rd Greyſtoct. 

. e e William Beauchamp, pe 
BARONS. Bergavenny. U 
William Lord Roos. John Lord Tuchet. ug 

Richard Lord Grey, of Co- Robert Lord Ponynges. 7 
denore. on Ld. Harrington, Au” * 
Henry Lord Beaumont. chard Lord Strange. it 
— 4 Be. Alſo Sir Jobn Tibetot, Knight, Speaker of the Hout th 


half of the Com. Of Commons, in this Parliament, in his own and in tt 
Ons, Name of the whole Body, gave his Aſſent to all the 
aforeſaid Articles. Laſih, The King, with all the rc< 
ſwore to keep all the ſaid Premiſſes inviolably. 
Dated, in this preſent Parliament, within our Palact 
at Wefiminfler, December 2, Anno Dom, 1406, in tit 
Eighth. Year of our Reign. © 


* 
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Sir Robert Cotton, or rather his Publiſher, Mr. Prynne, King Henry IV. 
the Abridgement, makes the following Remark on the 
proceedings of the Clergy in this Parliament, which we 
hall give verbatim. | 
« At this Time the Clergy ſuborned Henry Prince of 
Wales, for and in the Name of the Biſhops and Lords; 
and Sir John Tibetot, the Speaker, for and in the 
Name of the Commons, to exhibit a long and bloody 
Bill againſt certain Men called Zo/lards, namely 
againſt thoſe that preached or taught any Thing again 
the Temporal Livings of the Clergy. Other Points 
touching Lollardy, I read none; only this is to be 
marked, for their better Expedition in this Exploit, 
they joined Prophecies touching the King's Eftate, 
and ſuch as whiſpered and bruited that King Richard 
was ſtill living; all which they inſerted, to the End 
that, by ſuch Subtilty, wy might better gaintheir Ends 
againſt the poor Lollards aforeſaid. herein note 
a moſt unlawful and monſtrous Tyranny ; for the Re- 
queſt of the ſaid Bill was, That every Officer, or other 
Miniſter whatſoever, might inquire after, or appre- 
hend, ſuch Lollards, without any other Commiſſion, 
and that no Sanctuary ſhould protect them.“ FE: 
But, notwithſtanding theſe ſarcaſtical Expreſſions in 
Nur true-blue Proteſtant, the Bill againſt theſe Broachers 
new Controverſies and Lyes, as they are there ſtiled *, 
Wuſt have been thought very reaſonable at that Time, 
pecially in a Government founded ſo weakly as this 
as, and which muſt fear every Blaſt of Sedition that 
ould blow againſt it. Mr. Fuller, in his Church-Hiſto- 
Y, has given us an Abſtract of this. Act againſt the Lol- 
ard, which we ſhall inſert, as we have compared it 
ith the Original, and find it juſt, 


0 our moſt redoubted and gracious Sovereign, the KING. [ 101 ] 


OUR humble Son, Henry Prince of Wales, and : 

| the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in this preſent — 
Parliament humbly ſhew, That the Church of England Lellardi. 

bath been, and now is, endow'd with Temporal Poſ- | 
ſeſſions, by the Gifts and Grants, as well of your Royal 
Progenitors, as by the A 8 of the ſaid Lords 


3 Tem- 
a Touchant les Lollaides, et les autres Parlours et Controwours des Novell, 
des I enſonpes, &. Rot, Parl. 7 et 8 Henry IV. Ne. 62. 
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them common tothe open Commotion of your Peopk. 
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© 2: *:Wherefore, may it pleaſe your Royal Majeſty, 1 
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© Temporal, to maintain Divine Service, keep Hoſpitz 
© lity, &c. to the Honour of God, and the Soul's Health 
© of your Progenitors, and the ſaid Lords Temporal, 

1 Yet, now of late, ſome, at the Inſtigation of the Exe. 
© my, againſt the'aforeſaid Church and Prelates, bat 
< aswell in public Sermons, as in Conventicles and ſec 
© Places called Schools, ſtirr'd and moved the People offs 
© your Kingdom to take away the ſaid "Temporal Po. 
<« ſefkons from the ſaid. Prelates, with which they are vi 
© rightly endow'd, as it hath been, or might be, bel 
© adviſed or imagined by the Laws and Cuſtoms of you 
Kingdom; and of which they are as ſurely poſiclif 
© as the Lords Temporal are of their Inheritances. M 

£. Wherefore, in caſe that this evil Purpoſe be not n. 
© ſiſted by your Royal Majeſty, it is very likely th, 
© in Proceſs of Time, they will alſo excite the Peoglefif 
Sof your Kingdom for to take away from the ſaid Low 
© Temporal their Poſſeſſions and Heritages, fo to mai 


0 Q_ _ 007 04. 09 0. 0 


There be alſo-others who publiſh, and cauſe to he 
< publiſhed, evilly-and falſely, among the People of you 
Kingdom, That Richard, late King bf England, (wh 
© is gane to God, and on whoſe Soul God, thro! hi 
© Grace, have Mercy) is till alive. And ſome have wit 
© and publiſhed divers falſe pretended Prophecies to tie 
© People, diſturbing them who would, to their Powe, 
© live peaceably, ſerye God, and faithfully ſubmit aud 
d obey: you their Liege Lord. | 


© Maintenance of the Honour of God, Conſervation d 
© the Laws of Holy Church, as alſo in Preſervation d 
© you, your Children, and the Lords aforeſaid, and fot 
© the Quiet of all your Kingdom, to ordain by Statut 
< in the preſent Parliament, by the Aſſent of the Lot 6 
© aforeſaid, and the Commons of your Kingdom, T hit 

© in caſe, any Man ar. Woman, of what Eſtate or Cond "Þ 


e tion they be, preach, publiſh, or maintain, hold, ut, « 
door exerciſe any Schools; if any Se or Doctrine here 


< after, againſt the Catholic Faith, either preach, publiſh, © 

£ maintain, or write a Schedule, whereby the People maj 

© be: moved ta take away the Temporal Poſlethcri « 

6 ofthe aforeſaid Prelates; or preach and 4 grave? nf 
N n \ icoal 


* 


of ENGLAND. | 103 
« Richard late King, who is dead, ſhould till be in full King Hemy Iv. 
« Life ; or that the Fool in Scotland, is that King Richard 
«© who is dead; or that publiſh or write any pretended 
© Prophecies to the Commotion of your People; that 
they, and every of them, be taken and put in Priſon, 
without being delivered in Bail, or otherwiſe, exce 


© by good and ſufficient Mainprize, to be taken before 
6 the Chancellor of England, c.“ 


At the Petition of Thomas Lord Furnival, and Sir 
John Pelham, K night, Treaſurers of War as aforeſaid, 
it was agreed, That certain Auditors aſſigned in this 
Parliament to take their Accounts, ſhould make due Al- 
lowance to them ; and that they, their Heirs and Land- 
Tenants, ſhould be clearly diſcharged from the ſaid 
Account. 
Alſo the ſame Day, viz. 22d of October, the Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons came _ before the King 
and Lords, and required, in the Name of that Body, 
that all the Lords of Council might be ſworn to obſerve 
certain Articles, which they had drawn up, for.the bet- 
ter Regulation of the public Affairs of the Kingdom. 
The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, for himſelf and others, 
refuſed to ſwear to them, but offered to do what they 
could towards their Obſervance. Upon this the King [ 10, } 
charged the ſaid Archbiſhop, with the reſt, on their 
Allegiance, to take the Oath, which accordingly they 
dic; and further, the King cauſed all the Officers of 
his Houſhold, and of all his Courts of Juſtice, to be . 
ſworn to fulfil the ſaid Oath. The Articles were theſe; , . * 1 
I. That worthy Counſellors and Officers be ap- — iy ON 
© pointed, and not to be removed without good Proof theGovernment, 
* of their ill Management. wan 
II. That no due Grants be ſtayed at the Great 1 
Privy Seal. . | Kae dl, 
III. That none about the King's Perſon do purſue 
* any Suit or Quarrel, by any other Means than by 
Order of the Common Law. | 
IV. That no Officer be appointed by any Mediatio 
* contrary to the Laws. 
V. © That Order be taken for the Governance of the 
© King's Houſe, Chamber, and Wardrobe, 
VI. © That the Revenues and Profits of the yr 
: | an 
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© and Realm be employed towards the Charges nex 
© aforeſaid. | 

VII. That no Perſon, under a Penalty, do recei 
© or take by Way of Gift, any of the Profits aforeſaid, 

VIII. That two certain Days in the Week be ay. 
© pointed for all Suitors to exhibit their Petitions to h 
© King ; and that ſome Perſons may be alſo appoin. 
c ed to receive and give Anſwers to the ſame. 1 

IX. That no Man, whatſoever, do prefer any Bil 


© or Suit to the King on any other Days. = > 
X. © That none of the Council hold Pleas of 2c H 
Matter determinable at Common Law. of 
XI. That all Statutes touching Buyers and Purveſ. ar 
© ors may be executed. _Þ 
XII. That no one of the King's Council ſhall gin WS le 
© Encouragement to any Suitor, before Determinatio MS th 
© had in full Council. | =& 
XIII. That no Matters of Council may be diſpatch ſa 
© ed, but by full Aſſent, unleſs the ſame require grea m 
© Haſte; in which Caſes Word ſhall be ſent to ſuc 
© Counſellors as are abſent, to the End that their Adi WS \ 
© may be known. er 
The XIV, XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, and XIX Ai. rift 
ticles, ordain, That none of the King's higher Of- Wha 
© ficers, or other Under-Officers, or Clerks, of any n 
© his Courts, or of his Houſhold, ſhall take any bu nd 
_ © their accuſtomed Fees, and appoint any Miniſter unde Had 
© them to do the ſame. | | uff 
XX. That the Queen do pay for her Journey to is 
© the King's Houſes, as Queen Philippa lately did. por 
XXI. That none of the Officers of the Marſbalſem ¶ the 
© of the King's Houſe, or Clerk of the Market, do hold Hef 
© any Plea otherwiſe than in the Time of Edward the WWpnd 
« Firſt. | ya: 
XXII. © That all the Sheriffs before the Election of he 
© Enights of the Shire, ſhall, by open Proclamation in Rune 
their ſeveral Counties, give fifteen Days Reſpite to ] 
© the Time and Place. Par 
XXIII. That all the King's Great Officers of every is 
Court, and of his Houſhold, ſhall maintain the Com- h 
mon Laws. In 
XXIV. © That all Foreigners who are not Denizens Hebr 


do make Fines, by a Day, with the King. 


XXV. 
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the Treaſurer, have full Power to diſcharge the Ser- 
jeants and other Officers for their Miſdemeanors. 
"XXVI. That the ſaid Officers, and Chamberlain 
of the Houſhold, do execute their Truſts according to 
the Statutes of the King's Houſe. 

XXVII. © That no Judicial Officer, or other Mini- 
ſter within the King's Houſe, or in any of his Courts, 
enjoy any of the ſaid Offices, but at Will. 

XVIII. That all the Chief Officers of the King's 
Houſe and Courts do make, yearly, ſtrict Inquiries 
of all Miſdemeanors and Miſpriſions done under them, 
and make Report thereof to the King's Council. | 

XXIX. That the Array of the ſpecial Aſſize chal- 
lenged be tried, at large, as in general Aſſizes; and 
that the Sheriff do take nothing for any Pannel between 


1 
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ſaid ſhall only continue to the End of the next Parlia- 
ment.“ g 


Whoever conſiders well the foregoing Articles, deli- 
er'd by the Speaker, will find that there is ſcarce a 
Wrifling one amongſt them; which evidently ſhews, 
What the Commons of England were neither Fools nor 
x naves in thoſe Days. Nor was the King leſs obliging 
Wand condeſcending, on his Part, than the Commons 
ad been reſolute and preſumptive on theirs ; not only 
Wuftcring the ſaid Articles, which ſtruck ſufficiently at 
is Prerogative, to paſs into a Law, though but a tem- 


e reſt of the Council, &c. to ſwear to the Obſervance 
of them. Which alſo, demonſtrates that, whatever 
indirect Steps Henry took to acquire the Diadem, he 
vas reſolved to keep it; and is a ſtrong Inſtance that 
he beſt Laws for the Subject have been often gained 
under the weakeſt Titles of our Kings. 

It is remarked, that as the King's Deſign in this 
Parliament was to demand Money, he readily gave 
his Aſſent to ſecure the Freedom of Elections; by 

hich, it is evident that the King had done ſomething 
in the Elections for the laft Parliament, tending tc 


5 Ropin, Fol, Edit, p. 498. 
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XXV. © That the Steward of the King's Houſe, with King Henry IV. 


Party and Party. Laſihy, That all the Articles afore- 


Wporary one; but alſo compelling the Archbiſhop, with 
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act relating ty 


— o County Elec» 


bridge the Liberty of Voting ®. This Act is ſtill ex- tions. 
| | tant 
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Kiag lg Iv. tant on the Rolls and in our Statute-Books, by whit 


Ample Grants 


made by the 


it was enacted, © That, at the next County-Court aft 


© the Delivery of the Writ of Parliament, all there pre, 


© ſent, as well Suitors ſummoned for the ſame Cauſe, uM 
© others, ſhall attend to the Election of, the Knights «if 


© the Parliament, and in the full County they ſhall pro, 


© ceed to Election freely and indifferently, notwithſtand. 
ing any Requeſt or Commandment to the contrar, ii 
© And, after they are choſen, their Names ſhall be wi 


© ten' in an Indenture, under the Seals of all thoſe tha 


did chuſe them, and tacked to the Writ of Parliament; 


£ which Indenture ſhall be holden for the Sheriff's Re 


© turn of the ſaid Write.“ This Method ſeems, will 
ſome little Variation, to be the Manner of chuſing 1 


this Time. 


There are many more Petitions, Anſwers, Cc. uM 
the Proceedings of this Parliament; which, becauſe thy 


are on leſſer Affairs, or private Property, are omitted 
It is obſervable, however, how anxious the Comman 
were that all theſe Matters ſhould be carefully recorded; 
for, at their own Requeſt, it was enacted, that certii 


Members of their Houſe ſhould be preſent at the engrd 


ſing the Roll of this Parliament. | 
The King, to ſhew his Generoſity and Gratitude i 


King to Sir Joun Sir John Tibetot, the young Speaker of the Houſe d 


T1zEToOT, the 


Speaker, 
J 106 ] 


Commons, granted to him, in Fee, all the Lands au 
Hereditaments of Richard ap Griffith ap Voethus, intit 
Counties of Carmarthen and Cardigan, and elſewher, 
in the Principality of South Wales, forfeited to the King 
by his being an Adherent to Owen Glendour, Rebel and 
Traitor; and alſo the Office of Keeper of the Forelb 
of H/aybridge and Sapley, in the County of Huntingdu 
without any Fee or Out- Payment. And, further, tit 
King gave to the ſaid Sir ohn the Goods and Chattel 
of Peter Priſwick, Carpenter, a Felon, amounting v 
one hundred and fifty Pounds; all which muſt be allow: 
ed a truly Royal Donation v. ns | 
Mr. Pryxne makes an Obſervation again, at the EN 
of this laſt Seſſion of Parliament, to this — 0 Tha 
© the Commons? young Speaker took more upon bin, 
© and ſpoke more boldly and fervently to the _ 4 
| * 


© Statutes at large, An. 7 Henry IV. cap. xv. 
He was afterwards made Earl of I/orcefler, Dugdale's Baronagt. 


* 


e 
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Innovation, beginning to grow in Faſhion, the King 
and Lords thought proper, in a ſucceeding Parliament, 


© to put a Check upon, as a Novelty inconſiſtent with 


6 the King's Prerogative: That the Speakers afterwards 
( became more modeſt, and did not ſay any Thing that 
(vas diſpleaſing to the King; or, if they caſually did, 
(to pray that it might be imputed, only, to their own Ig - 
6 norance, and not unto the Commons. It js further re- 
markable, that this is the longeſt Parliament we have 
yet met with; for, though it is not ſaid when it was 
diſſolved, becauſe the latter End of the original Roll is 
much defaced, yet we may well ſuppoſe, by the three 


"RS Prorogations, that it continued near a Year ; which was 


an Innovation, in the antient Conſtitution, taken No- 
tice of by ſeveral Hiſtorians as a great Blot in this Reign. 
Holling ſhead, in particular, ſays, That the long Con- 
tinuance of this Parliament was a great Loſs and Da- 
mage to the Commonalty ; for the Expences of their 
Repreſentatives was, almoſt, equal, in Value, to the 
Sum that was demanded for the Subſidy 4, 

At the End of the Roll of this Parliament is inſerted, 
at Length, all the Placita Corone, or Pleadings of the 
Crown, againſt Henry Earl of Northumberland, and 
Tamas Lord Bardolf, for High Treafon, in levying 
War againſt the King, &c. contained in fifceen Articles ; 
and for which they were adjudged, by this preſent Par- 
liament, as Traitors, to be drawn, hang'd, and beheaded, 
at the Diſcretion of the King, and to forfeit all their 
Lands, Caftles, Lordſhips, &c. to him and his Heirs 
for ever. It was not long aſter this Sentence that the 
Forfeiture came to the King; for this very Year the Earl 
of Northumberland, raiſing | Sig Yor#ſhire, but 
wasoverthrown by the High Sheriff of that County, and 
himſelf, with Lord ety ph ſlain.—Thus the Father, 
Son, and Brother of that Noble Family fell by that Power 
they themſelves had ſo unjuſtly raiſed to Sovereignty. 


On the 20th of October, in the ſucceeding Year, 
another Parliament met, by Summons, at Glouceſter ; 
but, upon calling oyer the Houſe of Commons, ſeveral 
Defaulters being found, it was put off for four Days 

longer. 
9 Helling ads Chron. 5327. : 
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Lords, than any Speaker had done before him. Which King Herry Iv. 
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108 
ing Henry IV, 


Anno Regni g. 
1407. 
At Gloucefter, 


{ 


Sir Thomas 
Cnavcss cho- 
ten Speaker. 


© himſelf to be honoured. Secondly, He ought to be 
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longer. On that Day the Archbiſhop of Canterbur, 
Arundel, ſtill Lord-Chancellor, opened the Seffion and 
the Cauſe of the Meeting, with a Speech, and took 
this Text for his Subject, Regem honorificate. 

In which he endeavoured to prove, That, for three 
© eſpecial Cauſes, the King ought to be honoured. Fir, 
© For that the King, by maintaining the Liberty of i 
© Holy Church, honoured God, and therefore ought if 


© honoured for his great Care towards his Subjects, a 
© well in the Obſervation of the Laws, as in his Defence 
© of them againſt Foreign Enemies. And, Thirdly, Be. 
© cauſe that, ever ſince his Coronation, he had ſhewn 
© Favour and Pardon to all that aſked them. And add- 
© ed, that, as in Neceflity, every Member of Man' 
© Body would ſeek Comfort from the Head, as the 


Chief; ſo he applied it to the honouring of the King, l 
© who was the Head of the Conſtitution. He deſired * 
© the Houſe of Commons to meet, in the Refectory of v 
the Abbey of Glouceſſer, and chooſe a Speaker that hi 
< Afternoon, and preſent him the next Day to the King: of 
And, lay, He required them all to conſider on proper hi 
Means to end the Rebellion in Wales; to take Care for 
© the ſafe guarding of the Sea ; for defending of Guienm, 
Calais, and Ireland, and the Northern l and th 
* how, by their Aid, the ſame might be beſt accom- pi 
© pliſhed.* F 
The Chancellor having finiſhed his Harangue, the th 
Receivers and Triers of Petitions were conſtituted ; and = 
the next Day the Commons preſented Sir Thomas Char- K 
cer © for their Speaker; who, after Excuſe for himſelt di 
and Confirmation, made, the common Proteftation, li 
which was granted. They were then ordered to meet th 
every Morning, in the Place aforeſaid, at Eight o Clock, v 
for the ſpeedier Diſpatch of Buſineſs. to 
It was not till the th of November that the Commons 
came again before the King ; where the ſaid Speaker to 
repeated his former Proteſtation, and began to rehearſe 
the Grant of the laſt Subſidies, and the Oaths of the 
Lords, and others, for the Diſpoſition of the ſame. | 
But the Chancellor interrupted him, and ſaid, That no . 


Accounts were yet made for the Diſburſements of the 
MLS . ſame 
7 Son to that famous Eg Pot, Geoffry Chaucer, Stowe, p 326, 
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ame to the Commons; and that the Lords, having King Henry Iv. 
little Thanks for the laſt, would by no Means take [ 108] 
the like Oath again; which the King, at his Requeſt, 

excuſed them from *. Then the ſaid Speaker made 

reat Complaints againſt Purveyors; to which the 

wt and Treaſurer of the King's Houſe anſwered, 

« That the ſame ſhould be — 


Nævember 14. Upon the Coming of the Commons 

before the King and Lords, the Speaker told them of his complaint of 
the great Diſadvantage the Nation ſuffered by not Grievances, 
guarding the Sea; and that thoſe who had Lands on 

the Marches of Hales never dwelled thereon ; of which 

he deſired that due Conſideration might be taken, which 

was promiſed: And that certain * by Name, 

might be appointed to confer with the Commons on 

theſe and other Matters . At the Requeſt of the Mer- 

chants, made laſt Parliament, the King granted to 

Richard Cliderhowe, late Admiral of the South and 

Weſt Seas, the Allowance of 2668 /. which was due to 

him. The Commons prayed that this might be paid out 

of the firſt Money ariſing from the laſt Subſidy, and that 

he be diſcharged of all Accounts, 


On the 2d of December, which was the laſt Day of The Commons 
this Parliament, the Speaker deſired the King to give — — _ 
public Thanks to the Prince of Wales, for his great his Conduct in 
Fatigue and good Conduct in Wales; for which both ales. 
the King and the Prince returned back their Compli- 
ments to the Commons. After which the Prince, 
kneeling before the King, cleared the Duke of York from 
diſloyal Reports ſpread againſt him, and, in open Par- 
liament, averred him to be a true and loyal Knight. At 
the ſame Time, the Speaker moved the King to ad- 
vance his Sons the Lords Thomas, Jobn, and Humphrey, 
to ſome honourable Titles and Fortunes, 

The Lords and Commons on the ſame Day granted A Subfidy 
to the King one entire Fifteenth and Tenth, and one Sranted. 


—_ 
See before, p. 103. 104. 
t Theſe were the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhops of Wincheſter 
and Durham, the Duke of York, the Earl of Somerſet, the Lords Reſs and 
Burnel, Record, , | 
a The Prince, having the Command of an Army in Wales, had gained 
two Victories there ; in the latter of which the Son of Orea Glepdour 
was taken Priſoner, Rapin, Fol, Edit. p. 496. 
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King Henry IV. half Fifteenth and Tenth, with the like Subſidy for 
Staple and other Merchandizes, as was granted in the 
laſt Parliament, for two Years. And, in Conſideration 

: of the Subſidies aforeſaid, the King promiſed that, for Wi 

[ 109 1 vo Years next enſuing, he would require no other 

Subſidies or Charge on his Subjects; and, for more 

Aſſurance thereof, deſired that this might paſs into aq 

AR, and that every Member might have a Copy of it 

It ſeems, by the Record, that the Lords and Com- 

mons did not agree fo well, as formerly, in this Parlia. 

ment; for a Difference that happened between the tuo 

Houſes about granting the Subſidy, gave Riſe to the 
following Ordinance, viz. 

An Order to pre- hat in all future Parliaments, in the Abſence of 

vent the Lords the King, it ſhould be lawful as well to the Lords by 

from communi-© themſelves, as to the Commons by themſelves, to 

ns — debate of all Matters relating to the Realm, and «f 

Debates tothe © the Means to redreſs them, without diſcloſing the 

King. © fame to the King before a Determination made there- 

of, and that to be done only by the Mouth of the 
© Speaker.” Which Ordinance was made, becauſe Par 
of the aforeſaid Diſpleafure aroſe on Account of the 
Lords making the King, ſeveral Times, privy to their 
Debates on the Subſidy, and brought Meſſages from 
him; which the Commons ſaid was abſolutely again 
their Liberties. 

On the ſaid laſt Day of this Parliament, the Speaket 
required, that the Commons might depart with as great 
Liberty as they had done heretofore ; and again recom- 
mended it to the King and Lords, that ſufficient Means 
might be taken for guarding the Seas, and reſiſting the 
Nelßb Rebels *. 


TT lA Aa. as — . }28X 1 « 
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— 


Anno Regni, 11. According to the King's Promiſe in the laſt, it was 
17410 not till two Years after that another Parliament was 
Atfminfer, called, which was to meet at Veſiminſter on the Dun- Nou 

dene of St. Hilary, or January the 27th, 1410. When 
the Biſhop of /inchefter, the King's Half Brother, 
there being then no Chancellor, declared the Cauſe of 
the Summons to be for the Preſervation of the Church's 
Liberties, 
x Some more Strokes were made at the Court of Rome this Parliament, 
on the Score of Proviſions, Cc. Statutes at large, An, 9 Henry IV. 
Cap, Ville + - woe? 
TS. 
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wertes, £7;, and then took for his Subject, Decet nos King Henry IV. 


mplere omnem Juſtitiam, on which he diſcanted to this 
urport ; 

c Thatthis Parliament was ſummoned for two Cauſes: 
The fir/t, For the inward Governance of the Realm, as 
in the due Obſervance of the Laws. The ſecond, For 
outward Governance, as in a proper Defence againſt 
a Foreign Enemy; and in this he touched upon the 
Duke of Burgundy, then Governor of France ; who, he 
ſaid, meant to beſiege Calais with a great Army, and 
then to conquer this Kingdom.” 

He told them, amongſt other Matters, © That there 
were two Kinds of Government, the Jus Regimi- 
nis, and Jus Subjectionis; allowing the firſt to be 
better, according to the Anſwer of Ariſlotle to King 


Alexander ; who, being aſked in what Manner the- 


ſaid King might ſtrongeſt fortify the Walls of a new 
Fortreſs, or Frontier Town, which he had built, 
anſwered, That the ftrongeſt Walls were the hearty 


Good-Will of his Subjects, and Obedience to the 


Laws.” 

He ſaid, That all true Subjects owe to their Sove- 
reign three chief Points, viz. Honour and Obedi- 
ence, Reverence and Benevolence, and hearty Aſſiſt- 
ance. And, becauſe the preſent Neceſſity required 


ready Aſſiſtance, and ſpeedy Diſpatch, the King had 


called this Aſſembly for a full Conſultation ; which 
he wiſhed might * to the Glory of God, the 
Honour of the King, and the Safety of the whole 
Realm. For which good End he willed the Com- 

con of their Speaker, and pre- 
ſent him the next Day to the King. 


1110 


On the 28th of January, the Commons preſented Sir Tou 


dir Thomas Chaucer, again, for their Speaker, who, 
* the common Proteſtation, the King, by his 
own Moyth, allowed of it; but added, That ſince now 


che Lords and Commons were come to an Agreement, 


* he expected that they, the Commons, would ſpeak 
*no unbecoming Words, or attempt any Thing that 

* was not conſiſtent with Decency.” | 
Feb. the 7th, at the Requeſt of the Commons the 
Aflizes were prorogued, by the King, during the Sit- 
lng of Parliament, But nothing more is ſaid of 1 
ro- 


CHAUCER again 


choſen Speaker. 
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King Henry IV. Proceedings till the 15th of MHurch; which, being 
that Time in Palm- Sunday Week, at the Deſire of e 
Commons, the Parliament was adjourned to the Qu. 
dene of Eaſter next following. | 4 

At that Day, being April the 7th, the Parliament rf 
aſſembled, when the King granted, That certain of H 
moſt learned Biſhops and worthy Lords ſhould be 1 

ſigned to be of his Council; and that they and all tl 

Judges ſhould be ſworn to give good Counſel and ui 
| right Judgment. Y 
Several Act: On the 24th Day of April the Commons came be 
— 80 the King in Parliament, and preſented divers E 
Kingdom, titions for the good Governance of the Realm; which 
with their Anſwers, are much too long to inſert. Th 
Tenor of ſome were to this Purport: 4 
© That all ſuch as had Caſtles and Towns in th 

Marches of Scotland, ſhould furniſh them with Nece(.M 
faries, and keep Guard there in proper Perſon. Ti: 
fame Order was taken for the Caſtles and Towns u 
Wales. Alſo that the Revenues of the King's Dom- 

nions beyond Sea ſhould, for three Years, be employelll 
on the Soldiers there; and that no Officer there, vo 

is immediately accountable to the King, ſhall enjoy ti 

ſame during Life. : 

That three Parts of the Subſidy on Woolls ſhall H= 
employed upon the Defence of Calais, the Caſtle there, if 
the new Tower on Rochbank, and on the Marches dM 
Calais, and for the Payment of certain Debts there. 
That ſuch Subſidies as ſhould be granted this Parliament 
ſhould be employed according to the Grant, and n«iMf 
otherwiſe. And that all Foreigners, who are come ino 

the Realm, except Merchants, ſhall make Proteſtation 

to live and die in the King's Quarrel, ſhall ſerve in the 

Wars if they are able, and ſhall not be lodged but in 
 Engliſhmen's Houſes. Alſo, that none of them ſhall be 

Brokers; and that no Broker ſhall be a Merchant to hi 

; own Uſe, Ce. | 

The great Re- On the 2d of May, upon the earneſt Requeſt of the 
ſpeR paid byPar- Commons, ſuch Lords as were before appointed to be 
3 of the King's Council were again declared; all d 
| whom, with the Judges, were then ſworn to do Juſtice, 
except the Princes of /Yales; who, for his high * 

1 a celle 
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eremony. 
The . may obſerve, that there are ſeveral Paſ- 


ges, in the Courſe of theſe Proceedings, which evi- 
ntly ſhew what Reſpect the Commons, in Parliament, 
ad to this Prince of ales at that Time. This does 
ot, by any Means, ſuit with the light Character which 

oft Hiſtorians have given of this Prince in his younger 
ays. And if he had been guilty of thoſe Levities he 
= accuſed of, he would not have had, we may well ſup- 
e, ſo many Compliments paid him; nor have been 
ade Preſident of the Council, as he certainly then was: 
r, in an Ordinance made this Parliament, where, if 
y of the King's Chief Officers or Judges ſhall take 
y Bribe or Reward, he ſhall forfeit treble the Value 
= the King, it is wrote on the Margin of the Roll, 
_/tuatur per Dominum Principem et Conſilium. It 
ll therefore ſtill more evident by this, what ſome Hi- 
rians remark, That it was the King's Jealouſy of his 
Yr's growing Greatneſs and Popularity, and his Ne- 
cc of him for that Reaſon, which threw the Prince 

the diſlolute Courſes which are laid to his Charge. 

ln this Parliament there was ſome Relaxation de- 
Wanded of the late ſevere Act againſt the Lollards and 
eretics; for now it was requeſted by the Commons, 


Wot this Reign, may be bailed, and freely purge them- 
eles of it; that they be arreſted by no others than 
be Sheriffs, or ſuch like Officers; and that no Havock 
e made of their Goods. f 
wer. The King will be adviſed; which is a De- 
al. Thus far the Record. 

But a modern Author relates, That, on paſſing the 
& for regulating Elections, the Commons were en- 
puraged, before they granted an Aid, to renew their 
mer Inſtances in regard to the Clergy. Wickliffe 's 
octrine had gained ſo much Ground, that the Majo- 
y of the Houſe of Commons were then in that Way 
thinking; and, thus biaſſed, they preſented two Pe- 
ions to the King, one againſt the Clergy, and the 
her in Favour of the Lollardi. In the At they ſet 


Vol. II. H forth, 
" ACauſe del bauteſſe et excellence de fon bonurable Perſone, &c, Record. 
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lent Quality v, as is there expreſſed, was excuſed that King Henry Iv. 
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hat all ſuch Perſons as ſhould be arreſted by Force of The Commons 
be Statute made againſt Lollardy, in the ſecond Year pray a Mitigation 
| of the Act againſt 
the Lollards; 
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King Henry IV. forth, That the Clergy made an ill Uſe of their Riche, if 
© and conſumed their Incomes in a very different Ma- 

[ 113 ] © ner from the Intent of the Donors: That their Re. 

© venues were exceſſive, and conſequently it was nece. 
ſary to leſſen them: That ſo many Eſtates might eaſy 
ducing the Re- be taken from them as would ſerve to provide for 155 
venues of the © Earls, at the Rate of 3000 Marks yearly each; 15» 
Clergy; _ © Barons, at 100 Marks each; 6200 _— at 
arks year 

« for each Hoſpital : That, by theſe Means, the Kin 
© dom's Safety would be better provided for, the Po 
< better maintained, and the Clergy more attached u 


And renew their . 
Project for re- 


Marks; and 100 Hoſpitals, at as many 


© their 7 
This is Monſ. Rapin's Account of the Contents u 


this Bill; but could fo learned and judicious an Auth 


ever ſuppoſe that ſuch a Number of Earls, Barons, an 
Knights, were likely to be ſupported at ſuch a Calculz 
tion, provided that the Commons were willing to ri 
ſo many new Lords and Maſters amongſt them? H 


Marginal Note refers you to Walſingham for his A 


thority ; but, unfortunately for him, that very Auths 

rity contradicts it, and ſhews him, if not an ignorant 

at leaſt a careleſs or an unfair Tranſlator. Malſingban 

Account of the Contents of the Bill, which the Con- 

mons now exhibited againſt the Clergy, is this, Thz 

< Temporalities, diſordinately waſted by Men of th 

Church, might well ſuffice to find the King with 1; 

Earls, 1500 Knights, 6200 Eſquires, and 100 Alm: 

© houſes, for the Relief of poor People, more than ther 

[ 114 ] © were then in England J. That every Earl ſhould har 

© of yearly Rent, 3000 Marks; every Knight 100 Mak 

| \ and 

* Cent- cinguant Comtes, a 3000 Mares chacun par Annee, quinzt-( 

Barons, a 100 Marcs chacun, 6200 Chevaliers, a 40 Marcs, & 100 bt 
| ſpitaux, @ 100 Marcs. Rapin, Edit. Am. Tom. III. p. 407. 

The Form of the Petition, or Remonſtrance, in Walſingban, mit 

by the Houſe of Commons to the King and Lords, runs in theſe Words, 

Excellentiſſimo Domino noflro Regi et omnibus Proceribus, in preſent! Pu. 

liamento conſftitutis, omnes Communes fideles demonſtrant bumiliter, diem 

veraciter, quod Dominus nofler Rex poteſl babere de Bonis Temporalibu:, ff 

Epiſcopos et Abbates, ac Priores, occupatis ac ſuperbe waſtatis in Rn 

quindecim Comites, mille quingentos Milites, ſex mille ducentos Ar 

geros, et centum Nenodochia Þ/ura quam ſunt, bene et fideliter ſuſtentals 

de Terris et Tenementis, nunc inutiliter et ſuperbe vaſtatis. 
The ſucceeding Account of the ſeveral Stipends, Cc. is given by cn 


older Chronicles, and is taken from an antient MS Hiſtory of theſe Tim 
under the Title of Titus Livius. 


* 
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ey Plough-Lands ; and every Alms-houſe 100 Marks; 
ah. and be overlook'd by two true Secular Prieſts to each 
Re. Houſe. And, over and above all theſe, the Kin 
cel. might put yearly, into his own Coffers, 20, ooo J. 
h Provided alſo, that every Townſhip ſhould maintain 
1508S their own Poor that could not labour; on Condition, 
500 that if any was overburdened with them, then the 
aid Townſhips to be relieved by the Alms-houſes 
ar WS 2foreſaid. And, for to bear the Charges of all theſe 
ing. Things, the Commons affirmed, in their Bill, that 
00 the Temporalities, then in the Poſſeſſion of Spiritual 
Men, amounted to 322,000 Marks, yearly Rent.“ 
= hc Commons alſo alledged, That, over and above 
me ſaid Sum of 322,000 Marks, ſeveral Houſes of 
thai Religion in England poſſeſſed as many Temporalities 


as might ſuffice to find 15,000 Prieſts ; every Prieſt to 
be allowed, for his Stipend, ſeven Marks a Year.” 

This is a genuine Account, from antient Hiſtorians, 
WS this extraordinary Attack on the Clergy in thoſe 
aps, though nothing of it is te be found on the Rolls 
Parliament; the Bill was ſaid to be brought into the 
ouſe by Sir John Oldcaſtle, Lord Cobham ; which drew 
on him the Hatred of that vaſt Body of Men, and 
erminated at laſt in his own Deſtruction. 


Tha The ſecond Petition is mentioned in the Record, 
u berein the Commons prayed, That the Statute paſſed 
h 1; gainſt the Lollards, in the ſecond Year of this Reign, 
et be repealed ; or, at leaſt, qualified with ſome 
her cltrictions. | 

hne Mr. Rapin here again makes this Reflection on theſe 
la vo Petitions; That if the Parliament which firſt 
a moved the leſſening the Clergy's Revenues was called 


the Unlearned, it may well be ſuppoſed that this met 
with no better Treatment. The Name of Lollard 
and Heretic was plentifully beſtowed; and the 
oh Clergy conſidered theſe Petitions as tending to under- 
1 mine all Religion. This was induſtriouſly inſinuated 
to the King, with all the Aggravation which Parties 
concerned are capable of diſplaying on ſuch an Occa- 
ſion. It is hard to know, ſays our Author, whether 
the King himſelf was of this Mind ; but, however, 
he openly declared, that he had the Intereſt of the 

| H 2 Church 
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King Hay IV. « Church no leſs at Heart than the Clergy themſeha 
© And, being now very eaſy from his Enemies, both 
© Home and Abroad, he had no Mind to provoke h 
< preat and dangerous a Body againſt him: For th 
C Lebe he rebuked the Commons very ſharply, af 
Both which the © ſaid, That he neither could nor would conſent to thi 
King refuſes to © Petitions, and expreſly forbad them to medale any nm 
comply with, « with the Church's Concerns. As for the Lollards, x 
- © added, that, far from permitting the Statute again 
© them to be repealed, he wiſhed it more rigorous, far th 
c utter Extirpation of Hereſy out of the Land . | 
The Commons, as is ſaid, 1 baulked again u 
their Expectations in theſe higher Matters, contents 
themſelves with petitioning that Clerks, when comid. 
ed, might be put into the King's Priſons, or thoſe «| 
the Temporal Lords; alledging, for Reaſon, that Clerk, 
by thoſe Means, 1 eſcaped the Puniſhment i 
deſerved *, This Point had been often attempted h 
the Laity againſt the rag of particularly, as high » A. 
the Reign of Ix; Henry II. when that Prince, and i 
the Peers of the Realm maintained this Point ſo flow 
ly againſt Archbiſhop Becket and Pope Alexander Il. 
ut our — — to be expoſed to the ſam 
Troubles his Predeceſſor had been, refuſed alſo u 
give his Aſſent to this Bill; and, to ſhew the Common 
how far he was from giving any Countenance to thee 
J 116 Proceedings, he ſigned a Warrant for the burning d 
one Thomas Badby, who had been before convicted d 
Hereſy d. E 
2 This King had been long ſuſpected, even before he came to the C 
to be as great a Favourer of Wickliffe's Doctrine as his Father ws 
| before him, Fabian and Holling bead both write, that, in Sir Ju 
Bagot's Examination before the Council, very ſoon after the late Rew 
lution, he declared that he heard King Richard ſay, © That he knewti 
© Duke of Hereford, if he was once King, would prove a bitter and cmd 
Enemy to the Church. Holling ſbead, p. 511. Biondi, 49. | 
The Abbot of Wefiminfter alſo, in his Speech to the Lords engagedn Wi 
the Confpiracy againſt Henry, in the firſt Year of his Reign, urged, © Thi 
© he heard him once ſay, when Duke of Lancafter, That Princes hu 
© too little, and the Religious too much; and therefore he ſuppoſed ht 
© would be no Friend to the Church, if he continued long in that Dignity. 
Grafton's Chronicle, p. 409. 
z Walfingham's Words are, Ut Clerici convicti de ceters non tradertun 
Ergaſtulis Epiſcoporum, ſed Carceribus regiis et temporalium Dom 


rum. Ps 379» L 
b The Writ to the Sheriffs of London, De Heretico comburends, iu 


burning this Thomas Badby, is in Fæd. Ang, Tom, VIII. p. 627. 
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"AS The Commons conſidered this Execution as an In- King Herry Iv. 
eu. and great Aggravation of the King's other Refuſals; 8 
Id accordingly, when Henry demanded a Power to 7,1:-4 to be 
vy every Year a certain Subſidy, which was a Tenth burnt; 
om the Clergy, and a Fifteenth from the Laity, with- 
t the Meeting of a Parliament, this Demand was 
oldly rejected. The Commons would have even refuſed 
c — for his neceſſary Occaſions, if he had not Which the Com- 
rced them to it, by prolonging the Seſſion till he got mons reſent. 
s Defire. 
The Reader will find here much more Matter re- 
Wing to the Proceedings of this Parliament, than the 
ecords have given us; it muſt therefore reſt on the 
edit of the contemporary Hiſtorians before mentioned. 
weſe it plainly appears, that Henry had as deſpotic 
inciples as his Predeceſſor, when he durſt to ſhew 
em. 
A Matter of more private Concern came alſo before 
s Parliament; which, ſince it bears Reſpect to an an- 
nt and Noble Family, which we ſhall have great Oc- 
ion to mention in the Sequel of this Work, we can- 
t omit the Account of it from the Record itſelf. . 
he Petition of Richard de Haſtings ſheweth, That 
%% de Haſtings, his Brother, who was attainted and 
Whcaded for High Treaſon, in the ſixth Year of this 
g, died without Iſſue; and prayeth to be reſtored, 
cl! to his Blood, as to all ſuch Lands as the ſaid 
had at the Time of his Death, without any fur- 
r Suit, Which Petition, by the Aſſent of the 
ole Parliament, was granted, 
Another Article worth Notice, is, That Sir Thomas 
aucer, Speaker to this Parliament, was at that Time 
We {aceman, being Chief Butler to the King, and pre- 
ed a Petition to him, this Parliament, againſt the Ci- 
ens of London, for defrauding the King in his Prizage 
Wines, by making Aliens free of their City, and 
reby exempting them from paying the advanced Du- 
pon them as they ought to do. The King anſwer- 
That he would ſend for the Mayor and Aldermen 
London, and charge * that they ſhould grant no 


3 ſuch 
He was beheaded for an Inſurreftion at York, An. 140g, with the 
tbiſhop, and Thomas Mawbray, Earl Marſhal, 
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King Henry IV. ſuch Franchize to any, but thoſe who were actually x, 8 9 


Alterations in 
the Council at 
their Requeſt. 


A Subſidy 
granted. 
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ſident and dwelling in the ſaid City. 


On the gth Day of May, and the laſt of this b 
liament, the Speaker of the Commons required the c 
tain Knowledge of the Names of thoſe Lords who v 
to be of the Privy Council; whereupon two of them wil 
changed. They then, with the Aſſent of the Biba 
and Lords, granted the King the like Subſidy as in 
9th of this Reign, with the ſame Tonnage and Pom 
age, ſo as expreſs Mention ſhould be made in the Gi 
that it was provided of their own good Wills; when 
they gave twenty thouſand Marks to the King, to «Mi 
poſe of at his Pleaſure. After which the Speaker 
commended to the King the Perſons of the Queen, ol 
Prince, the Lords Thomas, John, and Humphrey, t 
King's Sons, and prayed their Advancement; for u 
the King thanked them, and promiſed Satisfactio vi 
this Matter at a proper Opportunity . | 

Before the Meeting of this laſt Parliament King Hl 
found himſelf more at Eaſe in his Government ti 
ever he had been yet. France, which had hitherto 
a terrible Thorn in his Heel, was now itſelf ton il 
Pieces by a Civil War between the two Houſes of 
leans and Burgundy, This allo occaſioned Scotland ai 
Tales, ſince they could now receive no farther ll 
ſiſtance from France, to agree to a Truce with En 
All Zenry's inborn Enemies were almoſt totally deli 
ed; and having nothing to fear, either at home! 
abroad, he became more abſolute than ever. I 
Reader may obſerve, that, at the Head of this Sefi 
when the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons made 
uſual Proteſtation, the King took more upon him !' 
formerly, by prohibiting the Speaker from uſing & 
indecent Expreſſions ; that is, we ſuppoſe, from fan 
or doing any Thing that might give him Offence, V 
ſhall here again beg Leave to give 2 remarkable u 
graph in Rapin's Hiſtory, containing ſome Reflecu 
on the Means Henry uſed to pack this Parliament; 2 
as that Author does not quote his Authority, ve ſt; 
reſt it ſingly on his on; but it is Matter of ſome Vo 
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d Prince Th»mas, his ſecond Son, was accordingly created Dis 


Clarence, 


42 Jer that ſuch Expreſſions ſhould flow from the 
Inis Hiſtorian. 
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« Though Henry, ſays he, had cauſed Richard to be 
depoſed for uſurping an arbitrary Power contrary to 
the Laws, yet he himſelf plainly ſnewed, by certain 
Proceedings, -he would have been glad to govern with 
in abſolute Authority: This chiefly appeared in the 
Elections of Members of Parliament. By the Direc- 
tions of the Court, certain Artinces were practiſed to 
render the Freedom of Voting of no Uſe, ſince the 
Sheriffs took the Liberty to return ſuch Repreſentatives 
as had not a Majority of Votes: This is a Thing of fo 
fatal a Conſequence, that it may be affirmed, Fhe Li- 
berty of the Engliſh will no longer ſubſiſt, than whilſt 
the Privilege of freely electing their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament ſtands inviolated : If once the Sovereign 
comes to chuſe what Repreſentatives he pleaſes, the 
Bounds of the Royal Authority will be in the End fo 
enlarged, that nothing but the mere Shadow of Liberty 
will remain: Of this, we have ſeen a remarkable 


W Inſtance in the Reign of Richard II. But it may 
= farther be added, That all the Kings of England, who 
have enjoyed a more abſolute Power than the reſt, ac- 


quired it by this Way ; I mean, by procuring their 


Creatures to be elected. When a Parliament conſiſts 
of ſuch Members, it is not the King which is charged 
vich Encroachments on the People's Liberty, but it 
Ws the Nation itſelf that voluntarily runs into Slavery: 


And if, afterwards, they reſolve to throw off their 


Chains, they can only ſucceed by violent Means ; and 


this, by the way, is the Spring of moſt of our Civil 


Wars ſo often kindled in England.” 


We may venture to affirm, that no Native Hiſtorian 
duld more juſtly diſcant on the Abuſe of Engliſh Par- 
aments than this Foreigner hath here done. And we 
iſh we could ſay that this Practice hath not been uſed 


much later Reigns than what we are now upon. Vet 


e Reader may well wonder what all this long Pre- 
ble was to introduce; our Author goes on and tells 

„That the Parliament, which met in January 1422, 
conſidering the Conſequences of the King's Proceed- 
ings to over- rule Elections, believed the Redreſs of 
that Abuſe as the moſt preſſing Affair: Accordingly, 
In 
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© in the Beginning of the Seſſion, they preſented a Bill, 
£ the King, by which the Sheriffs, whd ſhould be gui 
© of making falſe Returns, were to be fined 100 
© Sterling for each Offence ®. The King would ba 
< been glad to evade this Act; but as he could not doi 
<£ without laying himſelf too open; beſides, as he intend 
* to demand a dabli „ he gave it the Royal Aﬀent, 

The only Reaſon Rapin gives for gaining this Statu 
is an ipſe dixit of his own, not one ſingle Word of if 
appearing on the Record. Nay, it is much more pr. 
bable that the King and his Parliament agreed very we! 
this Seffion ; ſince, in the Grant of the Subſidy, the 
made him a ſingular, and very unuſual, Preſent iſ 
20,000 Marks to be at his own Diſpoſal. | 

Another Parliament was afſembled at He/#min/r, 
by Writ, the 2d of Nevember, in the 13th and laſt Yeu 
of this King's Reign : At which Time, the Common: 
being called over, as uſual, Sir Thomas Beaufort, anothe 
Half-Brother of the King's, then Chancellor, by vinu 
of Letters Patent there read and enrolled, began, pr- 
rogued, and continued the ſaid Parliament for two Dan 
longer. | 


At which Time the ſaid Chancellor, by the King! 
Command, in his Preſence, and in the Preſence of 1l 
the Lords and Commons, declared, That this Parl. 
© ment was called for three Cauſes : For the good Gt 
< vernment of the Realm, due Execution of the Law, 
© and the Defence of the Kingdom, with the ſafe Keep 
© ing of the Seas.“ From theſe he argued, © That t 
the good Governance of the Realm belonged faithful 
© Council, without Flattery ; and due Obedience, wich- 
out Grudging. To the due Execution of the Laws di 
< appertain ſincere keeping of the ſame, and ſpeedy Re 
© dreſs for Fear of Abuſe. To the Defence of the Realn 
© there needed their hearty willing Relief to the King i 
© his Diſtreſs, with diſcreet and ſpeedy Proviſion ; „ 
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© This is an Emendation of the Statute of 7 Henry IV. For the lan 
Regulation of Election for Knights of the Shire. Hereby riot only tl! 
Sheriffs were to forieit 100 /. for every ſuch Offence, but the Knights h 
Shires, ſo returned, were alſo to loſe their accuſtomed Wages, See befor 
p- 82 and 105, 106. | | 

f Sir William Dugdale places this Parliament in the 12th Year, #" 
ſays, there were no Summons in the 14th ; but the Records and the Sti er. 
at large make it the 13th and laſt Year of this Ring, 
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« all which Cauſes they were then aſſembled.” He add- King Henry Iv. 
ed, That it was the King's Pleaſure the Church, with 
« all Corporations and Perſons, ſhould enjoy their wont- 
« ed Liberties; and, for expediting theſe Matters, he 
s deſired the Commons to chuſe a — and preſent 
him the next Day. 

Accordingly the Commons preſented Sir Thomas 
Chaucer, once more, as their Speaker; whoſe Excuſe not [ 120 
being allowed, he prayed that he might ſpeak under the Sir Tous 
uſual Proteſtation. It was rome that he might ſpeak C*4vern a 


vel as others before had done, but not otherwiſe ; and that — 
her WR the King would have no Novelties introduced, and would 
CIS enjoy bis Prerogative*. Upon this, the Speaker deſired 
2 Reſpite for three Days, to give his Anſwer in Wri- 
Fr ting; which was, That he defired no other Proteſta- 
ea « tion than what other Speakers had made; and that, 
on if he ſhould ſpeak any Thing to the King's Diſplea- 
her RS © ſure, it might be imputed to his own Ignorance only, 
iu: WS © and not to the Body of the Commons; which the 
King granted. 
Jan Then the Commons, by Aſſent of the Biſhops and 


Lords, granted to the King the ſame Subſidy, as to 
Leather, Wooll, &c. with Tonnage and Poundage, as 
in the two laſt Parliaments; but no Fenths or Fifteenths 
at this Time. However, they made that Matter up by 
a new and an unuſal Grant, That every Perſon, Man or 
Woman, poſſeſſed of Twenty Pounds by the Year, . 
above all Charges, ſhall pay Six Shillings and Eight- 
pence, except Lands purchaſed in Mortmain, before 
u the 20th of Edward I. and Lands purchaſed in Frank A Subſidy with 
l Almoigne, ſince the ſaid 20th Year. This is the firſt *®* Land-Tax. 
rich- Tax upon Land that we have yet met with; but it was 
did given with this Proviſo, That no Knights of Shires, 
Re- Citizens, of Burgeſſes of this preſent 2 ſhould 
calm de either Collectors, Aſſeſſors, Controllers, or Commiſ- 
ng n fioners, to collect, receive, or raiſe the ſaid Tax; and that 
; for it ſhould not be made a Precedent in Time to come. 
. On the laſt Day of November, the Speaker, in the 
Name of the Commons, prayed the King to give 
Thanks to the Prince, and others appointed to be of 
the King's Council, in the laſt Parliament, for well 
n employ- 
® Gar il ne verroit aucunement awcir nulle Manere de Novellerie en ceſi 
preſent Parlement, Se, Record, 
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employing the Treaſure then granted; which hy 


Majeſty did accordingly. 


It was enacted, © That the Mint-Maſter within the 
© Tower of London, and other Minters within the 
; wings Grant, may coin, of every Pound of Gold c 


© the Tower-Weight, Fifty Nobles ; and of the ſame 
Weight of Silver, Thirty Shillings Sterling, during 


© two Years; provided that the ſaid Gold and Silv; 


© be of as good Allay as the old Coin was ©. 
About this Time the current Coin of the Nation wy 


much debaſed by Foreign Money being added to it; 
' whereupon a Law was made, this Parliamenc, for pro- 
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hibiting a certain bad Coin, called Galley- Half- Pena, 
to paſs current, as alſo all Foreign Money, as well « 
Scotland as other Nations. An Hiſtorian writes, That 
though the King had no Tax granted this Parliament, 
(we ſuppoſe he means no Tenths nor Fifteenths) yet he 
ſo. well managed the Buſineſs of the Coinage, that he 
raiſed as good a Fund by it; for, partly by ſeizing 
the forfeited Money, and partly by coining ney 
Nobles, which he made a Groat lighter than the old, 
he much enriched his own 'T reaſury *, 

A Church Affair of ſome Conſequence came all 
before this Parliament; Thomas, Archbiſhop of Car- 
terbury, by a long Inſtrument in Latin, ſhewed, That, 
in the Time of Richard II. the Univerſity of Oxford 
had purchaſed a Bull to be clearly exempt from the 
Viſitation of the ſaid Archbiſhop, to the End that they 
might better ſupport Heretics and Lollards; and that 
the ſaid King Richard took Order that they ſhould 
{till be ſubject to the ſaid Archbiſhop's Viſitation, not- 
withſtanding the ſaid Bull : Yet, he added, that, in this 
King's Time, he had been diſturbed in his Viſitation 
aforeſaid by Richard Courtney, the Chancellor, Ben- 
net Brett and John Birch, the Proctors of the ſaid 
Univerſity; and that, by their Submiſſion to the 
King's Order, it was by him, in Chancery, decreed, 
That the whole Univerſity aforeſaid, and all Orders, 
Perſons, and Faculties in the ſame, ſhould be fully ſub- 
ject to the Viſitation of the ſaid Archbiſhop and his Suc- 
ceſſors, and to his and their Officers. And that 28 
often as the ſaid Archbiſhop, or his Succeſſors, or his 
ol 


e Statutes at large, An. 13 Henry IV. Cap. vi. Rot. Parl. 
f Daniel in Kennet, p. 301. 
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or their Officers, ſhould be interrupted by the ſaid King Henry IV. 

Chancellor, their Liberties ſhould be ſeized into the 

King's Hands, untill the ſaid Archbiſhop was reſtored 

to his Right. And, further, for every Time of ſuch The — 

Interruption, the ſaid Chancellor, or other Officer of — 

the Univerſity, ſhould be bound to pay to the King the Univerſity of 

One thouſand Pounds, Oxford, confirm- 
All theſe Articles and Orders, at the Requeſt of the — 

ſaid Archbiſhop, were confirmed by the whole Aſſent the Pope's Bull 

of Parliament. On all which Mr. Prynne makes this of Exemption, 

Remark, © That hence it moſt manifeſtly appears, that, 

even in thoſe Days, the Prerogatives of our Princes 

« were nothing ſubject to the Pope's Supremacy ; for, [ 122 ] 

© otherwiſe, this Archbiſhop, the Pope's adopted and 

Foſter- Son, would not have ſo ſlighted the Pope's Bulls, 


6 which he plainly took for mere Bells and Baubles s. 


On the 20th of December, which was the laſt Day 
of this Parliament, the Lords and Commons, by their 
joint Petition, ſeemed to lament, that a Report was 
ſpread, that the King was offended with ſome, in both 
Houſes, for Matters done in the laſt Parliament ; and 
they deſired that the King would embrace and eſteem 
them as his loyal Subjects ; which Requeſt he, out of 
meer Grace, granted. Then the Speaker again re- 
commended to the King the Perſons of the Queen, the 
Prince, and the reſt of the King's Sons, praying the 
Advancement of their Eſtates ; for which his Majeſty 
returned them his hearty Thanks. And, after the 
more private Petitions of the Commons were anſwered, 
the Chancellor, by the King's Command, gave Thanks 
to the Three Eſtates of the Realm, and diſſolved this 
Parliament *. : 
But we muſt not omit to mention that a Statute was 4g 5 ung 
pafled in this Parliament againſt Riots and other public Riots. 


Aſſem- 
8 Prynne's Abridgement, p. 480. 

L Sir John Thompſon, afterwards Earl of Haverſbam, hath obſerved, in 
his Pretace to the Memoirs of the Earl of Angleſea, That, from the 
hrit of Edtuurd III. 1327, to the 14th of Henry IV. that is, in the Space 
ot 85 Years, there are extant 72 original Writs for the Suramons of Par- 
liaments; fo that, allowing 40 Days from the Teits of the Writs to the 
Returns, and but one Month for the Sitting of Parliaments, there will not 
be a Year's Interval between the Diſſolution of one Parliament and the 
Summoning of another.” And there are two Laws now in Force for the 
ns et the King in Parliament, viz. the 4th and 36th of 
ward IIA. 
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King Hen IV. Aſſemblies; whereby it was enacted, That all Tuſticey ; 
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The Death of 


of Peace ſhould have a very ſtrit Eye upon the 
«© Subject, to prevent all riotous Meetings, and Sheriff 
© to be as watchful to ſuppreſs them ; which, if they 
© negleted, they ſhould each of them forfeit 100] 
© for every ſuch Offence *,” By which, adds the Hi. 
ſtorian before quoted, it ſeems that King Richard. 
Ghoſt haunted this King to his dying Day ; that the 
People were never thoroughly ſatisfied, but diſturbed 
his Peace, on every Occaſion, by Riots and Tumults +, 
However we find, in the Public Acts, a general Pardon, 
or Act of Grace, not mentioned in the Records, which 
muſt have paſſed in this Seſſion of Parliament, though 
it is dated December 22, or two Days after the Diſſolu- 
tion of it. The King's Writ, or Proclamation of the 
Act, was ſent to all the Sheriffs in England; and there 
are but two Exceptions, viz. Owen Glendour and Thi 
mas de Trumpyngton, with their Adherents, included. 
This ſeems to be a very ſeaſonable Act of Grace, both 
for the King and his Subjects; ſince, as he ſhewed 
Mercy to them, he had the better Title to expect it 
himſelf from the King of Kings, before whom he wa 
ſhortly to appear ; for, very ſoon after, Henry was 
ſeized with a Diſtemper, which, in three Months Time, 
brought him to his End; dying March the 20th, 144, 


in the 46th Year of his. Age, and the 14th of his Reign®, 


An Abſtract from the Speech that Shateſpear makes 
this King Henry give to his Son the Prince of Wales, on 
his Death-Bed, by way of Advice to him, may not 
improperly conclude this Reign. 


RING. me hither, Harry, fit thou on my Bed, 
And hear, I think, the very lateſt Counſel 
That ever { ſhall breathe. Heav'n knows, my Son, 
By what Bye- Paths and indirect crook'd Mays 
I mii 

i Statutes at large, Anno 13 Henry IV, cap. vii. | 

x Daniel in Kennet, p. 301. 

1 Fæd Ang. Tom. VIII. p. 717. 

m Moſt of our old Chronicles will have it, that Henry died before the 
laſt Parliament was diſſolved. But few of them agree in the Diſtemper 
that cauſed it; ſome ſay, that he died of an Apoplexy, and Polydore Ver- 
gil will have it, that it was an incurable Diſeaſe, inflited for his Uſurpa- 
tion, and ſays, Subito Morbo tentatus, nullg Medici na ſublevari etui. 
Lib. XXI. p. 438. ä 
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1 met this Crown ; and I myſelf know well King Henry IV. 


How troubleſome it ſat upon my Head. 

— _ It ſeemed in me 

But as an Honour ſnatched with boiſProus Hand, 

And I had many living to upbraid | 

My Gain of it by their Aſſiſtance ; 

Which daily grew to Quarrel and to Bloodſbed.— 

— — Therefore, my Harry, 

Be it thy Courſe to buſy giddy Minds | 

With Foreign Quarrels; that Action, hence, 
born ut, 

May waſte the Memory of former Days. 

More would I ſay, but my Lungs are waſted ſo, 

That Strength of Speech is utterly deny d me. 

How I came by the Crown, O God, forgive / 

And grant it may with T hee in true Peace live. 


TAXES in the Reiyn of King HENRY IV. 


N his firſt Year there was granted to him 50 5. on 
every Sack of Wooll from Denizens; and Three 


, Pounds from Aliens for three Years: Alſo a Tenth and 
a Fifteenth, 


In his ſecond Year, a Subſidy was granted of one 
enth, and one Fifteenth ; Two Shillings on every 
on of Wine, and Eight-Pence in the Pound on Mer- 


; handize, 


In his fourth Year there was granted to the King, 


| he uſual Subſidy on Woolls, Wooll-Fells, and Skins, for 
bree Years ; alſo Three —_— on every Ton of 
Wine, and Twelve-pence in the 


ound on Merchan- 
lize, beſides a Tenth and a Fifteenth. 

In his fifth Year there was a Tax of Twenty Shil- 
ings on every Knight's Fee, and Twenty-Pence of 
very one that had T'wenty Pounds Lands a Year, and 
Une Shilling in the Pound for Money or Goods, and 
0 upwards according to that Rate : But the Record of 


Wis Subſidy was burnt by Order of the Parliament that 


granted it.“ 

In his fixth Year he had two Tenths and two Fif- 
eenths, alſo the Subſidy on Woolls, Wooll-Fells, and 
dkins; that is, of every Denizen, foreach Sack of Wooll, 
31. 4d. for every 240 Wooll-Fells, the like __ 

an 
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King Henry IV, and for every Laſt of Skins, Five Pounds: Of Aliens, 
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10 5. more; to ſubſiſt for two Years : Three Shillinss 
on every Ton of Wine, imported or exported, and 
Twelve-Pence in the Pound on Merchandize. 

In his ſeventh Year there was granted a Subſidy of 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth, beſides the uſual Grant 
upon Woolls, &c. 

In his ninth Year, he had one entire Fifteenth and 
Tenth, and one half Fifteenth and Tenth ; with the ſame 
Subſidy as in the laſt Parliament, for two Years. 

In his eleventh Year the ſame Tax was granted; 
And, | 

In his thirteenth Year, it was again repeated, with 
the Addition of 6 5. 8 d. upon every Owner of Land; 
of 20 l. a Year, clear Eſtate. 

Towards forming ſome Notion of the Value of theſe 
Taxes, take the following Account of 


The Price of PROv1SIONs in this Reign. 


In 1401, Wheat very dear, at 165. the Quarter“. 

In 1407, a Cow was ſold for 7 s. and her Calf for 
1 5. 8 d. Five Buſhels and a Halt of Salt for 35. 44, 
Two Buſhels of Wheat for 10 d. A Threſher for a 
Day's Labour 2 4. An Ox ſold for 13s. 4d. A nem 
Plough 10 4d. For eleven Buſhels of ſowing Wheat 
55. 105d, For eighteen Buſhels of ſowing Oats 45. 
64, For a Dung-Cart and all Materials 1 s. 24. 
For a Pair of Cart-Wheels 3s. 2 4. 


n Fabian's Chronicle. 


© Kennet's Parochial Antiquities, Fleetwwood"s Chronicon Pretigſum. 


HENRT 


RI 


FENGLAND. 


Wildneſſes and light Behaviour to the Minority of this 
Prince, very unbecoming his high Birth and Station. 
But the Reader may obſerve, in the Courſe of theſe 
Inquiries, throughout his Father's Reign, that ſeveral 
high Compliments were made this Prince of Wales, on 
his Valour and Prudence, by Parliament ; very incon- 
ſtent with ſuch a Character . We are told by a con- 
temporary Hiſtorian, and an antient Manuſcript Chro- 
nicle of this King's Life, that the late King, his Father, 
had ſummoned a Parliament to meet at Veſiminſter, 
on the 24th of March this Year, which was four Days 
after he died 2. That, being met accordingly, they 
gave an extraordinary Teſtimony of their entire Confi- 
dence in the new King, by an Addreſs to him from 
both Houſes, wherein they offered to ſwear Allegiance 
to him before he was crowned, or had taken the cuſto- 
mary Oath to govern according to the Laws. The 
King gave them Thanks for their good AﬀeCtions to 
him, and exhorted them to employ all their Power for 
the Good of the Nation, in their ſeveral Places and 
Stations. He told them, That he began his Reign 
* by pardoning all that had offended him; and, with a 
* ſincere Deſign for his People's Happineſs, ſaid, That 


I27 


727 NR the Fifth began his Reign March 20, King Henry V. 
Anno 1413, the Day of his Father's Death, and 

was proclaimed on the next, with the uſual Ceremonies. 
Our older Chronicles, and their Copiers, impute ſeveral 
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His Speech to 
the Parliament 
on his Acceſſion 


che would be crowned on no other Condition, than to the Crown, 


*to make uſe of all his Authority to promote it: And 
* prayed to God that, if he foreſaw he was like to 
prove any other than a juſt and good King, he would 
' pleaſe to take him immediately out of the World, ra- 
ther than ſeat him on the Throne, to be a public Ca- 
 lamity to his People.” 

The generous Offer made by both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment to this King, at his Acceſſion, and ſuch as, an old 
Hiſtorian * ſays, was never made before to any Eng- 


lifh 

P See before, p. 108, and 112, 1 13. 
1 Titus Livius, a MS wrote under that Name, of this King's Reign 
and dedicated to his Son and Succeſtor. Nicbalſon's Hiſt. Library, p. Sz. 
Walſingham writes that this Parliament met on the Day after Candle- 


nas-Day, but that the King aid not live to ſee the End of it, dying on 
March 20, as aſoreſaid, p- 382. 


J. Siotre's Chron, p. 343. 
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King Henry V. liſb Prince, is another convincing Teſtimony of thi 
reat Confidence they placed in his Adminiſtration any 
— And his ſubſequent Conduct evidently ſnewel 
that they were not miſtaken in him. But, Whatever 
our old Chronicles fay of the calling this Parliament, 
we meet with no Authority for it on Record. Ther 
is an inconſiſtent Account, in the Abridgement, of a Par. 
liament called at Leiceſter, January 29, the firſt of thi 
King, and prorogued to the ſame Place the laſt Day d 
5 following; but the Dates of the Writs do by no 
eans agree with the Date of the laſt King's Death, 
This Matter, however, is ſet right by another Inſpet. 
tor of Records *, who has given us the Form of a Writ 
directed to Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury, dated 
March 22, for calling of a Parliament. The Reaſon 
given in the ſaid Writ of Summons were theſe, + That 
the King, by the Advice of his Council, had deter. 
© mined-to hold a Parliament three Weeks after Fele 
© next following, in order to conſult and treat with the 
© Biſhops and other Prelates, the Lords and Common, 
© concerning the State and Safety of the Nation. The 
* Archbiſhop was therefore commanded, as he had ay 
© Regard to the King's Honour, or the Safety and De- 
< fence of the Kingdom, to be preſent at the Seſſions 
© and to give Notice, to the Prior and Chapter of the 
© Church of Canterbury, to the Archdeacons and all the 
© Clergy of that Dioceſe, that the Prior and Archdeacons 
c ſhould come in their own Perſons to Parliament, and 
© that the Chapter ſhould ſend thither one fit Proctor, 
< and the Clergy two, diſtinctly appointed, with Poet 
© to conſent to what ſhould de enacted by the Ge- 
© neral Council of the Nation.“ The like Writ: 
were directed to other Biſhops, Abbots, and Priors, u 
William Gaſcoign, Lord Chief Juſtice ; to Edward « 
Courteney, Earl of Devonſhire, and others of the Nobility 


„ .S of nl fly 


8 | 
* 1. On the appointed Day, being May 15, that Yea! 


1413. the Parliament met at Veſiminſter; when the King 


uin ger, fitting on his Throne, and the other Eſtates of the 
2 tb : ; Realm 


This Reader will find in the Account we give of the next Parliamenh 
that the Members of the Houſe of Commons petitioned the King tha 
Coſts might be allowed them for attending this Parliament, An !! 
Henry IV. though no Buſineſs was done at it, 

t Dugdale's Summons to Parliament, p. 388. 
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Realm attending, the Biſhop of Mincheſter, the King's King Henry V. 


Uncle, and Lord-Chancellor, made a Speech to them, 
wherein he firſt declared, That this Parliament was 
called in order that the Church, with all-Corporations 
and Perſons, ſhould enjoy their accuſtomed Liberties, 
«and alſo for a general Conſultation.” 

The Latin Sentence he choſe for his Theme was, 
Ante omne Actum Conſilium ftabilere ; he told them, 
That the King deſired to conſult with them on ſeveral 
Accounts, for the competent Support of his Royal 
Dignity; the due Execution of good Laws and Ga- 
«© vernment of the Nation; the encouraging his Allies, 
and ſubduing his Enemies: And, that they might 
© more effectually go about theſe weighty Matters, he 
© urged the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, and pre- 


« ſent him the next Day to the King.“ Then the Re- WIr IIau 
ceivers and Triers of Petitions were appointed, and, the STovz rox, 


Day after, the Commons preſented William Stourton, 
Eſq; who was allowed. 


May 22. The Commons came before the King and 
Lords, when their Speaker declared to his Majeſty, That, 
in the Time of his Father, many fair Promiſes were 
made for the Obſervation of the Laws, but nothing done 
in them; whereupon he prayed the King to provide for 
the due Execution of them ; and particularly men- 
tioned a late Riot againſt the Abbot of Cirenceſter, which 
he deſired might be puniſhed. The Speaker was com- 
manded to exhibit the ſame in Writing, that the King 
might the better conſider of it. 


May 25. John Dorewood, Eſq; and others of the 
Commons, delivered to his Majeſty a Scheme, for pro- 
viding for the Defence of Ireland, the Marches of Wales 
and of Scotland, of Calais, the Duchy of Guienne, for 
lafe guarding the Seas, for furniſhing out a Fleet, and 
lor raiſing ſufficient Forces ta repel any Invaſion. 


On the 3d of Fune the Commons again attended the But falling fick, 


King in the Houſe of Lords, and their Speaker being 
rendered, by Sickneſs, unable toſerve, they preſented the 


And whereas Annuities were to be paid to ſeveral 
Perſons by Letters Patent, it was enacted, * That the 
Vor. II. I © King, 


Joun Dore-. 
woon, Eſq; is 


ſaid John Derewood, who had the King's Approbation. Place. 
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King Hewy V. © King, for the Support of his Charges, ſhould yearly 
| | © receive 10,0004. and the Remainder ſhould be pai 
© according to the Rate.“ And whereas Henry IV. had, 
by his laſt Will, given all his Goods and Chattels t 
diſcharge his Debts, and for the Payment of- certain 
Legacies, and had made Henry Archbiſhop of Yo, 
Thomas Biſhop of Darham, Fohn Pelham, Robert I. 
terton, and Jobn Laventhorp, Executors, and had ap. 
pointed the King and Archbiſhop to be Overſeers of thi 
his Teſtament ; but the Goods falling ſhort, the Arch. 
biſhop of Canterbury, as Ordinary, ought: to have the 
Adminiſtration of the ſaid Goods and Chattels: There 
fore, that they might not be ſet to common Sale, th; 
his 1 2 King took Polleſion of them, and granted the Sum of 
Debts, 25,000 Marks, the Value of theſe Goods, to be paid 
out of the Wardrobe in three Years to the Executon, 
and diſcharg'd them of all Executions by the ſame Wil, 
which ſhould be over and above the laſt mentionel 
Sum. The Commons petitioned the King, © That the 
< Statute made in the 5th Year of Henry IV. for the 
Regulation of Aliens, * be obſerved:? Which the 
King granted, ſaving his Prerogative. The Common, 
with the Aﬀent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted 9 
the King the like Subſidy on Staple-W ares, with Ton- 
A Subfidy grant- nage and Poundage for four Years, as they had given 
edfor our Years, tg his Father in the 13th Year of his Reign. After 
which ſtands a general Pardon for all Offences what: 
ſoever, committed inſt the Crown in his Father: 
Time, without-any Exceptions. 
In the 25th Year of Edward III. an Act had been 
made for maintaining the Right of the Engliſb Kings to 
confer Eccleſiaſtical Preferments and Benefices : It wa 
reinforced and confirmed afterwards by two others, one 
Act againſt pro- Made in the 13th of Richard II. the other, to the ſam: 
viſors from Reme Effect, in the 2d of Henry IV. forbidding all Perſons to 
reinforced, accept any vacant Biſhoprics, or other Church Benifice, 
from the Popes of Rome," or any other than the King 
under Penalty of Baniſhment, and Forfeiture of Lands 
and Goods to the Crown. And now, by this Parla- 
ment, in the firſt Year of Henry V. it was enacted, 
[ 130 ] © That all theſe Statutes made againſt Proviſors from 
© Rome ſhould be ſtrictly obſerved.” 


The 
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The Houſe of Commons preſented a large Complaint King Hewy v. 


of the many Oppreſſions with which the Ordinaries 
agarieved the People in the proving of Wills, and the 
ike ; and of the Abuſes they committed by puniſhing 
ornication and Adultery with Pecuniary Pennance ; 
nd petitioned the King, that theſe Grievances might 
be redreſſed: Whoſe Anſwer was, That he would 
give Orders to the Biſhops to rectify them, and if th 
neglected it, he would do it himſelf,” They lkewile 
xtitioned, that Wages might be allowed to the Knights 
and Burgeſſes ſummoned to Parliament in the 14th — 
of Henry IV. though nothing was done in that Seſſion. 
he King replied, That if, upon View of the Records, 
any the like Precedents could be found, Allowance 
of their Fees ſhould be made.“ They alſo petitioned, 
hat the Grounds ſet out by the Perambulations of 
dward III. might be intirely disforeſted ; to which the 
King anſwered, * That ſuch as. had juſt Complaints 
againſt the Charters of the Foreſt ſhould be heard.” 
and when the Commons farther aſked of the King a 
Declaration for ſurcharging of Sheriffs, and petitioned 
hat they might be allowed upon their Oaths in the Ex- 
hequer, he promiſed, * That, upon the Sheriffs coming 
before the Council and the Barons of the Exchequer, 
they ſhould find Remedy.“ To another Petition, de- 
ring that no Barge, Ship, Boat, or other Veſſel going 
dn any River, be taken for a Deodand, if a Perſon, 
xccidentally falling out of it, be drowned, the King re- 
lied, That he would take Advice about it.” The 
ike Anſwer he returned to a Petition offered in Favour 
pf Merchants, that they might freely bring into. the Na- 
jon their Goods of Arras, and all other Merchandize 
put that of the Staple ; and, paying their due Cuſtoms, 
might ſell the ſame as they pleaſed to all Men, the 
ma Merchants excepted. ' 

As the Commons thus made their Petitions to the 
Ning, either for the redrefling of Grievances, or for the 
Eſtabliſament of ſuch Orders as they apprehended might 
promote the Public Good; ſo likewiſe many Laws 

ere enacted to render the Nation rich, flouriſhing, and 
proſperous, It was enacted, ©* That all Aliens ſhould 

depart the Kingdom, and that all ſuch Merchants 
Aliens as remained ſhould live in Engliſb Families, on 
2 Pain 
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Petitions of thg 
Commons, 
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King Henry V. © Pain of Impriſonment at the King's Will; alſo thy 


Several Acts 

paſſed for the 
public Benefit 
of the Nation, 
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whether he, or any other, had received any Thing fu 


© no Under- Sheriff, Sheriff's Clerk, Receiver, or Bailif 
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© all the Livings of Priors Aliens (beſides ſome whig 
© they excepted) ſhould be ſeized for the King's Uſe 
By another Act it was ordained, * That every Juror i 
all Inquiſitions ſhould be queſtioned upon his Oat, 


© his Uſe, as to the Proceſs of the Buſineſs, and thy 
upon Conviction by his Oath he ſhould be tried 
An Act was made about the Election of Perſons 5 
ſerve in Parliament; by which it was appointed, © Tha 
© none ſhould be choſen Knights of the Shire, wh; 
« were not reſident in the County on the Day when the 
* Writ of Summons was dated; nor any be choſa 
© Burgefles, but ſuch as were Citizens or Townſn, 
and Freemen, dwelling in the Cities and Town 
© where they were elected. Another Act paſſed to in. 
force the obſerving of ſome former Statutes about the 
removing or ſtraiting Wears, Mills, Stanks, Stales, ant 
Kydels, which were a Nuſance to the Rivers. Au. 
ther againſt the Forgers of falſe Deeds, ordaining 
© That the aggrieved Party ſhould have his Suit, nt 
© recover Damages, and that the Perſon convicted ſhoulf 
make Fine and Ranſom at the King's Pleaſure.” 5 
another, Proviſion was made againſt the Abuſes th 
aroſe from the Continuance of the Officers of Sherifh, 
ſuch as Under- Sheriffs, Clerks, Receivers, and Bailißß, 
in their Places, from Year to Year, or from their in- 
terchangeable Removal out of one Office into another: 
It was enacted therefore, That thoſe who ſhould be 
< Bailiffs. or Sheriffs for one Year, ſhould bear no ud 
© Office for three Years following, excepting Bailiffs u 
© Sherifts which are inherite in their Office; and thut 


© ſhould be Attorney in any of the King's Courts during 
© their being in any ſuch Office.” By another Act 
© was ordained, * That, in every original Writ of Ae. 
© tions Perſonal, Appeals and 14 Additions 
8 old be made of the Eſtate or Degree, or Myſten 
of the Perſons, and of the Counties and Towns when 
© they dwelt.” And whereas the Friends and Kindre 
of thoſe Rebels that were ſlain in the late Commotion 
in Wales, in the former Reign, endeavoured to revenge 


their Blood by Quarrels and Inſults on the King's = 
| u 
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e Subjects, by Indictments or Impeachments, or King Henry v. 
ic hreatnings of Vengeance, it was therefore ordained 
fe by another Statute, © That no ſuch Quarrel, Action, 
ru or Demand be made, on Penalty of paying to the in- 


a0 jured Perſon treble Damages, and of two Vears Im- 
1 priſonment after the Conviction.” There were Com- 
te laints alſo of Neglect in executing the Law made in 
el be 13th Year of Richard II. forbidding any Alien 
* renchman to have or enjoy any Benefice within this 
1 


ation, and requiring their Departure out of the Na- 
Wl 2 by a certain Time limited: And that when any 
the BG: nefices became vacant by the Departure or Death of 


obe Priors Aliens, or others, Engliſhmen ſhould be put 


net, n. The Commons repreſented © That, contrary to this 
"my Act, Alien Frenchmen did purchaſe the King's Letters 
1. patent tos be Denizens, that they might enjoy the 
Benefices, which they did accordingly poſleſs, to the 

reat Damage of the Kingdom, by carrying away its 
u. Freaſure, and betraying the King's Counfels to his 
Enemies.” The King, conſidering theſe Miſchiefs, 


an paſſed an Act to enjoin the ſtrict Obſervance and Exe- 
oul non of the former; alſo for co the Nation of 
bſ heſe Priors Aliens, thoſe that were Conventual, apd 


hoſe who had Inſtitution and Induction, only excepted, 
dn Condition that they be Catholic, and find Surety nat 
o diſcloſe the Counſels and Secrets of the Realm. 
reat Diſturbances were produced by the coming over 
nto England of conſiderable Numbers of Iri/hmen, and 
egging Prieſts, who were called Chamber- Deacons ; 
herefore, for the Eſtabliſhment of the Quiet here, 
nd to re- people that forſaken Kingdom, it was ordered 
dy Parliament, * That they ſhould depart before the 
iſt of November, on Forfeiture of their Goods, and 
impriſonment at the King's Pleaſure, There was 
mother Complaint exhibited, That whereas all the 


bo. Revenues, Profits, Fiſhing, Cuſtoms of the Tawn and 
rw Marches of Calais had been appointed by Edward III. 
ten and Richard 1I, to be levied by the Treaſurer of Ca- 


lais, to ſatisfy the Charges neceſſary for its Defence, 
theſe Revenues had been diverted from their intended 
Uſe in the former Reign, and beſtowed by Letters 
Patent on ſeveral Captains, and other Perſons.“ An 
det was paſſed to revoke all theſe Patents and Grants, 


1 
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King Hany v. and to appropriate the Revenues and Profits of thy 
2 Town to their firſt Purpoſe. 
' Whilſt the Parliament fat at Veſiminſter, the Con. 
vocation of the Clergy, according to the uſual Cuſton 
of thoſe Times, was aſſembled at St. Paul's, and wer: 
much more active in their Proceedings than the other, 
The dir T Homas Arundel, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, being ſen. 
wp he to able how zealous the King was for the Church, though 
proſecute Sir this the fitteſt Opportunity to root out thoſe Heretic 
Tes Oldcafile 32 Doctrines, which had long been a grievous Thorn i 
Tal of the the Sides of the Clergy. He hoped that the King, 
| Youth and natural Courage, concurring with his religion 
Inclination, would more earneſtly engage him in a Work, 
by which he might merit, at once, both the Favour d 
od and of his People. By the Help of twelve Inqui 
ſitors, which the Prelate had ſent out the Year befor, 
he had collected a large Bundle of Accuſations, which 
were afterwards digeſted into no leſs than 246 Article, 
againſt the Principles and Doctrines of the Lollards. Ui 
- the canvaſſing of theſe, in Convocation, it was at lengt 
decreed, © That it would be impoſſible to extirpate the 
Doctrines of Wickliffe, unlefs certain Great Men, who 
were the profeſſed Abettors and Maintainers of then, 
© were taken off: That Sir John Oldcaftle, Lord C. 
© ham, being the Chief of them, ſhould be firſt deal 
<* withall ; and that, without Delay, a Proceſs ſhould be 
© iflued out againſt him, as a moft notorious Heretic“ 
And, becauſe the- faid Lord was in great Favour wit 
the King, for his Conduct and Valour, it was thought 
[ 134 ] adviſeable to acquaint his Majeſty with their Deſign, 
| and the juſt Occaſion of them; that, having obtained 
his Leave, their Proceedings might be more ſucceſsful 
and give leſs Offence *. 
heſe Things being ſettled in Convocation, an Ac- 
cident happened which gave the Clergy a much greate! 
Handle to work the Downfal of theſe new Reformer; 
who, being openly abetted by ſome, but ſecretly by 
many more Great-Men, who wanted to be ſharing the 
Revenues of the Church amongſt them, were oy 
| exceed- 
4 This Sir Jobs Cobbam had been principally concerned in bringing in 
Bill in the laſt Reign for reducing the exorbitant Revenues of the Cle). 


The worſt Kind of Hereſy he could be guilty of. 4 
b Val ſingbam, p. 383. Daniel in Kennet, p. 309. See allo Fuller 


Church Hiftory, and Collier's Ecclefiaftical Higery, p. 633, & ſupra. 
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exceeding dangerous to the Clergy: And, in the very King Henry v. 


fr Year of this King, an Inſurrection of theſe Refor- 
mers began in and about London, headed by Sir John 
Olicaſtle and others, which might have proved of ill 
Conſequence, had not the King himſelf, by his Vigi- 
lance and Conduct, ſuppreſſed it. This unadviſed Step 
of the Lollards gave the young Monarch a warm Reſent- 
ment againſt them, and made him judge that their 
Principles were equally deſtructive to Church and State; 
as has been found, by woful Experience, in ſome of 
their Followers of a much later Reign. h 


A Parliament was called to meet at Leiceſter on the 
zoth of April, 1414. There is no Account of the Pro- 
ceedings of this Parliament to be met with on the Rolls; 
the Abridgement of them gives us the Summons to one, 
dated at Weftmin/ter the firſt Day of December, to meet 
at Leiceſter on the 29th Day of Fanuary following, and 
from thence prorogued to meet at the ſanſe Place the laſt 
Day of April, which muſt be in the ſecond Year of this 
King, We preſume the Roll of this Parliament is loſt; 
and therefore what we have to ſay of it is taken from 
the Statute-Books and our older Hiſtorians. The firſt 
AR that we find to be done at it, was a very ſevere Sta- 
tute made againſt the Followers of Yickliffe's Doctrine, 


Anno Regni 2, 


1414. 
At Leicefler, 


1 - 


whereby it was enacted ©, That whoever read the A moſt ſevere 
Scriptures in Engliſh, which was then called Wickliffe's — againſt 
Learning, ſhould forfeit Land, Cattle, Goods, and 


Life, and be condemned as Heretics to God, Enemies 
* to the Crown, and Traitors to the Kingdom; that 
they ſhould not have the Benefit of any Sanctuary, tho' 
this was 2 Privilege then granted to the moſt notorious 
Malefactors; and that if they continued obſtinate, or 
* relapſed after Pardon, they ſhould firſt be hanged for 
© Treaſon againſt the King, and then burnt for Hereſy 
* againſt God.“ The Clergy having obtained this Act, 
it was ſoon put in Execution; many were taken, and 
ſuffered Death upon it, and others fled in great Num- 
bers into Germany, Bohemia, France, Spain, Portugal, 
and into the Mountains of Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. 

Several Acts of public Benefit were likewiſe paſſed in 
this Seſſion, viz, An Act to remedy the Abuſes _— 

: te 
* Statutes at large, Anno 2 Henry V. 
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King Henry V. ted in diverting the Goods and Revenues of Hoſpitals ty 
other Uſes than what the Founders intended. Alſo 20 

Act againſt the Followers of Wictliſfe, who were calle 

\ Heretics and Lollards; in which it was required, 
That the Chancellor, Treaſurer, Juſtices of the on: 

© Bench with the other, Juſtices of Peace, Sherif, 

< Mayors, Bailiffs, and all other Officers, ſhould tak; 

© an Oath to employ their Power to extirpate all Manet 

- © of Hereſies, commonly called Lollardies, within the 
Places where they exerctſed their Offices: And tha 
call Perſons convicted of Hereſy, and left to the Seculu 

Power, ſhould forfeit all their Lands and Goods to the 

King.“ Likewiſe an Act againſt Riots and unlayfi 

Aſſemblies, enjoining, © That ſuch Rioters as were at 

< tainted of great and heinous Riots, ſhould ſuffer x 

c leaſt one whole Year's Impriſonment without Bail « 

s Mainprize ; and that they who were attainted of leſſe 

Riots, ſhould ſuffer Impriſonment as long as the King 

and his Council thought fit; and that the Fines a 

© ſuch Rioters ſhould be raiſed to greater Sums than they 

< were uſually, for the Support of the Coſts of the ſu- 

© ſtices and other Officers.“ There was another Ad 

paſſed this Parliament, by which the Priories Alien, 

(who depended on ſome Capital Abbies in Norman 

that received the Profits of them) ſhould be intirely a 

the King's Diſpoſal : For the Houſe of Commons con- 

ſidered, that, by theſe Abbies beyond Sea poſſeſſing the 

Lands and Revenues of theſe Alien Priories, great Sums 

of Money were carried out of the Nation ; and they fore- 

: ſaw that, when the War was begun with France, all the 

1 136 ] Subjects of England, who had Lands and Eftates in tht 

| Kingdom, would be deprived of them: They therefore 
OI PL — this Act to diſpoſſeſs theſe foreign Monaſteries d 
nes veſted in the theſe Priories Alien, and to veſt thent in the King, who, 
| King, having thus the Power of diſpoſing of them as he pleas'd, 
ſoon after, by Letters Patent, dated June 24, gave two 

of them (one of Paunfeld in Eſſex, the other of Mels in 

Norfolk, which belonged to the Abbey of St. Stephen's 

in Normandy) to John Wadehouſe, Eſq; and required 

from him no other Acknowledgement than to prelent 3 

Roſe to the King yearly on the Feaſt of Jobn the * 
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d This Act is not in the Statute- Book, by is mentioned among be 
Patent-Rolls, 3 Henry V. p. 2. m. 2. 
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to The Houſe of Commons having complained of, the King Henry V. . 
2n evil Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 'and undue Government 

la in Sbropſbire, and that by ſuch Negligences more Mur- 

ed, ders and Robberies were committed there than in any 

one other County of England, the King, to remedy theſe 

its, Diſorders, ſent Edward Duke of York into that County, 

ake to ſee ſuch a Grand Jury returned as would effectually 

ner WY inquire into ſuch Outrages, and puniſh ſeverely all that 

the were guilty of them. 

hat But, notwithſtanding the Act againſt the Lollardt, it 

ular was in this Parliament, at Leiceſter, that the Storm which 

the had long been railing againſt the Clergy, had like to 

vful have broke out to ſome Purpoſe, had not the Wit and 

at- Policy of Henry Chichely, then Arahbiſhop of Canterbury, Another At- 
ho ſucceeded Arundel, diverted the Danger. The tempt of the 

| o WA Houſe of Commons had again put the King in Mind — 
llet of what had been deſired in Parliament | 994g, be- — ö 
ing WAY fore, about converting the Lands and Poſſeſſions of the 

on WY Clergy to the Service of the State ©. | 

hep This Bill, ſays an old ftaunch Proteſtant Writer, 

Ju- made the fat Abbots to ſweat; the proud Priors to 

, * frown ; the poor Priors to curſe ; the filly Nuns to 

1en, * weep; and indeed all her Merchants to fear that Babel 

nd; would down f:“ For, at this very Time, the Clergy 

y at vere more apprehenſive of their Danger than ever, ſince 

on- they knew. not what the active and bold Spirit of a 

the voung Prince, agitated by Counſels which had a natural 

um Wy 1 endency to increaſe his own Greatneſs, might produce [ 137 “] 
ore- againſt them; and, conſequently, they were in a ter- 
| the ridle Conſternation. They once thought of fixing the 

that King in their Intereſt, by the voluntary Preſent of a 
fore large Sum of Money; but ſome of the wiſer Biſhops 
es d conſidering that ſuch an Appearance of Bribery would 
ha, de indecent for Perſons of their Character, and expoſe 
as'd, them to the Hatred and Scorn of the People, this Pro- 
tuo poſal was rejected. And as it had been concluded, in 
1; i0 WY the laſt Synod at London, that the moſt effectual Courſe 
bens e avert the impending Storm was to find the King inen in g 
ſome other Buſineſs to employ the Vigour of his Courage, aide, by * 

which might otherwiſe prove dangerous to them, it ing the King to 
was therefore judged neceſſary to turn his Thoughts tos War with 


Wa * 


* Fabian's Chronicle, Folio clxxi, Sce beſore, p. 114, 115 
f Hall's Cbrenicle, p. 72. 
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King Hay V. War, and to flatter his Ambition, by reminding him 9 
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the Crown of France, deſcended to him from Edward ll 
one of his Royal Progenitors. By a Repreſentation ( 
the juſt Right the King had to that Claim, it was hopei 
his enterprizing Spirit might be ſtirred up to demand the 
Crown of France, as the undoubted Heir, and, upon 
Refuſal, to attempt the Recovery of it by Arms: And, 
to make theſe Counſels more prevalent, they alſo agree 
to make an Offer of a great Sum of Money to ſuppl 
the neceſlary Expences of the War: Alſo to give y 
all the Alien Priories in the Kingdom, to the Number d 
110, who were poſſeſſed of Lands that would conſider 
8 the Revenues of the Crown. 

heſe Reſolutions were ſoon after put in Execution; 
for we are told that, in this very Parliament at Leica, 


the Archbiſhop of Canterbury roſe up, in the Houſe d 


Lords, and addreſſed the King in Words to this Pur 
port &: | 


The Archbiſhop c E all know, Great Sir, with what Roy 

of -x "NF Wiſdom and Care you have eſtabliſhed the 
In Favour . ; 

the faid War, Peace and Proſperity of your People, and we all enjor 
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© the Bleflings of your excellent Government: But whil 
your Deſigns and Actions have been directed to on 
* common Good, we have not done any Thing for the 
© Increaſe of your Empire; and among all the Debats 
in this Honourable Aſſembly to make Laws for the 
* Security of the Subjects“ Liberties and Privileges, we 
© have neglected to conſider how we may advance the 
© Greatneſs of our King, and in him that of our County 
too. Now, ſince I owe all my Fortune to your Favou, 
© Gratitude, as well as the Duty of a Subject, obligs 
© me to propound what I think may promote the lo- 
© nour of ſo gracious a Sovereign, and enlarge his Powe! 
© You adminiſter Juſtice to your People with a nobt 
Equity, you are illuſtrious in the Arts of a peacefi 
Government; but the Glory of a great King conli 
© not ſo much in a Reign of Serenity and Plenty, it 
great Treaſures, in magnificent Palaces, in popuſen 
and fair Cities, as in the Enlargement of his Dominions 

« eſpeciall 
b Theſe Speeches, in Parliament, are all printed at Length in Hal! 


Chron. Folio xxxvi, Sc. and are but modernized by Mr, Goodayin. See #1 
Hollingſbead, p. 545. Biondi, p. 104, Cc. Speed 's Chron. p. 626, 
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« out to War, and Juſtice, not Ambition, authorizes 
« all his Conqueſts. 

« Your Majeſty ought to wear the Crown of France 
« by a Right deſcending to you from Eduard II. your 
e illuſtrious Predeceſſor. That valiant King opealy 
« challenged his Right by Ambaſſadors, and when the 
French endeavoured to elude it by a pretended Saligue 
© Law, he bravely attempted to conquer by Arms what 
© he could not obtain by a juſt Treaty. ou have the 
«fame Title to demand that Crown, and the ſame Rea- 
«ſons to make War, upon a Refufal. I doubt not but 
they will oppoſe their imaginary Saligue Law in like 
Manner againſt your Claim; but I know very well, 
« that as they contradict themſelves in aſſigning the Ori- 
* oinal af this Law, ſo if it were granted that there is 
© ſuch a one, yet France is not concerned in it. It is 
© in vain to tell us, that it was made by Pharamond, the 
Founder of their Monarchy, as if he could be Founder 
* of a Law which had no Name nor Being till above 
* 400 Years after his Death: For then it was that 
© Charles the Great returning from the Conqueſt of 


$ themſelves between that River and the Eibe, and from 


This new Colony deteſting the vicious Manners of the 
German Women, made a Law, that none of that Sex 
* ſhould inherit Lands within the Bounds of their little 
Government. But what is all this to France? How 
will the French perſuade us, that, by virtue of this Law, 
the Crown of that Kingdom muſt not deſcend to any 
Daughter of their Kings, if they do not firſt prove 
their Country to be ſituated between thoſe two German 
Rivers? But tho? all were true which they report of 
this boaſted Law, yet why ſhould they uſe it as an 
Argument againſt the Right of our Kings, when they 
never made it any Bar in the Succefſion of their own? 
Pepin, who, by depoſing Childeric III. mounted the 
% Throne, was acknowledged the next Heir as deſcend- 
01 ed from the Princeſs Blithilda, Daughter of Clothair J. 
iall and Hugh Capet, who uſurped the Crown from Charles 
Duke of Lorrain, the next Male Heir, to give himſelf 
6, the Colour of a Title, aſſerted that he ſprung po 
* the 


- 


Saxony, Part of his Army paſſed the Sala, and feated 


* the Name of the former were called Saligue Gauls. 
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c eſpecially when the Aﬀertion of his Right calls him King Henry V. 
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King Hen V. © the Princeſs Lingarda, the Daughter of Charlemaigy, 
Thus Lewis IX. too, whom they honour as a Saint, 
© negleCting the precarious Title of Hugh Capet, his 
* Grandfather, could ſufficiently ſatisfy his Conſcience 
© and the Nation, by deriving his Right from Queen 
© 1/abella, his Grandmother, as deſcended from the 
© Princeſs Ermingarde, Daughter and Heir of Charl; 

HR © Duke of Lerrain, whom Hugh Capet had deprived d 
: © his Kingdom and Life. But were it certain that thi 
© Salique — had, from the Beginnings of the Monarchy, 
© been eſtabliſhed and inviolably obſerved in Franz; 
yet what Obligation can a Law have, which is con- 
_ © trary to the Commands of God, and the Cuſtoms of 
© all other Nations, and fo offends againſt all the Rules 
© of Juſtice and Reaſon ? God declares, That if a Man 
© died without Sons, the Inheritance ſhould deſcend to 
the Daughter: And there never was a Law among 
any People in the World, which excluded the Daugb- 
* ters from the Rights of Children. The French alone 
* violate the Statutes of Heaven, and ſlight all the Law 
© that are in Force on Earth, that they may devolve the 
Right of their Crown on whom they pleaſe : But i 
© is your undoubted Right, my Sovereign, and all the 
Powers of France will be too weak to oppoſe your Poſ- 
[ 140 ] © ſeſſion, if you do but reſolve to vindicate it, Conſide 
© therefore the juſt Title which you have to this Crown, 
© devolved on you by Queen Iſabella, your Great Grand- 
© mother, Siſter and Heir to three ſucceſſive Kings «& 
© France, who died without Children, and take up nobis 
Arms to aflert ſo juſt a Cauſe ! Advance your Standard 
into France, and, with aſſured Hopes of Victory, march 
© to conquer thoſe Dominions which are your own by 
© Inheritance | There is no true Engli/hman but is teac 
to devote his Life and Fortune to ſo glorious a Service 
of his King: And, in full Perſuaſion of the Juſtice d 
© the War, we the Clergy have given ſuch a Sum ot 
© Money to maintain it, as was never granted to any d 
« your Predeceſſors, and will join all our Prayers for the 

« Succeſs of your Arms.” 


When the Archbiſhop had ended his Speech, and 
the King ſeemed moved with it, Nevil Earl of eit 
moreland, who was High- Warden of the Marches i 
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wards Scotland, apprehending that the Country com- King Hezry V. 


mitted to his Government would be expoſed to the In- 
curſions of that Nation, if the King ſhould draw his 
Forces out of England for this Expedition, thus ſpoke 


to diſſuade the War b: 


Though, ſaid he, I freely acknowledge myſelf of the 
«ame Mind with my Lord the Archbiſhop, as to the 


Which is oppoſed 
by the Earl of 


Glory that will be gained in conquering France, andWfmereland ; 


© the Advantages that may ariſe from the Acquiſition of 
« ſuch a fourihing Kingdom, yet I cannot but adviſe, 
that our Arms ſhould be firſt turned on Scotland, that, 
© by ſubduing that People to the Engliſ Dominion, the 
© whole Iſland may be brought under one Government. 
When all our Strength and Forces ſhall be united, 
© when there ſhall be no Enemies to diſturb us within 
« the Bounds of this our little World, ſeparated from 
© the other by the Ocean, then will be the proper Time 
© to conſider of foreign Conqueſts, and how we may 
© extend the Englih Empire abroad, which, while we 
* are unſecured at home, we cannot attempt with any 
© reaſonable Hopes of Succeſs. It has therefore been the 
© conſtant Practice of wiſe Governments, who have 
proſpered in enlarging their Dominions, fiaſt to ſubdue 
* thoſe People which bordered on them, before they ad- 
* vanced their Arms againſt the more remote. By this 
© Method were the A Hrian, Perſian, and Grecian Mo- 
© narchies raiſed to ſuch Height of Power, that a great 
Part of the World was forced to bow to them. Thus 
© the Romans eſtabliſhed a large: Empire than any af the 
former; but they would have failed in the Attempt, if 
* they had invaded more diſtant Nations, before they 
had ſubdued their Neighbours: But when, by conquer- 
ing the Samnites, the Volſci, the Fidenates, and other 
© People around them, they had made themſelves intire 
* Maſters of all Italy, they ſoon carried their victorious 
Arms thro' moſt Parts of the Earth. But what need 
argue from Examples? It is Reaſon ſufficient againſt 
*a War with France, that whenever to invade that 
* Kingdom we ſhall draw the Strength out of our 
own, the Scots, our antient and inveterate Neighbours, 
will bring Fire and Sword into the Bowels of our un- 
* guarded Country. And, to put this paſt Queſtion, . 

* will 

Helling ſhead, 546. Biondi, 


[141 ] 
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© will only remind you of the old League between thy 
© Nation and France, by which, if either of them are 
© invaded, they are bound mutually to aſſiſt one another, 
We have found them ſo punctual to their Agreement 
© hitherto, that, whenever we have tranſported our Ar. 
© mies into France, the Scots have entered our Coun 

© with dreadful Devaſtations. If then we muſt have z 
© War with either of theſe People, let it be with Sy. 
© land, where all Things promiſe to us an eaſier Victor, 
© their King being an honourable Priſoner in our Court, 


Land the unſeaſonable Severity of the Duke of Alan, 


But being ſup- 


. ported by the 
Duke of Exeter, 


{ 142 ] 


© who governs in his Abſence, having thrown that Na. 
© tion into diſmal Convulſions. But to invade Fran, 


© what a vaſt Army is neceſſary ; what immenſe Sum 


© of Money to raiſe and pay the Soldiers, and what z 
© prodigious Fleet to tranſport them? 

The Earl having ended, the Duke of Exeter \, the 
King's Uncle, who having been defigned by his Father 
for the Church, had received a learned Education inthe 
Univerſities of /taly, thus ſpoke in Anſwer : 

© If I did not know that the moſt effectual Courſe to 
< deſtroy any Miſchief is to cut off the Root which feeds 
© it; and if Experience had not taught all of us that 
© France is the Spring which has nouriſhed a perpetul 
growing Enmity-in the Hearts of the Scots againſt us, 
© I ſhould adviſe that the French might be the laſt wich 
© whom we make War. But ſince they have always 
© been induſtrious to render Scotland an irreconcileadle 
Enemy, and to foment in the Minds of that Nation 
* a fierce Hatred and Deſire of Revenge; ſince they 
© have on all Occaſions ſtirred them up to invade us 
* and by their Aſſiſtance have enabled them to do ſo, it 
is certainly the beſt Counſel, that, by a vigorous War 
© upon France, we ſhould ftrike at the Head of all thele 
* Miſchiefs : For, if that Kingdom be conquered, either 
© the Scots will no more be our Enemies, their Hatred 
© being no longer kept alive and cheriſhed by the old 
© Fomenters of it; or if they refuſe to incorporate into 


one People with us, yet deſtitute of Succour from that 


Nation, they muſt without any laſting War ſubmit to 
© our Power. How will they be in a Condition to fight 
. us, 


1 Zolling ſhead, Biondi, &c. call him ſo; but he was then only Eat 
of Dorſet, though created Duke after wards, 
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dus, when they ſhall want Arms to put into their Sol- King Henry v. 
© diers Hands, or Officers to lead them, all Supplies 
«from France being cut off? And whither ſhall they 
have Recourſe for Aid, when that People is ſubdued 
« by us? Not to Denmark, whoſe King is Brother-in- 
(Law to ours; not to Portugal and Caftile, for the 
Kings of both thoſe Nations are allied to our Sove- 
( reign 3 not to Italy at ſo great a Diſtance ; not to Ger- 
© many or Hungary, which are in League with us. Let 
(us then begin the War with France, ſince we ſhall 
conquer two Nations with one Victory; and ſince a 
t rich, fruitful, and pleaſant Country will be the Reward 
(of the Conqueror. What though the Scots may in- 
(ade us, when our King with his Army is abſent ? 
Their Incurfions ſurely will not be ſo dangerous, but 
( that the Earl of Veftmoreland, who is Warden of 


e (the Marches, with a few ſele& Troops, will be able 
j not only to make Head againft them, but to give them 
e (2 Repulſe.“ 


The Duke's Arguments prevailed with the King and [ 143 ] 
his Brothers, who being all young and ardent of Glory, 
were impatient to ſignalize their Courage againſt the 


a ad Enemies of their Country: And the ſame gallant 

int diffuſing itſelf through the Minds of the other war js declare 
N Nobles, they all declared for a War with France ; accordingly. 

t 


which being thus reſolved on, the Parliament was pro- 
rogued to Weſtminſter. 

In this Parliament the King created his Brothers 
Jahn, Duke of Bedford; and Humphrey, Duke of Glou- 


e Wer; and Richard, Brother to the Duke of York, was 
„ o made Earl of Cambridge |. | | 

We have ſaid that there is no Account of the Proceed- 
ar Wings in this former Seſſion of Parliament at Leiceſler, 
— nor of the Prorogation of it, as above, in the Records; 


but a new Parliament, which was called to meet at 
red Weſtminſter, this ſame Year, falls in exactly with the 
ſtories, and goes on regularly with them for the fu- 
nt0 i ure; the Writs bearing Date September 26, to be holden 
hat on the Ofaves of St. 13 following at VWeſiminſter. 


gh It having been our Cuſtom, hitherto, to exhibit a AnnoRegni, 2. 
by: Liſt of the Temporal Lords, once or twice in a King's 414. 


Reign, At Weſminfere 
1 Halls Chronitle, Fol, xxxvi. FJ. Stoxve, p 345+ 
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King Ham V. Reign, we ſhall therefore give the Names of the Peer 
ſummoned to this Parliament *. | 


[ 144 ] 
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HO MAS Duke of 


ww Clarence, and Ear | of 
Albemarle. | 
John Duke of Bedford, and 
Earl of Tendale. 
Humphrey Duke of Glou- 
 cefter, and Earl of Pen- 
broke. 
Edward Duke of York. 


Richard Earl of Cambridge. 


Edward Courtney, Earl of 
Devonſhire. 
Thaemas Earl of Arundele. 
Edmond. Earl of March. 
Richard Beauchamp, Earl 
of Warwick _ 
Richard de Vere, Earl of 
Oxford... * 
Thomas Earl of Saliſbury. 


John Earl- Marſhal. 


Thomas Earl of Dorſet. 
Michael de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffalk. . 
Ralph Nevile, Earl of We/- 
moreland, * 
Edward Lord Charlton, of 

Pows, ” 
William Lord Clinton. 
Thomas Lord de la Var. 
Henry Lord Scrape, of Ma- 


00 | 
Henry Lord _Fitzhugh. 


William Lord Ferrers, of 


Groby. 


On the 19th of November the Parliament met, a! 
the King being ſeated on his Throne, in the Painted 
Chamber of his Palace at Vefiminſier, by his Com 
mand the Biſhop of V incheſter, his Uncle, and Chat 


m Cotton's Abridgement, p. 538. 
7. 394. 


- 


Cingue- Ports in this Lik 


Thomas Lord Morley. 
Hugh Lord Burnel. 
Thomas Lord Berkley, d 


Ber kley . þ 
Jobn Lord Welles. " 
Iph Lord Cromwell, ( 
Ralph Lord Greyſtock. N 
Thomas Lord Dacre, di p 


Guſland. 
Robert Lord Harringin, 
Robert Lord Willeughiy 
Fobn Lord Lovel, of Tic. 


Richard Lord Grey, of (- .. 


Klee“ Led 6 4 

eginald Lor rey, d 

1 Ruchyn, er 

Peter Lord Mauley. th 

Villiam Lord Zouch, d mn 
Harringwworthb. ſuc 

Thomas Lord Camois. We 

William Lord Batreaur. 


Jahn Neuil, Lord Lai. 


MET. ing 
Richard Lord Strange. Pe; 
Robert Lord Poynangs, 

Gilbert Lord Talbot. def 

Jobn Lord Clifford. ſen 

ahn Lord Talbot, of F. ey 
niual. | 


No Lord-Warden of th 


| ſtee 


cellar 
Dugdale's Summons to Parkont 


f ENGLAND. 


wherein he declared, That his Majeſty would that 
« the Church, with all Corporations and Perſons, ſhould 
« enjoy their former Liberties : That the King not on- 
« Iy endeavoured to govern the Realm wiſely, but he 
was alſo ſtrengthening himſelf to recover his due In- 
heritance, which, though belonging to, yet had been 


Claim he was reſolved to proſecute even unto Death ; 
and for the attempting ſuch a mighty Exploit, great 
Proviſion was required.” 

Then taking for his Subject, Dum Tempus habemus 
jeremur bonum, he inferred from thence, * That to 
every natural Diſpoſition two Kinds of Times, or 
Seaſons, were limited ; for Inſtance, as to Trees, one 
Time of growing, and another Time of bloſſoming 
and bearing Fruit; to Man, one Time for Labour, 
and another for Reſt; to Princes, the Heads of Men, 
a Time for Peace, and another for War. That the 
King finding his People in great Eaſe and Peace, had 
therefore the better Opportunity to attack the Ene- 
my ; to which he applied Dum Tempus. That, to 
ſuch an high and noble Enterprize, ſome Things 
were abſolutely neceſſary, as good Advice, Obedience 
of his Subjects, and a chearful Relief from them : 
That they ought to grant a larger Subſidy, conſider- 
ing that their Prince and only Patron would go in 
Perſon againſt the Enemy, and freely expoſe his Life 
to all the Dangers of the War; and concluded with 
defiring the Commons to chuſe a Speaker, and pre- 
ſent him the next Day to the King.“ Accordingly 


of 


le uſual Form. 

The Commons then proceeded to conſider of the 
pplies, and, by the Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, 
anted to the King two whole Tenths and two whole 


it was enacted likewiſe, That the King, by his 
duncil, ſhould have Power to make Ordinances con- 
erning the Coin, which ſhould continue till the next 
Farliament,” 

Henry Percy, Grandſon of the late Earl of Northum- 


land, and Son to Henry Hot/pur, ſlain at the Battle 
oL, II, 9 , of 


\ 


a long Time with-held from, his Crown; which 
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cellor of England, opened the Seffion by a Speech; King Henry v. 


[ 145 J 


TromasCnaue 
ex, Eſq; elect- 
peaker. 


ey elected Thomas Chancer, Eſq; and preſented him in  $ 


ſteenths, to be levied on the Laity. 2 
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Kiog Henry V. of Shrewſbury, being now of Age, and a Priſoner i, 
| Scotland, preſented his Declaration to the Parliament; 
-_ mW — in which he ſhewed that the King had reſtored him t 
de and Edate, the Honour which bis Father had forfeited by his Re. 
bellion, and had made him Earl of Northumberlany: 
He therefore required a general Reſtitution to it i 
Blood, and that he might be reſtored to all the Heredi. 
taments which were entailed, with free Entry in all q 
them, reſerving to the King the Lands of Fee-ſimple, 
The King granted all to him, on Condition that, befor 
his Entry into any of the ſaid Lands, he ſhould, by Mat. 
ter of Record in Chancery, prove the Lands entailed: 
And his Majeſty appointed Sir Robert Umfrevile to trex 
with the Scots about Percy's Delivery; who, by the 
Earl of Northumberland, his Grandfather, had been leh 
there as an Hoſtage. He confirmed alſo to John Duke 
of Bedford, and to his Heirs Male, the Caſtle, Ex. 
L 146 dom, Honour, and Seigniory of Richmond, which Raj 
Earl of Meſtmoreland held during his Life. 
As for the Re- In this Parliament it was enacted, * That ſuch Per- 
gulation of Ju- © ſons only ſhould be made Juſtices of Peace, by the 
3 Advice of the Chancellor, and of the King's Couu- 
© cil, who dwelt in the County in which they were u 
© exerciſe their Office.” 
That whereas, contrary to the Statute made in the 
thirty-ſixth Year of Edward III. forbidding any Pariſh 
Prieſt, or Yearly Prieſt, to take more than five or fi 
Marks for their Annual Stipend, the Prieft refuſed to 
ſerve under Ten Pound, Twelve Marks, or Ten Mart 
The Clergy; At the leaſt : It was ordained, © That no Yearly Chap- 
© Jain ſhould take above ſeven, nor any Pariſh Prei, 
4 © retained to be a Curate, more than eight, but by Li 
© cence of the Ordinary, ſo as the whole Sum exceeded 
© not nine Marks. 
In Conſideration of the Abuſes that aroſe from ſul 
Perſons ſerving on the Inqueſt and Jury, as (having no- 
thing to live upon, nor to loſe when convicted of Pet- 
jury) gave falſe Verdicts contrary to their Conſcience 
an Act was made, That no Perſon who had not, i 
Land or Tenements, forty Shillings yearly, ſhould be 
And Juries. admitted on an Inqueſt upon Trial of Life and Death, 
ndr on any other Inqueſt, in Pleas Real or Perſonal, a 


© which the Debt and Damages declared — k 
ort) 
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t forty Marks ; but, upon the Parties concerned chal- King Henry v. 
« lenging him, ſhould be rejected.” | 
By Authority of this Parliament, Richard, who was - 
gon and Heir to the Earl of Cambridge, beheaded at | 
Southampton for High-Treafon the Year before, was grad, Son to 
reſtored to Blood, and created Duke of York, This the Earl of Cam- 
prince was the ſole Heir to the Houſe of that Name, #/4g*, reſtored, 
and ſome Time after married Cicily, Daughter to the 
Earl of Weſtmoreland, by whom he had Henry, who 
died young ; Edward, afterwards King ; Edmund, Earl 
of Rutland ; Anne, Ducheſs of Exeter; Elizabeth, 
Ducheſs of Suffolk ; George, Duke of Clarence; Rich- 
ard, Duke of Glouceſter, afterwards King; and Mar- 
garet, Ducheſs of Burgundy ®. 
The King had been ſufficiently moved with the [ 147 } 
Reaſons given in the Parliament at Leiceſter for making 
is Claim to the Crown of France, and his great Cou- 
ge and Spirit now ſpurred him on to attempt the Con- 
queſt of that Kingdom, if his Demands were not ac- 
epted. The Subſidies granted, by the Clergy and 
aity, to enable the King to begin this great Enter- 
rize, amounted, in the whole, to a ry ladies Sum; 
nd, if we may believe an old Hiſtorian, to no leſs than 
ree hundred thouſand Marks Sterling. By which 
eans great Levies of Men were made, ſucceſsfully, in 
|| Parts of the Kingdom. : | 
But, to gain a more ſpecious Pretence for War, it 
as neceſſary firſt to offer Peace; tho? upon ſuch Terms 
Henry knew well enough would not be accepted. 
here had been, ſome Time before, a Treaty of Marriage 
on Foot between this young Monarch and the Princeſs 
France, who is ſaid to have been a Paragon of Beau- 
ö but now Henry much enlarged his Demands with 
e Princeſs ; and, by his Ambaſſadors to. the Court of 
rance, inſiſted on a Reſtitution of all thoſe Provinces 
dich his Predeceſſors had ever enjoyed in that King- 
dm. How deſirous ſoever the French Court was of 
Alliance with England, and marrying their Princeſs 
a young and potent King, yet the reſtoring theſe 
ovinces was a very difagreeable Article, and could 
er be reconciled to their Politics. | l 
X41. Accord- F 

b Fabian's Chron, Fol, clxxiv, | f 
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King Henry V. 8 „ Ae . were broke «of 
: upon it, and the King of England made mighty Pre 

| whey with rations, both by Sea and Land, to invade — 10 
great Vigour. aſſert his Right to that Kingdom by the Ratio uling 
Regum. He fat Sail from Southampton, Auguſt 13, 1413 

and landed the next Day near Harfleur, in Norman, 

Anno Regui 3. In the King's Abſence John Duke of Bedford, ti 
_ 1415- Brother, and whom he had left Regent, called a Py. 
At Wefminfier, liament to meet at Weſtminſter, on Monday next aſte 
| St. Luke's Day; but it was prorogued to the Mendy 
after the Feaſt of Al- Saints, in the third Year of thi 

Reign. At which Time, being all aſſembled in th 
Painted-Chamber at Veſiminſter before the Regent, th 

+ Biſhop of Wincheſter, the 2 Uncle, and ſtill Chan- 

cellor of England, opened the Cauſe of the Summons t 

be, For the Honour of the King, who himſelf high 

honour'd God Almighty and his Holy Church, and will 

that it ſhould enjoy all its Rights, Liberties, an 

Franchiſes granted by his Noble Progenitors ; the (anc 

alſo to all Cities, Boroughs, Qc. 

© That this Parliament was called for two Cauſe; 

firſt, For the good Government of the Realm in the 
King's Abſence ; and the other, To provide a goo 
and ſufficient Aid for the Furtherance of the King's Er 
terprizes in France, forthe Recovery of his Rights in tha 
Kingdom.” Then the Orator took for his Subject u 
proceed on, theſe Words; Sicut et ipſe fecit nobis itatt 
nos ei faciamus Upon which he obſerved ; firſt, « 
overnment he declared, That the King, ent 
nce his Coronation, had laboured for the Eaſe, Sure) 
and Tranquillity of all his Subjects, as was very v 
known; and, as the Wiſe Man ſays, Sine Fuftitian 
regitur Reſpublica, et inclinavit Cor ſuum ad faciemi 
Fuſlificationes tuas; and therefore, for the Intenda 
aboveſaid, Sicut et ipſe nobis, &c. that after the frequs 
Requiſitions the King had made to his Adverlary 

France, by the Way of Peace, and for the avoiding! 
Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, of his Rights in that Lag 
dom, and no Reſtitution could be had but by Force! 
Arms, he ſet afide all Delicacies, Eaſe, and iy 


2 The Sammons and Prorogation of this Parliament are only bit 
the Abridrement of the Records, not one Word of the Proceeding 
This is from the Rolls. Rot, Pari. 3 Hen, V. P. Js 


FEN GL AN p. 


his Perſon, and adventured himſelf in the Enterprize ; King Henry v. 


wholly truſting in ar of = of his Cauſe and in God, 
according to another Saying of the Wiſe Man, Certa 
ro Juflitia et Dominus pugnabit pro te.“ | 

he Chancellor next recited to them the Manner of 
the King's happy Paſſage over Sea, and his landing near 
the Town of Harfleur, in France; and, notwithſtanding 
it was the ſtrongeſt in thoſe Parts, after a ſhort Siege, 
with little or no Loſs on his Side, it was taken. And 
albeit the King was obliged to put a ſtrong Garriſon 
into that Place, and that his Army was reduced by 


Sickneſs, and by ſending back many to England for the The Victory at 


Recovery of their Health, the King marched the Re- Einsurt de. 
mainder through the Heart of France towards Calais — * 


but was met by the Way with the whole Power of his 
Enemies; and notwithſtanding their great Superiority 
of Numbers, in Compariſon of his own poor Few, they 
were all diſcomfited, taken Priſoners, or ſlain, without 
any great Loſs of the Engliſh. 

The Chancellor added, That, after this glorious and 
wonderful Victory, the King brought his Army and 
Priſoners ſafe to Calais; to the Praiſe and Glory of 
God, and to the greateſt Honour and Profit that this 
Nation ever received in ſo little a Time. Therefore, 
he concluded, it was their Buſineſs in Parliament to 
provide for the carrying on of a War, ſo happily begun 
by the King, that they might verify his Text, which 
laid, Sicut et ipſe fecit nobis, ita et nos ei — 

e Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- 
ed, as uſual, the next Day the Commons appeared again 


Sir Ricuany 
RexDMAINE, 


before the Regent in Parliament, and preſented Sir Rich- Speaker. 


ard Redmaine for their Speaker ; who, after the uſual 
Proteſtation made, was confirmed in that Office. 


On the 12th Day of November, the Commons, with 
the Aſſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, granted 
the King the former Subſidy on Woolls, Leather, and 
Skins, with the ſame Tonnage and Poundage as in the 


lat Parliament, to hold during his Life, and to be diſ- A large Subſidy, 


poſed of at his own Will and Diſcretion ; with this 
Proviſo, That this Grant ſhould not be made an Ex- 
ample of by any other King of England in Time to 

K 3 Come. 


King Heng V. come. At the ſame Inſtant they alſo granted the King 


The Sentence 
againſt the Lords 
at Southampton 


eral Sorts of that the Money called Sein and Dodekin, and al 
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one entire Fifteenth and one Tenth, to be levied on the 
Laity in Manner accuſtomed. Theſe extraordinary 
Grants were uſhered in with many high-flown Expre(. 
ſions and Congratulations to the Ling on the great Va. 
lour and Conduct he had ſhewn, and his wonderful 
Succeſs in all his Enterprizes. 

Any common Reader of Engliſb Hiſtory may remem. 
ber that, before the King embarked from Southamptm 
for France, Richard Fat of Cambridge, Henry Lord 
Scrope, and Sir Thamas Gray, were arreſted for High 
- Treaſon, tried, convicted, and beheaded at the fame 
Place. This Parliament confirmed the Sentence and 
Execution of the aforeſaid Lords, and the whole Proceed. 

againſt them are inrolled in their Journals; where- 
by all their Poſſeſſions whatſover are declared to be {or- 
feited to the King. — Theſe Records are well worth the 
Inſpection of any particular Writer of this King's Lie, 
or a more general Hiſtorian, in order to illuſtrate, if 
poſſible, the only dark Paſſage of this Reign. 

The reſt of the Proceedings of this Parliament tun 
chiefly on private Affairs, and are nothing to our Pur- 
pole, except we mention the laſt, by which it wa 
enacted, on a Petition of the Commons, That a Sort of 
Money, then called Galley Half Pence, ſhould be en- 
tirely ſuppreſſed and rendered of no Value; and all ſuch 
wherever. found ſhould be forfeited to the King. Allo 


Manner of Scats Silver Moneys, ſhould be outed, and 
not go in any Payment whatſoever ; and that Procla- 
mation ſhould be made accordingly in all the Counties, 
Sc. in England. N 

How long this Parliament ſat is uncertain from the 
Record; but it could not be long, for the King returned 
into England the latter End of November this Year, and 
made his triumphant Entry into London a few Days 2. 
ter, bringing with him his Priſoners and other Trophies 
of his Victory, where he muſt have been a welcome 
and a gallant Sight to the Citizens, It is obſervable 
that, in the two laſt Summons to Parliament, there are 
not twenty Peers named to whom Writs were ſent for 
that Purpoſe; the reſt we may well ſuppoſe were then 
gathering Laurels with their heroic Sovereign in * 
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It was ſome Time after the King's Return before other King Heary V. 


Writs were ſent out to call a new Parliament, which 
were dated the 21ſt of January, and were returnable 
the 16th of March following, 


On which Day the whole Aſſembly being met at 3 
Miſiminſier, the King, fitting in his Royal Throne, in — 35 
the Painted Chamber of the Palace, commanded the At Weſtminſter 
Biſhop of Winche/ter, ſtill Lord-Chancellor, to open ale. 
the Cauſe of the Summons ; who, in the Preſence of [ 148 
the Three Eftates of the Realm, firſt made the uſual 
Declaration, That it was the King's Royal Will and 
Pleaſure that the Church, and all other Perſons and Cor- 
porations, ſhould enjoy their Liberties, and then took 
for his Text Initiavit Vobis Viam, 

In diſcourſing on which he endeavoured to demon- 
ſtrate, * That a Thing well begun, and continued with 
Diligence, muſt have a proſperous Event, according 
© to the Saying, 

Dimidium Fatti, qui bene cæpit habet. 

* This he applied to the King's Succeſſes, who had 
© made ſo glorious a Beginning, by invading France to 
© recover his Right, and an faberitance derived from 
* his Anceſtors, He put them in Mind of his late gal- 
lant Enterprize, in a continued Courſe of Victory, by 
* the Conqueſt of Harfleur, and the Defeat of the 
French, in a general Battle at Aginiourt : That, it be- 
ing only peculiar to divine Wiſdom to foreſee the End 
* and Event of all Things, he entirely referred that to 
God, with great Hope of Succeſs from ſo proſperous 
© a Beginning; which, that the King might be en- 
© adled to obtain, he had called this Parliament for their 
good Counſel and Afiſtance.” 

The Commons, retiring to the Houſe aſſigned them, sir wars 
which was then called le | broken within the Abbey of Bzaucrane 
IW:\tminfler, choſe Sir Walter Beauchamp, Knight, for choſen Speaker. 
their Speaker; who, being allowed, they next, with 
the Aﬀent of the Biſhops and Lords, appointed that the 
Tenths and Fifteenths, granted laſt Parliament, ſhould [ 149 1 
be paid ſooner than was ordered. By the ſame Autho- 
ity it was enacted, * That, conſidering the long Va- 
 cancy in the Popedom, and the damnable Schiſm be- 
; © tween 
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kung Henry V+ © tween the two Popes, all Biſhops Elect, and oth 


Petitions of the Petition. That all Sheriffs, for the Fees of Knights 


Commons. 


[ 150 ] 


being again aſſembled, the Chancellor told them, The 


_ Giator in it; in which the Commons were defired to 


Lept. 
6 * upon their Oaths. 
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© Perſons, ſhould be confirmed by their own Metropo- 
© litans, upon the King's Writ, without farther Excy{ 
© or Delay.“ 


On the 8th of April the King prorogued the Parliz. 
ment to Monday in the third Week after Eafter ; when, 


Reaſon of the ſaid Adjournment was not only on 
Occaſion of the devout Time, but that an honourable 
Peace had been offered by the French, and that the En- 
peror Sigiſmund was come into England to be the Me. 


ive their Advice. But, though this is here mentioned 
in the Records, they give us no farther Account about 
it. The other Tranſactions of this Parliament are al 
on leſs public Affairs, no new Subſidy being either aſk 
ed or granted ; which might have been owing to the 

eat Riches the King had acquired, either by the vit 
Plunder at Agincourt, or the Ranſom of Priſoners. 


The following are the moſt remarkable Petitions in 
this Parliament : 


© coming to the Parliament, might enter into all Li- 
6 berties, except the Demeſnes of all Lords, and ſuch 
Towns as find Burgeſſes. 


Anſwer. The Statute made 12 Richard II. fbould le 
Pet. © That all Sheriffs might be diſcharged in the 


Anſ. The King will be adviſed. 
Pet. That all Owners of Ships, during the Time 
© of their being in the King's Service, might have three 
«© Shillings and four Pence in the Ton above the ordi- 
© nary Freight. 
Anſ. The King would do according to Reaſon. 
Pet. That all Men might go to the Parts of /celni 
© to fiſh freely, as they uſed to do. 
Anſ. The King will take Advice. 
Pet. That all the Ordinaries through the Kingdom 
might, by an aſſigned Day, inquire, and certify in- 
* to Chancery, the Foundations of Hoſpitals, * all 
© Circum- 
He is tiled, in the Record, Le tres-bonorable Prince le Roy de Raman 
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* Circumſtances, that Redreſs might be made in this King Henry v. 
* Buſineſs. | 
* The Statute made at Leiceſter, 2 Henry V. Hall 
be obſerved. 
Pet. * That the King's Purveyors do take eight 
« Buſhels of Corn only to the — ſtrik d; and that 
« they take up no Proviſion in the Market, without the 
« Good-will of the Party, and ready Pay. 
Anſ. The Statutes made for that Purge Hall be kept. 
Pet. That ſome Remedy might be found for the 
Relief of the poor Clergy, much waſted, becauſe the 
Univerſities ſwarmed with new Learning, by reaſon 
« of the Statute of Proviſors, which cauſed the old Faith 
to be neglected.” | 
Anſ. At the King's Motion, the Biſhops promiſed to 
provide a Remedy for this Buſineſs. 
Pet. * That the Penalty of ſuffering any Priſoner to 
© eſcape, who was guilty of counterfeiting, waſhing, or 
clipping Money, might be 100 l. | | 
Anſ. The Penalty ſball be arbitrary, as before. 
Pet. That all Writs of Subpœna, and Certis de 
t Cauſis, going out of the Chancery and Exchequer, 
might be controlled, and not granted in Matters de- 
terminable at the Common Law, on Penalty of the 
Plaintiff's paying 400. by way of Debt to the Defendant. 
Anſ. The King will be adviſed. | | | 
It was alſo enacted in this Parliament, That where- 5 
as ſeveral Bretons were come into the Kingdom, either Acts paſſed; | 
' as Spies, or to carry Money and Jewels out of the 
Nation, all of them not naturalized, were, by Act 
' of Parliament, required to go out of the Land, be- 
* fore the 24th of June enſuing, upon capital Penalty.” | 


ee This was becauſe the Duke of Bretaigne was confedrate 
li- WY with the King of France. __ 


And whereas Proviſions of Benefices from the Pope | 
had been made Uſe of, to exclude from the ſaid Bene- | 
ices the Incumbents who, by the Gift of the Patron, 
had long enjoyed them ; it was therefore ordained by 
another Act, That no Incumbents ſhould be moleſt- [ 151 J] 
om ed under Pretence of any ſuch Proviſions of the Pope; | 
in⸗ that whoever diſquieted them, ſhould incur the Pe- | 

all Wi © valties contained in the Statutes of Proviſors before 
m. made; and that they ſhould be proſecuted by Proceſs of 
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King Henry V. © Premunire facias formed againſt them; and that the 


© Perſon who ſued them ſhould recover treble Damage 
Another Act — to make Clipping, Waſhing, 
and Filing of Money, Treaſon: And whereas, (by 
reaſon that it belonged only to the King's Juſtices be. 
fore himſelf, or by ſpecial Commiſſion aſſigned, to judge 
and puniſh this Crime) it was ſo boldly and general 
practiſed, that the Deſtruction of all the Coin was un- 
avoidable, if haſty Execution and Remedy were ng 
provided; it was therefore enacted in another Statute, 
That the Juſtices aſſigned to take Aſſizes, in all the 
Counties of England, ſhould have Power, by the King's 
< Commiſſions, to hear, and determine in their Seflion, 
© all ſuch Cauſes concerning the debaſing or falfifyng 
© the Coin of the Nation. And whereas, contrary to 
the Cuſtom in the Days of Edward III. when no more 


than Half a Crown, or a Crown at the-moſt, was paid 
for proving a Will, the Ordinaries did now take forty e 


Shillings: It was therefore ordained by another Ad, 

hat no Ordinary ſhould take above that old cuttomar 
© Rate for the Probate of any Teſtament; upon Penaly 
© of forfeiting to the aggrieved Perſon treble the Sum (6 
© received.” This Statute was to ſtand in Force onlyto 
the End of the following Year. : | 
| Theſe AQs being paſſed, and Henry, the Grandſon 
of Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, who had 


long been an Exile in Scotland *, and who, in the Parliz- 


ment held at H/e/tminfter, in the ſecond Year of this 
King's Reign, had been reſtored to his Honours and 
cs 2 having now, in the Houſe of Lords, done Ho- 
mage to the King fitting in his Chair of State, thi 
Seſſion ended. 


Strong Applications were now made, by Means « 
the Emperor and athbers, for a firm Peace between the 
two Nations; but that not ſucceeding, a Truce wi 
concluded on to laſt only till Candlemas, and the King 


went to Calais, in order to meet the French Ambaſſa- 
duors and confirm it. He ſailed from Sandwich, Septen. 


ber 4, 1416; but, the Day before, the King ſignel 
Writs for calling a new Parliament, dated at 2 
N - a dich 
® It appears by the Records that he had been left there by bis Grand- 
father, as an Hoſtage, on ſome Agreement made between the Scots 51% 
and him. 
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wich, September 3, to meet at Veſiminſter on the 19th King Heary V. 
of Ofteber following; before which Time the King re- 4 
turned back to England. | 


On the Day of the Meeting the Biſhop of Vin- C 152 5 
eſter open d the Seſſion with the uſual Formalities; and, Anno Regni 4. 
after quoting for his Theme this Latin Sentence, Ope- 1416. 
ram detis ut quieti ſitis, he alledged, That as God : 
© had in ſix Days created all the World; and refted the 2 
« ſeventh 3 ſo the King, agreeable to his Coronation | 
$ Oath, had, in five former Parliaments, endeavoured 
« toeftabliſh good Laws for juſt Adminiſtration at Home, 
$ and the ſecuring of an honourable Peace Abroad: 

But that the French were ſo little inclined to comply 
with the reaſonable Terms offered them, that they re- 
$ fuſed to render the few Engliſb Priſoners they had taken 
© at the Battle of Agincourt, or to ranſom their own : 
© That the King, provoked at the obſtinate Injuſtice of 
an Enemy, who reſolved not to do him Right in any 
Thing, was conſtrained to attempt the Recovery of 
his own by Force of Arms. And ſince, faid he, this 
is his Majeſty's juſt Reſolution, and that there is, in- 
$ deed, no other Way to bring his Enemy to Reaſon, 
* Bella faciamus ut Pacem babeamus, quia Finis Belli 
Pax e, he is determined to uſe Violence, and pur- 
$ chaſe that Peace with the Sword, which is not to be 
* otherwiſe obtained.“ He concluded with telling them, 
that the King intended to make uſe of their Counſel, and 
required them to chuſe and preſent their Speaker to him. 

On the third Day of the Seſſion the Commons pPre-RocerFroumey 
ſented Reger Flouer, Eſq; who was accepted; and, to Eq; elected 
ſhew their great Zeal for the Cauſe the King was en- 
gaged in, with the Conſent of the Lords, they granted 
two whole Tenths and two Fifteenths, to be levied on 
the Laity ; the Clergy alſo granted two Tenths on 
their own Body, But all this being not ſufficient, or 
ins ought too dilatory for the King's preſſing Occaſions, 

a- at the ſame Time it was enacted, * That all Perſons 
n- who would lend any Sums of Money to the King, 
nel WY ſhould have Letters Patent to be paid out of the firſt C 153 ] 
Money raiſed by the Subſidy granted by this Parlia- 
* ment ;* and the Dukes of Clarence, Bedford, and Glau- 1 
cher ſtood engaged for the Performance of this, in Caſe 
* the 
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Kiag Hum v. the King ſhould die: Upon which many of the Biſhop 
and Lords, whoſe Names are in the Parliament Rolls, 
— _ and readily ſubſcribed ; yet all was Rtill ſo deficient, that the 
—— he ane. Eing was neceflitated to pawn the Crown to Henry 
ing on the Beaufort, Biſhop of M incheſter, for a vaſt Sum, and to 
War againſt borrow a thouſand Marks of the Lord Mayor of Londm, 
France. upon the Security of many rich Jewels 4. 
An Ad for a At this Time his Majeſty was pleaſed to grant a ge. 
— wo neral Pardon for all Crimes which did not concern 
others, paſſes, Life, or Loſs of Members. 

An Act was alſo paſſed, © That all Sheriffs ſhouli 
have Allowance upon their Accounts by Oath.” This 
had been petitioned for by the Commons in the former 
Seſſion. | 

Alfo, whereas, by an Act made 12 Richard II. cer. 

tain Rates of annual Wages for Bailiffs and other Ser- 
vants of Huſbandry were ſettled, and a Penalty ordain- 
ed for any who gave or took more; by an Act now it 
— n That the Taker only ſhould incur this 
enalty.* | 

— Act ordain'd, That none of the Jriſb Nation 
fhould be elected an Archbiſhop, Biſhop, Abbot, or 
Prior; and that whoever promoted ſuch to thoſe Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Preferments, or brought any ſuch Iriſb Re- 
bels to Parliaments, Councils, and other Aſſemblies 
among the Englifh, ſhould have all their Temporl 
Eftates ſeized into the King's Hands, till they had paid 
the Fines due for ſuch Offences.” - 

There was alſo an Act of Pardon, by which all For- 
feitures, Fines, Debts and Demands, not exceeding 
'T wenty-fix Shillings and Eight-pence, were remitted, 
and all Treſpaſſes, Offences, Gonfpiracies, Sc. pardon'd, 

Beſides theſe, and ſome other leſs remarkable Ad, 

{ 154 ] the League and Alliance between the King and the Em- 
| peror Sigiſmund, was confirmed by the whole m_ 


4 Henry Beaufort, Biſhop of Wincheſter, on his own Account, lent the 
King 20,000 /. 

e This Emperor came over to England, and employed his beſt Endes. 
vours to mediate a Peace between the Crowns of England and France; bit 
they all proved ineffectual, and all be could do was to ſettle a laſting Peace, 

+ on ſeveral Articles, between himſelf. and the Crown of England. The 
is an Inſtrument in the Public Acts, under this Title, and refers to tit 
next Parliament: Allegantiæ cum Rege Romanorum, pro Forma Trofatui 
inde babitæ, Confirmatic in Parliamento. Dat, Viceſſimo nono Die Odem 
Reg, 40, Fad, Ang. Tem. IX. h. 403. 
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And, on the laſt Day of the Seſſion, November 18, the King Henry Ve 


King fitting on his Throne in full Parliament, created 
Thomas Beaufort, who was Earl of Dorſet, Duke of 
Exeter, who had alſo a thouſand Pounds confirmed to 
him, to be paid yearly out of the Exchequer, and forty 
Pounds out of the Cuſtoms at Exeter. The Lords 
ſo approved of this Example of the King's Liberality, 
that they ſaid no Objection could be made, but only 
that it was too little, and not proportionable to the 
Merits and Services of that Noble Perſon f. 

In this Seſſion Sir John Tibetot, who had ſo much 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf as Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in the laſt Reign, was appointed the King's Re- 
ſident at the Imperial Court. 


Henry, by the Aſſiſtance of his Parliament, having 
again raiſed Money for the Support of the War, and 
reſolving to invade France early next Spring, great 
Levies of Men were made for that Purpoſe. He cauſed 
Proclamation to be made, that all Soldiers, who would 
ſerve him in his Wars, ſhould have twenty-five Crowns 
a Month z and invited them to partake in his Con- 
queſts, which, in all Appearance, would this Year be 
very conſiderable. Other Means he took to render his 
Army formidable; but it was not till Jah, 1417, that 
he could get all ready to embark, and he landed his 
Army at Bevile, in Normandy, a few Days after, in 
ſpite of all Oppoſition, 


John Duke of Bedford, the King's Brother, was left An Invaſion of 
Regent during his Abſence ; and, whilſt this victorious the Scots defeat- 


Monarch was gaining many Victories and Towns in 
France, the Scots thought proper to invade the Engliſh 
Borders; but, by the Conduct of the Regent, the 
were ſoon driven back again with Shame and Loſs. Af- 
ter the Nation was thus delivered from the Dangers of 
this Invaſion, the-Duke Regent thought proper to call a 
Parliament, the Writs bearing Date Oclober 5, and to 
lit the 16th of November following, at Meſtminſter. 


-[ 1551] 


At which Time and Place being aſſembled, in the Anno Regni 5, 


Painted Chamber, before the Regent, Thomas Langley, 


1417. 


Biſhop of Durham, then Lord- Chancellor, declared At AI. 
the 


f He was Son to the Duke of Exeter, beheaded at Chefler for a Plot in 
the lat Reign, | 
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the Cauſe of their Meeting, and took for his They 
Confortamini et viriliter agite, et glorioft eritis, n 
© which Words he took Occaſion to expatiate, and tg 
© ſet forth their Happineſs and _— in the Reign of; 
© King, who, during his Father's Life, had ſuppreſſed 
© the Rebellion of the Velſßb; and, fince he came t 
© the Crown, had defeated the dangerous Conſpiracies 
© formed againſt the Church, and againſt his own Per. 
© fon and Government: Who had been fo ptoſperou 
© in War by the Conqueſt of Harfleur, and the Vic. 
© tory at Agincourt, and who now, with continued Sue. 
< cefles, was ſubduing Normandy to the Engliſh Domi. 
nion. That the chief Cauſes of their Meeting were 
© to provide for the keeping of the Peace at Home, and 
© due Obſervation of the Laws; to make Proviſion for 
© the Support of the War, and to take Care for the 
© Defence of the Marches of Scotland. That in all 
© theſe Things it would become them, viriliter agere, to 
© at ſtrenuouſly ; which, if they did, he then aſſured 
© them of Honour and Glory; conſidering, Renune- 
© ratio Virtutum eft Honor.” He concluded, as uſual, 
with defiring the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, and 

eſent him next Day to the Duke Regent. Accord. 


— ingly, on the third Day of their Sitting, Roger Flouer, 
=, — Eſq; was again elected; who, with the common Pro- 


teſtation, was allowed : And, as a Teſtimony of their 


| hearty. Attachment to the King's Intereſt, and Zeal 


Proceedi 


ngs 
zgainſt Sir Job 


Oldcaftle, Lord 
Cobbam, 


* hn 


for the War, on the 17th 92 of December the Com- 
mons, with the Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, grant - 


ed to his Majeſty two full Tenths and Fiſteenths 5. 


We ſhall conclude the Tranſactions of this Parlia- 
ment with an Affair of an extraordinary Nature, which 
came before the Lords; and firſt give what the Record 
relates about it. 

On Tueſday the eighteenth of December, and the 
* twenty-ninth Day of this Parliament, Sir John Ola. 
© cafile, of Cowling, in the County of Kent, Knight, 
© being outlawed upon Treaſorr in the King's- Bench, 
and excommunicated by the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
« bury, for Hereſies, was brought before the Lords L and, 

| ; * havin 
E Sed Pecunia imprimit imperatur, que Sumptus in Copias ſuo T = 


ant; nullus erat, cui id Bellum none maxime Cordi et, videretui- 


gue tam utile guam opportumum, Pol, Verg Lib. XXII. p. 449 · 
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having heard his ſaid Conviction, anſwered nothing King Ha V. 


« thereto in Excuſe : Upon which Record and Proce 


« it was adjudged, That he ſhould be taken as a Traitor 


« to the King and Realm; that he ſhould be carried to 
the Tower of London, and from thence drawn through 
© London to the new Gallows in St. Giles's, without 
© Temple-Bar, and there to be hanged, and burnt hang; 
ing“ The Record out of the King's Bench is at 
large ; the Effect whereof is, That the ſaid Sir John 
© Oldcafile, and others, to the Number of 20,000 Men, 
called Lollards, at St. Giles's aforeſaid, did conſpire to 
«© ſubvert the State of the Clergy, to kill the King, his 


terbury's Inſtrument for his Excommunication is there 
alſo at large. 

A Motion being made, that the Lord Potuis might 
have the Thanks of the Houſe, and the Reward in 
the Proclamation mentioned, for apprehending of Sir 
John Oldcaſtle, Knight, the Heretic, it paſſed in the 
Affirmative. * Quid vultis mibi dare? cries out Wil- 
liam Prynne at this Paſſage, * The Brother of Judas 
(craveth his Reward for betraying the Innocent; where- 
in it is not to be doubted but that his lighter Reward 
{in this World was heavily revenged of God b.“ 

He adds, © Fhe Clergy, at this their own Parliament, 
* ceaſe not to rage and roar after Chriſtian Blood, 
© tanquam Leones rugientes; and whoſoever did the 
Fault, they cry crucify Chriſt, and deliver us Barra- 
© bas; for now all horrible Miſchiefs whatſoever were 
© imputed to the poor Lollards. 

What we have more to add, relating to the Con- 
demnation of this great Man, by his Peers, is chiefly 
from Walſingbam; who, though a contemporary Hiſto- 
ran, yet being a Monaſtic Writer, we may well ſuppoſe 


him 
b Cotton's Abridgement, p. 553. Mr. Goodzoin, the Writer of Henry 
the Fifth's Liſe and Reign, in the Recital of the Contents of his Fourth 
Book, p. 1 50, mentions the Trial of Sir John Oldcaſtle, Lord Cobbam, in 
aliament, as an Article 3 but gives not one Word of it in the Chapter. 
The Price ſet on Oldcaftle's Head, by the King's Proclamation, was 
loco Marks ; with a Promiſe of perpetual Exemption from Taxes to any 
own that ſhonld ſecure him, Fed. Ang. Tom, IX. p. 89. 


enerally Wicklife's Doctrine had affected the Minds of the People. that 


o ſo long Time there was not found any Man whom ſo great a Reward 
ld temꝑt to betray him, 


S K 9 


« Brathers, and other Nobles.“ The Archbiſhop of Can- 


Walſngham makes uſe of this Procl»mation as an Inſtance to ſhew how - 
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11583 


that, | 
When the Parliament was informed- of Sir Jae 
Oldcaſile's being taken in Wales by the Lord Poyi; 
they ordered him to be ſent for up. He was brought 
to on in a Horſe-Litter, having been much wound. 
ed in the Conflict, and placed before the Duke Regent 
and the other Eſtates of the Realm; and the Indid. 
ment drawn up againſt him at the King's Bench, ſome 
Years before, for levying War againſt the King, wa 
read in the Houſe. Being demanded what he could 
alledge in Arreſt of Judgment, he ran out into a Dif. 
courſe very foreign to the Purpoſe, about God's Mer. 
cies ; and that all mortal Men, who would be Fol. 
lowers of God, ought to prefer Mercy above Judgment; 
and that Vengeance pertained only to the Lord, and 
that his Servants ought not to intrench upon this Prero- 
ative of the Almighty. Thus he went on, ſays ou 
uthority, talking widely from the Buſineſs, till, at la, 
the Chief Juſtice deſired the Regent to order the Priſe- 
ner not to make them loſe any more Time, but to an- 
ſwer directly to the Point. After ſome Pauſe, he told 
them, it was a ſmall Thing for him to be judged by 
them, or of Man's Judgment; and then began again 
to ramble from the Queſtion, when the Chief Tube 
once more interrupted him,” and bid him anſwer pe- 
remptorily, if he had any Thing to object againſt the 
Legality of the Proceſs. To this he replied, with a fur- 
prizing Boldnefs, * That he had no Judge amongſt then, 
nor could acknowledge them as Judges, as Jong as his 
© Sovereign Lord * — was living in Scotland, 
Upon this Anſwer a Warrant was inſtantly ſigned for 
his Execution, and he was ordered to be hanged aud 
burnt. The firſt Part of his Sentence was for Treaſon, 
and the other for Hereſy. Accordingly he was execi- 
ted on a Gallows, built on purpoſe in St. Giles's Fields 
being hung by the Neck in a Chain of Iron, and bi 
Body, with the Gallows, conſumed to Aſhes. 
Though this unhappy Nobleman's Paternal Name 
was Oldcaſtle, yet, by marrying the Lady Jean, Grand- 
Daughter to Fohn Lord Cobham, and his Heir, he took 
the Title of Lord Cobham. He was Sheriff of Hen 
fordſbire 
1 Walfngham Hypodig. Neft, p. 590, See alſo J. Stowe's Cir 
P. 355 a 
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frifire, in the eighth Year of Henry IV. and. as aXivg Re v. 


peer, had Summons to Parliament among the Barons 
in the * eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth of that King's 
Reign, and in the firſt Year of Henry V. He had been 
honoured by Henry IV. with a conſiderable Command 
in thoſe Troops, which, in the twelfth Year of his Reign, 
was ſent over to affiſt the Duke of Burgundy againft the 


Duke of Orleans. 
repreſented 


In feveral Parliaments * he had freque 
to three __ a viz. Richard II. Henry IV. 
and — . the 1 ble Abuſes committed by 
the Clergy. | 

In __ he made a Speech in Parliament againft the 
Pope's Power, and againft the Removal of Cauſes to 
Rome to be tried there; upon which an Act paſſed, 
That no Perſon ſhould transfer his Suit to the Pope, 
nor publiſh any Excommunications from him, on 
Penalty of Confiſcatlon of Goods, and perpetual Im- 
priſonment.” | 
In 1395, and in 1406, he preſented to the Parlia- 
ent ſeveral Diſcourſes, concerning a Reformation of 
—— and — in the Church. 

1295 he preſented a Book of his own Compo- 
re —_ Parliament, in which he diſplayed the cor- 
pt Manners of the Prieſts, and annexed ſome Verſes 
4 expoſe their 'abominable Practices, and to excite the 
uſtice of the Magiſtrates to puniſh them. | 
Many are the Diſputes, between the Proteſtant and 
'opiſh Writers, about the Character of this Nobleman, 
ho was the firſt Peer of England that ſuffered for Re- 
gion®, The former crying him up as a Martyr to 
ruth; and the latter treating him with no better 
tles than an Euthuſiaſt, a Rebel, and an Heretic. 
r. Goodwin ſays, He had all the Qualities of a brave 
and gallant tleman, and was equally illuſtrious 
in Arts and Arms: But, if what Valſingbam relates 
his his Behaviour at his Execution be true, that when 


any Perſons of Quality'attended there, the laſt Words 


e ſpoke was to Sir 'Thomas Erpingbam, adjuring him, 
— if 1 aw him riſe fromthe Dead again on the third 
oL. II. | L Day, 
oxes Atts 4 i , 
Cn gs e fe Thin, Tak 
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King HemyV. Day, he would procure that his Seft might live in Puy 
and — s 4, we can look upon him, in this late 
Part of his Life, as little better than a mad Enthuſiaſ. 

In this Seſſion the Letters Patent made for the Biſhy 
of Winchefter, for 21, ooo Marks, to be levied out of th 
Cuſtoms of all Staple Wares ſent from Southampton, y 

ſatisfy the Sum which he had lent the King for th 
War, were confirmed by this Parliament. 
A grievous Complaint _ made of InſurreQion, 
of which the Lollards were ſuſpected to be the Auth 
and Abettors, and a Petition being preſented that Con. 
mifhon at all Times might be granted to inquire af 
them; Anſwer was given, That the Statutes provide inc 
in that Caſe ſhould be executed.” 
There was alſo a Motion offered, that no Colle, Mis t 

for the Clergy ſhould be appointed out of his Deane: 
To which this Anſwer was returned, That theCley 
- © ſhould appoint their Collectors. 


Towns, yet untaken in that Province, eaſily ſubni-ran 
ted themſelves to the victorious King. It was not iim 
the Year 1419 that we meet with another Parliamen ere 
called in England, by the ſame Authority as the forme; 
[for Writs of Summons were iſſued out, in the Regent 
Name, dated Aug. 24, for a Parliament to meet at #4 
minſter on the 16th of October following. [ect 


Anno Regni 7. On the ſame Day the Biſhop of Durham, Lot 
14319- Chancellor, declared the Cauſe of the Summons, bei 
At WW-fiminfter, the R and the other Eſtates of the Kingdom, al 
ſaid, Phat the King's Subjects had great Reaſon 
«© revere him, and pray for his Welfare; ſince, a 
© could not obtain that Peace which he ſo often lou 
© for, he had n and carried on War Timor Ds 
© which, being Principium Sapientiæ, the Effect ol 
< were evidently ſhewn by the many Victories be! 
gained with Honour: All which he took Care 1 
EE ef; ticulat 
4 Adjurans , it fs cerneret eum reſui i a, Pact® 
heron — —— — ö 
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cularly to enumerate. For his Theme he took theſe Kiog Henry v. 
Words, Bonum factentes non 3 and from 
hence told them, That his Majeſty was in 
Health and Spirits; that he deſired his Subjects would 
de careful to obſerve the Laws, and provide for the 
Defence of the Realm; and, conſidering that this 
Enterprize, ſo well begun, could not be now left off 
without imminent Danger, he expected new Provi- 
fions to be made, that he might end the War to his 
own Honour and their Advantage.” 
Aſter the Receivers and Triers of Petitions, for 
wand, Ireland, * and Scotland, with 2 
nd the other foreign Dominions, were appointed, the | 
ommons — Roger Flauer, Eſq; once more, _ 1 
their Speaker; and, on the 1 3th of November, „Time choſen 
ith the Biſhops and Lords, granted to his Majefty Speaker. 
ne full Fifteenth and one Tenth, and one Third of ano- A Subfidy 
her Tenth and a Fifteenth. | 5 
But becauſe it would be long before Money could be 161 J 
nthered from this Subſidy, and the King having great 
Decaſion for a preſent Supply, another Loan was ſet on 
oot, to be paid on the ſame Security as the laſt; that 
„, out of the Moneys ariſing from the Subſidies now 
ranted. We do not find that any of the Commons 
me in to either of theſe Loans; it is probable they 
ere not rich enough in thoſe 2 there were thirty 
ords ſubſcribed to it, amongſt which we obſerve there 
re only ſeven Lay Lords, the reſt were all Biſhops or 
\bbots, with the Prior of Coventry; but it is not there 
peciſied what Sums they each ſubſcribed. 
It was alſo enacted, That the Lords of the Council 
_ have Power to eſtabliſh Orders touching the 

in.“ | 
And, for the keeping the Money within the Nation, 
was enacted, * That all Neceſſaries ſhould be bought 
at home for the King's Soldiers, and ſent to them; and 
alſo that certain W oolls ſhould be bought, and ſent in- EN 
to Normandy to ſell there, notwithſtanding any Statute 
for the Staple made to the contrary.” 

he Queen Dowager's Confeſſar having accuſed her 
r conſpiring the Death of the King, it was ordained, 
That all her Lands and Goods, with thoſe of Roger 
Colles and Petromel Brocart, her Sureties, ſhould be 
L 2 © ſeized, 
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December, 1420, and the eighth Year. of this Rag, 


p 
£ 


The Parliamentary HisToRy 
© ſeized, and pay 1 King, and ſufficient Warrzy 
© was provided for all who ſhould pay the ſame i, 
_ In the Year 1420, and the eighth. of this King, th 

nch War was brought to a Concluſion, by a Marriage 
tween, the Princeſs Catherine of France, and Hey 
ing of England; whereby Henry was declared Regen 
ape eir Apparent. to the Crown of France. In th 

ridgement 0 Records there is a Liſt of the Peers fun; 
ned to a Parliament to be held at Veſminſter on the 
24 Day of Mach this Year, though no farther Accour 
iven of it. But we find, by the Rolls themſelves, thy 
a Parliament was ſummoned by the Duke of Gl 


* 


8 


then Regent, to meet at //e/imin/ter on the 2d Days 


he whole Body being aſſembſed before the Regent, they 
be Seon the Biſhop of Durbam, Chancellor, openel 
h - Seflion in the uſual Manner, and then told then 
That the King their Sovereign had, in his eu 
ſhewn, early Progf of his Courage and Conduct, . 
ſuppreſſing the Rebellion in Wales; and after, by tt 
© Deftruction of the Lellards, to the Abatement of Be 
© relies within the Realm; and that he had fince reo 
© vered the antient Rights belonging to the Crowd 
3 England, in the Parts-beyand Sea towards France; al 
© concluded all. with a blefſed Peace and Unity betuen 
them and their ſometime Adverſary of France, whid 
< muſt be to the great Pleaſure of God, and perpetul 
1 f H appineſs to all this Realm of Engl. 
he C| lor took for his Text Inivit David c 
ium; which how he applied we know not, for he of 
told them, in the Sequel of his-Diſcourſe, That th 
« King, for:divers weighty Conſiderations, being oblig 
*;t0 ſtay abroad ſome Time longer, deſired, abored 
C Things, the Proſperity and good Governance of til 
Realm; and particularly recommended to the Wi 
dom and Care of this Parliament, the Poverty of t 
People, and the great Scarcity of Money there Wi 
©:amongſt them, and to provide ſome Remedy fort 
« great Evil. 
| eee Tie 
I For the fulleſt Account of C n's Conſviracy, ſee Civil 
With 12 — 3 of Queen Joan s Conſpiracy 


— 


f ENGLAND. 


nd the Commons directed to chuſe their Speaker, on 


e uſual Proteſtation, which was pranted. 

The firſt Affair this Parliament went upon was to 
ake an Act, or Ordinance, to this Effect: That for- 
aſmuch as, by the Grace of God, a final Peace was 
itely made between our Sovereign Lord the King and 
he King of France, his Father-in- Law, in ſuch Manner 


be bat our ſaid King is declared Heir and Regent of the 
it calm of France, during the Life-time of his ſaid Father, 


ind to have the ſole Government of the ſame; and that, 
ter his Death, the ſaid Kingdom and Crown of France 
hould be the Inheritance of our Sovereign Lord the 


yi ing, and his Heirs for ever. And as it is moſt like 

cn Wat, for the better Government of both Kingdoms, the 

ig will be obliged to reſide ſometimes in this, and 

el Wometimes in the other beyond Sea, as it may ſeem beſt 
nis Diſcretion ; therefore be it enacted, That, if — = 
th WF :cliament ſhould be ſummoned by the King's Lieute- Conqueſt of 

0 ant, and the King arrive ſoon after the Writs were France. 


ued out of Chancery, yet that Parliament ſhould not 
diſſolved, nor new Summons made; but that it ſhould 


et by Virtue of the former *.” | 
y This was the firſt cautionary Act that was made for 


curity againſt any Inconvenience that might ariſe from 
e uniting of England to France; but the Reader will 
nd ſome much ſtronger in the Sequel. And amongſt 
te Petitions of the Commons in this very Parliament, 
the next after that for Holy Church, and that all Per- 
"ns, Corporations, and Burghs may enjoy their Liber- 
es and Franchiſes, is one to this Effect : 
The Commons, with the Advice and Aſſent of the 
ords Spiritual and Temporal, in this preſent Parliament, 
ay that it would pleaſe your thrice-gracious Lordſhip 
ſupplicate, move, and excite our moſt gracious Sove- 
gn Lord the King, and his no leſs gracious Queen, 
s Conſort, to return and come into this Kingdom, in 
ſhort a Time as it ſhall pleaſe his Majeſty, to the 
eat Comfort, Support, and Relief of his ſaid Com- 
L 3 mons. 
ory Pal. 8 Henry V. No. 7, See alſo Statutes at large, An. ibid. 


The Receivers and Triers of Petitions bein appointed, King ths We 


he next Day they preſented Roger Hunt, Eſq; for that Rocrz Huxr, 
Ofice ; who, being approved on by the Regent, made 3 — N 


Petitions on the 
ſame, 


,, ̃ — 
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mons.'—— The Regent's Anſwer was, © That this R. 
4 queſt pleaſed him very well, and that he ſhould mg, 
© the King as effectually as he could in it l. 

By another Petition this Parliament ®, the Common 
pray, That whereas King Edward, Great Grandfather 
< to the preſent King, held a Parliament at We/tmin/trrin 
< the 14th Year of his Reign over England, and the ff 
© of France, it was Goug t reaſonable that, conſider. 
© ing the Crown of the latter Kingdom was by Right 
« devolved upon the ſaid King, and that, as King of 
© France, this Kingdom would be put under Subjetion 
* to the King and Realm of France for Time to come, 
© the ſaid King Edward, having due Regard for this Na. 
© tion, and that it ſhould never be in SubjeQion or Obe- 
c dience to the other, with the Conſent of that whole Pa- 
© liament granted and eſtabliſhed, for him and his Sue. 
© ceflors, that altho' he was then really King of Fran, 
© and that he ftiled himſelf ſuch, and had alter'd his Arm 
© and Great Seal accordingly, yet that neither this Realm 
s of England nor the People of it, of what Condition ſo- 
© ever, ſhould at no Time be ſubject to him, or his Suc- 
© ceſſors, as Kings of France, but ſhould remain for ever 
© as frank and free, in all Things, as ever they were i 
© the Times of his Noble Progenitors, Kings of England. 

And becauſe that, at this Time, our preſent mol 
© gracious King, by the Help of God and his own gre 

Co rage and Magnanimity, is at preſent Heir and Re- 
of France, and that after the D 
thereof, our ſaid Sovereign Lord and his Heirs vil 
* be, by the Grace of God, Kings of France for ever, tht 
6 it would pleaſe his Noble Grace the Duke of Gloucefr, 
© Regent of England, to ordain and eſtabliſh, by Autho- 
© rity of this t Parliament, that the aforeſaid Grant 
< and Eftabli t, made by the ſaid late King Edwrd, 
< ſhould be kept in all its Points. And further to ordain, 
© by the Authority above, that, by reaſon our ſaid Lon 
© the King is now Heir and Regent of France, and thit 
© he and his Heirs, after the Death of the ſaid Chari, 
© will be Kings of France, that the ſaid Realm of Ex- 


eath of Charles now 


L land, and the 4 of it, of what Eſtate and Condition 


c ſoever, ſhall not be under any Subjection or Obedience 
F to him, or his Heirs and Succeflors, as Regent or Kay 
bo 


1 Rot, Parl, 8 Henry V. No, 137 oy Ibid, No, 25˙ 
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« of France, but ſhall remain free and independent from King Henry V. 


« any ſuch SubjeCtion for evermore. x 
Anſwer. Let the Statute before made be kept and 


uarded. 

p Laſtly, The Commons pray, That becauſe ſeveral 
Lords of this preſent Parliament have ſaid that the Pe- 
« titions of the Commons made now to the Moſt Noble 
prince the Duke of Glouceſter, Regent of England, 
© ſhould not be engroſſed before they were ſent abroad 
to our Sovereign Lord the King, for to have his Royal 
« Aﬀent and Advice, that it would pleaſe the ſaid Duke 
Regent, that all the Petitions now preſented by the 
© Commons ſhould be anſwered and determined within 
© and during this Parliament; and that all Petitions that 
© remain unanſwered ſhould be held for void and of no 
Effect; and that this Ordinance ſhould be in Force 
{and take Place in every Parliament of England for the 
Time to come.” 

The Regent's Anſwer to this laſt Petition was, That 
be would be adviſed by the King *. 

Theſe were all the Remarkables that paſſed in this 
Parliament ; how long it ſubſiſted as ſuch is not ſpecified 
on the Rolls; but it could not be long, becauſe Chrifimas 
was near, and we find no Prorogation. 

The Reader muſt obſerve by theſe laſt Proceedings, 
that a great Jealouſy was then in this Nation, that their 
King's mighty Acquiſitions abroad would not turn to any 
Advantage to them at home; but rather that this ſmall 
Kingdom of England was in Danger of being ſwallow'd 
up and loſt in the much greater Dominion of France. 
This Conſideration, no doubt, cauſed the Patriots of 
thoſe Days to make theſe cautionary Acts, to ſecure, as 
much as poſſible, the Laws, Liberties, and Intereſts of 
this Kingdom from being ſubſervient to thoſe of any 
any other ; which muſt always be in Danger whenever 
any Continental Views interfere with the real Intereſt of 
this Iland. But to proceed with our Deſign. 


The next Year, 1421, King Henry, covered with 
Laurels, came into England with his young Queen, and 
vere both received here with all poſſible Joy and Mag- 
pificence, Soon after the King ſent out Writs far call- 


ing 
L Rot, Patl. 8 Henry V, No, 27. 4 
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King Hary V. ing a new Parliament, dated at Weſtminſter, Feb. 16, 


and to meet there on the ſecond Day of following; 


Anno Regni 9. hen being all aſſembled before the King in the Painted 


Chamber, as uſual, the Biſhop of Durham, till! Lord. 


At W;fminfler, Chancellor, by the King's Command, opened the Cauſe 


of the Summons to this Effect : 

He commended the King highly for many notable 
© Cauſes ; particularly, that notwithſtanding the Vigo. 
© ries and Conqueſts which God had bleſſed his Labour 
c with, he would have nothing afcribed to himſelf, by 
c only to the Moſt High; according to what the Chronic 
< tells us of that very valiant Emperor Julius Cæſar, 
< Qui de Geftis ſuit propriis audire noluit, propter metun 
< Elacionis : And alſo for that which happened to Ju, 
© who, when he was fitting at a Feaſt, and the News 
< came to him of the Death of all his Children, faid, 
© Deus dedit, Deus abftulit, ficut Deo placuit ita faclin 
© oft ; fit Nomen Domini benediftum ; ſo alſo our Sove- 
© reign Lord the King, when he firſt heard of the Death 
© of that Moſt Honourable Prince the Duke of Cl 
< rence, his moſt dear Brother, with the reſt of the vali- 
ant Knights and others flain or taken in his Company, 
© he praiſed God, and thanked him equally for this bis 
6 Viſtation of Adverfity now, as he had-before done in 
© his Proſperity, according to the Prophet, who (aid, 
© Laudans inuacabo Deminum ; and theſe laſt Words the 
© Chancellor took for his Theme.“ Alſo, 

In declaring further the Cauſe of the Summons af 
this preſent Parliament, the Orator obſerved, © That 
< it was for the Reformation of all Riots and Exceſſes 
< which had been made in the Land fince the King went 
© laſt abroad, and particularly by ſome who had been in 
© his Service. That Juſtice might be done to every one, 
© and that the Laws and Statutes of the Realm ſhould 
© be well guarded and obſerved, for the Eaſe and Secu- 
© rity of People. Laftly, For the better Govern- 
© ment of this Nation, the King had called this Parlia- 
© ment to have their good Advice, and Judgments how 
© to bring Matters to ſuch. a Point as would be moi 
© conducive to the King's Honour, moſt profitable to 
+ the whole Community, and moſt pleaſing to Almighty 
o God.” FLY bn Th 

| The 


of ENGLAND. 169 


The good Biſhop cloſed his Diſcourſe with acquaint- King Henry V. 
in FY 2 That Receivers and Triers of Peti- wy 
tions were appointed for Examination of ſuch from all 

5 the Dominions ſubject to the Englih Crown: And 

« told the Commons to retire to their own Houſe andT,,,,.Crav. 
© chuſe a Speaker, ſo as to preſent him the next Day to era, Eſq; cha- 
the King; and accordingly they preſented Thamar gen Speaker a 
Chaucer, Ela; once more; who, making the uſual Pro- — 
teſtation, was accepted. 

We ſhall next give the Heads of all the public Acts 
that were made in this Parliament: And, firſt, an Act 
For regulating the Gold Coin of this Kingdom, then 
faid to be much debaſed by Clippers and Coiners »; to 
call it all into the King's Mint in the Tower of London, 
there to be new-coined, according to the Standard, and 
delivered out again to the ſeveral Owners, allowing rea- 
ſonable Fees to the Mint-Maſter and his Officers. 

An AQ © To give the King a Power, with the Advice 

of his Council, to remove the Staple of Wooll from the Public Acs in 
Town of Calais to ſuch Place as he pleaſed, and ſeem'd this Parliament. 
moſt profitable for him and his whole Kingdom, to 
remain there for three Vears. An Act For givin 
Security to the King's Creditors.” Another Againff 
ignorant Quacks, and Practiſers of Phyſic and Surgery. — 
* Againſt the Scholars of Oxford, for committing divers 
great Riots in that and the neighbouring Counties.“ A 
long and ſevere Act made againſt them. 

3 Beaufort, the rich Biſhop of Vincheſter, and 
legitimate Uncle to the King, it ſeems, had lent him 
a large Sum of Money during the Exigencies of the late 
French Wars, In this Parliament a Perition was pro- 
moted by the Commons to the King and Lords, intima- 
ting, That whereas the Biſhop of Vincheſter had lent 
his Majefty, on his late preſſing Occaſions, and for the 
| Eaſe of his poor Commons, 14,000/. over and above 
* the dum of $306. 185. 8 d. formerly borrow'd of him; 
- bor which the Biſhop” had the King's Letters Patent 
ow Wh granted him for his Security; the Commons now pray 
ol; WF that the ſaid Letters Patent may be ratified and con- 
o firmed in this Parliament, for the greater Security of 
ity be (aid Biſhop, and that they might be entered on the 

{ Rolls of the ſame. . N | 
he Ace 


® Tonſeures et Contrefeiturss. 
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Accordingly we find theſe Letters Patent on the Rolls 
of Parliament. They are very long, but are in full, 
containing a Security, by way of Mortgage, on all and 

ular Subſidies granted to the Crown, to receive them 
at ſuch and ſuch Times of Payment, and Sums, as is 
ſpecified in theſe Patents. Alſo all Manner of Duties 
and Cuſtoms upon all Sorts of Goods and Merchandizes 
imported or exported at the Town of Southampton, and 
ſeveral other Ports in England, till all the Debt due to 
the Biſhop ſhould be fully cleared off and diſcharged. 

The Article of Moment that comes next on the Roll, 
is a formal Inſtrument drawn and entered, containins 
the whole Parliament's Approbation and Ratification of 
the Peace concluded at Troyes between Henry King of 
England and Charles the French King, which was done 
May 21, 1420, juft a Year before. And as this Peace 
had been ratified and confirmed by the three Eftates of 
France, in a Parliament aſſembled at Paris on the 1th 
Day of December laſt before, ſo now the ſeveral Articles 


Froxce confirm's Of it, being firſt carefully read and examined, were in 


dy Pai liament. 


the ſame er agreed to and confirmed by the three 
Eſtates of England, in full Parliament aſſembled at e 
minſ/ler. 

It ſeems as if this Parliament was principally calle 
for the Confirmation of this Peace; for tho? there were 
many Things beſides done at it, and which are on the 


Rolls, yet none regarding the Public, but private Pro- 


perties. It is obſervable alſo, that not one Subſidy wa 
either aſk'd or granted at this Meeting; and, among 
the Petitions of the Commons, with the King's Anſwers 
to them, there are none ſignificant enough for our Put- 
le. 

8 the Sitting of this Parliament (of whoſe Con- 
cluſion there is no Account given on the Rolls) Catherin 
Princeſs of France, whom Henry had married before he 
came into England this Time, and was the ſtrongel 
Cement to this Peace, was crowned at JV2/{min/ler vit 
the greateſt Solemnity. 


Soon after the Breaking- up of this Parliament, Hm) 
found himſelf obliged to go abroad again, againſt hi 
Brother-in-Law the Dauphm of France, who never 
came juto this Peace, but kept a continual ”" . 

ngla 
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Fngland both in this Reign and the next, and even un- King Hang Ve 
till he had regained every Foot of Land in France which 
his Father or himſelf had loſt: However, our Henry V. 
was as ſucceſsful againſt the Dauphin as he had been 
againſt the other, and was carrying on his Conqueſts [165 J 
with great Rapidity. In the mean while the Duke of 3 
Gloucefler adminiſtered the Regency in England with , Regni 
great Wiſdom and Fidelity. This Governor thought 1422. * 
ht to call a Parliament, which met at Veſiminſier on , ,,, . 

the firſt of December, in the ſame Year as the former, — 
The Biſhop of Durbam opened the Seſſion with a for- 

wal Speech, or rather a Sermon, of little or no Signifi- 

cancy; except that in the Concluſion he told them, 

They ought to eſtabliſh good Laws, and defend the 

Frontiers of their Country with manly Courage againſt 

the Scots Invaders.” | | 

On the third Day of their Sitting the Commons pre- Ricnany Bar- 

ſented Richard Baynard, Eſq; ? to the Regent for their Cn 
Speaker ; and the ſame Day, with the Conſent of the e 
Other Houſe, they granted the King one Tenth and one Sublidy, 
Fifteenth, to be levied on the nyt but with this Con- 

dition, ſays Walſingbam, that the firſt Half of it ſhould 

be paid in the Money then current. It was alſo ordain'd, 

© That all ſuch Money, with other, ſhould paſs till the 

25th of March,-if it was not notoriouſly clipp'd and 

waſh'd 1.“ The Gold Coin had been leſſened in the 

Value by Clipping and Waſhing, therefore the Parlia- 

ment ordained, for the Relief of the People, That the 

Receivers of the Tax ſhould take all ſuch light Pieces, 

if they did not want in Weight more than 12d. in the 

Noble; or, if they did, thoſe who paid them were to 

make up the Defect. The People therefore put off their Several Acts for 
Gold as faſt as they could, and hoarded up their Silver *: — is 
By which the King, though then under Neceſſities for 

Money, was contented to loſe almoſt 35. in the Pound, 

tor the Benefit of the People. | 

Several more Statutes were made this Seſſion of Par- 

om relating to the Coinage, the Heads of which are 

as 10 OW, 5 
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om) ; © That 
1 P His Name is ſpelt Barnyard on the Record. 
ever 1 Hift. Ang. p. 406. Nec Tonjione wel Lotione enormiter diminutum, 


with This ſhews that the Cuſtom of clipping and waſhing Money is antient. 
m þ ' Walfingham, ibid. Fabian's Crop, Fol, claxviii, Daniel in Kennet, 
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© That all the Statutes unrepeal'd, concerning the 
and lawful Management of Gold and Silver, Row 
ftriftly obſerved and executed. 

© That the King ſhould appoint his Exchanges of 
the Money of Gold and Silver in the City of Londen, 
and other Towns, to be kept in open Places in High 
Streets, for the Eaſe of the People; and that all who 
came to the Tower of London to have Money new 
coined, ſhould have it delivered to them within eight 
Days, te to the Value of what they brought, 
paying for the Coinage of Gold at the Rate of 55. in 
the Pound; and for coining a Pound of Silver, 154. 
And that fuch who would not bring their Money to the 
Tower, but delivered it into the King's Exchanges, 
— pay a Penny in the Noble, and ſo proportion- 
ably.” 

1388 was, To oblige all the Maſters and Work. 
ers in the Mint to make due and prompt Payment of the 
new Money, either by Weight or Number, to all who 
brought in their old ; and that if there was any Default 
in the new Money, either as to Weight or Alloy, the 
Maſters of the Mint ſhould preſently change it, and melt 
it down.“ | 

Alfo it was enacted, That the Wardens, Surveyors, 
and Minifters of the Exchanges out of the Tower, 
ſhould not divert the Gold and Silver received by them 
to any other Uſe, but ſhould be obliged to bring it to 
the Mint to be coined, that there might be the fuller 


Circulation of Money through the Kingdom.” 


A Mint was alſo eſtabliſhed at Calais, in the ſame 
Manner as at the Tower. | 

And it was likewiſe ordained, ©* That the new-coin'd 
_— ſhould be of as good Alloy and Weight as the 
old.* | 

Alfo, That the Chancellor of England ſhould deliver, 
to thoſe who would have them, good and juſt Weights 


of the Noble, Half Noble, and Farthing of Gold, to 


prevent the People's being abuſed by ſuch as were coun- 


- texrfeit,” 


The Sheriffs and Juſtices of Peace were alſo required 
to make a Search after all Falſifiers of Weights, and to 
keep them in Priſon till they had made Fine and Ran- 
ſom at their Diſcretion, ; 


An 
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* Act having been paſſed Anno 14 Richard II. King Henry V. 


wherein it was ordained, That for every Exchange 
made by Merchants in the Coutt of Rame, or in other 
parts, they ſhould be bound to buy, within three Months 
following, Merchandizes of the Staple, to the Value of 
the Sum ſo exchanged, upon Forfeiture of the ſame: 
And whereas the Merchants had repreſented to the Par- 
lament, that the Time allotted was too ſhort to buy 
ſuch Merchandizes, and. ſhip them; and that, in Default 
of Exchanges, the Money of the Nation would be car- 
ried beyond Se: Wor 

It was therefore enacted, That all Merchants, who 
ſhould make ſuch Exchanges, ſhould be bound perſon- 
ally in the Chancery, by Recognizance, to, buy, within 
nine Months following, the Merchandizes and Com- 


modities aforeſaid.” 


As the Parliament granted the King a Tenth and 


Fifteenth, ſo a Convocatian, which had met at York on 
the 22d of September foregoing, gave him a Tenth; and 
the Duke of Glonceſter required the Archbifhap, by an 
Order, dated Oct. 27, to appoint ſome of his Clergy to 
be the Collectors, and to return their Names into the 
Exchequer before Eater. | | 

This was the laſt Parliament called in the Reign of 


( 167 } 


Henry V. who died of a Dyſentery, Auguſt 31, 1422, The Death of 
at Vincennes, in France, and in the tenth of his Reign b. * 


In the Midſt of his Conqueſts, and in the Zenith of his 
Age was this great King ſnatched away; leaving one 
Son to ſucceed him, an Infant ſcarce nine Months old. 
The glorious Reign of this Prince has furniſhed all 
our general Hiſtorians with Abundance of Matter for 
railing the moſt finiſhed and exalted Character: But 
though his victorious Sword cut them out Work enough 
to follow, yet theſe Inquiries, under a civil Capacity, 
have not been much enriched thereby ; for Henry 
ſtrictly purſued his Father's laſt Advice to him; and, by 
amuſing his Subjects with this foreign War, kept them 
all quiet and peaceable at home. By theſe Means his 
Title to the Crown was never once called in Queſtion 
all his Reign; and as long as either England or France 
remain, or any Memoirs continue in either of m_ 
is 

d There is an Inſtrument in the Public As, dated Tefte Rege apud Ca- 


firum de Bois de Vincen. 30 Die Auguſti, which was the Day before he died. 
Fed, Arg, Tom, X, p. 251, 
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King Ha V. his Virtues and brave Actions will, be revered and cele. 


brated, as the Glory of the one and the Terror of the 
LIE | 


To cloſe up this poor and imperfect Sketch of this 
great Prince's Character, we ſhall only add what a con. 
temporary Monaftic Chronicle has left us of it. It i; 
there ſaid that Henry V. at his coming to the Crown, 
made it one of his firſt Acts to convey King Richard 
— Ana Langley, where it had been ignobly interr'd, 
to Meſminſter, and depoſited it near the Tomb of $t, 
Edward, King and Confeſſor. This was done, accord: 
ing to the Piety of thoſe Times, to make ſome Attone- 
ment for the Cruelties exercifed againſt Richard, as his 
Depoſition, and Sentence of perpetual Impriſonment, 
which this King Henry by no Means approved of; and 
all thoſe who had been inſtrumental in his Death, he 
look'd upon as guilty of High Treaſon ©. 


Taxes in this King's Reign. 


Taxes granted in In his firſt Year. be had the like Subſidy on Stag 


his Reign; 


Ware, Tonnage, and Poundage, for four Years, as had 
been given to his Father in the 1.3th Year of his Reign, 

In his ſecond Year an Act was paſſed, whereby the 
Priories Alien, who depended on ſome Capital Abbie: 
in Normandy, that received the Profits of them, ſhould 
be veſted in the King for carrying on a War againk 
France. | 

The ſame Year the Parliament granted him tuo 
whole Tenths and two whole Fifteenths, to be levied 
on the Laity. | | 

In his third Year, in a Parliament called by Jv 
Duke of Bedford, then Regent, there was granted the 
ſame Subſidy on Wooll, &c. with the ſame Tonnage 
and Poundage as in his firſt Year, but to hold during 
the King's Lite, They alſo gave one Fifteenth and 
one Tenth to ſupport the War againſt France. 

In his fourth Year he had two whole Tenths and tuo 
Fifteenths, to be levied on the Laity ; the Clergy all 
granted two Tenths on their own Body : But this being 

not 


tionem, nullatenus approbans; ſed omnes qui Cauſa cjus Mort:s extiterant, 
Proditionis reos fore dijudicans, Hiſt, Croylandenfis Continuatio, 
A. 1414. 


* © Qui quidem Regis Richardi Depoſitionem, ac 4 perpetuam Incarcr® 
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not ſufficient, he was obliged to pawn his Crown and King Henry v. | 
Jewels to carry on the French War. | 
In his fifth Year he had two full Tenths and Fif- | 
teenths. | 
His fixth Year was wholly ſpent on the Conqueſt of [ 169 } 
France, But | 
In his ſeventh Year the Parliament granted to his 
Majeſty one Fifteenth and one Tenth, and one third 
Part of another Tenth and Fifteenth. | 
In his ninth Year he had one Tenth and one Fif- 
teenth, The Clergy a Tenth. 
Our Hiſtorians are very deficient in noting the Prices 
of Proviſions in this Reign ; their Pens are fo employed 
in deſcribing the glorious Victories of this Enghb Hero, 
that they ſeem almoſt to have forgot Domeſtic Affairs. 
Fabian's Chronicle however tells us, That, in the Year 
1416, Wheat was ſo dear as to be ſold for 16s. a 
Quarter: And that in 1422 it ſold for 8 5. and Malt And Value of 
at 55. A Ram ſold alſo for 8 d. and by the Parliament Money. 
Rolls we find that Gaſcoign Wines were ordered to be 
ſold * 64, a Gallon; Rheniſh and Rochelle Wines 
at 44. 


HENRY 
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E VR cbel Binh was\.an Infant of ious nite 


Mane old when he began his Reign. Some Ay. 
thors affirm, that he was proclaimed King of all kj 


N. Aceeflion of Dominions, both at Loadox and Paris; but he coul 
King Aug Vi. not then be ſo proclaimed King of France, becauſe 


Anno Regni 1, 
1422. 


- AtWefminſer, 


Kingdom, bad Work enoug 


Poſters, 


© bernie, omnibus ad quos, Cc. Salutem, 


Charles Vi. was ſtill living; and, by the Freaty of Troy, 
the King of England was not to be ftihed King of Fran, 
till after Charless Death. But that happening ven 
ſoon” after, for he died within eſs than two Months 0 
King Henry V. the Infant King was proclaimed King of 
France und England, in Paris, and in the other Pant 
of France, by the Name of Henry the Second in that 
a though the Sixth in England. John Duke 
of Rau, the young King's Uncle, was conſtitutei 
Regemof France ;. and after the Death of Charles, who 
was'the'ftrongeſt:Support to the Engl Intereſt in that 
| h pon bis Hands to defent 
what they had got from the 'EEorts of the Dauphin of 
France, who caaſed himſelf alio to be crowned King u 


Whilſt theſe Affairs were in various Agitation 
abroad, the ſame Year, Anno 1422, Writs of Sum- 
mons were iſſued out, in the young King's Name, dated 
September 29, for a Parliament to meet on the Mandi 
next before the Feaſt of St. Martin, at We/iminfir, 
And, on the ſame Day, before any other Buſineſs ws 

n, a Commiſſion directed to Humphrey Duke d 
Gloucefler, the King's Uncle, empowering him to hold 
the Parliament in the King's Name, was read in the 
Preſence of the ſaid Duke, fitting in the Painted Chan- 
ber, and before the Lords and Commons — 

1 


a The Commiſſion itſelf, being one of the firſt Acts of State done iy 
this Infant King, may not be incurious to the Reader. | 
Henz1icus, Dei Gratia, Rex Angliz, et Franciz, et Dominus Hi 


Sciatis guod, cur, de Aviſamento Concilii noi, pro quibuſdam andui d 
zrpgentibus Negottis, nos, Statum et — Rega neftri Angliz, 4 
le Anglicanz, contingentibus, qu Parliamentum noſtrum, 

eſtmonaſterium, Die Lune, proximo ante Feflum Sancti Martini, pra- 
imo futurum, teneri ordinaverimus. Et guia vero, propter certas Caulay, 
ad Parliamentum prædictum, perſonalitery non poterimus intereſle ; « 
de Circumſpectione et Induſtria, cariffimi Avunculi noftri, Humftedi Duct 
Slouceſtriæ plenam Fiduciam reportantes ; idem Awvnncult naſtro, _ 7 1 
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bury, by Command of the ſaid Duke, the King's Com- 
miffioner, declared the Cauſe of calling the ſaid Parlia- 
ment, and took for his Theme, Principes Populorum 
congregati ſunt cum Deo. 

In diſcourfing on which Words he introduced many 
notable Examples and Apothegms ; and, amongſt them, 
obſerved, * That God of his great Mercy had left Iſſue 
© unto them of the moſt victorious Prince Henry, be- 
© ootten of the Royal Blood of France, whereby the 
© ſame Iſſue was now become King of England and 
© France, That, as all Perfections were comprized 
© within the Number of Six, ſince God had made all 
Things in fix Days, ſo his divine Majeſty was to ac- 
t compliſh the good Beginnings of the famous fifth 
© Henry, in the fixth Henry his Sos; who, he added, 
© would that all Eſtates and Perſons ſhould enjoy their 
t full Liberties.” He then declared, © That, conſider- 
ing the King's tender Age, this Parliament was called 
« for three Cauſes; the fi, for the good CE of 
© the King's Perſon; the ſecond, for preſerving the Peace; 
© and, /a/tly, for the ſure Defence of the Realm. But, 
* that it principally imported them to provide ſome ho- 
* nourable and diſcreet Perſons for the Governance 
* aforeſaid, in which they all ought to give the- beſt 
Advice, he defired them, in this, to follow the Counſel 
which Jethro gave to Moſes in Exodus, viz. Such as 
* feared God, wiſe, religious, hating Covetouſneſs, puiſ- 
* fant, &c.” And then concluded with defiring the Com- 
* mons to chuſe a Speaker, and preſent him next Day to 
the Duke.” 

Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appointed 
or England, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, with Gaj- 
Vor. II. M coigny, 


um, et in eo procedendum, | et ad faciendum omnia et fingula, que pro nobis. 
ber nos, pro bong Reginune et Gubernatione Regni woflr: praedifti, at 
lorum Dominiorum neſirbrum, eidem Regno nafiro pertinentium, ibidem 
1110 werint facienda, Nec non ad Parliamentum illud finiendum et diſſoluendum, 
e Aſſenſu Confilit neflri, plenam, tenore Prafentium, committimus Poteſta- 
n,—Dantes ulterivs, de Aſſenſu ejuſdem Cor filit noſtri, tam unis, erſis et 
| gulix Archiepi copts, Epiſcepis, Abbatibus, Prioribus, Ducibus, Camitibus, 
paronibus, et Militibus, quam omnibus aliis quorum intereſt, ad Parliamen- 
n nſirum prediftum conventuris, fimiliter Tenore Preſentium, firmiter in 
22 landatis, quod eidem Awuncula neftro intendant in Pramiſſis, in ' Forma 
2 pradita, In cujus, Cc. 

4%e Rege apud Weftmonaſterium ſexto Die Novembris, per Breve de 
vato Sipilly, Fad, Ang. Tem, X p. 257. Rot, Pail, 1 Henry VI. 
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After which Henry Chicheley, Archbiſhop of Canter- King Henry VI, 


Wet 


[ 1172 J 
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King Henry VI. 


RocrrFLrouEgR)y 
Eſq; a fourth 
Time choſen 


Speaker, 


poin 
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The Parliament likewiſe ſaid, that the Protector's Salary was ſettled tht 
names Guardians at 8000 Marks a Year, The Parliament alſo oppo | 


for the young 
King. 
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coigny, other foreign Parts, and the Ifles, on Tuſdg, 
being the ſecond Day of the Parliament, the Common 
preſented Roger Flower, Eiq;* to the Duke and Lorg; 
for their Speaker ; who, with the uſual Proteſtaticn, 
was allowed. | 

The two Biſhops of Durham and London, the for. 
mer having been Chancellor of England in the late 
Reign, and the other Chancellor of the Duchy of Ny. 
mandy, who had both delivered the ſeveral Seals of 
their Offices to the Duke of Glouceſter, prayed to be 
diſcharged by Act of Parliament, and that the fame 
might be inrolled ; which was granted. It was then 
alſo enacted, That the King's Stile and Titles ſhould 
be changed, and that upon all his Seals ſhould be en- 
graven this Motto, Henricus Rex Franciæ & Anglie, 
& Dominus Hibernie. ä 

At the Requeſt of the Commons, the Duke of Cl 
ceſter declared to them, that the King had appointed 
the Biſhop of Durham to be his Chancellor; V illin 
1 Treaſurer of England; and Jobn Staffni, 
to he Keeper of the Privy Seal; for all which Office 
their Patents were made, and confirmed by Pali 
ment. 

The King, by his Letters Patent, confirmed alb 
by Parliament, appointed Fobn Duke of Bedford Pro 


—_— ap- tector and Defender of the Realm and Church of E- 


land, and Chief Counſellor to the King; but becauſe 
the ſaid Duke was then beyond the Seas, it was enadte, 
That, during his Abſence, Humphrey Duke of Glu 
© cefler ſhould ſupply the ſaid Office; which ſaid Duke 
© took upon him the Dignity aforeſaid, under a Pio 
© teſtation that it ſhould be no Prejudice to the Right 
© of his Brother. And it was alſo enacted, © That tbe 
© Protectors ſhall, during the King's Minority, diſpoſe 
© of all the Offices of the Foreſts, | ven of Parks, an 
© Warrens ; and that all Benefices in the King's Git, 
© being above the. Value of twenty Marks, ſhould con- 
© tinue in their Diſpoſal. during their Lives: And iti 


b Rogier Floure on the Record, 

© The Inſtrument for conſtituting the Duke of Bedford Protector, ui 
in his Abſence, the Duke of Claucgler, is alſo in the Public 4% 
Tom. X. p. 261. ; 
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Education, who were Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, 
and Henry his Brother, Biſhop of Vinchęſter, both Great 
Uncles to the King. 

And it was then enacted, That all Eſtates ſhould 
© have their Liberties confirmed, which have not been 
© revoked, without the Word Concedimus to be in any 
© of the ſaid Confirmations: And that all Writs, 
« Commiſſions, and Dependants of the ſame, made by 
© the King's Council, relating to this Parliament, be 
confirmed by the Authority of the ſame. 

And whereas the late King Henry V. conſtituted 
© and appointed Henry Lord Fitz- Hugh, Walter Hun- 
' rerford, Walter Beauchamp, Lewis Robſart, William 
Porter, Robert Babthorpe, Knights, and Fohn Wood- 
« bouſe and John Leventborpe, Eſquires, Executors of his 
{Laſt Will and Teſtament, the King granteth now to 
them 40,000 Marks for the Performance of the ſaid 
Will, and 19,000 Marks due to the Executors of 
Henry IV. by Overſight of the Superviſors of the ſaid 
Will from the Duke of Gloucęſter, and other Lords 
there named.” A Schedule thereto annexed containeth 
he King's Letters Patent for the ſaid Sum. 

The Commons, with the Aſſent of the Biſhops 


Woollen or Staple Wares, "Tonnage and Poundage, 
as formerly, for two Years to come .“ And it was 


179 


ed Governors to take Care of the King's Perſon and King Henry Vis 


and Lords, granted to the King the ſame Subſidy on q Subfidye) 77 


ied, o enacted, © That all ſuch Petitions as are not de-The Covern 
(u- i termined in this Parliament, ſhall be referred to the ment eſtabliſhed 
e King's Council, to be concluded according to their durieg the Mi- 
1 Diſcretion. Alſo certain Biſhops, and Lords and 

an others, were then named to be Counſellors anll Aſſiſt- 

te ants to the Lord-ProteQor in the Governance afore- 

(pol WWW aid. And that all Juſtices of Peace, Sheriffs, Eſ- 

, and cheators, Collectors of the Cuſtoms, Comptrollers, 

Git WY Weighers, Searchers, and other Officers be placed, or 

a placed, at their Determination. That theſe Coun- [ 174]. 
| ſellors may have the Advantage of all Manner of 


ards, Marriages, Farms, and other Caſualties of 
e crown. And that nothing be ordained in Coun- 
il but by Six at the leaſt, or more; and, in all great 


M 2 © Cauſes, 
' The Grant of this Subſidy is entered on the Rolls in the Engliſs of the 


mes, as was the laſt, 
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King Han VI. Cauſes, by all, or the greateſt Part of them; ang, 


Several good 
Laws paſied. 
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when the King is to be conferred withall, that nothino 
© be done without the Aſlents of the Dukes of Bedford 
and Glouce/ier. That the Treaſurer of England and 
* the two Chamherlains of the Exchequer may hate 
each of them a Key to the King's Receipt ; but that 
they de ſworn, in Counct}, to make none privy thereto 
© but the Members thereof. That the Clerks of the 
Council be {worn to take down duly the Names df 
* ſuch of the Coonſelfors as attend, and to regiſter trul 
© al] their Ordinances.* All which Articles were en. 
acted and confirmed by Parliament; with a Provide 
That all ſuch Officers as held the ſame for Life, « 
* otherwiſe, may be allowed to appoint Deputies, any 
© of thefe Articles notwithſtanding.” 

Theſe excellent Rules and Ordinances being ratified 
in Parliament, all poſſible Care was taken for the goo! 
Governance of the Realm, during the King's Minority, 
The other moſt memorable Tranſactions of this Parla- 
ment were, firſt, a Statute was enacted, * That al 
© ſuch as were impriſoned in any of the King's Goals 
* for Hereſy, ot Lollardy, ſhould be delivered to tie 
Ordinary to be puniſhed.” 

© Upon two Petitions of Katharine, Queen Dowagr 


made between the French King and Henry V. his Fs. *f 
© ther, by two Letters Patent, granted to the ſaid Queen K 
for her Dowry, ſundry Manors, Cuſtoms, and other * 

0 


Hereditaments in the Principality of ales and Duc . 
© of Lancaſter, there named, to the clear yearly Vale Je 
© of 40,900 Crowns, two of which are to be of the rel F 
Value of an Engliſh Noble; all which Dowry anc the * 
Letters Patent were confirmed in Parliament with &- 
< veral Proviſos.” The whole is of a very great Lengl 0 
* on the Roll. | = th 

Ann, Counteſs of Stafford, Daughter and Heir u.“ 
© Eleanor, one of the Daughters and Heirs of Hunplyn 
© de Bohun, late Earl of Hereford, Eſſex, and Nertban) uy 
© ton, and Conſtable of England, recited a Parti 
© made between Henry V. and her, of the Earl's E 7. 
© heritance, in the ninth of his Reign, at which TW: -. 
© certain Knights Fees in groſs were not divided; 


© wherefore ſhe now prayeth Remedy for thoſe, rn. 
„el e Stat 
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c well as concerning certain Members belonging to the King Herry vi- 


Caſtle of Brechnoch in Wales. 

Anſwer. The King's Council fhall have Power, by Au- 
tharity of Parliament, to ſettle the ſame. - 

« Bartholomew Goldbeater, Maſter of the Mint, with- 
ein the Tower, requireth larger Commiſfion, touching 
the Coinage and Exchange of Money, in the ſaid 
Tower, although it be ordered by the King that no 
« Minter ſhould hold the Exchange; an Ordinance was 
© made that the ſaid Maſter ſhould keep the Exchange 
« till the next Parliament, ſo that he take not above 
three Half-pence for the Exchange of a Noble.” 

It was enacted, * That Themas Chaucer, Chief Butler 
© to the King, ſhall hold the ſaid Office during his Life, 
according to the Letters Patent made to his Father 


A Statute was made © That the King's Council 
© might aſſign Money to be coined in as many Places 
© as they pleaſed.— Another, That all the Statutes 
* relating to Purveyors ſhall be proclaimed, in every 
County, four Times in a Year.—W hat Sort of r:i/h- 
nen, only, may come to dwell in England. 

That the Maſter of the Mint ſhall ſend to the Mint 
© to be coined all the Gold and Silver that ſhall come 
to his Hands by Exchange. A certain Allowance 
* ſhall be made to thoſe who were returned to ſerve 
King Henry V. in his Wars out of the Gains of the 
* War*, Thoſe Jewels which King Henry V. did 
mortgage, ſhall be "redeemed or forfeited, ſaving the 
Jewels of the Crown ©. 

The laſt Thing that we find worth Notice, amongſt 
the TranſaCtions of this Parliament, is * That Humphrey 
Duke of Glouceſter had granted to him, by Authority 
of the ſaid Parliament, the Offices of Lord Great- 
Chamberlain and Conſtable of England, with all the 


Profits thereunto belonging, to continue to him du- 


ons, this Parliament, are but few, and thoſe of no 
dreat dignificancy, | 


The next Year another Parliament was called by 

Writs, dated Septamber the firſt, returnable on the 20th 

M Day 

4 Theſe are ſaid to be maimed or decrepid Soldiers, ca led now Invalidge 
e Statutes et large, An, 1 Henry VI. cap. I, 2, 3, 4,8. | 


6 Gerffry Chaucer, and to himſelf by King Henry IV.“ 


ring the King's Pleaſutre. The Petitions of the Com- 
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King Henry VI. Day of Oclober following. It is remarkable, thy , 


Anno Regni 2. 
142 3+ 


At Weſtminfier, 


Names of the 
Peers. | 


177 J 


much ſmaller Number of Peers were ſummoned to thi 
and the laſt Parliament, than uſually ; from whence ge 
conclude, that the greateſt Part of the Engl; Nobility, 
at that Time, were engaged abroad, as Governors (j 
ſome conquered City, Town, or Fortreſs ; or other. 
wiſe with-held by ſome important Poſt in the Arny, 


A Lift of thoſe called to this Meeting is as follows: 


Humphrey Duke of Glou- 


ceſter. 
Henry Earl of Northumber- 
land. a 


Ralph Earl of Veſtmore- 
land. 

Thomas Lord De la War. 

William Lord Ferrers, of 
Groby. 
obn Lord Welles. 

Yam Lord Gray/tock. 

Reginald Lord Grey, of 
Ruthin. 

John Neville, Lord Laty- 


mer. 
Richard Lord Strange. 


Robert Lord Poynings. 

Milliam Lord Bottreauy, 

Thomas Lord Dacre, 9 
Gland. 

William Lord Clinton. 

William Lord Harringt, 

Themas Earl Marſhal. 


Edmond Karl of 


March. 
Thomas Duke of Exe- . 
fer. 
Richard Earl of Mar- 
wick, 
James Lord Audley. 
Richard Lord Cromwell. 
Henry Lord Fitz-Higb. 


On the Day of the Meeting of this Parliament, 
Commiſſion was again read to conſtitute the Duke d 
Glouceſter Lord Preſident ® ; and, by his Command, the 
Biſhop of Durham, Lord-Chancellor, opened the Cai 
of the Summons under this Text, 

Deum timete, Regem honorificate, 

On theſe Words he argued, * That we ought to fen 
© God, even with a Child-like Fear; guoniam qui tint 
Deum, diligit eum, et tunc illuminabitur Cor «ju, 
And that the King ought to be honoured, ſince nos 
© this Realm had attained their Wiſh ; which waz 


© that the Kin 


of England might alſo be King d 


France. And ſince this great Undertaking was brough 

about by the Labour and Conqueſts of their preſent 

« Kings 
f Theſe four are placed in both the Liſts after ſeveral of the Bun 

Omitted in this Liſt, James Lord Berkeley, 

s The Commiſſion is in the Public As, dated at Weftminfer, 0%. . 

Tom. X. p. 310; And Rot, Parl. 2 Henry VI. 


a. . EE Go —— EE. 


— 
— — 


f ENGLAN D. 


« King's Father, they ought to honour him equally for King Henry VI, 


© it; for Omnis qui diligit eum qui genuit, diligit et eum 
« qui natus eft ex illo. 

That all the Lords of the Council, appointed by the 
« ]aſt Parliament for the Regency, and for the due Ob- 
« ſervation of the Peace, during the King's Minority, 
pere aſſembled, in order to take the Advice and Con- 
« ſent of Parliament, towards perfecting the ſame.” 
Then he deſired the Commons to chuſe their Speaker 


and preſent him to the Duke, the King's Commiſſioner 


in this Parliament. 
The Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- 


The Buſineſs of this Parliament was chiefly theſe : 

© Whereas *Fohn Lord Talbot, of Furnival, being 
© the King's Lieutenant of Ireland, had accuſed James 
© Butler *, Earl of Ormond, of certain T reaſons com- 
© mitted in that Kingdom; which Accuſation was then 
© depending before John Duke of Bedford, Earl Mar- 
© ſhal of England, in his Marſhal's Court; the King, 
© to take up the Matter betwixt them, doth, by Aſſent 
© of Parliament, utterly aboliſh the ſaid Accuſation, and 
all Suits upon the ſame.“ The Accuſations are par- 
ticularly recited in the Record. 

A Committee of the Commons were appointed to 
wait upon the Duke of Glouceſter, and to give him their 
hearty Thanks for vouchſafing to communicate to them 
the Treaty with the Scots Ambaſſador, for the Delivery 
and Marriage of James King of Scotland; which they 
greatly approved of. 

An Ordinance was made, That the Mint-Maſter in 
* the Tower ſhall keep the Exchange, allowed him by 
the laſt Parliament, during the King's Pleaſure.” And 
it was enacted, at the Petition of the Northern Counties, 
* That a Coinage ſhould be at York, during the King's 
* Pleaſure ; and that all Perſons do bring in their Gold, 
* there to be new coined, which is not of full Weight. 

Theſe are all the Acts and Ordinances which were 
made in the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, which was 
adjourned the 17th Day of December, on Account of the 
approaching Feſtival, to the 15th of January ny”; 4 

n 


a Boteller on the Roll, 


ed, the Commons preſented John Ruſſel, Eſq; as r 


Speaker; who, with the uſual Proteſtation, was allowed, Speaker. 
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On the Day prefixed being again aſſembled, the rf 
Thing that they went upon was a Grant of a Subſidy 
to the King. This Inſtrument is firſt entered on the 
Roll, dated Feb. 8; and therefore we place it here, 
though it was not preſented till Feb. 28 following, th 
laſt Day of this Parliament. 

This Grant is alſo in Engliſh, and contains a Subſidy 
of 33s. 4d. on Engliſh Merchants, for every Sack of 
Wooll; and for every 240 Pound Weight of Wool 
fells, 345. 4d. and of Aliens a Subſidy of 43s. 4, for 
Wool], and for Fells the ſame ; alſo a Sublidy of Ton- 
nage and Poundage on Aliens, for every Ton of Wine 
35. and for every twenty Shillings Worth of Merchan. 
dize imported or exported, 12 d. from the Feaſt of gt. 
Martin then next coming, unto the End of two Year 
then next following, with ſome Reſtrictions too long 
to inſert; but no Fifteenths or Tenths granted in this 
Parliament. 

The next we find on Record are the Names, or 
Titles, of the Council aſſigned, during the King's In- 
fancy, to govern this Kingdom under the Lord-Protec- 
tor, VL. | 

The Duke of Glouceſter, 

The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhops of Lon- 
don, Wincheſter, Norwich, and Worceſter ; the Lord- 
Chancellor and Lord-Treaſurer; the Lord Privy-Seal; 
the Duke of Exeter; the Earls of March, I[/arwic, 
Mareſcbal, Naorthuntberland, and Weſtmoreland ; the 
Barons Cremwell, Fitz- Hugh, Bourghchier, and Scrote; 
Sir Walter Hungerford, Sir Jobn Tiptoft ; Themas Chau- 
cer and 1/: {tam Alilynton, Eſqrs. 

Theſe Biſhops, Noblemen, &c. when they accepted 
of being Privy Counſellors to the King, defired that 
they might have a Schedule of Inſtructions to act by 
given them, which were drawn up for them, and are on 
the Roll, in the Englifþ of the Times, as follow: 


Y E ben certein Proviſions for the Good of tie 
Governance of this Land, that the Lords which ben 

of the King's Connſaill deſireth, | 
Firſt, That my Lord of Glouceſter, ne noon other Man 
of the Counſaill, in no Suyte that ſhall be maad unto hin, 
fhall no Favour grante nether in Billes of Right, ne if 


1 


ſaill, and the Party ſuyng to have Anſwer. 
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Office, ne of Benefice that loongeth to the Counſaill, but King Henry VI. 


4 to anſwer that the Bull ſhall be ſeen by all the Coun- 

tem, That all the Billes that bull be put into the 
Cnmſaill, Huld be onys in the Week at the left, that is 
to ſaie on the Wedneſday, redd byfore the Counſaill, and 
ther Anſweres endorced by the ſame Counſajll, and on the 
Friday next folowyng declared to the Partie ſuyng. 

lem, That all the Billes that comprehende Materes 
terminable at commune Lawe, that ſeemeth noght fenyd, 


he remittyd there to be determined; but if ſo' be that the 


Diſcretion of the Counſaill feel to grete Myght on that oq 
Side and unmight oo that other *, | 

Item, I ſo be that eny Matere ſuyd in the Counſaill 
falle into diverſe Opinions, that ooleſs than the more Part 
of the Counſaill, beyng preſent in the Tyme of Diſcord 
fall to that oo Part, that it be noght enacted as aſſentid, 
and the Names of both Parties enact, by the Clerk of the 
Counſaill, theyr Aſſent or Diſaſſent. | 

item, That in all Suytes that ſbuld be maad to the 


Counſaill, in Materes whois Determation loongeth unte 


the Counſaill ; but if it be ſo that thay touch the Weel of 
the King, our Soverain Lord, or of his Reaume, haſtily 
ts be ſped, ellys that they be noght enacted and don by 
the Counſaill, oo leſſe than to the Nombre of fix, or three 
at the leaſt, of the Counſaill, and the Officers that ben 
preſent be of con Aſſent, and, atte all Tymes, the Names of 
thiſe Senteures to be wryten with thar owen Hand in the 
ame Bille. EN. 

Item, Foraſmache as it is to grete a Shame, that into 
Straunge Countries our Soverain Lord ſhall write his Let- 
tres by th' Advys of his Counſaill, for ſuch Materes and 
Perſones turiteth in his Name, and ſingular Perſones of 
the Counſalll to write the contrarie ; that it be ordeined 
vat no Man of the Counſaill preſume to deo it on Pain 
of Shame and Reproef. 

Item, That the Clerk of Counſaill be ſworne, that 
every Day that the Counſaill ſitteth on any Billes, betwixt 
Partie and Partie, that he ſball, as far as he can eſpye, 
worch ts the poreſt Suyter's Bills, and that firſt to be redd 
ind anſwered; and the Kyng's Sergeant to be ſworne trewly 
[ud plainly to geve the pore Man, that for ſuch is accept 
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Orders relating was granted. And that the ſaid Executors ſhall han 
to Payment of 6 all the Wards, Marriages, Goods, Debts, and Chatte 


the late King's 
Debts, 


flices, which be lerned both in his Prerogatifs and his an- 
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to the Counſaill, Afiſtence and trewe 47 0g in his Me. 
tere ſo to be ſuyd, without any Good taking of m, an 
_— of Diſcharge of theyr Office. 

tem, Foraſmoche as hit is likly that many Matera 
Hull be treted afore the Counſaill, the which toucheth tj, 
Kyng's Preregatif and Frehold, or that a Partie an 
other of his Sougets o that other, in the which Malern 
the Counſaill is not lerned to keep the Kyng's Rights ani 
the Parties both, withoute the Advys of the Kyng's Ju. 


mune Lawe ; that in all ſuch Materes his Juges be call 
thereto, and theyr Advys, with theyr Names alſe, 1 l. 
entered of Record what and howe thei determine ani 


advyſe thereinne. 


We have given theſe Inſtructions in the true Diion 
and Orthography of the Times, tho' ſcarce intelligibe 
now; as well to ſhew how the Exgliſb Language varies 
from Age to Age, as to exhibit theſe Articles of Go- 
vernment which the Parliament thought fit to impol 
upon the Council, and even on the Protector himſel. 


We now proceed to the Buſineſs done in this ſeconl 
Seſſion of this Parliament. 

On the Petition of the Executors of the Laſt Wil 
© of Henry IV. the King had, by his Letters Paten, 
© afligned the Payment of 40,000 Marks to the Execu- 
© tors of Henry V. to the End that the laſt Executor 
© ſhould pay the firſt, and alſo diſcharge the Will « 
© Henry V. which Letters Patent were confirmed by 
© Parliament. The faid Executors prayed, That the 
s might have the Jewels, Plate, and Goods of the fail 
© King Henry V. to the Value of 40,000 Marks; wid 


© which were the ſaid King's, for the Payment of hi 
© Debts.” But then it was enacted, That the Exec 
© tors of both the late Kings ſhall pay all their Debt 
© as well thoſe due by Talley as by Debentures.” "i th; 
the ſame Time an Act was paſſed, © To ſecure H toc 
© Perſons who had only the late King's Jewels in 12 7; 
© and that they ſhould not be obliged to deliver the m Ge 
till their Debts were paid, And that the Biſhop ® 

he india 
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Vincbeſler, who lent the King 20,000 Marks on the King Hezry VI; 


« Crown, ſhould have Letters Patent to receive the ſaid 
« Sum out of the Cuſtoms. 

The Biſhop of Durham, Executor to Henry Bowett, 
late Archbiſhop of Tori, and others, petition'd the Parlia- 
ment To order the Payment of goo/. lent to King 
Henry V. on a Tabernacle of Gold, once belonging 
© to the Duke of Lancaſter ; and to be diſcharged from 
the ſaid: Executors on the Delivery of the ſaid Taber- 
£ nacle ; which, by common Aſſent, was confirmed. 
On the Petition of Katharine Queen of England, A 
© new Dower was affigned her, inſtead of the other 
granted by the laſt Parliament, it being, in many 
places, found faulty and erroneous. Laſtly, John Staf- 


That the Schedule, indented, made between him on 
the one Part, and the Executors of Henry V. on the 
© other, relating to the Goods of the ſaid King, deli- 
$ vered to the ſaid Executors, to the Value of 40,000 
Marks, might be confirmed by Parliament, and he be 
© diſcharged thereof; which was granted.“ The Inven- 
tory of theſe Goods are on the Record, containing the 
Jewels, Cloths of Arras, Apparel, and other Particulars, 
with the Prices annexed to them, to a — great Length; 
wherein, ſays Prynne, may be ſeen the Frugality of the 
late King, there being ſome plain Gowns of his not 
worth 40s. with other leſs coſtly Apparel, and ſuch as 
the worſt Pages of the leaſt Nobleman, in our Days, 
would ſcorn to wear. : 

The Parliament having thus honourably provided for 
the Payment of the late King's Debts, an Aﬀair of more 
public Concern came before them. James King of 
Scotland had been a Priſoner in England ever ſince the 
Reign of Henry IV. wherein the Policy rather than the 
Juſtice of this Detention muſt be commended. How- 
ever, it was now thought, that if the Scots King was ſet 
at Liberty, Things might be ſo managed with him, that 
a firm and laſting Peace might be eſtabliſhed between 
the two Nations, And left the Obligation ſhould be 
too ſoon forgot, it was alſo propoſed to give him to Wife 
Jane, Daughter to Fohn Duke of Somer/et, and Couſin- 
German to the young King b. Accordingly, by Letters 


Patent, 
d The moſt beautiful Woman of her Time, with whom he was deſpe- 
late in Love, Buckaran' Hiſt, of Scctland, by Bond, Vol. I. p. 444» 


ford, Treaſurer of England, by his Petition, prayed, - 


[ 179] 


A Peace with 
the Scots. 
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King Han Vi. Patent, directed to certain Bithops and others, a Treaty 
Was let on Foot at Durham, between the Commiſſioner, 
of both Nations; and the ſaid Letters Patent were not 
only confirmed by this Parliament, but the Power to 
deliver up the King of Scots, on the Conditions agreed 
on, was alſo ratified by them. The Scots King was 
reJeaſed from his Captivity of eighteen Years, and mar. 
ried to the Lady, with. whom he had a large Dower, 

, beſides many Gifts of Plate and Jewels, which her 
Kindred of the Nobility preſented them with. At his 
Departure he was alſo induced to take an Oath of , 
Friendſhip and Fidelity, ſay ſome ; or, as other Hifto. 4 
118 rians write, did Homage to the young King of England, l 
; at his Caſtle of Hindſar; wherein he owned that he h 
held and claimed his Kingdom under a Superior Lordi. 
But what are Oaths or Bonds to Kings ? James, foon J 
after his Arrival in Scotland, forgot them; and either 6 
but of a natural Affection to the French Nation, or elſe c 
being deſirous to ſhake off all Badges of Subjection to 6 
the Lell, he entered into a ſtrict League with the 6 
n 
R 
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King of France, and intirely deſerted the other's Intereſt, 
The reſt of the Proceedings of this Parliament we 
hall range as follow: 
Petitions in Pa- Edmund Earl of March, Son and Heir to Roger Eail c 
Pament, of March, preſented a Petition, wherein he ſhewed, That ” 
King Henry V. for the Sum of 10,000 Marks, paid to c 


cettain of the King's Creditors by the ſaid Earl, promi- 'P 
ſed to him, by Word of Mouth, his own Marriage, he 7 
being then the King's Ward, which he requeſts may 6 
be confirmed by Parliament; and it was granted. © 


Thomas Duke of Exeter reported, how that the late 
King, a little before his Death, much repented him * 1 


to 
i The Oath was in theſe Words ; © I James Stezvart, King of Scotland, * 

„ ſhall be true and faithful unto you Lord Henry, by the Grace of God, 0 
King of England ane France, the Noble and Superior Lord of the King. ge 
s dom of Scotland, which I hold and claim of you. And I ſhall bear you {ol 
© my Faith and Fidelity of Life and Limb, and worldly Honour, agaia* = 


« all Men; and faithfully I ſhall acknowledye and do you Service due for 
the Kingdom of Scotland aforeſaid ; ſo help me God, and theſe holy 
© Evangeliſts. Holiing ſbead's Chron. p. 587. 

Bucbanan, according to his uſual Partiality, mentions this Oath but 
flightly ; and beſtows a whole Pape or two in excufing it and the King 
from any ingratitude to the Engi:fþ Nation, by ſid ing with the Frentb, 
He was afterwards inhumanly murdered by his own Subjects. Bird 
Tranſflai, Vol, I; P4 464. 
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the ſaid Duke, for confiſcating the Land of the Lord King Hemry vi. 


gerope, upon the Attainder of Henry, the laſt Lord, and 
his Beheading at Southampton ; becauſe he ſince under- 
ſtood that the ſaid Eſtate was entailed upon Geoffrey, 
Stephen, and Fohn le Scrope, his Brothers ; and that the 
Lord Fitz- Hugh and William Porter, to whom Part of 
the ſaid Lands were given, were contented, on Proof 
of the Entail, to make Reſtitution of the ſame. But 
we do not find what the Parliament did further in it. 

On the Petition of Jan, Queen of England, Wife 
to King Henry IV. the King, by Confent of Parlia- 
ment, reſtored to her all her Dower, and the Arrears 
of the ſame, with all hex Goods that were taken from 
her k. ] 

At the Petition of the Maſter and Brethren of the 
Hoſpital of St. Leonard's in York, it was enacted, That 
they ſhould enjoy all their Threaves of Corn, within 
© the Counties of York, Cumberland, We/tmoreland, 
and Lancaſhire ; and that they may recover the fame 
© by an Action of Debt or Detinue.* This Statute was 
made remarkable, by being the firſt Occaſion of a great 
Revolution which happened ſome Years after. 

It was enacted, * That if any Perſon ſhould carry out 
© of the Realm any Staple-Ware, from the Staple of 
Calais, uncuſtomed, he ſhall forfeit the fame, and make 
Fine and Ranſom at the King's Pleaſure.* Alſo, * Thar 
© no Licence be granted to any Perſon to tranſport any 
* light Looms out of Hamꝑſbire, Kent, Suſſex, and 
* York; but only to Calais.” But this laſt was only to 
continue to the next Parliament. 

Two Foreign Ladies of Quality, who had been 
| married, the one to the Duke of Bedford, and the other 
to the Duke of Gloucefler, were naturalized this Parlia- 
ment, The former was Ann, Siſter to Philip Duke 
of Burgundy, and Wife to John Duke of Bedford, Re- 
gent of France; the latter was Jaquet, or Jaqueline, 
ſole Daughter and Heireſs to William Duke of Bavaria, 
who was married to Humphrey Duke of Glouceſter. 
This Princeſs, by her Father's Death, had the Govern- 
ment of the Earldoms of Hainault and Holland, two 
large and populous Countries, deſcended to her ; and, 
though married to John Duke of Brabant, yet, on Pre- 


tence 
* See before, p. 161, 163. 
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King Heary VI. tence that her Huſband- was too nearly related to hey 


before Marriage, or, as others ſay, for his unkind Uſage 
of her, ſhe left him and came into England, where 12 
ſoon after became Duke Humphrey's Wife, to the great 
Diſpleaſure of her former Huſband, and, in the Eng, 
proved the Ruin of the Engliſb Intereſt in France. 

Sir Jobn Mortimer, of Biſhop's Hatfield, in the County 


[ 182 J Of Hertford, having been indicted on the Oath of one 


King, Servant to Robert Scot, Eſq; Keeper of the Tower 


An Ex poſt Fade Of London, upon the Statute of Eſcapes, an Act wa 
AR againſt Sir made this Parliament on purpoſe to deſtroy him, alledg. 


Jobn Mortimer. ing ſeveral other Articles againſt him. As, fir/t, That 


the ſaid Sir Fobn had contrived, with him, to break out 
of his Impriſonment, and had promiſed him immediately 
a Reward of 40/7. a-year, to be aiding and aſſiſting to 
him in his Eſcape, and afterwards an Earldom. Second), 
That the ſaid Sir Jahn told, That after his Eſcape he 
would go into Hales to the Earl of March, and having 
raiſed 40,000 Men, would enter the Kingdom again, 
and cut off the Heads of the Protector and the Biſhop 
of Winche/ter. Thirdly, He had told this Informant, 
That the Earl of March was rightful Heir to the Crown 
of England, and that after him he was the next Heir; 
wherefore, if the Earl of March refuſed to recover his 
Right, he bimſelf would take upon him the Regal Power 
as his Due. Laſily, That when he came into Mali, 
if the Earl of March would not accept his Service, nor 
engage in the Cauſe, he would then fly into France, and 


aſſiſt the French King againſt King Henry, and did not 


doubt but in the End he ſhould gain his Deſign l. 

It appears by the Record, that this Sir Jahn Mortimer 
had been committed Priſoner to the Tower, for Suſpi- 
cion of Treaſon done againſt the late King, from whence 
he had made his Eſcape the firſt Year of this Reign, 
For which Eſcape alone, we ſuppoſe, he was indicted, 
and this Indictment, by the Authority of Parliament, 
was allowed to be good; and the ſaid Sir John being 
again apprehended and brought before this Parliarhent, 
— — was given againſt him, to be carried back to 
the Tower, and drawn from thence to Tyburn, there 
to be hang'd, drawn, and quarter'd ; his Head ſet on 


London Bridge, and his four Quarters on the tour * 
0 


. 1 Sam, Daniel in Kennet, p. 348. 
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of the City. A ſtrange Judgment and Sentence, ſays King Heary VI, 
Prynne n, that any Man in a peaceable Time ſhould be 
condemned on a bare Indictment, without any Arraign- 
ment or due Trial. But it is not to be wondered at, 
when we conſider that the Jealouſy the Houſe of Lan- 1g J 
caſter conceived againſt any Commotion in Favour of 3 
the Houſe of York, was the Occaſion of this Deſcendant 
of the latter being took off by ſo illegal and arbitrary a 
Manner.” On whoſe Death, ſays an old Hiſtorian *, 
great Slander aroſe to the Contrivers of it.” And ana- 
there remarks, * That his Faults were believed to be 
Calumnies, .and himſelf brought to ſo ignominious an 
End for that alone, which, by vulgar Politicians, is cal- 
led Reaſons of State.” The Earl of March, the imme - 
diate Heir, was, we may believe, more than ſuſpected z 
but nothing being proved againſt him, it was then 
thought politic to ſend him over into Ireland, with 
Forces to ſecure that Kingdom, where he ſoon after died, 
without Iſſue, whoſe Inheritance deſcended to Richard 
Plantagenet, Son and Heir to Richard Earl of Cambridge, 
beheaded at Southampton in the late Reign. 
There are ſeveral more Acts and Ordinances made 
in this Parliament, which may be ſeen on the Roll, be- 
ing of a mighty Length, and contains in it a great deal 
of Buſineſs done in a very little Time; that is, only from 
the 15th of January, the Day of the Meeting of this 
ſecond Seſſion, to the 8th of February following. 


The French War was flill carried on by the Regent 


againſt the Dauphin, (who was, by his Party, ſtiled 

Charles VII.) with various Succeſs ; whilſt the Protec- 1 4) 
tor on this Side, England being loaded with many diffi- 

cult Affairs of State, thought fit to call another Parlia- 
ment, in order to extricate himſelf out of them. The 
Writs of Summons were dated the 24th of February, : 
and returnable at Meſiminſter the laſt Day of April fol- t“ Amici. 

lowing, The Protector and Council thought it neceſ- 

ſary, in order to engage both Lords and Commons more — 1 
zealouſly in their Intereſts, to bring the Infant King into the f EY | 


the Houſe, 
the Houſe; and accordingly, on the Day of their Meet- CES 


n In his Notes on the Abridgement of Records. ing, 
n Hall's Chronicle, See alſo J. Stowe, p. 365. i 
* Biondi's Hiftory of the Civit Wars between the Houſes of Terk ard 9 
ancaſter, p. 25. Henry VI. f K 
> Ibid, p. 366. 
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King Meng VI. ing, he was carried through the City, on a great Hort, 


[ 185 J 


from theuce conducted to the Houſe of Lords, and ſat on 
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to Meſminſter. The People flock'd in great Multitude, 
to behold him; and imagining with themſelves that they 
could diſcern the Features and Virtues of his Father i, 
be tranſplanted into him by Nature, they loaded hin 
with loud Acclamations and hearty Wiſhes of a lons 
and happy Life v. Being come to the Palace, he vn 


His Mothez's Knee in the Throne. It was a ſtrange 
Sight, ſays one, and the firſt Time it ever was ſeen in 
England, an Infant fitting in his Mother's Lap, and he. 
fore it could tell what Engliſb meant, to exerciſe the 
Place of Sovereign Direction in open Parliament 2, Ye 
ſo it was, for, the Commons being called, the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, then Lord-Chancellor, opened the Cauſe df 
the Summons.in Manner following : 

For the Head of his Diſcourſe he choſe theſe Words, 
Gloria, Honor, et Pax, omni operanti Bonum; this he 
divided into three Branches, viz. Bonum honeſtum, which 
conſiſted in the due Obedience of the Subject; Bann 
deleftabile, which was giving good Counſel ; and Bonn | 
utile, which was the free and willing Relief they owed dh. 
to their Prince and Commonwealth. lide 

By the firft, he argued that God was moſt glorified; 
by the ſecond, the Prince beſt honoured ; by the third 
the Subject's Safety better guarded. According to tht 
Saying in St. Luke, Gloria in excelſis Deo, in Terra Pat, for 
et Hominibus bona Voluntas. Glory is given to God d 
due Obedience in the Subjects; the Prince is honoured ol 
by having ſound Advice given him; and the Subjets er 
governed in Peace by relieving their Prince. And in 
| this pe 

P Hall's Chronicle, Fol. xxiii. 3 Henry VI. Holling ſhead, p. 539, — dein 
Fabian gives an Account of this Proceſſion in theſe Words: TVO Day ept 
© before the Parlement met, the Kinge with the Queene his Moder cm 
© thokugh the Cytye from Wendeſore, and when he came at the Weſt hen 
of Poulys, the Lorde Protecter toke him out of the Chare, and ſo was ledd vY a 
upon his Fete, between the ſayde Lorde Protecter and the Duke of Eu 
© unto the Steppes goyng into the Quyer; from whence he was borne uti? " 
© the hygh Aulter, and there kneled on a Traverſe purveyed for hym; 40 
« when he had ben there he yode to the Rode of the North Dore, and ther 
made his Offerynges : And then he was borne into the Church- yerde, al 
© there ſet upon a fayre Courſer, and ſo conveyed thorugh Chepe, and the 
© other Streetes of the Cytye, unto St. George's Barre, and ſo held his Jour- 
© nay to his Manour of Kenyngton. In the ſame Manner he was conveſ 
© thorugh the Cytye to Wiftmirſter, to mete the Parlement.“ Fabia 


Cbron. Part 7. Folio clxxxi. 
1 Speed 's Chronicle, p. 6;1, 
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is he affirmed that Princes ought to be obeyed, though King Mary VI, 
— were evil; according to — St. Fa 
Obedite Prepoſitis veſtris; for although they were n. 

ood in themſelves, yet, as they commanded many good 
hings to be obſerved, they ought to be cbeyel ; and 
put them in Mind that, Sicat Princeps tenetur regere le- 
galiter, fic Plebs tenetur obedire reatiter. | 

On his ſecond Diviſion, — to ſound Counſel, he 
urged this Text, Salus ubi multa Conſilia; and told them 
that an Elephant had three Properties ; the one, in that 
he wanted a Gall; the ſecond, for that he was inflex- 
ible, and could not bow ; and the third, in that he was 
of a moſt ſound and perfect Memory; all which Pro- 
perties, by Application, he wiſhed might be in all Coun- 
ſellors. That for their wanting a Gall, they might be 
thereby free from all Malice, Rancour, and Envy; by 
being inflexible, that they ſhould not ſtoop to any Re- 
ward, nor in Judgment reſpe&t any Perſon; and of a 
ſound Memory, that they, by calling to Mind Dangers 
paſt, might prevent Perils to come *. 

His laſt Topic for the Relief of the King; he urged 
that it ought to be done with all Readineſs of Mind, con- 
ſidering that God, by the young Prince, his choſen Veſ- 
ſel, there before them, had not only governed them in 
dafety, but had alſo given to them many honourable 
Victories and great Conqueſts; all which ought to en- 
force them more willingly to offer, that their Grants 
dould be more readily taken. Laſtly, He deſired the 
Commons to go together and chuſe their Speaker, and 186 1 
preſent him the next Day. Accordingly, on the 2d of 

ay, they preſented Sir Thomas Wanton, Knt. for their Sir Tnomas 
ppeaker, before the King and Lords; whoſe Excuſe not —— 
— er he, with the uſual Proteſtation, was ac- 
epted of, 

But the Buſineſs of this Sefion was much interrupted, 
a Quarrel between two Great Men about a Right of 
recedency. - John Mowbray, Earl Marſhal, and Rich- 
1d Brauchamp, Earl of Warwick, were the two Anta- 
bniſts, and each laid Claim to the higher Place in the 
arliament-Houſe. They were, however, commanded 


ot to come to the Houſe till the Matter between them 
OL, II. N Was 


Lord Cote's Character of a Member of Parliament, burleſqued by 


r. Soi 7. f. 7 s Wh A 
: Rem N 1 have been borrowed from this Speech. Swvifr's MI. 
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King Henry VI. was fully heard; and learned Counſel were allowed them, 
* to plead and ſpeak to their reſpective Claims. The Duke 
of Glouceſter, as Protector, with the Biſhops and the reg 
of the Peers, ſat as Judges; and they, with the Men. 
bers of the Lower Houſe, were all ſworn to give upright 
Judgment in the Cauſe, without Favour or Affection. 
The Abridger of the Rolls of Parliament has taken 
confolted in a Pains to extract, from the Record, the Subſtance of the th 
-Caſe of Prece- Pleas on both Sides; which is prefixed to his Account P; 
eency in Peer- of the Proceedings of this Parliament. Therein the Pr 
* Pedigrees of thoſe two Antient and Noble Families ar 
fairly ſet forth, in order to ſupport their ſeveral Claim. 
For proving the Earl Marſhal's Title, Roger Hur, 
his Counſel, exhibited to the Lords a Pedigree, wherein ſec 
it was demonſtrated that the ſaid Earl Marſhal came of Ai 
the Royal Blood, and gave the Arms of England, with 
a Difference, in his Eſcutcheon. The faid Pedigre 
deduced the Earl Marſhal from King Edward I. ani 
ſhewed the Earl to be allied in Blood to the preſent 
King, from Thomas Earl of Lancaſter. It alſo ſhewel ihe 
that the ſaid Earl was related to the King by the Line Wir | 
of the Earl of Arundele; wherefore the Counſel pleadei bt. 
that his Client ſhould have the Preference, 01 
Sir Walter Beauchamp, Counſel for the Earl of War 
wiel, produced alſo a Pedigree; and, in ſhewing the ich 
great Antiquity of the Family, he proved, by many Au eb 
thorities, that Antiquity hath had Superiority to the ing 
Blood Royal. By theſe Arguments he enforced te Wiſo,c 
Title of the Earl of Varwicl; but inſiſted chiefly on the WW&-uſt 
faid Earl's great Poſſeſſions, which he made the ſtroni m 
Plea in 1 ä 
1 1% 10 The Counſel for both theſe Earls having finiſh'd ther 
Pleas and demanded Judgment *, it might perhaps hat en 
perplexed the Miniſtry — to pleaſe them both, du 
that a Method was deviſed to do it effectually. Ti run 
Earl Marſhal had been privately required to put in bl 
Claim for being reſtored to the Title of Duke of Nt at 
folk, according to the Creation of Thomas bis Fate re 
and as Brother and Heir to Thomas, who died with 
Iſſue, Son of the ſaid Thomas his Father *; which Clas 
when it was publickly made, was, for ſeveral — 7 


8 

* The whole Proceedings on this Buſineſs are very long, and the la- the 
ings are chiefly in Engiiph, | 

t He was beh for High Treafon againſt Henry IV. 
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granted and confirmed by Parliament. By this — 
the Precedency was out of Diſpute betwixt them, 

the Earl/ of wich was' the Gegen of beg ie 

Antagoniſt to the Dukedum againft his Will; which 

4 other, perhaps, would never have obtained without 


1 may well be ſuppoſed that this Diſpute hes | 
theſe two Noblemen took up the whole Bfinel of the 
Parliament this firſt Seſſion; for we meet with no other 
Proceeding till May 15, when the Duke of. Glouceſter, 
by Commiſſion under the __y Letters Patent, pro- 


* it for a Week longe 
he firſt Things wo ind that they went upon in this A SubſGioy, 
ſecond Seffion, was, by common Aſſent, to t, as an 
Aid, the former Sublidy on Woolls for, Years 
longer, and Tonnage and Poundage for one Year, upon 
Condition that foreign Merchants ſhould be _—_ 
ooked to for their Duties. | | 
The Lords of Parliament, b Name, promiſed, on 
heir Honours, that they would not hinder the Biſhop 
f Winchefer, but further ſuch Security as he ſhould 
pbtain from the King, for Money by him lent to the 
overnment. And it was enacted, That the King's 


. duncil ſhould have Power to give Securities to the ſaid 
de ichop, and to other of the King's Creditors, for ſuch | 
„ede as were due to them. Alſo the ſaid Biſhop ha- | 
the ing obtained the King's Letters Patent to receive | 
the o, ooo. ot of the feſt Lian y ariſing from the King's 
the I uſtoms, or Revenues of the — the ſame was con- 
med to him by Parliament. 
dir John Cornwal, Knt. Father-in-Law to the Earl 

ber Huntingdon, then Priſoner to the Earl of V endoſme in 
hat ance, having, by Aſſignment, the Wardenſhip of the [ 188 } 
0 1 r . —— Arundel, dum. mr ohn 

rundel, Knt. except 500 eto 
1 1 5 King, petitioneth that —— Rent of Fe ſaid 

if 


ate might 5 towards Payment of 1800 Marks diſ- 
led to the Earl of Vendoſme, towards the Ranſom of 
laid Earl of Huntingdon; which was granted : And, 
. Petition of the 2 Carl, the Loh of Gencourt 
d Tekervile, Frenab Priſoners, were delivered to the 
d Sir Fobn Cor mal for 5000 Marks diſburſed in * 
the ſaid Earl's Ranſom. 

N on 


796 
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King N VE: On the Petition of Anne, late Wife of Edmund Ea 


Petit; 


to 


| ning 


of March and Lier *, it was ordained that the ſaid Am 
ſhould have Livery of her Dower, upon her Oath ny 
marry again without the Licence of the King. Thj 
Lady was che Widaw of the ſaid Earl of March; ab., 
dying without Iſſue, he left his Honour and Eſtate u. 
bard Planjagenet, Earl of — his Siſter's Son; 


who, being thereby Heir to Lionel of Clarenc, fu 
began the Gonteſ the two Houſes for the Crow 


A very remarkable Affair came before this Parliament, 
to a Quarrel then ſubſiſting between two je 
— en, Philip Duke of Bu „and Humplry 

of G er, Protector of England. This Diſpus 
aroſe about a 6; it ſeems Duke Humphrey had mar 
ried Jaguslina, to William de Bavaria, Eul 
of Hainault. 


This Princeſs was an Heireſs, and, at bet 
Father's Death, was poſſeſſed 


of the Dominions of Hi. 
nault, Holland, Zealand, and Friezland. She had bez 
married-before to John, Dauphin of France; who - 
ing, ſhe was afterwards betrothed to ohn Duke of Bre 
bant; with whom . ſoon after, ſhe eloped fron 
him and came into England. Hete ſhe obtained a Di 
vorce from het laſt H by Means of an Anti- pon 
then in the Church, and was laſſiy married to Hunplm 


Duke of Gl/aucefter. | 


The whole of this Affair may be ſeen at large in or 
Hiſtorians ; and we ſhall ſay no more than 
ufficient to introduce the following Quotation from tit 
Rolls of Parliament: Humphrey raiſed Forces to tt 
cover his Wife's Dominions in Mainault, fc. then i 
the Poſſeſſion of her ſecand Huſband, and went over wil 
them and his Lady; where he was fo very unſuccebii 


as to loſe both her and her Territories, and ſhe bee 


reconciled to the Nuke of Brabant. In this Conteſ it 
Duke of Burgundy was nearly concerned, as a _ 


o Thie Edmand Barl of March, Ge. had been a Priſoner of dug 
Knce. the Reign of Henry IV. was grown lame and decrepid with Ag A 
Coofinement ; but this Year was happily releaſed from his Miſery, 


Gbronicle, 3 Henry VI. Fol. xxiii. 
_ Shakeſpear hath given us a fine Scene of this lame Edmund Ham 
giving his laſt Advice to his Nephew Richard Plantagencs, afterwards Do 
of York, in Priſon, Henry VI. Part 1. ON 

—_—= a 
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played him foul Play in the Affair, ſeveral angry Letters 
paſſed between them; till at laſt Burgundy was ſo pro- 
voked as to ſend the other a Challenge; which Hum- 
pbrey accepted of, and the next St. George's Day was ap- 
pointed for the Combat *. Both Sides ſeeming to be in 
Earneſt, the Engliſh Parliament thought fit to interpoſe, 
to prevent the ill Conſequences of a Rupture with the 
Duke of Burgundy, at that Time a firm Ally to England 
againſt France. Accordingly we find, on Record, a Sche- 
dule propoſed in this Parliament to reconcile theſe Dif- 
ferences, which we ſhall give at Length, and in its own 
Language, without any Comment, 


(*Onſderyng the e; grete, and irreparable Inconveni- 
ences that might enſue to grete Harme and Prejudice 
of the Kyng and of his Reumes, gyf it were proceded to 
Execution of the Bataille in the L Duarele and 
Debate bytwixt my Lord of Glouceſtre and the Duc e 
Burgoygne, hit is thoght neceſſary and behoffull, that, 
Aſent of the three Eftates aſſembled in this preſent Par- 
lement, the Chancellor have Commaundement to do make 
ettres Patente, undre the Kyng's Grete Seel, by which 
Inver be geven and commytted to the Queenes of France 
md of this Land, the Kyng's Aiele ? and his Moder, and 
jo my Lord the Regent of France, and to itch of them, to 
eceyve and take the ſaid Debate into the Kyng's Hand, 
md to make expreſſe 1 and Inhibition to the ſaid 
"arttes, yef and whan it ſhall be thought to them, or any 
them, and to the Kyng's Counfeillis of bath Reumys er- 
edient to be doo, that thei procede no ferther in, nor to 
xecution of, the ſaid Bataille, nor that aon of hem ayenſt 
at other in om wiſe be wey of Fete therfore, and ts 
fre them an the Kyng's Behalfe Adminiftratien of Fuſtice, 
ich as the Car requireth to be doon unto them therynne 
þ the Kyng, at 25 Time as he ball come to Yeres 
viſcretion, or ellfs to be doon to hem nowe gif thet wolle 
| & + ae algates 


of 
* ” Burgundy was ou Couſin to the other; 
The Duke of Gteucefter had borrowed 20,000 Marks of the Public 


ealure, to enable him to miſe Forces for the Recovery of his Lady's Dov- 
mans in Flanders, which was to be repaid in a certain Term of Years 
{ it was now ordained by Parliament that the Lords of the. Coun 
uld uke Securities for it. a uk 
4e is Grandmother, and not Grangfather, as the Abridger bay 
V tanſlated it, 


lation to the former ; and Gloxcefler, thinking he had King Henry VI. 
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leates defire it. Item, That Power be yeven unto 1þ 


King Henry VI+ 4 

Kong's Counſaill here, by the Authority of the thre Etat, 

22 in this Parlement, to lete and alſoe to ſend: In. 

aſſade to the Duc of Burgoygne, and to any other Perſon 

or Perſones there, as it Fall be thoght unto the Counſaill 

here behoffull or neceſſarie on the Kyng's Behalve and 

Name, expreſſing it done by th' Aduys of | the thre ſaid 

* and ale in the Name, and on the Buhalve, f 

the ſaid thre Eſtates to mean to fore and to induce the 

ſaid Duc of Burgoygne and all othor that it ſhall be thoght 

expedient in the Matier of the foreſaid Debate, and dl 

in the Matier of the Depoos and putting of my Ladia 

Per ſane of Glouceſtre out of the Hands of the ſaid Du 

of Burgoygne into indifferent Hand. Thus far the 
Record of this Matter, | X 

{ 189 } There were ſeveral Acts made for the public Beneft 

Several Acts naſ- this P arliament; the chief of which are, I. Againſt the 

e for he Bene Exportation of Sheep beyond Sea, without the King. 

At ol the Nation. Licence; becauſe, by carrying. of Sheep into Flandr: 

and ther Parts, the Wooll of England would at length 

become of little Value, and the Woollen ManufaQure 

of the Natiqn be. greatly diminiſhed. To remedy this 

they laid on à heavy Tax of 435. a Sack upon exported 

[ 190 ] Woolls, which was 10s. more than ever was paid before 

f for the like Quantity, 2. For the Exportation of Butte 

and Cheeſe, to encourage Huſbandry ; giving the Chan. 

cellar of England Leave to grant 4 at his Niſcre- 

tion, to ſuch Perſons as ſhall deſire to vend the ſaid Ar 

ticles in 2 Parts, as well as at the great Staple i 

Calais. 3. That all Merchant Strangers, within fifteen 

Da s after they are landed in any Port of this Kingdon, 

ſhall take Lodgings, or other Habitations, in the Tom 

or Place where the Port is, under ſome Engliſbmen; ut 

ſhall not make any Sale of any Goods ar Merchandiz 

till they are ſq ſettled, and then ſhall ſell. all their Me- 

e within forty Days next enſuing ; and if a 

- Goods remain unſold after that Time, they ſhall befor 

ſeited to the King's Uſe. This AQ was intended fori 

double Benefit; firſt, That the King might not be de 

frauded of his Cuſtoms ; and next, That Strangers mig 

not, by eyping of their Goods and Merchandise 

re the Wants of the Nation, and {6 pun 

: + | 4 | f TIC 
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Prices. After — theſe, and ſeveral more Acts, this King Henry VI. 
Parliament was diſſolved on the 14th of July the ſame 
Year, and the Members ſent back into their own Coun- 


tries *. 


About this Time it was that another dangerous quarrel between 
Quarrel was ſet on Foot between two very great Men, the — 
both chief Supporters to the Houſe of Lancaſter, Hum- — Win- 
phrey, Lord-Protector, and Henry Beaufort, the rich cheſler referred to 
Biſhop of Winchęſter, Great Uncle to the _ Parliament. 

The latter of theſe, by his Magnificence and Gran- 
deur, ſeemed ſo much to out-ſhine the Protector him- 
elf, though almoſt on the Throne, that he drew on him 
the Odium and Jealouſy of the other. The haughty 
Spirit of the Biſhop, being Legate to the Pope in Eng- 
land, was ſo great, that the Protector could not endure 
his Pride; and ſuch an implacable Enmity grew between 
them, that great Parties were raiſed, on both Sides, for , 
each other's Defence. In ſhort, a Civil War was much 
dreaded would be the Conſequence ; and all that their [ 191 ] 
mutual Friends could do was not ſufficient to pacify the 
Mind of the Protector, or to make the Prelate yield any 
further than, as he thought, was becoming his high 
Place and State. In this Situation the Biſhop, how- 
ever, thought proper to write a Letter to the Duke of 
Bedford, Regent of France, to come over and endeavour 
to heal Matters between them. The Duke came ac- 
cordingly, and calling a Council of the chief Nobility 
at St. Alban's, many hot Conteſts aroſe ; and, nothing 
being concluded at that Time, it was adjourned to Ner- 
thampton, but to as little Purpoſe, till at laſt it was de- 
termined that theſe Differences ſhould be referred to 
Parliament, Accordingly Writs of Summons were iſ- 
ſued out, dated Meſiminſier, Fan. 7, for one to meet at 520 — 
Liiceſter on the 18th Day of February following. At Lili. 

At which Time and Place being aſſembled, in the = 
great Hall of the Caſtle of Leiceſſer, much Care had 
deen taken to prevent any Tumults between the 
Trains of the Protector and the Biſhop, by ſtrictly mow” 

tin 

A Petition of the Commons was exhibited this Parliament, That + 

arſons, Vicars, and others, having Cures, and not reſident upon them, 
may forfeit their Benefices ; one Half to the King, and the other Half to 


he Patron, Anſwer. The King bath commanded the Archbi of Cana 
erbury and York to provide a Remedy, Rot, Parl. 3 Henry VI, 


r . 0 c-- A 
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King Henry VI. biting any Perſon whatſoever to come thither with 


of Batt, 


[192 ] 


Sir R1cnAnn fore the 


Vernon choſen 
| Speaker; 


Swords or any other warlike Weapon. Which Order, 
though it was literally obſerved, yet the Lords and their 
Attendants came armed with Batts, or great Clubs, on 
their Shoulders; from whence this Meeting got the 


The Parliament Name of the Parliament of Batts ; but this allo, 2 


ſoon as it was taken Notice of, was prohibited *, Be, 
ing all, at length, ſet in a peaceable Manner, as afore- 


ſaid, the young ing being there alſo preſent, the 
anc! 


Biſhop of Her, as Lord-Chancellor of England, 
declared the Cauſe of the Summons, in a very ſhort 
Manner ; for, - after telling them that the King's Will 


Was, that all Eſtates ſh enjay their Liberties, ho 


took his Subject from theſe Words of St. Paul; Si 
facite ut ſalvi ſitis. 


R - 


— ES bt Site into thee Pu 


and referred. them, Fir/t, To God, for protecting the 
Faith of the Church, againſt all Invaſions from Lu- 
© lards and Heretics ; ſecondly, By imparting ſound 
© Counſel ;' and, /o/tly, By granting the ſeveral need- 
© ful Subſidies. By which, be affirmed, three Virtus 
© and Conveniences would follow, viz. Glory to God, 
< by protecting his Faith; Honour to the King, by «- 
© ceivin Advice; and Peace to the Subject, by 
| Grants. In all which he defired, that 
< every Eſtate of this Parliament would labour; and 
< that the Commons would chuſe, and the next Dy 
© preſent, their Speaker. 

The King's. Letters Patent. were read, whereby he 
appointed Jabn Duke of Bedford his Commiſſioner, to 
prorogue and diſſolve this Parliament at his Pleaſure 
Great Tumults, we ſuppoſe, arifing again, obſtruded 


the Buſineſs of this Parliament; for it was not till the 


28th of February that the Commons preſented, be. 
ing, Sir Richard Vernon, Knight, to be thei 
— with the common Proteſtation, was al 
lowed 


Then the Commons expreſſed their great Diſlike to 


che Diflentions between Duke Humphrey and the Biſbo 


of Winchefler, and moved for their Reconcilement 
On which, the Duke of Bedford, ſome Biſhops, 7 
| | p 


2 Aſter this they took Stones and Plummets of Lead, and hid they u 
their Sleeves and Boſoms, Fgbian's Chron, 
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ſelves, to hear and determine the ſaid Difference, with- 
out Fayour or Affection; and, at the ſame Time, to 
ive no Encouragement to either of them to break the 
eace, Which Order, after every one of the Lords 
had ſworn to obſerve, they ſent a Copy of it to the 
Commons. They then proceeded in the Matter, and, 
at length, cauſed the ſaid Duke and Biſhop, by their 
formal Inſtruments, to have their Diſputes compro- 
miſed, and referred to the Deciſion of a ſelect Commit- 
tee of certain Biſhops and Lords; who, after ſome Time, 
came to this Reſolution about them: Firft, That the ſaid 
Biſhop of Wincheſter ſhould ſubmit himſelf to the King's 
Mercy ; which he did accordingly. And then the Duke 
of Bedford, in open Parliament, pronounced the -ſaid 
Biſhop innocent of what was alledged againſt him, in 
that he procured a Perſon to murder the late King, when 
he was Prince, as the Murderer himſelf confeſſed, who 
was drowned by the Earl of Arundele. And alſo in 
that he ſhould counſel and adviſe the ſaid Prince to 
have depoſed Henry IV. his Father. Likewiſe it was 
awarded by the ſaid Committee, That the Biſhop ſhould 
acknowledge his Offence to the Duke of Glowcefter, and, 
in a ſubmiſſive Manner, aſk his Pardon; that the ſaid 
Duke ſhould freely forgive him ; and, in Token of a 
thorough Reconciliation, each ſhould take the other by 
the Hand; which was accordingly done before the whole 
Aſſembly, Some Time after the Biſhop of Winchefter 
petitioned the Parliament to be diſcharged of the great 
deal, r Chancellor, which, by common Conſent, was 
granted. | 
This is all the Account which the Abridger of the 
Records has thought fit to extract, relating to this ſtrong 
Contention between theſe two Noblemen ; who, tho 
ſo nearly related as Uncle and Nephew, yet they til 
carried on that implacable Malice againſt each other, 
35 ended not but in the Death of one or both of them. 
However, the Record of this Parliament itſelf, and even 
dur older Chronicles, are not fo ſilent in this Matter; 
they tel] us, that when the Affair of the Quarrel was 
brought before the Parliament, and each Party allow- 
td to plead his Cauſe freely, the Protector, who looked 
pon himſelf as the Perſon aggrieved, exhibited five * 
tices 


8 201 
ather Lords, made a ſolemn Decree amongft them- King Henry vi. 


[ 193 1 
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King Henry VI. ticles againſt the Biſhop, to all which he was urged to 


Articles againſt 


give in his Anſwer. Which Articles, being very ex. 
traordinary, and then thought not unworthy a Parliz. 
ment's Notice, cannot be — the Reader's Pe. 


ARTICLEs * of Accuſation preſented to the Parliament, 
by the Dute of Glouceſter, againſt Henry Biſhop of 
- Wincheſter, with his Anſwers to them ſeverally, 


I. That Richard Moodvile, Eſq; Keeper of the 


Henry Beaufort, Tower of London, did, by the Inſtigation and Encou- 


1 1 


18 


= with his AgEMENt of the ſaid Biſhop of Winchęſter, deny Ad- 


Anſwers, 


( 194 ] 


mittance to him the ſaid Duke of Gloucefter, then be- 
ing Protector of the Kingdom, into the Tower, con- 
trary to Reaſon and Duty, and in Derogation to the 
W * Authority. 

o this Article the Biſhop anſwered, That while 
© the Duke of Glouce/ier was gone into Hainault, it 
© happened that many Pamphlets and Reports being 
< diſperſed up and down the City of London tending to 
© Rebellion, it was ordered by the Lords of his Maje- 
« ſty's Council, that Richard Moodvile, Eſq; ſhould, 
© with a ſufficient Number of armed Men, have the 
Keeping of the Tower, and ſhould not permit any 
© Man to come into the Tower ſtronger than himſelf, 
without the ſpecial Commandment of the King, by 
© the Advice of his Council. After this ſtrict Charge 
© the Duke of Glouceſter returning out of Hainault, and 
not approving the fortifying the Tower, 2 the 

itizens, 
® A Copy of theſe Articles is in Hall's and Holling ſbead's Chronic; 
but they are only five in Number. The Anſwer the Biſhop gave to tle 
Subſtance of the Letter is made a ſeparate Article, The Leiter iel, 
which the Biſhoy of Wirchefter ſent to the Duke of Bedford, is preſeritd 
in our old Chronicles, in its original Language, as follows: 
© Rybt Highe and mighty Prince, and my Righte Noble and, after one, 
„esl Lorde, | recommend me unto you with all my Harte. And a5 yo 
o defyre the Welfare of the King our Sovereign Lorde, and of his Reaime 
of Enplande and Fraunce, and your awne Health and ours alſo, fo haſt you 
® hether, for, by my Trouthe, if you tary we ſhall put this Lande in Ad- 
venture with a Felde, ſuch a Brother you have her. God make byni 
* good Man, For youre Wiſdom knoweth that the Profite of Fran 
* ſtandeth in the Welfare of Eng/ande, c. The bleſſed Trynity keepe jo. 
Written in greate Haſte on Albaloto Even, by your true Servaunt to n 
« Life's Ende, HENRY WINCHESTER. 
See the Oath of the Lords, and the Arbitration, in Ha!!'s Chrii 
Fol, vii. 
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(Citizens, who were diſſatisfied at it, That had he King Henry Vis 


5 þeen in England it ſhould: not have been ſo; and imme- 
« diately going to the Tower demanded Admittance, 
$ but Moodvile, not daring to give him Entrance, came 
£ to the Biſhop of incheſter for Advice, who told him, 
« That the Duke of Glouceſter took more upon him than 
he ought, and that before be admitted him into the Tower 
$ be ought to provide himſelf a ſufficient Warrant of the 
$ King and Council for bis ſo doing contrary to the former 
Order | 


That the Lord Biſhop of Vincbeſter, without the 
Advice or Conſent of the Lord Duke of Gloucefter, or 
of his Majeſty's Privy Council, contrived and purpoſed 
to lay Hands on his aer 5. Perſon, and te have 
removed him from Eltham, the Place that he was then 
in, to Vindſor, there to put him under the Govern- 
ment of ſuch Perſons as he pleaſed. 

The Biſhop's Anſwer to this Article was, That he 
never could propound to himſelf any Advantage by 
removing the King, or taking him into his Cuſtody or 
* Charge, nor did eyer intend to meddle with any Thing 

about the King's Perſon, without the Advice of the 
Privy Council, as in Time and Place he could prove. 

III. That the Lord Biſhop of Hinchefter, knowing 
that the Dake of Glowcefler had reſolved to prevent his 
Deſign of ſeizing the King's Perſon at Eltham, laid wait 
for him, by placing armed Men at the End of London 
Bridge, and in the y indows of the Chambers and Cel- 
lars in Squthwark, to have killed him, if he had paſſed 
that Way; all which is againſt the King's Peace, and 
Duty of a true Subject. 0:51 | 

he Biſhop's Defence to this heavy Charge was this, 

© That true indeed it is that he did — 4 a certain 
Number of armed Men, and ſet them at the Foot of 
London Bridge, and other Places, without any Inten- 
* tion ta do any bodily Harm th the Duke of Glaucefter, 
but merely for his own Safety and Defence, being in- 
* formed by ſeveral credible Perſons, that the Lord Duke 
* of Glouceſter had purpoſed bodily Harm to him, and 
X wan together a Company of e for that 
IV. That the late King Henry V. told him, That, 

When he was Prince, a Man was ſeized in his dn. 

| | wag 
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King Heawy VI. who was hid behind the Hangings, and confeſſed, after 


_ [196] 


his Apprehenſion, that he was ſet at work by the Biſbop 
of Winchefter, to kill the Prince in his Bed. He waz 
delivered to the Earl of Arundale, who drowned him in 

2 Sack in the Thames. 

To this Accufation the Biſhop replied, * That he 
© was ever 2 true and faithful Subject to his Sovereigns, 
< and never purpoſed or =. any Treaſon apai 
< any of their Perſons, and eſpecially againft his wy 
© reign Lord King Henry V. And this he thought was 
< ſufficiently evident to any; that conſidered the great 
Wiſdom and Courage of the ſaid K ing, and the 5721 
FTruſt he repoſed in him ſo as he remained King, 
which he would not have done had he found him gut 
< of ſuch Uufaithfulneſs to him while he was Prince, 

V. That the Biſhop of #inchefler, in the Sickneſs of 

King Henry IV. adviſed his 8on Prince Henry to aſſume 
the Government of the Nation before his Father 
Death, 28 the ſaid Prince himſelt told him. 
Tbe Biſhop replied, © That this was meer Czlumny, 
© which could not be proved; and he hoped the Path 
© ment would appoint them Judges, that he might vin. 
< dicate his Honour, or elſe leave him to fue out h 
6 _ before ſuitable Judges. 

VI. Fhat the Lord Biſhop of Winche/ter had, in his 
Letter to the Duke of Bed/ord; plainly deelared his ma- 
ticious Purpoſe of afſembling the People, and ſtirring uy 


2 Rebellion in the Nation, contrary to the King's Peace, 


The Biſhop's Anſwer to this Aceuſation was, That 
© he never had any Intention to diſturb the Peace of the 
Nation, or raiſe any Rebellion, but ſent to the Duke 
© of to come over in Haſte to ſettle all Things 
that were prejudicial to the Peace; and though he had 
© indeed written in the Letter, That if be tarried, ut 
Huli put the Land in Adventure by a Field, ſuch « 
© Brother you have here ; he did not mean it of any De- 
©. ſigu of his own, but concerning the ſeditious Aſſem- 
blies of Mafons, Carpenters, Titers, and Plaiſterers; 


© whay' being diſtaſted by the late Act of Parliament 
© againſt exceflive Wages of thoſe Trades, had gi 

out many ſeditious Speeches and Menaces againſt the 
Great Men, which tended much to Rebellion; and 


yet the Duke of G/exce/ter did not uſe his Endeavors, 
0G yy ' 4 35 
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« 25 he to have done in his Place, to ſuppreſs ſuch King Hewy VI. 
« unlawful Aſſemblies, ſo that he feared the King and 
« his-good Subjects muſt Have made a Field to with- 
$ ſtand them: To prevent which, he chiefly defired the 
© Duke of Bedford to come over. 


This Charge, and the Anſwers to it, being thus deli- Which are re- 
vered into the Parliament, the further Examination of it ferred to a ſeleQ 
was, by the Houſes, devolved upon a ſelect Number of 
Lords, viz. Henry Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Thomas 
Duke of Exeter, Fohn Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Biſhop 
of Durham, Philip Biſhop of Worce/fler, John Biſhop 
of Bath, Hum Earl of Stafford, Ralph Lord Crom- 
well, and Maſter Alnzwy#e, Keeper of the Privy Seal; 
who, having thoroughly examined all Matters, acquitted 1197 ] 
the Biſhop, and, by a formal Award, enjoined them to 
be firm Friends for the future; and by ſuch Inducements ru. 3 
wrought upon them, that they ſhook Hands, and parted quitted of the 
with all outward Signs of perfect Love and Agreement, Charge. 
which gave a mighty Satisfaction to all People, both of 
the Clergy and Laity. And the King, by the Advice , Recogcikstion 
of his Council, made 2 un Feaſt at Fhritfuntide, between him and 
to rejoice for this happy Reconciliation. At this Feaft be Duke of 
the Duke of Bedford, Regent of France, Knighted King 63 
Henry, who immediately made Richard Plantagenet 
Earl of Cambridge, Duke of York; and reftored 7obn 
Lord Mowbray, Earl Marſhal, Son of Thomas Duke of 
Norfolk, who was baniſhed'by Richard II. to the Title 
and Stile of Duke of Norfolt; and made above forty 
others Knights, After this the Parliament fat till the 
I5th of Fane following; but did nothing more than raiſe 
a Supply of Men and Money to carry on the 3 
of France, which were gathered out of the great Cities 


and Towns of the Kingdom a 

The whole Buſineſs of this Seffion of Parliament was 
almoſt — in ſettling the Differences between 
theſe two Great Men, very little elſe of Moment being 
done at it. What is anywiſe ſignificant is as follows : | 

After the Biſhop of Mincbeſter was diſcharged of the 
Chancellorſhip, Joln Biſhop of Bath' and Nelli was 
alſo diſmiſſed from being Treaſurer of England; and the 
latter delivered to the Duke of Bedford the King's Great 
*al of Gold, in a Leathern Bag, which the 3 7 

| ewe 
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King Heorg VL, ſhewed it openly, and afterwards gave the ſame to Ji; 


Kempe, Biſhop of London, as Chancellor of England.. 
The Biſhop. of Durham, by Virtue of a Privy Seal to 

him directed, delivered the Laſt Will and Teſtament of 
enry V. which was ſealed with the Great and the Pri 

Seals of the Private Signet, to the Lords of the Cound) 


who gave the ſame to the Safe-keeping of Maſter Jillian 


Alnewyke, Keeper of the Privy Seal. It was then all 
enacted, That the Lords of the Council ſhall have ful 
Power to bind the King, his Heirs and Succeſſors, to 
his Creditors in one Security for 40,900 /. 

It was enacted, That the King's Council ſhould have 


Power to end all ſuch Bills as are not finiſhed by Parlia- 


A Subſidy. 


ment. And, March 20, the Chancellor of England, by 
2 Commiſſion from the King, prorogued this Parliament 
from the ſame Day, unto Monday next after the Feaſt 
of St. George, at Leiceſter aforeſaid. 

But, tho this Prorogation was only to the latter End 
of April, we hear of no more of their Proceedings till the 
firſt Day of June, the Day of their Diſſolution ; when, 


by common Aſſent, the fame Subſidy on Woolls, Gr. 


with Tonnage and Poundage, was granted for two 
Years, as in the preceding Parliaments. 

But, in the Petitions of the Commons in this Parlia- 
ment, we find that another Stroke was made at the Cler- 


— which was, That no Man ſhould make any Ad- 


The Pope's Me- 


vowſon, Preſentation, Collation, or InduQtion, to any 
Foreigner, of any Benefice or other Eccleſiaſtical Dig- 
nity, on Pain of a Premunire ; and that every Perſon 
might preſent again for the Non-Reſidence of the In- 
cumbent. To the firſt, the King will be adviſed ; and 
to the other, the Biſhops have promiſed to take Order 
therein. I | —_ | 

It is probable theſe Anſwers of the King to the Pet - 
tions of the Commans, on the foregoing Heads, which 
amounted in the firſt to a Denial of paſting the Bill 
proceeded from the ſtrong Remonſtrances which Mar- 
tin V. then Pope, had made both to the King and 


naring Letter to Parliament againſt it. The Pope's Letters on this Oe. 


the Parliament, caſion are preſerved by Biſhop Burnet ; the latter d 


—— _— which to the Parliament, requiring them utterly to fe- 
NTT” r peal the Statute of Proviſors, is ſo lar as to deſerve 


e Soon after made Archbiſhop of York, Le Neve's Fafti Ec, A. 
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\ Place in theſe Inquiries, in its own Language, under King Henry vl. 
this Note. The next Inſtrument, from the ſame Au- [ 199 J 
thority, contains the Subſtance. of a Speech made by the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury to the Houſe of Commons, to 
move them to a Repeal of that Act. 
Upon the 28th of February, this Seſſion, the Archbi- bs Archbiſhop 
ſhops of Canterbury and York; the Biſhops of London, Mk ne toy 
t. Commons, in 
d Martinus Ep: Servus Servorum Dei, wenerabilibus Fratribus & Favour of the 
dileis Filiis, Nobilibus wiris Parliament i Regni Angliz, Salutem & Apo- Pope's Demand, 
alicam genedictionem 
Multis nunciis ac fr bus exbortationibus, pro debito paſtoralis officit, 
vn ac Regnum veſtrum batt anus admonuimus, ut pro ſalute animarum weſtra- 
rum, & ipfius Regni Honore quoddam deteſtabile Statutum contra Divinum & 
Humanum = itum, fine interitu ſalutis æternæ nullatenus ſervari 
poteſt, » Et queniam id fine Parliamelto tolli non poſſe, ex parte 
Char ſimi in Chrifto Filti noftri Henrici Regis Angliz iiluſtris, DileFto Filie 
Magiſiro Juliano Cauſarum curiæ Cameræ Apoſtolice tori, tunc Nuncio 
nſtro, reſponſum extitit, in quo (quam primum poſſet ) convocato, quod fibi 
poſſible 2 pro nofire Reguiſitionis executione ſe fafturum, idem Rex pol- 
licitus eft, proteflans Furibus ac Priuilegiis Sanft& Romanz Ecclefio & 
Sedis Apoſtolice in nullo welle detrabere aut derogare, Nos wolentes ſolita 
erga vn manſuetudine uti, decrevimus uſque ad ipfius Parliamenti tempus 
expeftare, — quod tam Rex juxta ſuam Regiam Promiſſionem, quam 
von pro ſalute animarum weftrarum, Sanfe ac Catholice ſecundum noftram 
Reguiſitionem concludetis, Jtague cum Parliamentum ( ut fertur ) jam inflet, 
vas omnes quorum animas naſtræ cure Dominus nofter Jeſus Chriſtus commiſer, 
bortamur, monemus, ob ſerramus, ut unanimes veſtrarum amimarum ſalutem, ac 
conſcientiarum puritatem pres cæteris rebus amantes, prædictum abominabile 
Statutum (quod qui obſervat vel obſervari faciat ſalvari non poteſt) penitus 
tollatur, & de Regno in perpetuum aboleatis, Quod fi quis forfitan wobix 
contrarium perſuadere audeat, quicunque ille fit, Secularis vel Ecclefiaſtici 
Status, tanguam boſtem animarum we & bhonorum nullatenus audite ; 
nec eum virum Catbolicum reputetis, qui adver ſus Romante Eccieſæ Autto- 
taten, Furaque & Privilegia Sedi Apoſtolic Divinitus conceſſa, aliguid 
nachinar? pra ſumpſerit, quious ipſe Rex weſter Illuftris nolle ullatenus dero- 
gare publice prote eff. Nos quidem ipfi ſumus ab omnipotenti Deo Jeſa 
Chriſto, ſuper voz & Univerſalem Ecclefiam conflituti, cujus Dofirine ac 
perſuafioni fine ulla Contradictioue omnimodam fidem wor & quilibet Chriſti- 
atus babere debetis : Nos tamen etfi indignos, oves ſuas paſcere Chriſtus vo- 
rad) aperiendi ac Solvendi Carlos tradidit. # A quis nos audit, 
evi Chriſti teftimonium Chriſtianum audit; & quis nes ſperuit, Chriſtum 
Jpernere convincitur, Et quoniam de wobiz ac fingulis Chiiſtianis in diſtricte 
Dei Fudicio rationem reddituri ſumus, ideo wor pro ſalute weſtra tam ſæpe 
lens efficaciter admonemus ; & ne quiſquam ſub alicujus damni temporalis 
Þetextu wor ab hac noftra Catholica Dottrina ſubmoveat, ecce vo premptos 
paratoſque offerimus, omnibus cauſis, propter guas dictum Statutum conditum 
oe pre tur, ſalubriter providere, ita ut nec Regno nec euiquam private 
A "ne prejudicrum aliguod ex ipfius Statuti abolitrone accidere. Super 
7 omnibus et_noſftrg intentione, plene inſtractło dilatto Filio Magiftro Joanni 
rode dio Regno Nuncio & eri nofirs, dabitis Credentiæ ple- 


Dat, Rene, apud Santos A poſtolos, tertio Die Ofobris, Pontificatus 


noſtti Anno decimo. 


Lien Burnet's Collactien of Records, Vol. I. p. 99. 
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St. David's, Bly, and Nortvieh; with the Abbots of Bill 2 
Weiſiminfler and Reading, went to the Houſe of Con. w 
mons, then ſitting, according to Cuſtom, in the Refec. C 
tory of the Abbey of Weftminfter : And here the Arch. J. 
biſhop of Canterbury declated the Occaſion of his co- m 


ming, premiſing a Proteſtation, that neither himſelf nor be 


any of his:Brethren intended to offer any Thing in Pre. 4 


judice of the King's Prerogative, or any other Part of 


To which the 
Commons pay 


no Regard, 
| to no Reſolution either for repealing or explaining thi 


- 


Anno Regni 6. ed for the War, 


1428, 
At Weſtminſter, 


the Conſtitution. Aſtet this iminary Diſcourſe he 8 
took this Text for the Subject of what he deſigned to t 
ſay, Render unto Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar i, and Ci 
unto God the Things that are God's. From theſe Word Fl 
he took Occaſion to ſtate the Fecleſiaſtical and Civil t 
Juriſdictions, and to point out the Barrier between the Wi © t! 
Church and State. From hence he went on to the ! 
Pope's Supremacy ; and that the granting Proviſion t 
was one Branch of this Privilege, he attempted to prove IL 
from Scripture, Preſcription; and the general Conſent of re 
Chriſtendom. He therefore req the Commons to Wi © tt 
conſider how much the Salvation of their own Souls, 1 
and the Happineſs of the Kingdom, was concerned in © th 
givin the Pope Satisfaction; putting them in Mind of 4 

Janger. of an InterdiQ, unleſs the Statute of Pre- he 
munire was repealed: And after he had preſſed the Mat- an 
ter home, and diſcovered a great deal of Heartineſ and WW core 
Zeal in the Affair, even with Teats in his Eyes, e Exc 
withdrew with the reft of his Brethren. The Con- be! 
mons debated the Matter, but were not ſatisfied, it 1 
ſeems, with the Archbiſhop's Arguments, for they cane Sth 


Act above-mentioned; but, on the contrary, reſolved 6 "= 
petition the King as aforeſaid *.. 


The War with France ſtill continued to be carried a Ca 
with great Vigour on both Sides; but the French King I tk 
and his Party had the worſt of it by far, till the unfor Rp 
tunate Siege of Orleans was undertaken 5 which being oc 
raiſed by that wonderful Heroine, Joan la Pucelle, is O 
Engliſh Intereſt in that Kingdom, from that Time fo Ne 
ward, began to * A freſh Supply being much want 

Tits of Summons were ordered o 
for calling a Parliament to meet at 1efAminſrr on be Rd! 
. 9uindet R's F 
e Burntt, it ſupa, | 
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Quindene of St. Michael, or O#. 13, in the Year 1428 ; King Henry VI. 
when, being all aſſembled before the King in the Painted | 
Chamber of the Palace, Fohn Kempe, Archbiſhop of 
York, then Chancellor, opened the Cauſe of the Sum- 
mons, taking for his Text theſe Words out of Macea- © 201 J 
bees, Sine Providentia Regali impeſſibile eft Pacem Rebus 
dare; from which he deduced two Heads of Diſcourſe, 
© The firſt was the Duty of the Prince towards his 
Subjects; and the other the Duty of the Subjects to 
« their Prince. The firſt of theſe he again ſubdivided 
(into three other Points belonging to it; that the Sub- 
«jets ſhould be defended from any foreign Invaſion ; 
« that join Dog's be indifferently adminiſtred; and 
© that Peace ſhould be kept within the Realm. Three 
© Things, he ſaid, alſo belonged to the Subjects; firſt, 
"that they ſhould grant large Supplies for their better 
© Defence in Time of War; in Peace, that they would 
© readily obey their Magiſtrates, and meekly to ſubmit 
© themſelves to the known Laws of the Land. All 
© which the better to accompliſh, the King had called 
© this Parliament, and — — all their Liberties: 
And, that Buſineſs might be ſooner begun and ended, 
he defired the Commons to make Choice of a Speaker 
© and preſent him the next Day before the King.“ Ac- 


{ WY cordingly the Commons choſe Fohn Tyrrel, Eiq; whoſe Jann Tyner, 
+ WH Excuſe not being allowed, with the uſual Proteſtation, ng 
„be was admitted. N 

1 This Parliament ſat, from the Date aforeſaid, to the 

sch of December; but no Account of any Buſineſs done 


at it is given us. By reaſon of Chriſtmas Holidays, it 
was then prorogued, - the Lord- Protector, to the Quin 
dne of St. Hilary, or the 28th of January following. 

The firſt Thing we find then mentioned, is the An extraordi- 
Grant of a Subſidy, (tho' no doubt it had been ſettled : Spas * 
in the firſt Seffion) which was 35. a Ton for all Wine - 
mported, and 12 d. in the Pound for all Merchandize : 

ooll, Wooll-fells, and all Manner of Woollen Cloth 
ported, to pay nothing. Beſides this, there was an 
common Sort of a Tax granted by this Parliament in 
be Nature of a Poll-Tax; That all Inhabitants, 

ouſeholders, within every Pariſh of the Realm, Cities 
ind Burghs excepted, ſo that there be ten Perſons keep- 
og Houſe in ſuch Pariſh, ſhall pay to the King 65. 84. 
Vor. II. O of 
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Houſeholder inhabiting in each Pariſh, where there are 
ten of them, and whoſe Churches extend to the Value 
of ten Marks, ſhall pay to the King 135. 4 d. Alf, 
That every 8 Houſeholder within the Cities 


Towns of this Kingdom, the Value of 


and 2 

whoſe Pariſh Church amounts to the Sum of 20 f. fer 
Annum, ſhall pay to the King 25. and fo above to the 
higheſt Value of the ſaid Churches; ſaving to thoſe 
Cities and Boroughs their Franchiſes and Liberties, 


Alſo every Perſon, being in Poſſeſſion of Freehold Lands 


to the Value of a whole Knight's Fee, ſhall pay 65. 84, 
and after that Rate to the fourth Part of a Knight's Fee, 
to be paid at the Times aſcertained, Truſting always 
that the Lords Spiritual will tax themſelves a whole 
Diſme, for the Defence of the King and Realm zfore- 
ſaid. No Member of Parliament to be either a Com- 
miſſioner or Collector of this Tax. 

Several uſeful Statutes were paſſed this Parliament; 
Firſt, That, by reaſon of the quick Return of Capial 
in the Kings Bench, Exigents were granted and awarded, 
whereby divers Perſons being, by baſe and fraudulent 
Practices, outlaw'd, their Goods and Chattels were im- 
mediately ſeized as forfeited to the King; and ſo divers 
of his Majeſty's good and faithful Subjects were utterly 
undone, as by Complaint of the Commons in Parliament 
doth appear: Therefore, before any Exigents ſhall be 
granted for the future, every Capias ſhall be directed 
to the Sheriffs, at leaſt Six Wee and if, upon the 
Return, the Judges ſhall think fit to grant an Exigen, 
— — proceed as formerly ; but that if any be grantel 
before the Return of the Writ, they ſhall be void. 

Secondly, That Sheriffs ſhall be obliged, under the fe- 
nalty of Forty Pounds, to deliver to all Plaintiffs, Tenants 
or Defendants, a true Copy of their Pannels fix Day 
before the Aſſizes, when they ſhall be fo requir'd by th 
faid Plaintiffs or Defendants. 

Thirdly, Whereas Sheriffs, by corrupt Juries, har 
been wrongfully indicted to the Tuſtices of Aſſize, it 
making falſe Returns of the Knights choſen in thel 
ſeveral Shires to ſerve in Parliament, by which Meat 
the Sheriffs were liable to pay 1001. Forfeiture, and the 
Enights loſt their accuſtom'd Wages in her” 

: . witno 


of ENGLAND: 


Sheriffs and Knights, againſt whom any Inqueſts or Of- 
fices of undue Election are found, ſhall, for the future, 
have their Anſwer and Traverſe to ſuch Inqueſts and 
Offices, and ſhall not be endamaged till duly convicted. 
Fourthly, It was ordained alſo by this Parliament, 
That ſeveral Commiſſions of Sewers be iſſued out 
by the Chancellor of England, into different Parts of the 
Kingdom, to cleanſe and repair all Walls, Ditches, 
Gutters, Bridges, Wears &c. to prevent the great In- 
undations of the Sea and Rivers, which had then hap- 
pened in divers Parts of the Nation. And a Form of a 
Commiſſion was compoſed on purpoſe that it might be 
the more effectual; and an Order is annex'd to it, That 
for ten Years next enſuing they ſhould be fo ſtrictly 
executed, that all Water-Courfes ſhould be cleans'd, 
and the Nation ſecur'd againſt frequent Inundations. 
Some Matters of leſs public Concern next occurs; 
as that it was ordained, by the King and the other 
Eftates of the Realm, that no Man ſhould contract or 
marry himſelf to any Qgeen of England, without a 
Special Licence firſt obtained from the King, on the 
Forfeiture of all his Lands and Goods to the Crown. It 
is remark'd by the Abridger, That the Biſhops and the 
inferior Clergy agreed to this Bill, ſo far as not to con- 
tradict the Laws of God and the Church, and ſo as no 
deadly Sin ſhould be occafion'd by it. But this Act is 
hot on the Roll; though it is probable it was then 
made on Occaſion of the humble Marriage of Queen 


to her Bed Owen Tudor, a Welſh Gentleman of no great 
Fortune, but faid to be deſcended from their Cadwallader, 
the firſt of the Britiſb Princes, and a long Race of his 
Deſcendants f. 


ckly in the laſt Parliament, yet it was too wide, at 
hrſt, ever to admit of a thorough Re-Union. The Pre- 
Pate, by his Intereſt or his Money, had found Means to 
Pdtain a Cardinal's Hat from Rome; and, by this Ele- 
ation in the Church, —_— himſelf more than equal, 

2 in 
f Biendi, Sam, Danielin Kennet, p. 332» 
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without Remedy ; therefore it was enacted, That the King Ny VI. 
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The Queen 


Although the Breach between Duke Humphrey and 
the Biſhop of Winobeſter had been in ſome Meaſure 


tloſed by a formal Concord and Agreement, made pub- The Biſhop of 
Wincheſter madꝭ 


a Cardinal. 


Katherine; who, about this Time, had thought fit to take Dowager matriey 
Owen Tudor 
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King Hewy VI. in Dignity, to the Protector of England. The latter's 
Jealouſy, in being eclipſed, we on ſuppoſe, occaſion- 
ed a Motion being made, in this Parliament, to both 
Houſes, by himſelf, for explaining the Title and Power 
of a Protector, or Defender of the Realm; affirming, 
that he would not fit in the Houſe till he underſtood 
what it was, ſince, as he ſaid, People ſpoke differently 
of it. 

This Affair was taken into Conſideration by the 

King's Council and the Lords of Parliament ; and, after 

due Deliberation, this Anſwer was returned to the Duke 

by them: That they did not think he had any great 

Right to be Protector; yet, to ſatisfy his Deſire, they 

© were content he ſhould be ſo, and have ſuch Power az 

© was. allowed him by Parliament in the firſt of this 

L204] * Reign. But, that the Name of the Protector and De- 
fender imported only a perſonal Duty of Attendance, 

1 in the actual Defence of the Realm againſt foreign 

2 Protetor of Enemies and inward Rebels; and not any particular 

England aſſigned Authority, ſuch as properly belongs to Tutors, Lieu- 

by Parliament. £ tenants, Governors, or Regents; for if they had deſigu- 
« ed otherwiſe they then would have expreſſed it at the 
© Time aforeſaid. Thus it was allowed that, in Coun- 
< cil, as principal Counſellor, he had Preheminence; 
c but, in Parliament, he had no Claim to any higher 
Place than as Duke of Glouceſter ; ſo they deſired hin 
© to be content with his Place in Parliament and with 
© the other Power aſſigned him, for they ſhould agree 
© to no other. Determination.“ This Order, or Award, 
was ſubſcribed by all the Biſhops, Lords, and others af 
the King's Council there preſent. Laſtly, it was en- 
ated, by Conſent of Parliament, That the Lords of the 
King's Council ſhould have full Power to determine al 
Petitions not yet ended, with the Advice of the Judge. 
And, accordingly, ſeveral Bllls and Petitions were at- 
ſwered and indorſed, by certain Lords, named in the 
Record, who met in the Star-Chamber for that Pur 
pole. 46 8 

J. Stowe tells us of an odd Affair that, he ſays, ap- 
pened this Parliament, which was this; 

A Femate Re- © © One Miſtreſs Stokes, with divers other ſtout Wo- 

monſtrance iv © men of Landon, of good Account and well apparel!eh 


Parliament a- ( 7 : t and 
gainſt the Dvke, came openly to the Upper Houſe of Wr 
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e delivered Letters to the Duke of Glonceſter, to the King Henry VI, 

« Archbiſhops, and other Lords there preſent, contain- 

«© ing Matters of Rebuke and ſharp Reprehenſion to the 

© ſaid Duke of Glouceſter, becauſe he would not deliver 

© his Wife Jagueline out of her grievous Impriſonment, 

« being then detained Priſoner by the Duke of Burgun- 

4, and ſuffering her there to remain, unkindly, whilſt 

© he kept another Adultereſs, contrary to the Law of 

God, and the honourable Eftate of Matrimony s.“ 
What good Succeſs this virtuous Remonſtrance, from 

the Ladies, had, our Author is ſilent; we may very well 

ſuppoſe their Arms were too feeble to hurt ſo great a C 205 J 

Man as the Lord- Protector. 5 
But, to verify what this old Hiſtorian has given us, 

we find, in the Proceedings of this Parliament, a Petition 

from the Commons t6 the ſame Purpoſe: And that it 

might have the greater 2 with it, it is tacked as 

a ky to the Grant of a Subſidy, and the other Tax 

annexed, We ſhall make no Scruple therefore to give it 

the Reader in its own Words, and alſo without any other 

Comment. | us 


A. $O forſeene that my Lady of Glouceſter liueth in 

fo grete Dolour and Hevyneſs, and hath ſo lament- 
ably writen to our Soverain Lord, and to all the Eſtates of 
this noble Roiaume to be pourveyde fore be way of Tretee, 
or in otherwiſe, be the hie Wiſdome of our Soverain Lord, 
and the habundant Diſcretion of the Lords of his Coun- 
ſeill, that her Perſone and the Alliance betwene this noble 
Roiaume and hir Landes, had and continued, be put in 
Salvetee and Sickerneſſe, in 1 ws Comforte of the ſaid 
Commens, and of all that they been comyn for. 


This Parliament ſat this Time from Fanuary 28 to 
the 25th of March following, which was in the Lear 
1429, the Day the aforegoing Tax and Subſidy were 
— For it was always the Cuſtom in all foregoing 
arliaments as well as this, never to give any Money 
till all their Petitions and Grievances were anſwered 
and redreſſed. Though it is as cuſtomary alſo to find 
theſe Grants entered the firſt on the Rolls of any Buſi- 
nels done in each Parliament. 

O 3 * 
$ Steꝛbe s Chronicle, p. 369, 
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King Henry VI. 


Anno Regni $, 
1429. 
At niger. 
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The Parliamentary His Touv 
Year, 1429, being the 8th of this King, 


This 
another Parliament was ſummoned to meet at H/:/tmin. 
Aer on the Day after the Feaſt of St. Matthew, or Sg. 


tember 22 ; and being all aſſembled, the King himſelf 
ſitting in the Chair of State, in the Painted Chamber, 
John Kempe, Archbiſhop of Teri, Lord- Chancellor, 
opened the Cauſe of this Summons, under theſe Words 
of St. Luke, Duomodo flabit Regnum, &c, . 

From which Text he argued, < That, in the Realm 
© of England, three Cauſes were to be noted which hin- 
© dered its Advancement. Firſt, Want of Faith, which 
© is the Root of all good Works, Ee guod fine Fide im- 
© poſſibile e placere Deo; Secondly, Want of Fear, 
© which was the chief in every Mind, Nam qui timet 
© nihil, negligit ; and, Lafily, The Want of upright Ju- 
© ſtice; the Pillar of every Kingdom, for, Ex 22 
© ſequitur Pax, et ex Pace Rerum Abundantia maxim 
© procreatur. | 

© Inftead of theſe three Virtues, three abominable 
© Vices, he ſaid, were ſprung up ; namely, Infidelity, 
© by Errors and Hereſies; Obſtinacy,- inſtead of Fear; 
and Opprefſion, in the Place of Juſtice: Through In- 


fidelity, he told them, that the late Troubles in Ger- 


< many, and the Deſtruction of the Kingdom of Bohemia 
© had happened. Fear, he again divided in two Parts, the 
© one ſpiritual and virtuous, as fearing God, and Man for 
God); the other, carnal and vicious, from whence 
< ſprung Murmurs and Rebellion, which would procure 
< ſuch Deſtruction as happened to Dauthan and Abiran. 
From Oppreſſion enſued the transferring of King- 
© doms, according to the Wiſe Man, Regnum a Gente 
© in Gentem hom 57 a7 rt Injuſtitias & Injurias, 
But that if true Faith, due Fear, and ſtrict Juſtice was 
© reſtored, there was then no Doubt but this would be 
© a flouriſhing Kingdom. He concluded, That as the 
© Prince was bound to defend the Subjects, and to keep 
Peace, ſo ought the Subjects to grant largely to the 
© Prince out of their Goods, that he might be enabled 
© to perform the ſame, to which End the fle Parliament 


© was called. He then directed the Commons to chuſe 
< their Speaker, and preſent him as uſual.” 
The next Day the Commons came again before the 


King and Lords ; when certain of their Members in- 
; | formed 
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formed the Houſe that they had choſen one William Al. 
hngton, Eſq; to be their Speaker, but deſired a Reſpite 
of two Days before they preſented him ; which being 
oranted, the ſaid William Allyngton, on the fourth Day 
of the Seſſion, made the uſual Proteſtation, and was 
allowed. 

During the Sitting of this Parliament, the King ha- 
ving now entered into the gth Year of his Age, and 
ſhewing a toward Pregnancy of Wit and Parts, it was 
thought proper to admit him, as it were, into his Regal 
Dignity, by a Coronation. Accardingly on the 6th of 
November, being the Feaſt of St. Leonard, the Ceremony 
was performed at Weftminfter, with great Solemnity. 
And, very ſoon after, a Motion was made in the Houſe 
of Lords, That fince the King had taken upon him 
the Protection and Defence of the Realm by his Coro- 
© nation, the Name and Power of Protector and Defen- 
der, granted to the Dukes of Bedford and Glouce/ter, 


© from the Day of the ſaid Coronation, ſhould utterly 


© ceaſe : And that they the ſaid Dukes ſhould have the 
Name of principal Counſellors only; any Order to 
the contrary notwithſtanding,” Which Motion, after 
ſome Debate, was agreed — 2 the whole Houſe ; and 
the Duke of Bedford ſtanding up, in full Parliament, did 
relinquiſh the ſaid Titles, as to his own Perſon, ſo al- 
a, that the ſaid Releaſe ſhould no way hurt his Title 
as Duke of Bedford. 

It was not till the twelfth Day of December that a 
Supply was granted by this Parliament, of one whole 
Tenta and one Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity 
Tho' afterwards, on the Twentieth of the ſame Month, 
the Commons, at the ſpecial Inſtance and Defire of the 
Biſhop of Vincheſter, juſt then made a Cardinal, grant- 
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WILLIAM Ar- 
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choſen Speaker. 


The King 
crown'd, and the 
ProteRorſhip 
diflolved, 
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A large Subſidy, 


ed another Tenth and a Fifteenth, to be levied as above, 


but not to be paid till Chriſimas come T welvemonth. 
They 


kd The Memorial of this whole Proceeding in Parliament is in ths 
Public As ; in which is this remarkable Clauſe. 
| Pro eo etiam quod, Aviſamento diligenti & Deliberatione matura habitis 
inter Dominss Spirituales & Temporales, in præſenti Parliaments axiſtentes, 
utrum dium Nomen Protectoris & Defenſoris, ex Cauſa 22 ceſſare 
| dcberer, necne ] Auditiſque & intellectis nonnullis fotabila us Rationibus & 
Allegationibus in bac Parte fatiis, tandem wydebatur prafatis Dominis Spi- 
mualibas & Temporalibus. guod dictum Nomen Protectori: & Defen ſorts, 4 
T 'mpore Coronativns preditte, ex Cauſis pradiftis, ſpecialiter eeffare de- 


offer, 


Nenine tamen, dc. Fed. Ang. Tom, X. p. 436. 
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King Henry VI. They alſo gave the King a Grant of Tonnage ang 
Poundage, to continue till the next Parliament. This 

liberal Donation, at the Prelate's Requeſt, ſhews, that 

the new. made Cardinal was in high Eſteem with them, 

at that Time; and his Title has gained a Place in the 

Records themſelves, as follows : | , 
Reverendiſſimus in Chriſto Pater Deminus Henticus, 

Permiſſione divina, Titulo Sancti Euſebii Preſbyteri Car- 

dinalis de Anglia vulgariter nuncupatus, 

On the ſame Day the Chancellor, by the King: 

Command, and the Conſent of the Biſhops and Lords, 

prorogued the Parliament unto Monday next after the 


Feaſt of St, Hilary next enſuing, on Account of the 
Holidays. | be 


Being again aſſembled, the firſt Thing they did wa 
to take under Conſideration the preſent high Eſtate of 
the Cardinal Biſhop of Vincbeſter; the firſt of the 
Engliſþ Nation who came to that Dignity, as the Re. 
cord teſtifies *: And becauſe that Dignity exempted 
him from being of the King's Council, but at his own 
Pleaſure, therefore the reſt of the Biſhops and Lord 
conſented to join in an humble Requeſt to the ſaid Car- 
dinal, that he would vouchſafe to be made one of the 
Council; under a Proteſtation that the ſaid Cardinal 
ſhould abſent himſelf in all Aﬀairs and Counſels of the 
King, whenever the Pope or See of Rome was concerned 
in them. Which Requeſt, ſo-made, the Cardinal con- 

deſcended to grant under the ſaid Condition. 
The Cardinal in This High Prieſt was at that Time in ſuch Eſtima. 
great Eſteem tion alſo with the Commons, in Parliament, that they 
———_— Came unanimouſly joined in a Petition to. the King, praying 
| him, that, in Conſideration of the great and notable 
Services he had done the Crown, both under the preſent 
King and his Father, that he would grant him a full 
Pardon for whatever he had acted contrary to the Laus; 
L 208 ] particularly in regard tothe Statute of Præmunire. This 
Petition was granted ; and, conſequently, the Cardinal 
was ſkreened from all Proſecutions. Two Acts were 
alſo paſſed in the Cardinal's Favour, at this cm re- 
ating 
«M » Os enſatis ribus in no Anglie viſum 10 
fe verit, +: - wv . — 2 — — Nee 
"rad ea era ab a Parl. 8 Ein. V. 


F ENGLAND. 
lating to ſome Loans of Money he had lent the King on King 
his Jewels; which will be mentioned in the Sequel *. 

Authority was given to the King's Council to make 
Securities to ſeveral Creditors of the Crown, for the 
Sum of 50,000 J. It was alſo ordained, That the Trea- 
ſurer and Victualler of the important Town of Calais 
ſhall receive a certain Quantity of Mercantile or Staple 
Ware, and other Revenues, within the ſaid Town, for 
the Payment of the Garriſon there, and the neceſſary 


Reparations. 


The valiant Lord Talbot being then a Priſoner in [ 209 } 


France, the King, by common Conſent, agreed to releaſe 
Sir William Barbazam, Knt. a French Priſoner, as Part 
of his Ranſom, provided the ſaid Sir William was not 
impeached for the Death of the Duke of Burgundy. It 
is remarkable that this Lord Talbot had ſerved the late 
King in his Wars two Years, without any Wages. At 
the . Time it was agreed by Parliament, That the 


Duke 

i This Petition, with the two Acts, are printed at large in Rymer ; 
and the former, being ſomewhat extraordinary, deferves a Place in this 
Hiſtory in its origiaal Language. i I 

Item, Priount les Comunes gue pleaſe a vous treſgracious Seigneur. 

Conſiderant les treſgraunds 8 2 Services 2 5 a Vous, 
come a weſtre trefnoble Pere, qui Dieu aſſoile, avaunt ces Heures, faitez 
k treſverent Pere en Dieu, Henry Beaufort, Preſtre Cardinale, ſouth la 
Title de Saint Euſede, & Eveſue de Wyncheſtre, d'ordiner & grauntier, 
par Aſſent dex Seigneurs Eſpirituelx & Temporelx, en ceft veſtre preſent Par- 
lenent efleanz; par Aubtorite de meſme le Parlement, que le dit Henry Car- 
d nal, par quecongue Neun meſme le Henry ſojt nome, ne nul aultre, ſerra 
mye, purſue, wexe, emplede, ou grave, par vous, ou wes Heires, ou Succeſ- 
ſeurs, Royes d Engleterre, ne par aſcud aultre Perſon, a Cauſe d'aſcun Pro- 
fon, ou d aſcun Offenſe, ou Miſpriſion, fait par le dit Henry en countre 
oſcun Eflatute des Proviſours, ou par Cauſe d'aſcun Exemption, Reſceit, Ac- 
eptation, Admiſſion, ou Execution d'aſcunz Bulles Papalles, a luy en aſcun 
Maniere faitz, merque le dit Henry Cardinal, & cheſcun aultre, de toutez 
1% Maner d Actions, Purſuites, Empechements, et Vexations, et de toute 
(boſe gueuæ ſerroient en Offenſe de os Leyes en celle Partie, a Cauſe ſui ſdit, 
et de toutz aultres Actions er Purſuites, dount Puniſſement, ſemblable al Pu- 
n/ſement contenutz en Eftatutz; de Proviſours, viendroit ou ſurdroit, ſotent, et 
cheſcun de eux ſoit, + meſme l Auftoritee, en vert wous, vor Heires et Suc- 
ert, ent quitez & diſcbargeæ tout autrement, et que tout tielm Action: 

| Purſuites, envers le dit Henry Cardinal, er cbeſcun auitre, a Cauſes ſur- 
liter, ſoit extientes, et pleinement paritez, voidex, caſſex et irrites. 

Et due vou, vos Heires et Succeſſours, — et ſoſ ent, de tout Manere en- 
ſerrelſe, et de tout Maners 4 Actions et urſuites, aer cu purſuer par celle 

ncbeſon, envers le dit Henry Cardinal er cbeſcun aultre, forcloſe et excluſe, 
” touz fours, par I Aufeorite ſuſdit ; aſcun Eftatutes et Ordinancez, 
aul a tontraire, nient 'objtants, 
| Reſporſo Regis. Fiat prout petitur, quantum ad prædictum Cardinalem, 
mnes alios qui Oecaſione ejuſdem Cardinalisimpe'i poterunt vel implay 
n. Fed. Ang, Tom, X, P · 516. 17 
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King Henry VI, Duke of Orleans, Couſin to the King, who had been a 
| Priſoner in England ever ſince the Battle of Agincour, 
and was then in the Cuſtody of Sir Thomas Cumberwerth 
Ent. ſhould be deliver'd to Sir Jabn Cornwal, Kut. by 
him to be ſafe kept; and that the Duke of Bourbon, 
taken at the ſame Battle, ſhould be committed to the 

Cuſtody of Sir Themas Cumberworth. 
This Parliament ſat to the 23d of February, on which 
: Day, as if they could not be tired with granting Money, 
AnotherSublidy, they gave the _ the ſame Subſidy on Woolls as wa 
| ited in former Parliaments, for two Years, And at 
the ſame Time they conſented to ſhorten the Payment 
of the laſt Tenth and Fifteenth, to relieve the preſling 

Neceſſities of the State. 

Articles for the Before they were diſſolved they alſo agreed upon cer- 
Regulation of tain Articles, eighteen in Number, for the better Regu- 
— ug lation of the King's Council. All which ſaid Articles 
every one of the Lords of the Council, whoſe Names 
are there ſpecified, promiſed faithfully to perform. The 
Abridger of the Records has made but two Obſervz- 
tions on theſe Articles; the one, That the Dukes of Bed. 
ford and Glouceſter were accounted no higher in Coun- 
cil than as two of the ſame Body; the other is, That al cor 
ſuch Officers, Civil or Military, who have ſerved the 
King and his Father faithfully, ſhould be firſt preferret 
to Places and Benefices in the King's Gift. A goodly 
Precedent, ſays Pryzne, to encourage Officers to ſent img 
painfully and faithfully, when their Hoping is not turn- 
ed to Haltering. * An 
There were many Acts made in this Parliament, BW; | 
which. the Reader may, if he pleaſes, conſult all together Pet 
in the Statutes at large But an Account of two « heit 
L210 ] three of them cannot well be omitted in theſe Inquire. heir 
The firſt was, That the Biſhops and the inferior Ant 
« Clergy coming to attend their Service in Parliament, 
do © ſhall have the ſame Privilege, in regard of the Pro- 
© teftion of their Servants, as the Peers of the Realm. WW an 
That every City, Berough, and Town in the King 
© dom, ſhall have at their own Charge a common hg. 
© lance and Weights, ſealed according to the Standarddl 


Adds relating 
Privilege ; 


Aae Weights e the Exchequer, in the Keeping of the Mayor or Com nd! 


ant Meatrtss e table. At which Balance all the Inhabitants of th 


© fame City or Town were to weigh, without pays 
an 
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$ any Thing; but Strangers were to pay a ſmall Pre- King Harry VI. 
um there ſpecihed. | 

| j pts alſo enacted, That whereas Knights of the 

6 Shire had of late been choſen by outragious and ex- 

6 cefhive Numbers of People, and of ſmall Subſtance ; vote: for 

« for the future, the ſaid Knights ſhall be elected in Knights of 


© every County, by People dwelling and reſident in the 
6 Counties, whereof every one ſhall have, in Lands 
© or Tenements, to the Value of 40s. by the Year, at 


« the leaſt, above all Charges ; and that they which 


« ſhall be ſo choſen ſhall be dwelling and reſident within 
« the. ſaid Counties, A 
In the Parliament, Toth Henry VI. Anno 1472, it 


Freehold,” This Statute is in Force at this Day; 
ut the Difference in the Value of Money, then and 
ow, will be beſt aſcertained by the Price of Proviſions 
ear this Period, Amongſt the Petitions there are alſo 
ame, with their Anſwers, which deſerve our Notice. 


the Conſtable and Marſhal of England; and that all 


done within the Realm, be tried by the Laws of the 
Nation. 


q Anſ. The Statutes made for that Purpaſe ſhall be kept, 
j Pet. That Sheriffs, and ſuch other Officers, be not 
* 


impeached by Proceſs out of the Exchequer, for Things 
not Jewable. 


Anſ. The King's Council ſhall have Power to determine 
ns Matter, 
Pet. That all Burgeſſes of Parliament may have 


heir Writs to the Shegiff of the ſame Shire, to levy 
their Fees and W ages. 


Anſ. The King will be adviſed. 

Pet. That all ſuch Soldiers as paſs thro the Realm 
nay pay for their Victuals and Lodging. 

An, The King will be adviſed. 

Pet. * That all Lands whatſoever do contribute to 
de Payment of Knights“ Fees coming to Parliament, 
xcepting the Lands of Biſhops, Peers, and Towns who 


nd Burgeſſes. 


Anl. The ſame as before. 
Com- 


n2s declared, That the ſaid 40 5. per Annum mult be 
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Shires limited te 
Freeholds of 40s, 


per 


Ann. 


Pet. That the Statutes, made on all Appeals for Petitions and 
Things done out of the Realm, ſhall be tried before Ant 
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Complaint being made to the Houſe of Commons 
that one William Late, Servant to William Mildred, oe 
of the Burgeſles for London, was committed to the F 
on an Execution of Debt, he was immediately diſcharg 
by the Privilege of the Houſe, and Authority given tg 
the Chancellor to appoint certain Perſons, by Commiſ. 
ſion, to apprehend him after the End of the Parliamen; 
The Abridger remarks, That no ſuch Man, as is her 
mentioned, can be arreſted in the Time of Parliament 
but for Treaſon, Felony, or Breach of the Peace, 

This Parliament being diſſolved February 23, fone 


4 
Petitions, which were not anſwered, were left, as wi ) 
uſual in'thoſe Days, to the Determination of the King's WW: ; 
Council. 1 
Immediately after the Diſſolution of this Parliament 1 
the young King Henry ſet out for France, attended vid "= 
u great Train of the Engli/þ Nobility and Gentry ; ai WI. ; 
arriving ſoon after at the City of Roan, in Norman, Wi. ; 
he was 2 his Abode there all the Summer; and, in M. "4 
vember, in the Year 14.30, the eighth of his Reign, he * 
was, with the greateſt Solemnity, crowned King d : 
France at Paris. * 
Whilſt the young Monarch and his Council wer 22 
exerciſing the Regal Power abroad, the Duke of C |... 
ceſler, who had been left Regent in his Abſence, knows 7 
ing the preſſing Occaſion they had for Men and Money... 
in order to carry on the French War, was obliged to ai dn. 
a Parliament at home for that Purpoſe. Writs were fa Tui 
out, dated November 7, and returnable at J/e/tmin 4 
the 12th of January following. all \ 
Being all met in the Painted Chamber, Hum and 
Duke of Gloucefter, called now Guardian or Keepers King 
England, being ſeated in the Chair of State, the C and 
mons being alſo preſent, commanded William Linu fm 
Doctor of Laws, to open the Cauſe of the Summa - -; 
( Joon Kempe, Archbiſhop of York and Chancellor, be ditan 
abſent by Sickneſs) who took for his Theme, E beld 
bitur Salium Regnt ejus. that 
On this he endeavoured to demonſtrate, © That Land 
© King and Kingdom ought to be eſtabliſhed by 2 th 
$ fold Virtue. The jir/t, by Unity; the next, * t I 
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© and the third, by Juſtice. Unity he ſubdivided into King Henry vi, 


« other three Parts, viz. Collectivam, as in gathering 
Goods together; the other, Con/i:tutivam, as in com- 
« paring the ſeveral Members of a Man's Body; the 
third, An as in Union of each Body My- 
« flical or Politic: Peace was alſo threefold; Peace 
© Monaſtical, which every Man hath over himſelf; 
« (Economical, as relating to the Government over his 
© Houſhould ; and Political, whereby the good Eſtate 


« of the King is beſt ſecured. And, /aftly, Juſtice had 
(its three Parts; the firft, every Subject's due Obedi- 


© Neighbours and Equals ; and the /aft, in _— the 
© Poor. He concluded with obſerving, That the afore- 
(ſaid Union was much broken within the Kingdom by 
« Whiſperers and Miſdoers ; from which an utter Sub- 
© verſion was like to enſue. That it was the King's 
full Deſire that every Eſtate in the Realm ſhould en- 
op all their juſt Liberties ; and prayed the Commons 
to chuſe their Speaker, and preſent him the next Day 
© to the Guardian.“ 


they preſented obn Hrrel, Eſq; whoſe Excuſe being 
refuſed, with the accuſtomed Proteſtation, he was al- 
lowed. 

The firſt Thing that we find entered on the Rolls in 
this Parliament was the Supply, tho” it was not granted 
till March 20, of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, and a 
Third of both. They alſo gave Tonnage and Pound- 


all Merchants Aliens, over and above the ſaid Tonnage 
and Poundage. The Commons alſo granted to the 
King 20s. from every Layman holding a Knight's Fee, 
and according to the Value, under or over. he ſame 
from the Clergy, for all Lands purchaſed fince the 20th 
of Edward I. And that all other Perſons, having Here- 
ditaments to the Value of 207. over all Reprizes, not 
held as above, ſhall alſo pay 20s. and ſo according to 
that Rate. This is another Inſtance of a Tax on 
Lands and Tenements k. 


| An 

* It is remarkable that the Inhabitants of the City of Lincoln only are 

crempted from Payment of one Third of the Tenth and Fifteenth ; but 
lor What Reaſon is not mentioned, 


tence to the —_— ; the ſecond, by adviſing his 


The ſame Day the Commons made a Report of their Joxx TAT, 
opeaker, as in the laſt Parliament; and, on January 1 * 


ſq; choſen 
peaker. 
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ae for two Years, with a Subſidy of the like Value on , Subſidy, | 


A Land-Tax, 


* . . ͤͤ—ö v ˙¹.ü̃ -u! 
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Baſtardy ; 
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To Executors 
of Wilks; 


Ads relating to 
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Lords, of the 8 * own Family, to be Commiſfionen 
for treating of a 
the Dauphin of France. 


It was ordained, That the King's Council, and other 


Head- Officers, exprefſed in the Record, ſhould har 
28 out of the Exchequer, by way of Reward, ſuch 

ees as arc there particularly mentioned. And, at the 
fame Time, Authority was given to the King's Council, 
to make Securities to the —_ Creditors, for the Loan 
of $0,000 2 — in the laſt Parliament. 6 

. Severa airs, relating to private „ Were 
tranſacted this Seffion : But ety one bo 
_ for our Purpoſe ; ſince it made a great Noiſe it 
that Time, and produced an Act of Parliament, ſtill in 
Force in our Statute-Books. The Caſe was this: 

A Charge of Baſtardy was alledged againſt Eleaur 
the Wife of James Lord Audley, who claimed the lu- 
heritance of Edmund Earl of Kent, as being his eldeſ 
Daughter, and a legitimate Iſſue, or Mulier, by Cu. 
flance. his Wife; for the Proof of which ſhe had pro- 
cured a Certificate from the Ordinary. Againſt thi 
Claim, the other Daughters of the ſaid Edmund Earl d 
Kent preſented a Petition to Parliament, alledging, that 
the ſaid Eleanor was a Baſtard ; that her Mother Cu- 
lance, the late Wife to Thomas Deſpenſer, was nevet 
married to the ſaid Earl; and that the ſaid Certificate, 
brought from the Ordinary, was obtained by Fraud. 
All this being fuſly ! in order to prevent ſuch 
Proceedings for the future, an Act was made, That 
© in all Pleas, wherein Baſtardy is alledged againſt any 
© Perſon, Party to the ſaid Plea, the Judge, or Judge 
© of or in the where the ſaid Plea is depending, 
© ſhall certify it to the Chancellor of England, for the 
Time being, to the Intent that Proclamation be made 
© in the ſaid Chancery, for three Months, once in ever 
© Month, that all Perſons who have any Thing to ob- 
© ject againſt the ſaid Mulier, or Perſon pretending 
© himſelf a legitimate Iſſue, may put in their Allegs- 
© tions and Objections before any Certificate be gien 
by the Biſhops.” 

An Act was alſo made to redreſs another Grievance, 


which was, * That whereas, under Colour of Oui, 
Iles, 


fled this Sefflon, to empower certzin 
eace with the Perſon called here only 
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« taken to moleſt others of the ſame Name, and to ſeize 
© their Goods and Chattels, eſpecially when they were 
dead, becauſe there was no Remedy at Common Law 
«for Executors to recover ſuch Seizures ; therefore it 
« was enacted by this Parliament, in Favour of Execu- 
© tors, That, in Defence of the Teſtator's Goods, a 
« Writ called Identitate Nominis ſhould be granted to 
| © them, and ſhould be as maintainable by them as by 
| © any other Perfon living,” 


2M 
« ries, ſued ont againſt certain Perſons, Occaſion was King Henry VI. 


Complaint being made to the Houſes, that the Welſb- And Hindrance 


nen aſſembled in great Numbers, and, being arm'd, did 
| in a riotous and rebellious Manner, intercept and hin- 
t der the Boats, Trows, Floats called Drays, carrying 
Wares and Merchandizes up the River Severn, to Bri- 
fal, Glouceſter, Worreſter, and other Places, and broke 
the ſaid Veſſels, to the End that the Traders might 
have their Boats and Veſſels of them only; therefore 
it was enacted, © That all the King's Liege People 
© ſhould have free Paſſage upon the ſaid River, to carry 
© their Goods and Chattels as they pleaſe, without any 
© Moleſtation from the Welſb; and if, for the future, 
they any ways moleſted them in their Paſſage or 
© Traffic, the Party or Parties aggrieved ſhall have their 
Action at Common Law. 


ment, 

Pet. That all Outlawries in Actions perſonal, pro- 
* nounced before the Statute of Additions,” made the iſt 
* of Henry V. may be pardoned. 

Anſ. The King will be adviſed. | 

Pet. That in the Writ of for ing of falſe Deeds, 
the Ventre facias may be of both Counties, as well 
* where the Land doth lie, as where the Writ is brought, 

Anſ. The ſame as before. 

Pet. That the Statute made Anno 8 Henry VI. 
* Cap. 2. touching Denmark, may be utterly void and 
* revoked. 

Anſ. The King expects to hear from his Ambaſſador at 
that Court ; and in the mean Time will be adviſed. 

Pet. The Commons of Northumberland, Cumber- 
land, Weſtmoreland, and the Biſhopric of Durham, pray, 

that 


of Navigation by 
I the Welſh, 


Remarkable Petitions and Anſwers in this Parlia- pe titions and 
: Anſwers. 
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that the Merchants of 1 may, at all Times 
buy and tranſport their own Woolls. ' 

Anſ. The King will be adviſed. 

Pet. * That Attachments and Prohibitions againſt 
© Tythe of great Wood may be granted to every Per- 
4 ſon out of either of the Benches. 

Anſ. The ſame. | 

Pet. That two Perſons in every Hundred of the 
© Realm pa { by Commiſſion, be appointed to ſearch 
© the due making of Woollen Cloths, and to ſeal the 
< ſame, taking = Penny. 

Anſ. The King will be adviſed. 


In Conſideration of 200 l. paid by the Merchants of 
the Iſle of Ely to certain Perſons of the County of Cam- 
bridge, to buy Twenty Matks of Land by the Year, 
it is enacted, That the ſaid Inhabitants for ever ſhall 
© be diſcharged from paying any Thing towards the Fees 
© of Knights of the Shire for Cambridgeſhire.” 

We have no Account how long this Parliament at, 
but it is probable it did ſo till at, or near, the 20th of 
March, the Day the laſt Supply was granted; Hiſto- 
rians tell us, that, before the Diſſolution of it, Ambaſ- 
ſadors came from James King of Scots to the Duke of 
Gloucefler, to deſire that a Peace might be concluded 
between the two Nations: But the Duke, not willing 
to determine ſo important a Matter, without the Con- 
ſent of the People, referred it to the Three Eſtates; who, 
after long Conſultation and many Debates, ſettled a 
Peace with them; which Peace, it was then thought, 
would long continue, becauſe Scotland was ſo diſturbed 
by home-bred Diviſions, that no Moleftation could be 
expected from that Quarter *, 

The young King ſtaid no longer in Paris than till 
the Noblemen of France and Normandy had paid theit 
Homage to him, after his Coronation ; when he te- 
turned for England, landed at Dover, and was met in 
his Way to London by the Citizens, and conducted to 
Weſfiminfler with great Pomp, Triumph, and many 
Sorts of Pageantry. | 


Not long after the King's Arial, the Council 
thought it neceſſary to call another Parliament N 
Whie 


kx Hall, Fol. cxxi, Helling ſhead, p. 607. 
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which Purpoſe Writs of Summons were iſſued out, dated King Henry vl. 


February 25, for one to meet at VMeſiminſter the 12th 
Day of May following. 
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At which Time, being aſſembled in the uſual Cham- Anno Regni 10, 


ber within the Palace, the King himſelf on the Throne, 


1432» 


and all the Lords and Commons attending, John Staf- At Weftminfters 


fora, Biſhop of Bath and Wells, then Chancellor of 


Y England, was commanded to open the Cauſe of the 
1 Summons ; which he did in this Manner, taking for 
e his Text theſe Words of St. Peter, Deum timete, Re- 


gem honoriſicate. | 

On which Words he remarked two Points, the 
; «© firſt, A general Counſel to Princes, that they might 
* learn Knowledge; to obey and ſerve God, according 
© to the Words of the Prophet, Nunc Reges intelligite, 
I © erudimint qui judicatis Terram, ſervite Domino in Ti- 
h © more. The ſecond, A Commandment to Subjects to 
learn to obey and honour the Prince, according to the 
© Saying of the Apoſtle, Omnis Anima ſublimioribus 
f Poteſlatibus ſubdita fit, non enim eft Pateſtas niſi a Deo. 
And again, Reddite omnibus Debita, Tributum cui Tri- 

2 v butum eſt, Cc. > 
* Which Points he learnedly enlarged upon, and en- 
od * deavoured to prove by many Examples, Authorities, 
* and Similitudes, that the King and Realm of Eng- 
* land might eaſily attain to the Heighth of Peace and 
ba © Proſperity, if true Fear of God and Honour to the 
| g prince were in the Hearts af the Subjects; wherefore, 
he * for the 272 vue and ſuppreſſing ſuch Rebels 
ay: * as deſpiſed the Rights of the Church, and would de- 
be  ſtroy the Miniſters of the ſame, was one Cauſe for the 
* calling this Aſſembly. The other was, for the due 
*Y * Execution of the Laws, which was Salus cujuſlibet 
beit * Civitatis et Regni, And the laſt was, how to find 
e. Ways and Means to enrich the Subjects; who, for a 
Jong Time, had lived in great Want and Penury.” 
He concluded, as uſual, with acquainting them, that 
the King deſired that every Eſtate ſhould enjoy its own 
due Liberties; and that the Commons ſhould chuſe 
their Speaker, and preſent him the -next Day to the 


uncil ing. | | 
for On the ſecond Day of their Sitting, the Duke of 
hich (lucefler ſtood up in the Houſe of Lords and ſaid, 


Vol, II. P That 
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King Hany vl. That he had been informed the Commons had made 
Declaration, That if they could underſtand the Lorg; 
of the King's Council intended to ferve in their Sta. 
tion with perfect Unity, it would greatly encourage 
< them to do their Parts effectually. That he promiſed, 
© for his Part, that although he was Chief Preſident of 
© the Council, yet he would act nothing without the 
« Conſent of the Majority of them.” This Declaration 
of the Duke's was, the next Day, made to the Com- 
moans by the Chancellor. 

on 2 The Da _ _ Commons preſented to the King 
4 obn Ruſſel, ; their Speaker; who, making the 
Sree i Prein, was allowed of, f 
The next Article on Record is a Grant of a Subſidy; 
which, though it ſtands in this Place, yet is ſaid to be 
done on the 17th of Juiy, the laſt Day of the Sitting of 
this Parliament, as was then the uſual Cuftom, as has 
been before remarked. Theſe Grants were, at this 
Time, conſtantly in Exgliſb; and, ſince it may be 
thought ſomething curious, we ſhall give the Preamble 
to this, now before us, as a Specimen for all the ref, 
To the Worſhip of God, and for the grets Love and n- 
tier Affection the whith wr your pouure Comunes of thi 
your noble Rotalme have to you our moſt Soverain Lord the 
King, by the Advis and Aſſent of all your Lordes Spiritual 
and Temporall in this your preſent Parliament, beyng bol. 
din at Weſtminſter the 12th Day of May, the Tere of 
your Reigne the 10th, be Auctority of the ſame Parlianni 
de graunte, &c. for the Defence of this your Roialme if 
England, half a Fifteenth and balf a Tenth, &c. 

A Subfidy, Beſides theſe Moieties, by another Schedule, there 

was granted, on the fame Day, a Subfidy of five Nobles 

on — Song of Wooll, and the ſame Sum on eren 

240 of Wooll-fells ; likewiſe Tonnage and Poundage, 


—_— = nn a = a os GES 


0 


at the uſual Rate; to continue for bne Year only. the 
Another Quarrel . great Complaint was made to the Houſes, by the BW ſhot 
between Cardinal Cardinal Biſhop of M incheſler, that he being in Flo nor 
Beaufort and the ders, in his Way to Rome, was obliged to return bach, WW Der 
in order to clear himſelf from a Report that had ben BW Ace 
22 that he was a Traitor to the Realm; of wich ate 
the Duke of Glouce/ter, by the King's Command, de- His 

clared him guiltleſs. But the Abrideer of the Recor 


here remarks, That the true Reaſon of the Fw 
| en 
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ſudden Return was, that, having ſeveral of the — King Henry VI. 


Jewels in Pawn, he had ordered them to be ſent after 
him ; which Jewels, Dy Command from the King, or 
rather the Duke of Gloucefter, were arreſted at Sand- 
wich, This brought the Cardinal back in a mighty Po- 
ther; and it appears by the next Article in the Record, 
that an Order was taken that the Cardinal ſhould pay 
to the King 6000 J. more for them, and lend to him 
beſides 1 3,000 Marks, which was done accordingly; and 
then he was allowed to take them, or leave them behind 
him, at his Pleaſure. The King alſo, with the Con- 
ſent of the other Eſtates, granted a Pardon for all Of- 
fences, and for all Penalties and Pains incurred by him 
on the Statute of Premunire. Thus far the Record; 
but a modern Hiſtorian ' acquaints us, That when the 
Jewels the Cardinal had in Pawn were ſeized at Sand- 
wich, he was then in Flanders upon the King's Affairs 3 
but, on the News of the Seizure, he came over in all 
Haſte to London, without Leave; which gave the Duke 
of Glouceſter Occaſion to ſeize his Baggage. That, on 
the Day after his Arrival, he went to the Houſe of 
Lords; and ſaid, he was come to clear himſelf from 
the Crimes laid to his Charge, and vindicate his Inno- 


; 
cency againſt whoever ſhould be his Accuſer. That 
be Duke of Glouceſter not thinking it proper to _— 
. what he had advanced, the Prelate was anſwered, 
f WY fince none appeared to accuſe him, he was acknow- 
i ledged as a loyal Subject. He thanked the Houſe for 
of bi Declaration, and defired it might be drawn up in 
Form; which was granted. Then he complained, that, 
re x his Arrival at Sandwich, his Baggage was ſeized ; and 
les petitioned the Reſtitution. He maintained that the 
1 deinure was made without Cauſe, and offered to lend 
ve, the King 6000 J. for fix Years; on Condition that, if 


the Seizure appeared to be lawful, the Money lent 

the WA ſhould be forfeited to the King's Uſe. He offered 
n- moreover to lend him the like Sum, and to defer the 
ct, Demand of the 13,000 Marks, due to him on another 
een Account, provided the Payment of the whole ſhould be 
ich WW figned out of the next Subſidy granted to the King. 
de- lis Aim was to ſhew his Regard for the King's and the 
Frople's Wants, His Offers were accepted, and the 

12 Seizure 

I Rapin's Hiflory of England, Fol, Edit. p. 334, 335 
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King Henry VI. Seizure reſtored. Thus the Duke of Glouceſter, inſtead 
[ 219 J of hurting his Enemy, had the Mortification to fee him 
: receive the Applauſes of both Houſes. Mean while 

Which . this Diſcord produced very ill Effects. As the Duke of 

of the former. Glouceſter had Friends and Adherents in the Council, 

the Oppoſition, generally between the two Parties, 
could not but be very prejudicial to the King's Affairs. 

For, whilſt the Duke and the Cardinal thought only of 
their own private Concerns, the War in France was 
neglected, though it was more neceſlary than ever to 
ſupport it with the greateſt Efforts. 

We have choſe to give this long Quotation from Ra- 
pin, as it particularly relates to this Deſtgn, and to ſet 
this Matter in as clear a Light as ꝓoſſible. The Autho- 
rities that Author quotes from, are ſome Inſtruments in 
the Public Acts and the Abridgement of Records. The 
Reader may obſerve, that the latter differs widely from 
his Account, eſpecially in regard to the Seizure of the 
Crown Jewels, which was made on his going out of the 
Kingdom, and not on bis Return into it: And it is 
certain that the Duke of Glouce/ier was in the Right to 
prevent the Cardinal from carrying ſuch a Treaſure over 
with him into foreign Parts. However, the Prelate had 
Intereſt enough in this Parliament to get the Petition 
from the Commons, made in the laſt, again ratifed; 
with the two ſubſequent Acts for Reſtitution, c. and 
all of them exempliſied under the Broad Seal u. 

But to go on with the other Proceedings of this Par- 
liament; ſome more Matters of leſs Moment occurred; 
the Principal of which are theſe: 97 | 

The Commons - petitioned the King, that the Fees 
and Wages of the King's Judges, Serjeants, and Attor- 
nies, might be paid, which was ordered according. 
Ang, by Order of the Houſes, certain Accountants of 
the King's Houſhold, by Name, were pardoned their 
Offences] ! 21 = 

On the Petition of Richard Duke of York, Brother to 
Edward late Duke of York, and -Couſin-German to 
Edmund late Earl of March, to have Livery of all the 
Hereditaments belonging to the ſaid Duke and Earl, by 
Ordinance. of. Parliament they were. reſtored to = 

ru 1 4 0 8 ls 

m See Fed. Ang. Tom. X. p. 516, 17, 18. T9. For an Inventory 
of theſe Jewels, with their particular Sorts, Weight, and Value, ſce 49 
pe $9%. Obi ale +5 = ® 
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This was the famous Duke of York, who firſt began King Henry vl. 


the open _ between the two Houſes: of Vor and 
Lancaſter. In this Parliament alſo, as was antiently the 
Cuſtom of creating Peers, the 9 the renown- 
ed Sir John Cornwal, Knight, Baron of Fannhoppe, 
there to fit and enjoy the Liberty of a Baron. 


PETITIONS and ANSWERS, 
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Pet. * That the Defendant in an Appeal of Maim petitions and 
may make his Attorney. | Anſwers, 


Anſ. The King will be adviſed. | 

Pet. That the Statute made 7 Henry IV. cap. q. 
relating to Merchants Strangers, may be executed with 
© this AdjunCt, viz. Pains and Penalties on the Engliſb 
Merchants, and Officers of every Town, for not exe- 
£ cuting of it. 35 

Anſ. The King will be adviſed. 

Pet. That none be compelled to be examined in 


patliament, or elſewhere, touching his Frank Tenant. 
Anſ. The ſame. 


Pet. That ſuch Paribas as ſhall have their Goods 


taken by the Merchants of Hans, in their Parts, may 
© have their Remedy by Action at Law in London againſt 
the Hans Merchants reſiding in that City. 
Anſ. The ſame as before. | 
Pet. That no Merchant, or other Perſon, be im- 
* peached for the Seal of any Cloth, broad or narrow, 
after ſuch Time as the Alnager ® has ſealed the ſame, 


and Cuſtom is paid for it. 
Anſ. The ſame. 


Pet. For ſpeedy Redreſs of and in all Actions be- 


* longing to ſuch Perſons as were Members of the Houſe 
of Commons, | 


Anſ. The ſame. 


Pet, * That all Parſonages, appropriated to ſome Re- 
* Jigious Houſe, not endowing of Vicars on the ſame, 
* may be within fix Months unappropriated. 

Anſ. As before. L | 
EY a A 

Alnager, Aulnager, in Latin, Ulniger or Ulnator, a Meaſurer of Cloth 
by Ell. This Officer Was antiently both Searcher and Meaſurer of Cloth 
% Well as Alnager, and was Collector of the Subſidy granted to the King 


dy the ſeveral Statutes ; he had a peculiar.Seal to denote the Defects which 
cen Cloth contained, See Jacob's Law Difticnary, 
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King Ham vl. © A Motion was made, and a Device offered, for the 
© true making of Gaſcoign Wine. 
[221]. Anl. The K 
Guienne, and appoint them to take Order therein, 

Pet. That Prohibitions and Attachments may be 
© had, upon the Statute of the 45th of Ed. III. againſt 
© Parſons ſuing for Tythe-Wood above the Age of 
© twenty Years. 

_— The Statutes, to that Purpoſe provided, ſhall - 

erved. 

At the Petition of the Houſe of Commons, the King 
releaſed utterly, on Account of certain Doubts, the Sub- 

fidy granted in the laft Parliament on Lands and Tene- 
The King gives ments, ſo as it never ſhould be mentioned again. This 
ap the Land- Jooks as if all Parties were aſhamed of ſuch an uncom- 
4. mon Impoſition on the Subject in thoſe Days; tho' it 
is now no Novelty, and will continue, we fear, to be 

as immutable as Fate. 


The French War had, about this Time, run greaty 
againſt the Intereſt of the Engliſb in that Kingdom; 
and, in the 11th Year of this King, another Parliament 

Anno Regni 11. was called, by Writs dated May 24, to meet at Vel. 
1433 minſter on the 8th of Fuly following. Being all aſſem- 
At F:fininfer, bled, before the King, in the Painted-Chamber of the 
a Palace, the Dukes of Bedford and Gloucgſter, with the 
Cardinal, all being preſent, the ſame Chancellor, as in 
the laſt Parliament, declared the Cauſe of the Summons, 
and took for his Theme, Suſcipiant Montes Pacem Po- 

pulo, et Colles Fuflitiam. 

This Subject he divided into three Parts, according 
© to the Three Eſtates of the Realm; by the Mountains, 
© he underſtood Biſhops, Lords, and Magiſtrates ; by the 
© lefſer Hills, he meant Knights, Eſquires, and Mes- 
© cbants; by the People, he meant Huſbandmen, Arti- 
© ficers, and Labourers. To which Three Eſtates he 
© endeavoured to prove, by many Examples and Autho- 
© rities, that a triple political Virtue ought to belong; 
© to the fir, Unity, Peace, and Concord, without Di 
* ſimulation ; to the ſecond, Equity, Confideration, and 
« upright Juſtice, without Partiality ; to the /a/f, A due 
© Obedience to the King, his Laws, and Magiſtrates, 
* without grudging. By ſtrictiy obſerving of all wm 


ing will ſend this over to the Officer; of 
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che aſſirmed, that infinite Bleſſings and great Acquiſi- King Hay VI, 


tions would accrue to the Nation; and that this very Aſ- 


« ſembly was called as a Means for that Purpoſe. W here- [ 222 } 


fore he enjoined the Commons to make Choice of their 
« Speaker, and preſent him to the King as uſual.” The 
Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appointed for 
the different Kingdoms and Countries under the Domi- 
nion of the Exgliſb King, as was in thoſe Days the 
conſtant Cuſtom of Parliament, on the 11th of Zulp the 


Commons preſented Reger Hunt, Eſq; for their Speaker; Roca Huxr, 


who, with the uſual Ceremony, was allowed. 

The 13th Day, the Duke' of Bedford roſe up before 
the King, in the Houſe of Lords, and ſaid, That for 
© two eſpecial Cauſes he had come into the King's Pre- 
© ſence, and left his 7 beyond Sea: The ene was 
for the Safeguard of the King's Perſon ; and the other, 
© to clear himſelf from ſome Slanders which were caſt 
© upon him, as that he had been the Occaſion of the late 
great Loſſes in France and Normandy, by his Default 
and Negligence ; and offered to take his Trial for the 
© ſame.” On which the Chancellor, by the 1 
Command, declared, That his Majeſty took him for 
© his true and faithful Subject, and moſt dear Uncle; 
* and for his coming at that Time, gave him moſt hearty 
© Thanks,” 

After this Parliament had ſat about a Month, the 
Plague began to break out in London; therefore the 
Chancellor, by the King's Command, called them all 
before him; gave them Thanks for their Attendance ; 
and, on the 13th of Auguſt, prorogued the Parliament to 
the fifteenth Day after St. Michael enſuing, at Neſimin- 
fer, But becauſe the King's Occaſions for Money were 
very urgent, and could not ſtay till the next Seſſion, it 
was ordained, That theTreaſurer of England ſhould keep 
in his Hands 2000 J. for the Service of the Houſehold, 

We know not whether this Parliament met again at 
the Time appointed, or was further prorogued, but we 
hear no more of their Tranſactions till the 3d Day of 
November ; when the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons came before the King, in the other Houſe, and 
ſhewed to his Majeſty a Precedent, in the Reign of 
King Edward Il. whereby that King commanded the 

| Biſhops 
| 2 Qued in Civitate London et Suburbus quſdem gravis Peſitlentia cepcra: 
jam orive, &e, Rot, Parl. 11 Hen, VI. No, 31. 


Eſq; choſen 
Speaker. 
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King Henry VI. Biſhops and Clergy to pronounce Sentence of Excom. 
[ 223 ] munication. againſt certain Offenders at that Time, 
The Speaker then defired his Majeſty to act in the 
ſame Manner, and cauſe the Clergy to excommunicate 
ſome that were then culpable v. But all that was done 
in this Aﬀair was, that the King took the Precedent, 

and promiſed to be adviſed. 

At the lame Time the Speaker preſented to the King 
and Lords one Article, amongſt others, in an Ordinance 
of Parliament, made in the 8th of this Reign, whereby 
it was eſtabliſhed, That no Nobleman or other Perſon 
ſhould retain 'in his Service any Offender againſt the 
Law, or maintain any Title or Quarrel ; which Article 
all the Biſhops and 3 there preſent were ſworn to 
obſerve. And, ſome Days after, the King commanded 
the Duke of Bedford to go to the Houſe of Commons, 
and ſwear all the Members to perform the Article afure- 
ſaid ; which he did accordingly. 

The whole Na- And it was alſo enacted, by general Conſent, © That 

tion ſworn to the Ss. Bw 

Obſervance of the all the Lords, Knights, Eſquires, Yeomen, and other 

Act againt Perſons throughout the Realm, ſhould, by ſpecial Com- 

Quarrels, miſſions, be ſworn to perform the ſaid Articles. This 
Act, or Ordinance, ſeems calculated to prevent the evil 
Effect of the then mortal Quarrel between the Cardinal 
Biſhop of Wincbeſter and the Duke of Glouceſter. 


Nov. 24. The Commons came again before the King 

and Lords, and, by their Speaker, complimented the 

Duke of Bedford on his warlike Behaviour and notable 

The Duke of Deeds done in France, and particularly for his Conduct 

Bedford, Regent jn the Battle of Vermyle. Beſides, they commended him 
of France, te- p _ x 

a ho for his politic Government in the Regency of that King- 

Thanks of the dom; and for which they deſired the King to inſiſt up- 

as. on the faid Duke's perſonal Attendance about him; and, 

after ſome Conſultation amongſt the Lords, the Duke, 

at his Majeſty's Requeſt, accepted the Office; but at 

the ſame Time he required that ſix Articles might be 

agreed to by Parliament, relating to the Government; 

which was granted. And by theſe Articles, which the 

Abridger remarks were all very reaſonable, the Duke of 


Bedford recovered ſomę Part of the Prerogative * 

the 

d Pro diverſa Specialia et enormia Murdra, Homicidia, Raptus M 

erum, Robberias, Arſurias, et alia Maia quamplurima, Sc. Rot, Par, 
22 Henry VL No, 13 i 
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the Duke of Glouceſter had loft through the malicious King Henry VI. 
Iatrigues of the Cardinal and the Clergy, who were 
his (worn Enemies ®. After this the Duke of Bedford ( 224 ] 
took Occaſion to declare before the Parliament, That 
whereas he and the Duke of Glouceſter, for their Attend- 
ance as principal Counſellors, or Prefidents of the Coun- 
el, had ſome Years an Allowance made them of 8000 
Marks yearly; at other Times 6000 Marks, ſometimes 
5600, but never Jeſs than 4000 Marks yearly, he would 
now, for his perſonal Attendance, only require an Al- 
lowance of 1000 J. a-year, and 500/. for paſſing the Sea 
into France, or repaſſing it, as oft as there was Occaſion. A Salary granted 
Which Demand, being thought very reaſonable by both him. 
the Houſes, was readily granted. | 

The Subſidy granted by this Parliament was a Tenth 
and a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity ; except the 
Sum of 4000 J. to be deducted out of it, to go to the 
Relief of ſome Towns, Cities, and Boroughs, ſaid, by“ Sund, | 
the Record ©, to be then deſolate, waſted, or deſtroyed, 
or otherways much impoveriſhed, or overmuch charged 
to this Tax, &c. They likewiſe granted the ſame Ton- | 
nage and Poundage as was given the laſt Year, for two 1 
Years to come; as allo a Subſidy of 53s. 44. on every 
dack of Wooll for three Years enſuing. Authority was 
alſo given to the King's Council, to enter into Securities 
ſor 100,000 Marks for the preſent Occaſions of the Go- 
vernment . A Vote of Credit, which the Reader may 
obſerve has been more frequent in this Reign than in - 
any preceding one. An Hiſtorian remarks, but erro- _ ote of 
neouſly, on the Proceedings of this Parliament, that no ; 
Taxes were given the King by it. Perhaps, adds he, 
it was becauſe the Duty of Tonnage and Poundage, 
' which was given this King in his third Year, was ſtill | 
continued. And whereas, before, they were granted _ | 0 
for cectain Years only, they were now indefinitely 5 
given him for the Service of the War; and from thence, 
as Storwe ſays, they received the Name of Cu/toms, 
e. uſual and conſtant Payments e. ER 

A Petition of Thomas Langley, then Biſhop of Dur- cuſoms n 5 
bam, was preſented to the Houſe of Lords, ſetting forth, + h 

| That 


2 ** 


— —— — 
. 


| p Theſe Articles are on Record, in the old Engliſh, and are not to be 
mitted by a particular Hiſtorian of this Reign. 
* Rot. Pail. 12 Henry VI. No. 20, © hid, No, 23. 
L Dante: in Kennet, Pp 372. 
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King Heary VI. © That whereas the King had granted a Commiſſion to 
© certain Perſons there named, and they, by Virtue 
© thereof, ſat, and made Inquiry, at Hartlepool, within 
© the County Palatine of Durham ; he therefore prayed 
that the ſaid Commiſſion might be revoked. Hereupon 
Sir William Earl, Knt, the King's Attorney-General, 

f 225 ] very ſearnedly endeavoured to prove * that the ſaid Bi. 
«© ſhop ought to have no County Palatine, nor Liberties 

The Liberties of Royal.“ On the contrary, the Biſhop produced his 

the County Pala- Authorities to prove his Right, and the Matter was ſtte- 

tine of Durban nuouſly debated between them: At laſt Judgment was 

Partiament, 7 given for the Biſhop, and the ſaid Inquiſition return ' d in- 
to Chancery, or elſewhere, was declared null and void. 
The Record of this Matter is very long, and ſhews the 
Fulneſs of Power in the Liberties of this County Pala- 
Une. 

Ralph Lord Cromwell, High Treaſurer of England, 
petitioned the Parliament that they would take into Con- 
ſideration the State of the Revenues of the Crown, and 
the Diſburſements, the ſaid Revenue not being able to 
ſupply the Expence by 35, ooo /. yearly ; wherefore he 
prayed that Order might be taken for the King's Houſe- 
hold ; that he may enjoy the Office as freely as others 
before him ; and that no Grant be paſſed by the King, 
without the Knowledge of him the ſaid Treaſurer. He 
alſo, by three long Schedules annexed, ſhewed the Par- 
ticulars of the whole Revenues and Profits of the Crown, 
with the Charge out of the ſame in all Ways and 
Means. This was thought proper to be laid before 
the Commons, and all the Requeſts aforeſaid were 
granted. The ſaid Lord Cromwell, by another Petition, 
alſo ſhewed that Warrants for Payments were come to 
him for more than two Years Profits of the Crown; 
wherefore he defired that the Conſideration of the 
King's Eſtate might be ſpeedy, and that a Preſcription 
for his Payment ſhould be made. 

In the Statutes at large are ſeveral Acts made this Pu- 

Ad: paſles, liament, on the Petitions of the Commons, very condu- 
cive to the Public Good, There are likewiſe ſome more 
Petitions, on private Properties, in the Abr:dgement, not 

anſwering this Purpoſe. Some of the moſt remarkable 


8 

1 

f Theſe Schedules, though long, are very curious, to learn the Parts 
jars 2nd State of the Crown Revenues at this Time, 
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Ads, we think proper to give an Abſtract of, are as fol- King Henry vl. 
ow: | 
| 1. It was provided by an AQ, © That ſuch Perſons 
233 were Keepers of the Stews, or Hhore-Houſes, in 
dont heart, ſhould not be impannell'd upon any Jury, 
nor keep an Inn, or Tavern, in any other Places, left 
Men of ſuch vile Conſciences and Practices ſhould cor- [ 226 ] 
zupt Juſtice, and propagate their Villanies over the Na- 
tion.“ 
2. It was enacted, © That even Diſſeiſors ſhould not 
be put out of Poſſeſſion by any collufive Tricks of Law, 
23 was then uſual, by making the Sheriff the Diſſeiſor, 
and then entering upon the Lands for the Default of the 
Tenant's not anſwering: Wherefore it was ordained, 
That all ſuch Writs ſhall be abated and quaſhed.* And 
3. In the Behalf of the Perſon difleiſed wrongfully 
of his Lands, whereas before the Law was, that the 1 
Diſſeiſee might ſue the Diſſeiſor in his Life- time, if he 1 0 
took the Profits at the Time of the Suit commenced, | | 
which to avoid, the Diſſeiſors made over the Land by 
Feoffments to others, and ſo avoided the Suit: Where- | 
upon it was enacted, © That the Diſſeiſees ſhould have in 
their Action as well againſt the Feoffee, as Diſſeiſor = 
himſelf, if either of them take the Profits of the Land.” 
4. And becauſe divers Tenants of Lands for Term 
of Life and Years, made over the ſaid Lands to othet 
 Under-Tenants, to the End that they might not be liable 
to Writs of Waſte, for the Damages done upon the ſaid 
Lands, by their Order and Connivance, before the Grant 
of the ſaid Leaſes; it was hereupon enacted, © That the 
Tenant in Reverſion might have his Action againſt the 
Tenant for Life or Years, for the Damages done, as wel! 
before as after the Leaſe made to any Under-Tenants, i 
and recover treble Damages for the ſaid Waſte, pro- 4 
vided that it were proved that the ſaid Firſt-Tenants in 
| took the Profits of the Land to their own proper Ute at | 
a- the Time of the Waſte done.” 
du- 5. Whereas divers Suits and Indictments, as wel! 
ole or the K ing as his Subjects, were diſcontinued by making 
no By of new Commiſſions for the Peace, to the great Delay ; 
able of Juſtice, and Wrong of the Subjects, it was enacted, | 
_ That no Pleas or Proceſſes ſhould be diſcontinued by | 
ay new Commiſſions, but the Juſtices ſo made ſhould | 
| bave i 
| 
' 
| 
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King Ha VI. have Power and Authority to continue all Pleas depend- 


[ 227 ] 


_ Weights and 
Meaſures aſcer- 
tained, 


ing, and determine the ſame.” | 

6. An Abuſe alſo being crept into the Nation about 
Meaſures contrary to the Statutes ;. and Purveyors, Ba- 
kers, Merchants, and Buyers of Corn, taking nine 
Buſhels for the Quarter, it was enacted, © That the 
Statutes for Weights and Meafures ſhould be proclaim'd 
in every Maitket- Town, and that there ſhould be x 
Buſhel, common Balance and Weights, in every Mar- 
ket-Town, City, and Borough, kept by the Mayor and 


Juſtices, according to the Standard in the Exchequer; | 


and if any Perſon ſhall preſume to ſell or buy by any 
other Weight or Mealures, they ſhall forfeit Five Pounds 
to the Perſon that ſhall ſue for it, and Five Pounds to 
the King.“ 

7. Recognizors having found out a Way to defeat 
the Executions of ſuch Perſons as they were indebted to 
by Recognizance, by bringing their Writs De Corpus 
cum Cauſa out of Chancery, and giving Sureties to the 
King only, were delivered out of Priſon, and their Cre- 
ditors defeated of their Debts ; it was therefore ordained, 
That Sureties ſhould be given as well to the Party as 
to the King, that their Debts may be ſurely paid.” 

Other Acts, of lefs Importance, were alſo made this 
Seſſion; as, about the Meaſure of certain Cloths, called 
Streights ; for the puniſhing of ſuch. as ſhall dare to al- 
fault any Perſon coming to the Parliament, or Council, 


by the King's Command; and, laſtly, for ſetting a Price 


upon Wax-Candles, Images, and Figures: But thele 
Acts being only temporary, and long ſince out of Uſe, 
deſerve little Regard. 

We ſhall only obſerve that this Parliament at to tl 
21ſt of December, for on that Day the Biſhops and 
Lords of the King's Council were aſked whether they 
would attend? The Cardinal, the two Arch biſhops, the 
Biſhops of Ely and Lincoln, anſwered, hey would when 
they could; but all the others promiſed abſolutely to 
attend. _ | 

The Buſineſs done in this Parliament was great, and 
takes up a vaſt Space on the Rolls; but, before we paſt 
with it, we ſhall rake Notice of two other Particulars; 
one was, That all Lords, Knights, Eſquires, Y come", 
and all other Perſons in the Realm, ſhould, by _ 

om · 
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the eighth of this King“. The other, That all French 
Priſoners in this Kingdom, as well Hoſtages as others, 
who are found at large without the King's Safe- Conduct, 
their Keeper, or Hoſt, may be, by any Engliſhman, taken 
and ranſomed as his Priſoner; conſidering, adds the Re- 
cord, that Engliſhmen be ſo ſerved in France. A Law 
called Lex Talionis, made by this Parliament. 


with good Succeſs to the Engliſb, under the Conduct of 
the victorious Lord Talbot and the Earl of Arundele : 
But the latter having the Misfortune to be killed before 
the paltry Caſtle of Gerberoy, and the Dukes of Bedford 
and Burgundy commencing a Quarrel, which ended in 
an open Rupture between them, Affairs were again 
thrown into a different Situation in that Kingdom. 

In this Interval we find that Writs of Summons were 


ſent out to call a Parliament, dated Nov. 1, to meet at [ 228 
We/lminfler on the 8th Day of July following; which 
was afterwards prorogued to Reading fifteen Days after 
Michaelmas, in the 12th Year of this King's Reign.— 
The Abridger of the Records hath given us no Proceed- 
is ings of this Parliament, for which Reaſon we ſuppoſe 
ed they were not entered on the Rolls; nor are there any 
iſ. Acts in the Statute-Books relating to it. It was not till 
il, two Years after the laſt, that a Parliament ſat to do Bu- 
ce lineſs, which was called by Writs dated at Veſiminſter, 
* July 5, Anno Dom. 1435, to meet at the- Ame Place on 
le, the 10th of October following. | 
On which Day, being aſſembled before the King, ſit- 
the — his Chair of State in the Painted Chamber, the Anno Reęni 14. 
and Biſhop of Bath and Wells o, then Chancellor of Eng- 4435. 


The French War ſtill continued, and about this Time 


THF 


Commiſſion, ſwear to perform the Article as made in King Henry vI. 


hey land, by the King's Command, opened the Seſſion with ,, Weftminfier, 


the a Speech, and took for his Theme this Text, Salliciti 
ben ſitis ſervare Unitatem Spiritus in Vinculo Pacis; and, 
y to amongſt other Matters, he told them, * That the Duke 
* of Burgundy, who had fworn Allegiance both to the 
King and his Father, had baſely broke his Oath, and 
' revolted : That he had appointed a Diet, or Sitting, at 
* Arras, without the King's Knowledge, where two 


| Car- 
* See in this Volume, p. 232. > 
Þ fobn Stafferd, aſterwards tranſlated to Canterbury, Le Neye's Faſti. 
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Niag Heary VI. © Cardinals came to treat about a Peace between Englany 


12291 
Joux Bowss, 
Eſqʒ choſen 

ex. 


and France: That, after the King was acquainted with 
© it, he ſent ſome Perſons of Quality as his Ambaſſador 
© at this Meeting, who there propoſed reaſonable and 
© honeſt:Terms of Agreement, which the French refuſed 
© and ſcoffed at; by which nothing was done at that 
Diet. After which the King, he ſaid, was told that 
© the ſaid Duke of Burgundy had entered into a League 
© with the French; and, as ſuch, there remained nothin 
for the King to do, but either to loſe his Stile and Title 
© and Kingdom of France, or elſe reſolve to defend the 
© ſame by Force, How to act in the beſt Manner in 
© theſe Affairs, he added, was the Cauſe of this Aſſem- 
C * for which End he deſired the Commons to chuſe 
© a Speaker, and next Day to preſent him to the King. 
Accordingly they preſented John Bowes, Eſq; whoſe Ex- 
cuſe being refuſed, he made the uſual Proteſtation, which 
was allowed. 

The firſt Thing we find upon the Record that this 
Parliament went upon, was to give Authority to the 
King's Council to make Securities to the Creditors of 
the Crown for 100,000. By the King's Letters Patent 
Security was alſo given to certain Perſons, there named, 
for 8000 Marks fent by them to the King out of the Re- 
venues of the Duke of Bedford, and the Earl of 4run- 
dele, deceaſed. 


An unuſual large On the 23d of December, which probably was the laſt 


Sublidy. 


Day of this Parliament, fince Chriſimas was ſo near, an 
unuſual Subily was alſo granted by this Parliament, via. 
That every Perſon holding any Frank Tenant in Lands, 
Annuities, Fees, Offices, or — above the 
yearly Value of 5/. ſhould pay 6d. for every Pound, 
upon his Oath. Aſcending from the ſaid 100 5. or 5 
up to the yearly Value of 100/. Above the laſt Sum 
to 400 J. a-year, 8 d. a Pound; and above this Eftate 
of 4001. yearly, up to the higheſt Valuation, 25. for 
every Pound. They alſo granted to the King a ful 


' Tenth and a Eifteenth on the Laity ; deducting thereof 


40007. for the Relief of decayed "Towns and Villages. 
A Subſidy alſo on every Sack of Woollz 335. 4. from 
Merchants Denizens ; and 465. 8d, from Aliens; and 
ſo according to that Rate on other Staple Ware, with 
Tonnage and Poundage, for two Years. 


It 
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It is ſuppoſed that theſe large Subſidies were granted, King Henry Ve 


35 a very extraordinary Aid, to enable the King to keep 
his Poſſeſſions in France, then in — Danger of being 
intirely loſt, by the Death of the Duke of Bedford, Re- 
gent of France, who died at Roan, Sept. 14, 14.35, ſoon 
after a Peace had been concluded between Charles the 
French King and the Duke of Burgundy. It is ſaid 
that the Duke of Bedford foreſaw the Change that 
would inevitably follow the making this Union, and 
that it would root the Engliſb out of France; which was 
one great Reaſon that haſtened his Death 4. 

Some public Acts were made this Seſſion, in order 
chiefly to regulate ſome Abuſes in other Acts, or to ex- 
plain them better. The moſt remarkable are, That 
© the Judges, in their Circuits, ſhall have Power to give 
© Judgments in all Caſes of Felony and Treaſon, as 
© well upon Perſons acquitted as attainted, and award 
© Executions according to that Judgment. That all 
© Woolls and Wooll-fells, that ſhall be ſhipped to be 
' tranſported, ſhall be carried to Calais only; and no 


(the King and Council. That all Wooll and Wooll- 
' fells, and other Merchandizes of the Staple, which 
{ ſhall be ſhipped in any Creeks or Ports clandeſtinely, 
ein order to cheat the King of his Subſidies and Cu- 
* ſtoms, ſhall be forfeited to the King. That all Per- 
ſons who ſhall dare to diſturb any Foreigners, in ſell- 
ing Fiſh or other Victuals, either by Wholeſale or Re- 
* tale, ſhall forfeit Ten Pounds, one Moiety to the 


* King, and the other to the Perſon that ſhall ſue for 
"the ſame,” 


There is nothing elſe remarkable which paſſed in this 
delion of Parliament; and the French War ſtill ſubſiſt- 
ing, another was called to meet at Cambridge, Janu- 
ary 21, the very next Year after the laſt : But for Rea- 


[ 230 ] 


Licences ſhall be granted to the contrary, except by... enacted. 


ll be of State, not mentioned, was ordered by other 

Ws to meet at Y/e/fmin/ter on the Day aforeſaid. 

. John Biſhop of Bath and Welli, Chancellor of Eng- Anno Regai 1 gi 
n 


ard, opened this Seffion with a very elaborate Speech, 


4 Daniel in Kennet, 378, 


1436, 


and made this Text his Subject, Corona Regni in Manu 4 Wefminfler, 
Dei, 
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Dei, 1jaiah Ixii. On which he demonſtrated, That 
© three Sorts of Men are crowned, viz. All Chriſtians 
in their Baptiſm, in Token whereof they are anointed: 
© All Clerks in their Order, in Token whereof they 
© are ſhaven : And all Kings in their Coronation, why 
in Token thereof wear a Crown of Gold {et about 
with Flowers and precious Stones. The Figure of 
© the Crown, he reſembled to the Body Politic of the 
Nation; the Flowers and Stones, to the Honours and 
Offices of a Prince, as Gold eſtimable and durable; 
© and that Commonwealth is. moſt firm and ſtable which 
is governed by the faithful Care of a Prince; for, 28 
Gold is flexible to the Workmaa, ſo ought every Pat 


—— 
— 


* of the Commonalty to be at the Beck of the Prince, th 
< ſeeking the Proſperity of him. A 
The erecting and ſtanding. of the Flowers, in the I 

© upper Part of the Crown, denoteth the King's Prehe- of 
© minency over his Subjects, which ought to be gar- >| 
© niſhed with four Cardinal. Virtues'; that is to ſay, in | 
© the Fore-Part ought to be Wiſdom, adorned with three ſe 
precious Stones, viz. Memory of Things pait, Cir- * 
© © cumſpection of Things preſent, and Prudence in Things or 
to come. On the Right Hand ought to be Fortitude, WW me 
© accompanied. with Courage in attempting, Patience in n 
© ſuffering, and Perſeverance in well-meaning. On the G2 
© Left Side ought to be Juſtice, diſtributing her Arms con 
' © three Ways, to the Beſt, Mean, and Loweſt. On ore 
© the Hinder-Part ought to be Temperance with her WW Rel 
© Trinity, viz. Reſtraint of Senſuality in Fear, Silence WW und 
© in Speech, and Mortification in Will: All which, pro- aua 
© ceeding from God, fully proved that the Crown of the ] 
© King was in the Hand of God.” A 
He concluded with declaring, © That this Parliament i \e{ 

© was called for three principal Cauſes ; the fir/*, For WW Hou 
© Juſtice and Peace amongſt Subjects; the ſecond, How dhe! 
© the Commodities growing within this Realm migit I om 


© have a ready, Vent; the third, How the Realm migit 
© be defended, and the Sea kept agginſt Enemies and 85 
© Rebels. To which End he deſired the Commons to die 
chuſe their Speaker, and preſent, him the next Day u P ce 
the King.“ | | 

© The Receivers and Triers of Petitions for Englund, Wl 7: 


and all other Parts of the King's Dominions, being 25, Hebie 


pointed * 0 
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pointed, according to antient Cuſtom, the Commons King Henry VI. 
preſented Sir Fohn Tyrrel, Knight, to be their Speaker; sir Joux Tra- 
whole Excuſe being refuſed, he, with the common Pro- xx, Knight, 
teſtation, was allowed: But, March 19, a Committee _— falling 
of Commons was ſent to the King, declaring that their ne, 2s 
Houſe had newly choſen William Beerly, Eſq; to be their choſen in his 
Speaker, in the room of Sir John Tyrrel, diſabled from Read, 
attending by grievous Sickneſs ; which Miiliam was al- 
lowed, by the King, under the uſual Proteſtation. 

The Subſidies granted by this Parliament ( 27) 
were the like Tenth and Fifteenth as in the laſt ; alſo Subſidies granted 
the ſame Subſidy on Woolls, &c. with Tonnage and 
Poundage, were granted for three Years to come. Au- 
thority was likewiſe given to the King's Council to make 
Aſſurances to the King's Creditors for another Sum of 
100, 00 J. And, by the ſame Authority, the Treaſurer [ 232 ] 
of England was to pay to the Cardinal Biſhop of Min- 
cheſter 2000 Marks. | 

The important Town of Calais was at. this Time be- 
feged by the Duke of Burgundy in Perſon, and a nume- 
tous Army, On this the Duke of Glouce/fter, Captain 
or Governor of the ſaid Town, petitioned this Parlia- 
ment, that if any Misfortune ſhould happen to his 
Charge, for Want of Payment of the Soldiers in that 
Garriſon, the ſame might not de imputed to his Miſ- 
conduct: However, Hiſtory informs us that the Duke 
of Glouceſter went over in Perſon, with an Army, to the : 
Relief of that Town; on whoſe Arrival the Flemings, 
under the Duke of Burgundy, raiſed the Siege, and fled 
away ſhameſully for Fear of a Battle, 

The particular Acts made this Seffion, were, fir/t, a a, pared, 
A Remedy was provided againſt vexatious and trou- 
bleſome Suits of ſuch Perſons as were not of the King's | 
Houſhould, in the Court of Stewards and Marſhals af | 


harley at 35. 4 d. the Quarter.” 
and Third, An Injunction to all Sheriffs, Bailiffs of Fran- 


uf chiſes, and Coroners, that in Actions, or Writs of At- | 
ne Vox. Il, a „inet | 


| 
ode King's Houſe; and it was allowed as an Exemption i 
gut Wi from their Juriſdiction to plead and aver, that they are þ 
got not of the King's Houſe.” | 
and Second, An Allowance was given to all the King's | 
% objects of England to tranſport Corn, when at a low ] 
Pee, out of the Realm, viz. Wheat at 6s. 8 d. and 
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King Hemy VE taint of Plea for Lands, of the yearly Value of 40l. they 
do not return or impannel any Perſons but ſuch as be 
inhabiting in his Bailiwick, and have an Eſtate to their 
own Uſe, in Lands and Tenements, to the yearly Value 
of 201. or more, on the Penalty of forfeiting 10/. to the 
King, and 10/. to the Plaintiffs in the ſaid Action or 
Writs of Attaint; and that no Perſon of leſs Sufficiency 
of Freehold than 20/. a-year ſhall be ſworn in the King's 
Court upon any Iflue in the ſaid Actions, if he be by the 
Plaintiffs in due Form challenged.” 

Fourth, A Permiſſion was given. to all Perſons, as 
well Religious as Secular, to appoint themſelves General 
C 233 1 Attorneys to ſue or plead for them in every Hundred or 
Weapontake.“ And, ; 
Fifth, A Prohibition was laid upon all Merchants, 
to ſhip, or cauſe to be ſhipped, any Wooll, Wooll-fells, 
or other Merchandizes belonging to the Staple, in any 
Place within this Realm, except at the Keys and Wharf 
aſſigned by the Statute, where the King's Weights and 
Woolls are ſet ; excepting: the Merchants of Genoa", 
Venice, Tuſcany, Lombardy, Florence, Catalonia, and the 
Burgeſſes of Berwick. 
It may not be improper to take Notice of ſome Peti- 
tions alſo, of a more public Concern than ordinary, as, 

Petitions in Par- On a Petition of Humphrey Duke of Glouceſter, and 

Lament, Dame Eleanor his Wife, the King granted his Letters 
Patent, confirmed by this Parliament, giving Licence 
to the ſaid Duke to impark 200 Acres of Land in Green- 
wich, and that they may embattle their Manor-Houſe 
there, and build it with Stone; alſo to raiſe a Tower of 
Stone within the ſaid Park. 

John Earl of Oxford petitioned for a Pardon for 3000 
the Remainder of a Fine of 30001. paid to the King for 
marrying without Licence. It was anſwered, That the 
ſaid Debt was aſſigned over, but that the King would 
remember him ſome other Way. | 

Sir Richard Moodville, Knt. paid to the King 1000! 
as a Fine for marrying Faquet, or Jagueline. Ducheſs of 

| Bedford, without Licence. This foreign Lady ſhewel 
as little Continence in her Widowhood as Queen Kath: 
rine had done, being quickly married again to the afore- 
ſaid briſk young Knight, afterwards created _ ot 
| vers 

r In the old Statutes this City of Genoa is always wrote Feat. 
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Rivers, by whom ſhe had ſeveral Children; and among King Henry Vi. 
them the Lady Elizalrth, who, being Wife to King 
Eiword IV. was afterwards Queen of England. 

About this Time died Kathe;/ine Queen of Englands, 
Mother to Henry VI. and it being notified to the King 
in Parjiament, that his Mother had made him ſole Exe- 
cutor to her Will, the King appointed Rybert Ral/ton, 
Clerk, Keeper of the Great Wardrobe, Fohn Mer/ton ([ 234 ] 
and Richard Alreen, Eſqrs. to execute the ſaid Queen's 
Wal, under the Direction of the Cardinal, the Duke of 
Glouceſter, and the Biſhop of Lincoln, or any two of | 
them, to whom they ſhould account, | | i 

On the Petition of Iſabel, late Wife of Jahn Boteler, ll 
of Beanſly, in the County of Lanca/ter, Knight, which 4 
Jabel, one Milliam Pull, of Mirall, in the County of | 
Cheſter, Gentleman, ſhamefully did raviſh ; it was en- | 


rs dis Parliament, was the King's general Pardon of ajl | 
ce reaſons, Felonies, Forfeitures, and other Offences ; 1 
n- ut this does not appear in the Statute-Books, This Act 1 
ie er Indemnity was granted on the ſame Day, March 27, 1 
eier the foregoing Subſidies were given, and which was 
he laſt of this Parliament. Authority was given alſo to 
ol, Ne Lords of the Council, to anſwer all ſuch Petitions 
for WF vere not anſwered in this Parliament. | | 


acted, That if the ſaid /77/{:am de not ſurrender him- 4 
. elf after Proclamation made againſt him, that he ſhould | | 
| be taken as a Traitor attainted. The ſaid Iſabel, by i 
þ another Petition, ſnewed how the ſaid William, by 1 
. Dureſs and Means of Impriſonment, inforced her to | 

marry him, and, under Colour thereof, raviſhed her; | 
. br which ſhe prayed to have her Appeal; which was 4 
 Wnted. by | | | ö 
3 The laſt Things we find on the Record, tranſacted A general Pata | 


uld We have now a Courſe of three Years before we meet 1 N 

nth another Parliament, the before-given Subſidies be- 
os ſubſiſt till then ; during which Time our larger | 
6 of 6% Hiſtorians are very full in their Deſcriptions of [ 
wel e French War, and the various Effects of it to both i j 
4, WS. But in the Year 1439, the Engliſb Govern- 
ore et wanting freſh Supplies, a Parliament was ſum- 


rl of ; 2 moned 
| She died January 2, 1436-7, at Bermondſea, and was buried at Weſt - 
vero) Wer, Her Bones are mewn, at tiis Time, in an open Cottin in et- 
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Kiog Henty VI. moned to meet on the Morrow after the F eaſt of 


Anno Regni 18. 
1439- 
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St. Martin, or November 12, at Weſtminſter. 

At which Time and Place being all aſſembled, the 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells, ſtill Chancellor, was com- 
manded by the King to open the Seſſion by a Speech, 
who took for his Subject this Text, Adaperiat Deming 
Cor veſlrum in Lege ſua, & in Praceptis ſuis, et faciat 
Pacem*. From which Words he endeavoured to draw 
two eſpecial Points; the fit, What great Deſire every 
< Chriſtian ought to have to the Reformation of his Life, 
© by the only Means of God; who, againſt all Hardneſs, 
© was to bend and to incline his Heart to God's Laws 
and Commandments. The ſecond, What Thirſt every 
« ſick Chriſtian ought to have, to crave and ſeek Peace, 
«© after his manifold Conflicts and Battles in this World, 

As to the firſt, That God ſhould open the Heart, 
and not the Hearts, ſince the Words were ſpoken to 
© the Children of I/rael; he noted that thereby was meant 
© a myſtical Unity, according to theſe Words in Scripture, 
© Convenit univerſus Iſrael ad Civitatem guaſi Homo unus, 
© eadem Mente, unoque Conſilio; which, being ſpoken to 
them, was left for our Learning, that we might folloy 


< the ſame, and might attain to true Peace. P 
To the ſecond, By this Word Iſrael is underſtood 

© their States, namely, of Princes, of Nobles, of Power, th 

© and of Wiſdom ;»all which, if they agreed in Unity, is 

< there is no Doubt but Peace of Body and Soul would th 

« enſue. 

For the Reſtoring of which he told them that this thi 
«© Parliament was called; remembering them, that the 
King would have all Eſtates. enjoy their Liberties; ch. 
© then defired the Commons to chuſe, and the next Day ſuc 
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© to preſent, their Speaker to the King.” poi 
This formal Prelate having ended his Spiritual Ha- To 
rangue, the next Day the Commons preſented to de Rey 


Tatenau, Elg; King William Treſham, Eſq; who, with the uſual Solen- tte 


Speaker « 


nity, was allowed as their Speaker. fold 

We find, by the Record, that this Parliament i ne 
but a ſhort Time at Veſiminſter; for, before they had 3. 
done any Buſineſs, on the 21ſt of December they wes ſhou 
prorogued to the Morrow after St. Hilary, [ Jan. 188 De. 


to meet at Reading. This Prorogation to ſo diſtant 
Place late) 


t Secundo Machabeorum primo. Record. Bad | 


ENGLAND. 


us, there was ſo much Buſineſs to do at it as could not 
be perfected before Chri/tmas : But Hiſtorians acquaint 
us that the Plague then raged in London and Weſiminſter, 
which might be another Reaſon for their Removal. 
There is no Account left us of their ſecond Meeting ; 
but the Entries on the Rolls are put down as if they were 
all done at one Seſſion. 


The Subſidies granted by this Parliament were a full Supplies granted. 


Tenth aud a Fifteenth, and half a Fifteenth and a Tenth, 
to be levied on the Laity in ſuch Form as was in the 
fourth Year of this King. An Impoſt on Woolls was 
alſo granted for three Years, as An. 14 Henry VI. The 
Commons aiſo granted to the King, That all Aliens, 
Men and Women, -not Denizens, within the Realm, 
ſhould pay to the King, yearly, 164. for each, being an 
Houſe-keeper ; being none, 649. 

The ſame Authority was alſo given to the Treaſurer 
of England, and others, to make Securities for 100,000/. 
as in former Parliaments. An Order was alſo taken for 
the Payment of the King's Debts, contracted for the 
Proviſions of his Houſhold. SE 

There were no leſs than nineteen Statutes made in 
this Parliament, though how long it fat at both Places 


. — The moſt remarkable of which Acts are 
tele * 
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Place from the other, was becauſe, as the Record tells King Henry VI. 
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I, * That Cheeſe and Butter may be carried out of aa: paſſed. 


the Kinzdom without Licence. 


2. That Merchant Strangers ſhall not fell their Mer- 


chandizes one to another in England ; but that every 
ſuch Merchant ſhall have an Hoſt, or Surveyor, ap- 
pointed him at his Landing, by the Chief Officer of the 
Town or Place where he ſhall land, who ſhall keep a 
Regiſter of all he buys and ſells, and take Twopence in 
the Found of him for all Merchandize by him bought or 
(old, and the ſaid Merchants ſhall ſell and buy all with- 
in eight Months. 

3. That all Perſons, made Juſtices of the Peace, 
ſhould have Lands and Tenements to the Value of 201. 
ear, except in Cities and Corporations.” The Rea- 
lon aſſigned for this Statute was then, as it has very 
ately been thought proper, becauſe that ſome Perſons 
an been appointed Juſtices, who, on Account of their 

23 Mean- 
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Meanneſs and Incapacity, could not govern or diredt the 
People; whilſt others, by reaſon of their Neceſſities, 
committed great Extortions and Oppreſſions. 

4. That no Captain ſhall detain the W ages of com- 
mon Soldiers, except it be for their Cloathing, under 
the Penalty of 20/. for every Spear, and 100. for a Boy, 
to be paid to the King ". 

5. That every Perſon muſtering and receiving the 
King's Wages, who ſhall depart from their Captains and 
the King's Service, without apparent Licence granted 
1 by the ſaid Captains, ſhall be puniſhed as Fe. 
ons. 

6. That no Perſon ſhall be a Collector of Difmes 
and Quinzimes | Tenths and Fifteenths] in any County, 
who is ſo in the City of the fame, except he be able t9 
diſpend, in Lands and Tenements, in the ſaid County, 
1005. a-year, over and above all Charges and Reprizes.' 

There are alſo many Petitions on private Affaiq, 
which are not worth Notice; the moſt public from the 
Commons, with their Anſwers, are as follow: 

Pez. That no Perſon, once making Fine for not be- 
ing Knighted, be ever again called for it; and that tlic 
© Fines be no other than uſual. 

Anſ. The King will be adviſed, 

Pet. That every Merchant may lawfully tranſport 
© all Manner of Hides, Calf-Skins, long Fells, and Tal- 
low, to what Place he liketh, beſides to Calais. 

Anſ. The King will be adviſed. 

Pet. That no Owner of any Ship be impeached for 
© any Hurt done by his Ship to any other Ship on the 
s Sea, or in Port, or Creek, if he was not a Party theie- 
to. | 

Anſ. The ſame as before. | 

Pet. That every Collector of Cuſtoms, and Comp: 
© troller of every Port, may licence the King's Subjects 
to tranſport Corn from one Shire or Town to another, 
taking Surety of Debt, to the Value, that the ſame be 
not carried beyond Sea. | 

Anſ. As before, - 

Pet. That no Italian, or other Merchant, beyond 
t the Straits of Morocco, [now Gibraltar] bring any Mer- 
© chandize into the Realm, but ſuch as is the Produce 

; ol 
n Statute 18 Henry VI. chap, xviil, * 
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6 of their own Countries, for very good Reaſons men- King Henry VI. 


< tioned in the Record. 

Anſ. The ſame as above. 

Pet. * That all Spiceries ſold in any Port within the 
Realm, by any Merchants Strangers, be as clear gar- 
e helled as the ſame is in London.” 

Anſ. The King will be adviſed. 

an Act was made this Seſhon, Fhat the fourth Part 
of the Tenth and Fifteenth ſhall be paid to the Trea- 
ſurer of the King's Houſhold, in order to make ready 
Payment for the King's Purveyance. And by the ſaid 
Act it appears, the Revenues of the Duchies of Lancaſter 
and Cornwall were alſo appropriated to that Uſe. - 

On the Petition of the Judges it was enacted, © That 
all the Juſtices of both Benches, Juſtices of Aſſize, the 
King's Serjeant and Attorney, ſhall yearly, at two Feaſts 
of the Year then expreſſed, be paid, and allowed their 
Foes ard Liveries, by the Hands of the Clerk of the Ha- 
naper for the Time being, out of the Cuſtoms of London, 
Briſtal, and King ſlon upon Hull.” | 

The Archbiſhop of Roan, Cardinal of Luxemburg, 
to whom the Pope, at the Death of the Biſhop of Eh, 
had granted, during the ſaid Archbiſhop's Life, all the 
Profits of the ſaid Biſhopric, by the Name of Admini- 
ſtrator, ſhewed his Bull to the King, who utterly reject- 
ed it: Notwithſtanding, for his Services done in France, 
the King makes him a new Grant of the Adminiſtration 
aforeſaid. So ſtrictly was the Statute of Præmunire, ſo 
often mentioned before, adhered to in thoſe Days. 

The laſt Thing that we think proper to take Notice 
of, among the Tranſactions of this Parliament, is, that, 
in Conſideration of the great Plague of Peſtilence, ſo 
called, it was enacted, © That all ſuch Perſons as ſhould 
do Homage to the King, holding by Knight's Service, 
ſhould do the ſame without #1/ing him; and the ſame 
Homage to be as good as though the Kiſs was given.” 
Un which the Abridger of the Records makes this wiſe 
Kemark, That, by this, it appears that the Cuſtom of 
Homage done in thoſe Times doth greatly vary from 
the preſent Ceremony; for now they are ſo far from 
'(iſing the King, that they do not ſo much as ſee 


In 


him.“ 


W Collier's Ecclęſiaſtical Hiflory, Vol, I, p. 668. 
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King Henry vi. In the 20th Year of this King another Parliament wx 
Anno Regni 20, Called by Writ, to meet at JVeſtminſter on the Feaſt of 
1442. 7 r 08g of St. Paul; but no more mo the Names 
| „of the Peers fo ſummoned are given in the Abridgeme 
At Fefminfer. of the Records about it. It ſtands, however, - the 
Roll of Parliament, 20 Henry VI. and from thence we 
give this Abſtract of the Proceedings of it. 

The Parliament being met, and the King ſeated on 
his Throne, in the Painted Chamber of the Palace of 
Meſiminſter, John Biſhop of Bath and Wells, till Lorg- 

i Chancellor, deciared the Cauſe of the Summons, and 

took for his Theme, Rex & Thronus ejus fit innoceni. 

On which ſhort Text the Chancellor made a very long 

Harangue ; but it being purely ſpiritual, and a Sermon 

throughout, in which a great deal of the School-Divinity 

of that Age is intermixed, we ſhall omit, and come to 

his recommending to the Commons to chuſe a Speaker; 

Vita Which they did, and the next Day preſented Villen 

Tzx5nam, Eſq; Treſbam, Eſq; for that Purpoſe ; who, with the uſu 
choſen Speaker. Proteſtation, was allowed. 

The Taxes and Subſidies granted this Parliament 

A Subſidy, were much the ſame as in the laſt; a Tax of a Fiftcenth 
and a Tenth on all moveable Goods, to be laid on the 
Laity ; reſerving 4000/7. of the Money arifing from this 
Tax for the Relief of decayed Towns and Villages, : 
had been done in ſome late Parliaments. Some of thel 
Places are particularly named in theſe Grants, of which 
the City of Lincoln is always one. They alſo granted 
the ſame Subſidy on Wooll and Wooll-fells as in the 

laſt, for two Years next coming; wherein is likewiſe 
ſaving Clauſe to the ſaid City, That the Mayor and C. 
tizens, and their Succeſſors, ſhall ſhip off yearly fixty 
Sacks of Wooll, at the Ports of King/ton upon Hull ot 
Beſton, without paying any Subſidy, And this extr- 
ordinary Grant is ſaid, in the Record, to be given in 
Support and Relief of the great Charge they were it 
in the Payment of the Fee-Farm Rent of the {zi 
City. 

The ſame Kind of Poll-Tax on Aliens, as in the laſ, 
was granted by this Parliament, viz. 15. 44. on Hout. 
holders, and 64. on thoſe that were not; Tonnage and 
Poundage alſo at the uſual Rates; and all theſe Tax 
and Subſidies for two Years to come, 
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A Vote of Credit was alſo paſſed, for the King and King Henry Vl. 


his Council to borrow 200,000 J. and to make Aſſu- 
rances for the ſame out of the Funds ariſing from the 
Subſidies, &c. 5 

Amongſt the Acts paſſed in this Parliament, there 
was one ſomewhat particular; for a Law was made in 
it, That Noble Ladies ſhall be tried by their Peers. A 
Law, ſays Mr. Nathaniel Bacon, now firſt ſtamped ; 
and ſtrange it was, adds he, that it never came befare 
into the Breaſt of the Law ; but that it came now is 
not ſtrange ; for no meaner Perſon than the Ducheſs of 
Glouceſter was firſt charged with Treaſon ; when that 
could not appear, then with Necromancy, very fitly, 
that ſhe might be tried by the Eccleſiaſtical Way of 
Witneſſes. She is found guilty, and a Sentence of Pen- 
nance, Impriſonment, and Baniſhment paſſed thereup- 
on, after ſuch a wild Way, as both Nobles and Com- 
mons paſſed this Law for the Vindication of that Noble 
dex from ſuch hudling Trials for the future *. 

The reſt of the Buſineſs of this Parliament runs chiefly 
on private Matters; a Patent was paſſed in it for crea- 
ting Sir Fohn Cornwall Baron of Milbrook, with a pom- 
pous Preamble to it, declaring his Deſcent, and great 
Services done in the French Wars, c. We ſhall there- 
fore only ſay that they fat till March 27, 1443, and 
then were diſſolved, making Way for much greater 


Matters which were tranſacted in ſome of the next Par- 
laments, 


It was not till near three Years after this Period that 
we meet with any Account of a Parliament, when Writs 


one to meet at the ſame Place on the 25th of February 
following, | 
In Preſence of the King fitting in Perſon in his Chair 
of State, and of the Lords and Commons, John Staf- 
ford, late Biſhop of Bath and Wells, but now Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, Primate of all England, Deputy 
to the See of Rome, and Chancellor of England, de- 
flared the Cauſe of calling this Parliament, and took 


: for 
# Natheniel Bacon's Continuation of an Hiſtorical Diſcourſe on the Gae 
Irinnent of England, Sc. p. 174. 


- 
\ 
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were iflued out, dated at Vęſiminſter, January 13, for An. Reg. 23, 24s 


1445. 
AtWeftminſer, 
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og Henry VI. 
em ah — 
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for his Subject theſe Words from P/alm Ixxxiv. Ju/t11;, 


On which he told them, © That thro' the great Di- 


_ © ligence and Conduct of the Earl of Suhl, the King's 


The King's 


dear Couſin, and other Noblemen, ſent as Ambaf}a. 
© dors into France, as well upon a Treaty of Marriage 


Marriage notified © to be had between the King and Margaret, Daughter 


WIIIANu 
Boustz v, Eq; 
choſen Speaker. 
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© to the King of Sicihß, as for to ſettle a Peace between 
© England and France, the ſaid Marriage was contrad- 
© ed; and a Suſpenſion of Arms, for a Time, was prant- 
© ed. He further ſaid, That the ſaid Earl ſtaid in Fran 
© for the ſafe Conduct of the ſaid Princeſs Margaret in- 


© to the Realm of England, by which two Means he 


© nothing doubted, but that, thro' God's Grace, the 
© ſaid Truce would end ſo well that Juſtice and Peace 
© ſhould be within this Nation more than it had been, 
He then bid the Commons chuſe and preſent their 
Speaker to the King. 

On the ſecond Day of this Parliament the Commons 
notified to the Lords, that they had-choſen their Speak- 
er; and the next Day they preſented Milliam Burly, 
Eſq; to the King; whoſe Excuſe being rejected, he was 
allowed as Speaker, under the common Proteſtation, 

- This Seſſion, we find, by the Record, was continu- 
ed to March the 15th, but no Notice taken of any 
more Buſineſs done in it; when the Chancellor, by 
the King's Command, with the Aſſent of the Loids, 
and in the Preſence of the Commons, prorogued the 
Parliament from that Day to the 29th of April next en- 
ſuing, at 17:/iminſter aforeſaid. 

This Prorogation we may ſuppoſe was deſigned to 

ive Time for the new Queen to arrive, who came in- 
to England, under the Conduct of the Earl of Suffzlt, 
about the Beginning of April this Year, and was crown- 


ed at Meſiminſier, the zoth of the fame Month, with 


The new Queen the uſual Solemnity and Ceremonies, This Lady was 


crowned, 


the Daughter of Reyner, Duke of Anjou, and titular 
King of Sicily, Naples and Feruſalem; Great Names, 


indeed l. but they brought this poor King neither Profit 
nor Authority. The Match was firſt propounded by 


the Earl of Suffoll, at that Time ſent as one of Henry's 


Ambaſſadors to treat about a Peace with the * 
| | | ing. 
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King. And, tho* ſhe brought no Fortune with her, King Hen vl. 
yet it was believed it would prove an effectual Means of 
uniting the Minds of the two contending Princes: For 
ſhe, being a near Relation to the King of France, 
might prove the Foundation of a firm Peace; which 
would ſave England more Treaſure than the greateſt 
Prince in the World could give with a Daughter 2, 

Theſe were the apparent Motives that induced the 
Earl of Suffolk to exceed his Commiſſion ; and, with- 
out his Maſter's Knowledge, not only to contract him 
in Marriage, but to undertake, inſtead of receiving a 
Portion with the Lady, that the Duchy of Anjou, with 
the whole Province of Main, then in the Hands of the 
Enzliſh, ſhould be given up to her Father. Though the 
Earl of Suffolk was: more zealous than cautious in this 
Affair, yet knowing well his Maſter Henry's natural 
Mildneſs and Diſpoſition for Peace, he ventured to take 
this extraordinary Stepz which, though at firſt was 
well reliſhed in England, both by the King and People, 
yet, in the End, proved very detrimental to the Eng- 
% Intereſt, and was the Occaſton of Suffol#s own De- 
ſtruction, What Notice was taken of theſe primary 241 } 
Affairs, in Parliament, the Conſequence will ſhew. 

But before this Parliament ſuffered its firſt Proroga- 
tion we find, by the Roll, that, on the 15th Day of 
March, in the 23d Year of this King and the 19th of 
this Seſſion, the Commons, with the Aﬀene of the Lords, 
granted the King half a Fifteenth and half a Tenth of 
all moveable Goods, reſerving out of both 2000 /. for 
the Relief of decayed Cities and Burghs, and were pro- 


„ved to the 29th Day of April, as above; which 
4 then was in the 24th Year of this Reign. From which 
Time they ſeem to have ſat untill the 5th. Day of Fune, 
4 the ſame Year, without any Buſineſs, entered on Re- 
b cord, deing done at this ſecond Seſſion. For on the laſt- 
a | mentioned , 
al 4 Polydore Vergil gives this Princeſs the following high Character: Puel- 
5, (an tam ultra alias Fæminas pulchram quam prudentem, ac Animo præter 
bt Acruram Jexus preditam ingenti, qued ejus Res geſſæ quas ſuo Ordine me- 
' nravimus perſpicue deciararunt. Polyd. Verg. Lib. xxiil. p. 491. | 
J Another Foreigner compliments his Country Woman in a loftier Strain: 
* T 'Ayęleterre n'avoit point encore vue de Reine plus digne du Trone 
> fue Marguerite dAnjous Nulle Femme ne la ſurpaſſori en Beaute, & peu 


« r Hgallgient en Courage. I ſembloit gue le Ciel Peut formee a Deſ- 
' fin Ge Juppleer @ ce gui manquait a ſon Mari pour etre un grand Roi, &c. 
cans Ui de Revel, d Angleterre, Tom. II. p. 196. 
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King Henry VI. mentioned Day another Prorogation ſucceeded to the 
20th of October, next coming, at Veęſiminſter. The 
Reaſon of this laſt Prorogation is ſaid to be a dread, 
Peſtilence that then began to break out in the City cf 

London and Suburbs of the ſame b, before the Parliz. 
ment had diſpatched the great Buſineſs that was before 
them. And alſo becauſe, the Autumnal Seaſon ap- 
penny the Lords might retire to their County 
Recreations, and the Commons better attend Hat 
veſt, &c. 

From the 20th of October, the Day we muſt ſuppoſe 
this Parliament met again, we find they ſat to the 5h 
Day of December, but no Entry of any Buſineſs, in this 
Interval, is on the Roll ; but, on that Day, it is ſaid the 
King, by the Advice of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, again prorogued this Parliament to the 24th of 
January next coming at I/e/tmin/ter. The Reaſon of 
this laſt Prorogation is ſaid to be for that they had more 
Buſineſs before them than they could diſpatch before 
Chriſtmas. 

rom the laſt mentioned Day, January 24, a very 
[ long Series of Buſineſs, done by this Parliament, is en- 
tered on the Roll; and ſeems as if it was the Sum of 
all they had done fince their firſt Meeting. A Detal 
of what may be thought neceſſary now follows. And 
Another Subliey The fuſt Thing of Moment we find is a Grant df 
granted by this another, and a much greater, Subſidy than the laſt, v1. 
Parliament, a whole Fifteenth and a Tenth, and half a Fifteenth and 
a Tenth; reſerving, out of the former, the Sum of 6oool, 
and out of the latter 30001. for the Relief of poor Towns, 
deſolate, waſted, and deſtroyed ; or, as the Record has 
it, to the ſaid Fifteenth and Tenth over-greatly charged. 
This Grant was made, we are told, on the gth Day 
April, which was the laſt of the Sitting of this Parliz 
ment. Tonnage and Poundage, as granted in forme! 
Parliaments, was alſo ſettled for three Years to come. 
The ſame Day the foregoing Grants were made, the 
Lord Chancellor of England, in the Preſence of the 
King and whole Parliament, made a Proteſtation, 
That the Peace which the King had made with the 


* French King, or rather was about to make, was — 

| y 
20 Qued in Civitate London et Suburbiis ejuſdem gravis Peſiilentia cebeſd 
jam ire. Rot. Patl. 23 & 24 Hen, VI, No, 11. : 
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On this it was enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Statute made in the Reign of Henry V. im- 
« porting, That no Peace ſhould be made with the French 
« King that now is, and was then called the Dauphin 
© of France, without the Aſſent of the Three Eſtates of 
both Realms, ſhould be utterly repealed and revoked : 
And that no Perſon whatſoever ſhould be impeached 
eat any Time to come, for giving Counſe] to bring 
about this Peace with France.” 


ſerted amongſt the Statutes of this Parliament, ſeems to 
have been calculated for a Compliment to the Earl of 


and to indemnify him from any further Trouble about 
the Match ;' for we are told, by the Records, that, on 
the ſecond Day of June laſt, the Marquis came into the 
Houſe, and made a Declaration of his Services to the 
King, Lords, and Commons, and his Requeſt was, that 
they would judge all he had done to be reaſonable and 
juſt, That, on the 4th of June, the Speaker of the Houſe 
of Commons came before the King arid Lords, and 
there, in Behalf of their whole Body, highly commend- 
ed the Perſon and numerous Services of the Marquis and 


at the Requeſt of the Commons and Mediation of the 


* ſhould be eſteemed as a moſt true and faithful Subject 
© to the King.“ 

An Hiſtorian of Credit, and more circumſtantial in 
Parliamentary Affairs than any other ©, tells us, That 
* the Marquis of Sue made a long and elegant Speech 
in the Houſe of Lords on this Occaſion ; ſetting forth 
the Pains and Labour he had been at in his Ambaſſage 


* ſon, as in making up the Match for the King; ad- 
* yertifing them, that, as the Truce was to expire in 
April, he, like a faithful Subject, adviſed that all Pre- 
* paration ſhould be made for the Preſervation of the 


© King's 


© Som, Daniel in Kennet, p. 394, 395. See Stowe's Chron, p. 395. 


A 
F 


This extraordinary Act, which, 9 the bye, is not in- 


Suffolk, now made a Marquis for this Piece of Service, 


into France, as well in concluding a Truce for a Sea- 
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eh of his own Motion and Will; and that he was not King Henry VI. 
« infligated thereto by himſelf, or any of the Lords what- 
«{oever.? Which Proteſt was enrolled. 


Peace with 
rYances 
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Earl of Suffolk, particularly for the King's Marriage, The Marquis of 

and for obtaining the Truce with France; tor all which, Si approved 
by the Parlia- 

ment for his 


Lords, a Vote was paſſed, That the ſaid Marquis Conduct therein, 


— 
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King Henry VI. © King's Country in France, praying them to take No. 
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„ with equal Eloquence, not only ſhewed his F delity 


Action to be inrolled, and gave him a whole Fiſteenth 
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© tice of it, and give him a Diſcharge for his Legation, 
© The next Day he went into the Lower- Houſe, and, 


© in his Legation, but ſet forth what great Charges he 
© had been at in attending it, and fetching over the 
© Queen; deſiring that this Action might be recorded 
in the Parliament Rolls, and himſelf be diſcharged by 
© both Houſes, with a Conſideration for the Expence, 
© Behold, (adds our Authority) what the Eloquence of 
© Favourites can do] Few Men of Prudence in either 
© Houſe but knew that the Marquis deſerved little 
© Thanks for his Labour, either in making the Peace 
© or the Match; yet, as if all had been well done for 
© the Nation's Intereſt, the very next Day the Speaker 
© of the Houſe of Commons, William Burley, attended of 
with a great Number of the Houſe, went up to the we 
© Lords, and deſired their Concurrence in a Petition to liar 
© the King, to reward the Marquis for his Services: 
© And, to ſhew their Gratitude, they cauſed the whole Noon 


in Conſideration of his Expences.' 
This is our Hiſtorian's Account, which differs not 
much, except in the Embelliſhment, from the Records; iWfor | 
and except the Fifteenth given to the Marquis, of ne 
which there is no Mention in the Records, nor in any ; 
of our antient Chronicles. A modern Hiſtorian remarks 
that this was one of thoſe Parliaments that was mana- 
ged by Court Intrigues ; which, adds he, has been too 
often the Caſe. This plainly appeared in a Reſolution 
to return the Marquis of SF public Thanks for ne- Core 
gotiating the King's Marriage, without any Advantage 
accruing to either King or State, by uniting him to a 
Family that was a mortal Enemy to both *. Mar 
There are no leſs than eighteen ſeveral Acts, ſome Rad 
new, and others explanatory, which were paſſed this 
Seffion, and are in our Statute-Books. The Heads of e! 
thoſe, that chiefly regard the public Concern, are theſe: e th 
A Rehearſal of 2 made 15 Hen. VI. chap. II. 

touching Licence to tranſport Corn, when Wheat doth bl: 
not exceed 65. 8 d. and Barley 3s. 4 d. the ww nd f 
| made 

u Rapin, Folio Edition, 569, 
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made perpetual' *. No Man ſhall be Sheriff or Under- King Hen VI. 


Sheriff, Sc. above a Year. No Sheriff ſhall let to 
Farm his County or Bailiwick : The Sheriffs and Bailiffs 
Fees in ſeveral Caſes limited. 

An Act for the ordering and levying the Wages of 
the Knights of Parliament, Who ſhall be Knights for 
the Parliament. "The Manner of their Election. The 
Remedy where one is choſen and another returned, &c.' 

The King's Letters Patent under the Great Seal of 
England, and under the Seal of the Duchy of Lancaſter, 
made to John, Cardinal and Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


ſaid Duchy; and three other Letters Patent under the 
Seal only of the Duchy of Lancaſter, made to the Per- 
ſons aforeſaid, of ſeveral Poſſeſſions to the Performance 
of the Laſt Will and Teſtament of the preſent King, 
were read and confirmed by the whole Eftates in Par- 
lament, "YE 

The King's Letters Patent for the Erection and En- 
dowment of Eaton College, founded 20 Henry VI. with 
al the Lands and Liberties then and now granted, 
were eſpecially declared and confirmed by Parliament. 
As alſo the like Letters Patent of the King's, made 
for the erecting and endowing a College [King's College] 
in Cambridge, were publickly read and confirmed by 
this Parliament. 


The new Queen ſeeing the Marquis of Suffolk, 
bo is ſaid by Hiſtorians to be too great a Favourite 
ith her, particularly honoured for his Services by the 
Lords and Repreſentatives of the Nation, found it no 
Vifficulty to get her eaſy Huſband to join in conferrin 
ew Dignities upon him, He was preſently raiſed fro 


Ind, having the Queen's Heart, who certainly managed 
de King as ſhe pleaſed, this new Duke may properly 
de then ſaid to be the greateſt Man in the Kingdom. 
The Perſon that ſtood the moſt in their Way to an 
dlolute Rule, was Humphrey, for his great Humanity 
nd Hoſpitality, juſtly called the good Duke of Glau- 


ry mortal 
6 * was done, fays Hall, to pleaſe the People; ad capium Fulgi. 
s again confirmed by Edrard IV. 


and ſeveral others, relating to ſome Poſſeſſions in the 


fer. This Nobleman had been long engaged in a 
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8 He is created a 
m Duke, and gains 


Marquis to Duke of Suffolk, and had ſeveral Manors the Management 

ind Wardſhips given him to ſupport this new Dignity ; of the Kingdom, 
by the Queen's 

Meags. . 


A Parliament 
called for that 
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King Henry VI. mortal Quarrel with his half-bred Uncle, Henry Beau. 


fort, the haughty Biſhop of H/inche/ter ; as the former 
Part of theſe Inquiries, and the larger Engl; Hiſtori. 
ans, do more particularly relate. The Duke had acted 
in his Protectorſhip with great Wiſdom and Caution; 
yet even in that great Poſt he could not eſcape a Snare 
laid for him by the Cardinal, and his other Enemies. 
His Ducheſs was accuſed of tampering and dealing with 
Witches and Conjurers, in order to deprive the King of 
his Life, and raiſe her Huſband to the Crown. The 
ſuperſtitious Ignorance of that Age made this Accuſation 
eaſily credited; and, being found guilty along with her 
Accomplices, they ſuffered Death, and ſhe a ſhameful 
Pennance and a perpetual Impriſonment. 

The new Favourite, as hath been faid, having found 
he could not have all Things within his Gripe without 


contrive removing this great Man, ſoon contrived to effect it, 


They 
me Ruin of the The firſt Step that the Queen and her Minion took, was 
Duke of Gl/ow- 


to get the Duke of Glouce/ter not only diſplaced from 
having any Command about the King's Perſon, but even 
from his Council. Not long after they accuſed him of 
ſeveral Crimes and Miſdemeanors ; all which the Duke 
cleared himſelf ſo well of, that he was honourably ac- 
quitted of them before the King and Council. 

This Diſappointment did but aggravate his Enemies 
the more againſt him, and many other Snares were laid 
to catch him; for it was judged they durſt not open]y at: 
tack a Man of his Character, who was really the People's 
Darling. But a more plauſible Expedient was at ll 
thought of; a Parliament was reſolved to be called, 
where he was to be apprehended for ſome Charge df 

High Treaſon, committed to cloſe Cuſtody, and then 
they thought they might have their Will of him. 

Accordingly we find, by the Records, that Writ 
were firſt ined out for calling a Parliament to meet i 
Cambridge on the 10th of February, 1447 ; but altet- 
wards, for Reaſons of State no doubt, other W rits were 


Anno Regni 25. diſpatched after them to ſummon the ſame Peers, U 


Name, to meet in Parliament, on the ſame Day, # 


St. Edmundſoury. St. Edmundſbury; when being all met, Lords and Com- 


mons, in the Refectory of the Abbey there, John Arch. 
biſhop of Canterbury, Primate, Legate, and Chancello\, 
as before, opened the Seſſion by the King's C 
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Pacis Concilia, ſequitur illos Gaudium. 

Before the Chancellor handled his Text, he thought 
fit to acquaint the Aſſembly, © That, between the Am- 
« baſſadors of the Engliſh and French Kings, an Agree- 
« ment was made, that the two Kings ſhould have an 
Interview; and that ſufficient Aſſurance would be gi- 
© ven for his Majeſty's Paſſage beyond Sea, his ſafe Re- 
« ſidence there, and Return: For which Reaſon the 
King deſired their Advice, and would act accordingly.” 

Afterwards, in repeating his Text, Qui autem, &c. 
he ſaid, There were three Kinds of Counſels ; the 
yt, Of the Wicked, utterly to be ſhunn'd, accord- 
© ing to the Saying of the Phſalmiſt, Beatus eft Vir qui 
© non ambulavit in Conſilio Impiorum : The ſecond, Of 
© the Good and Learned, who go with Circumſpection, 
according to {ſaiah vi. Finito Conſilio ſuſcepit actior in 
Domu ſua, & fecit Cœnam magnam : The third, Of 
© the Holy Ghoſt, expelling all Doubts by working in- 
© wardingly, according to the Pſalmift, Conſilium autem 
Domini in æternum manet ; Cogitationes Cordis ejus a 
© Generatione ad Generationem.” He concluded as uſual, 
deſiring the Commons to chuſe and preſent their Speaker; 
and put them in Mind that the King's Will was, all 
Eſtates ſhould enjoy their Liberties. 


id The Receivers and Triers of Engliſh and Foreign Pe- 

t- ions to this Parliament being appointed, on the ſecond 

e's Day the Commons preſented, as their Speaker, William WIr Ia 

Teen, Eſq; whoſe Excuſe being rejected, he was, Aadeg Soze 
with the common Proteſtation, allowed. 2 


| It is very remarkable, after this uſual Preamble, that 
hen the Heads of all the Acts made in this Parliament, in the 
dtatute-Books, are comprized in two Lines; and what 
i mention'd on Record is little or nothing to the Purpoſe, 
Authority given to the King's Council for borrowin 
100,000/. ſome Grants of the King to his Aen. 
leges of Eaton and Cambridge; and an Exchange in 
the new Queen Margaret's Revenues of 46661. 135. 4d, 
but of the Cuſtoms, &c. for ſome Lands and Bleredi. 
ments ſettled on her, during Life, confirmed, was 
very Thing material done in this Parliament; except 
another Article, which may lead us into an Inquiry about 
his ſtrange Proceeding of calling a Parliament onTuch 
oL. II. R a a trifling 
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and took for his Theme theſe Words: Qui autem ineunt King Henry VIs 
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King Henry VI. a trifling Occaſion; and when there were no Subſidies | 


{ 247 ] 


The Parliamentary HisTory 


aſked nor given, nor any other Buſineſs of Moment done 
at it. The Article is this: That it is by the King 
© and Parliament enacted, That Eleanor, the Wife of 
© the late Duke of Gl/oucefter, ſhall be utterly barred from 
* claiming any Dower of any of the Hereditaments, c. 
© of the ſaid Duke d. 

By this it appears that another Motive, and which hath 
been hinted at before, was the Occaſion of calling this 
Parliament; and ſince it has been fo carefully kept out 
of the Records, the more general Hiſtorians muſt inform 
us. 1 

»With the new Year, ſays one ©, the Lords began 
© to prepare for meeting in Parliament at Bury ; and 
© that the Duke of Gloucefler might fear no Evil, all 
© Things at Court were cartied with great Smoothneſ; 
© towards him; but Care was taken to have it whiſpered 
© in his Ear, that it was neceſſary he ſhould be at it, to 
© prevent the Defigns of the Queen and her Party. The 
© good Duke, not at all jealous of ill Practices, but te- 
< taining his old Zeal for the Commonwealth, hearken' 
< to the Caution, and, with the reſt of the Lords, came 
© to the Place at the Time appointed, ready to attend 
© the National Buſineſs. 

On the firſt Day of the Seffion all Things went well 
© enough, and the Ceremonies at the Opening of a Par- 
© liament were performed as uſual. But on the ſecond 
© Day the Lord Beaumont, then High-Conſtable of Ex- 
© land, being accompanied with the Dukes of Bucking- 
© ham and Somerſet, and many others, arreſted the Duke 
© of Ghucgſter and put him in Cuſtody under a ſtrong 
Guard: His Servants were all taken from him, and 
: | | « thirty- 
d This Act begins thus: The King, conſidering the great — 
nance of Alianore that was Wife of his Uncle, late Duke of Gloucefer, Se. 
This AR was made on the 3d of March, by which it appears that the Dube 
was dead before that Time. Rot. Parl. 25 Henry VI. No. 17. 

© Sam. Daniel by Kennet, p. 396. 

4 To which Town all the Commonalty of the whole County of Sal 
. ² 6p... 
upon as a much — 2 to execute their Purpoſe ec the Duke, 
than either Weſtminfler or Londen, on Account of his great Populaii 


Chron. p. 627. | 
J. Stowe ſays that the Roads about gury were all kept by armed Men, 


| both Day and Night, ſo that many died of Cold and Watching. Cina. 


p- 386, | 
e He is called, in the Liſt of Peers, Jabn Lord Viſcount Beaunerti. 


f EN GL AN p. 


« tion was in great Amaze at this ſudden Action, and 
© every Man was inquiſitive to know what new Matter 
* was found out againſt the Duke, who had ſo lately 
cleared himſelf of all that could be alledged againſt 
© him, His Enemies thought it neceſſary to lay ſome 
« Crime to his Charge, and therefore gave it out that 
© Humphrey Duke of Glouceſter, with his Train of Ser- 
© yants, had traiterouſly conſpired to kill the King, that 
ge might ſet the Lady Eleanor, his Wife, at Liberty. 
A ridiculous Charge, but yet ſufficient to quiet the 
© People, whom they only feared in the Execution of 
their Deſign; for the more improbable his Crime was, 
« the eaſier it would be to free himſelf; and ſo the People 
£ reſted content with the Senſe of his Wiſdom and Inno- 
© cency. - But his Enemies had contrived otherwiſe, that 
© he ſhould never come to his Defence * ; for the Night 


© Body ſhewed to the Lords and Commons aſſembled in 


© Parliament, and lay expoſed to the open View of all 
© Comers for ſome Time; in which, becauſe no Signs 
© of a violent Death appeared, it was feported that he 
© died of an Apoplexy, or Impoſthume. But becauſe 
© none of his Servants ſuffered after his Death, which 
© they ought to have done, had they been guilty of High 
© Treaſon, as was alledged againſt them, (though five of 
© them were condemned, and, when near their Execu- 
* tion, were pardoned by * Duke of Suffelt's Means“) 
2 | oh 
f The Hiſtory of C contemporary, ſpeaks thus of the Duke, Qui 
ad Reſpenſum non admiſſus, nec judiciali Examine condemnatus, Veſpere ſoſpes 
& incolumis, Mane (prob Dolor ) mortuus clatus eff & oftenſus, Hift. Croy- 
pnd. Continuatio, p. 521. 


. Fabian ſays within fix Days after the Duke was arreſted, Chron, 
uno 1447. | 

Jebn Stexve, twenty-four Days; and that ſome ſaid the Duke died for 
Sorrow, that they would not bring him to his Anſwer. Chron. p. 386. 


, d Their Names were Sir Roger Chamberlain, Knt, Middleton, Herbert, 
af ind Artbur, Eſqrs, and one Richard Needbam, Yeoman : They were ſen- 
tenced to be drawn, hang d, and quarter'd; of which the Drawing and 

anging were put in Execution ; but when they were cut down to be 
qurter'd, and marked with a Knife for that Purpoſe, the Marquis of Suf- 

{k, there preſent, ſhewed the King's Pardon for them, and they were 
telesſed. A dangerous Experiment. Fabian, ibid. , 

The Pardon is in the Public Acts; at the End of which is the Date at 
Weminfler, June 4; and then, Per Ipſum Regem, & de Data prædicta, 
Acloriate Parliamenti, Fad, Ang. Tem. XI. f. 179. 
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« thirty-two of them ſent to different Priſons. The Na- King Henry Vis 
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after his Commitment, as ſome ſay, but others a few And murdereq 
Nights after 5, he was found dead in his Bed, and his privately, 
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© that he was murdered by the Queen's Means; and 
© ſome were ſo particular as to report that he was ſtran- 
© pled between two Pillows, or Feather Beds, as Thema: 
8 Wardfteck, Duke of Glouce/ter before him, had been; 
© others, that he had an hot Spit run up his F undament, 
© as King Edward II. had; others affirmed, that he died 
© of mere Grief, becauſe he ſaw he muſt now fall a ga- 
© crifice to his Enemies Malice, without being allowed 
© to defend himſelf; all which Conjectures have little 
© Foundation, The moſt Diſcreet judge he was mur- 
©'dered; but, being tranſacted in private, it was not ſafe 
© to determine by what Means.” 

It is more than barely probable that this laſt Con- 
jecture is right: A Parliament had been ſummoned on 
ſo trifling an Occaſion as is mentioned in the Lord- 
Chancellor's Speech ; and which, by the bye, was a 


mere Pretext, for not one Word more is mentioned in 


The Duke of 
York's firſt At- 
tempts for the 
Crown, 


the Records or Hiſtory, relating to the Royal Interview 
there ſpoken of: On which we may well ſuppoſe that 
it was a Trap laid to catch the Duke, and the Event too 
plainly ſnews that his Death, either public or private, 
was the principal Deſign of it. 
The Death of this great Man was, very ſoon after, 
— — upon his Enemies; the Cardinal Biſhop of 
Hinchefter died within a Month of him, and, as we are 
told, in great Agonies both of Body and Mind. And 
tho' the Queen and the Duke of SAH now managed 
both the King and Kingdom without Controul, yet the 
Reign of the latter was very ſhort-lived, as the Courſe 
of theſe Inquities will ſhew. The Method they took to 
govern, was very oppreflive and intolerable to the Sub- 
jets; and tho* the Queen made Uſe of her Huſbanc's 
Name, yet ſhe could ſcarcely hide her Uſurpation, be- 
cauſe, in England, the Queen Conſort hath no Power, 
but Title only. 

The Death of the Duke of Gloucefter had yet another 
ill Conſequence, by opening a Door to the Duke of Yori 
to put in his Claim to the Crown, which he never duft 
have done, whilſt a Man of ſuch Wiſdom and Popula- the 
rity as the former ſtood in his Way. It does not appei! Fes 
that York had any Hand in the Duke's Murder; but i A 
may be well ſuppoſed that he was glad to ſee it acted h Bi an 


others, 
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the Government in the arbitrary Manner they did. Ina 
{mall Time after Duke Humphrey's Death, he began to 
repreſent to his Friends the Miſery of the Nation, which, 
under the Name of a King, weak and unable to govern, 
was ruled by an ambitious Queen and her Favourites. 
He firſt put it into their Heads, that it was neceſſary to 
pitch upon ſome other Perſon to be King, ſince the pre- 
ſent King had depoſed himſelf, in Effect, by ſuffering 
the Queen and Saft to over- rule all; that King Henry 
was really a good Man, but fitter for a Cloiſter than a 
Palace, therefore the Kingdom was to be put into better 
Hands than thoſe of Women and Favourites. Having 
thus artfully infuſed into their Minds a general Diſcon- 
tent, he next put forward his own Title to the Crown ; 
which, allowing Herdditary Right to be valid, was in- 
dubitable. Yet added, That tho' he would not vainly 
vaunt himſelf fit for ſo great an Office, he might boldly 
claim the Crown as his Right; and hoped that the Di- 
ligence and Valour he had ſhewn in France, for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Engliſh Dominions in that Kingdom, 
were Demonſtrations enough to prove, that he had the 


true Spirit of an Engliſhman in him, and was zealous in 
all Things for the Good of the Nation. 


Thus much is thought proper to be ſaid, tho' ſome- 
what digreſſive from our Parliamentary Deſign, in order 
to keep up a Connection in Hiſtory, and to ſhew at what 
Time thoſe great Diſputes between the two Houſes be- 
gan, which near overturned the whole Kingdom. It 
was two Years after the laſt that we meet with another 
Parliament, which was called by Writs dated at Weſt- 
minſter, Jan. 2, to meet at the ſame Place on the 12th 


of February following. The firſt Peer now named on 
the Lift is Richard Duke of York. 


On the Day appointed, being all met in the Painted- Anno Regni 27; 


Chamber of the Palace, John Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


Chancellor of England, declared the Cauſe of the Sum- a; Weſtminſter, 


mons, and made a notable Declaration; but what it was 
the Records take no further Notice. Three Days after 


the Commons preſented John Say, Eſq; for their Speaker, Joux Sar, Eſq; 
who was allowed ; and ſoon after a Grant of half a Tenth choſen Speaker, 


and half a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity, paſſed 
R 3 | both 
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King Henry VI. both Houſes ; reſerving out of the Monies ariſing from 


A Subſidy, | 


- 


Another, with reſided in England. An additional and very particular 


8 Poll-Tax. 


T1.) 


this Tax the Sum of 3000 J. for the Relief of poor 
Towns, c. A Grant alſo of Tonnage and Poundage, 
for five Years to come, on all Merchants whatſoever, 
with an Addition of 35s. more on Aliens as well of the 
Hans * Towns as otherwiſe. Authority was likewiſe 
given to the Council of State to borrow 100,000 J. as 
well upon the King's Revenue as his Jewels, &c. 

This Parliament fat from the Date above to the 4th 
Day of April, without doing any other Buſineſs ; and 
then, on Account of the approaching Feſtival of Faſter, 
as is ſaid, it was prorogued to the — Day of May next 
coming, at V eminſler. They fat at this ſecond Seſ- 
ſion, we find, only to the 3oth of this Month, and then 
were again prorogued and adjourned to the 16th Day of 
June, to meet at Winchefter *. The Reaſons given for 
this laſt Adjournment, or Prorogation, are, firſt, becauſe 
the Feſtival of Penteco/t was approaching, and for the 
Salubrity of the Air; that of London, as well as Ve- 
minfler, being thought unwholſome and infectious, 

At this Meeting of the Parliament at W/inchefter, we 
find that another Grant of half a Fifteenth and half a 
Tenth was paſſed, with a Reſerve of 3000 /. out of it, 
for the Relief of poor Towns, c. The ſame Poll- 
Tax of 16d. a Head was laid on all foreign Merchants, 
being Houſekeepers, and 64. on all the reft, who then 


Tax, of 6s. 8 d. a Head, was laid on every Merchant 
Venetian, Italian, Januey, [ Genoeſe] Florentyn, Myleners, 
Milaneſe] Lucans, Cataloners, Albertyns, Lumbard, 
anſiers, Prufiers , &c. and 20 d. a Head on each of 
their Clerks. Laſtly, the old Subſidy on Wooll, Gs. 
was granted for four Years to come. 

All theſe extraordinary Grants, ſo near one another 
as to be given in one Parliament, ſhew that the Govern- 
ment had great Occaſion for Supplies at that Time: 
And indeed fo it appears by the very next Article on 
Record, in which we are told that a Meſſage from the 
Duke of Semerſe:, the King's Lieutenant in oy 

eli- 


i From the Merchants of the Hans and Almaigne, &c, Rot. Pal, 
27 Henry VI. No. g. 


x Prerogavit & adjornavit, Rot, Parl, 27 Henry VI, No, 12. 


l Wie have extracted theſe Namas out of the Record, to ſhew the EA 
of Trade in thoſe Days. g 


tat 
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delivered to this Parliament verbatim, by the Lord Haft- King Henry VI. 
ings, Chancellor of France, and the Abbot of Glouce/ter; 
importing, T bat the great Preparations the French were 
me king, were ſuch, that, if a War ſhould happen, then 
the Country of Normandy was not able to defend itſelf. 
And as the Truce was to endure but for fourteen Months, 

it was neceflary to acquaint the King and Council, in 
Diſcharge of the faid Duke, that they might provide ac- 
cordingly. The whole of this Meflage, which was deli- 
ver'd ſingly to the Parliament by the Abbot of Gloucefler, 

is in the Records; and fince it gives an exact Account 
how the Engliſb Affairs ſtood in France at this Time, the 
Reader may not be diſpleaſed with it in the Abbot's own 
Words. It is intraduced in this Manner : 


r è d ]ꝗ eee ee ̃ ⁰ mw eee ee ES 
— — _— - 
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© FA\Redence i, by my Lord of Somerſet, Lieutent of 
, France and Normandy, committed to the Lord 
* Hafting, Chancellor of Fraunce and the Abbot of Glou- 
* ce/ter, opened by the Mouth of the ſeid Abbot in the 
* Parlement by the King's Commandement, bothe to 
the Lordes and Commyns. 

* Hit is not unknowne to your grete Diſcretione, how 
it liked our Soveraigne Lord not lang ago to commit 
* the Governance of the Contrees, now beyng under his 
Obeiſance in his Reme of Fraunce and Duchie of Nor- 
* mandie, to the high and mighty Prince my Lord of So- 
* merſet ; the which Prince in his notable Wyſdome, ſee- 
* yng, by Experience, the grete, continuell, and daily Da- 
mages that ther been don by the Adverſaries; ſeeyng 
* alſoe the verray Liklyneſſe within ſhort Time of intolle- 
© rable Hurt thereof, laſſe then covenable and ſpeedfull 
* Remedie be prudently purveied here, ſent hider my 
Lord Haſting, Chanceller of Fraunce, and me in his 
© Company, with Letters of Credence to our Soveraigne 
* Lord to let his Highneſs have Knowlethe of the doubt- 
full and dangerous Diſpoſition of that Contree, the 
which Credence as his Highneſs hath commanded, as 
; —— as that I can, I ſhall open to your Wyſ- 
* domes, 

* Our Credence containeth principally three Things ; 
* the firſt is to ſhew the grete Puiſſance and long- adviſed 
* Ordennance, furniſhed with all Maner Abilements of 

EW 02 « Werre 


—U— — —_— — — —— — — 


| 


i Rot, Parl. 27 Henry VI, No. 17, 
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< repaire and ſtuffe all their Gariſons in the Fronters of 
the King's Obeiſſance, armed in grete Nombre agenſt 
© the Tenour of the Trewes, doyng Murdres innume- 
6 rables, takeings the King's Subgetts Priſoners, as it 
were pleyne Werre, with other grete and lamentable 
© Injuries, as open Robberies, Oppreſſions, and Pilleries, 
* without Nombre, of the which Offenſes they had be 
< diverſe Tymes ſomond and required by my ſaid Lord 
© of Somerſet to make Ceſſe, and repair them after the 
* Tenour of the Trewes; but nether Remedie ne te- 
* ſonable Anſwer may in anywiſe as yit hadde ; where- 
fore it may be preſuppoſed by their froward Dedes 
and contrarious Diſpoſicon, that their Intencion is not 
5 to procede effectuelly to eny good Concluſion of Peas, 

© Alfoe the King's Oncle hath commanded, and made 
© trye, thorogh all his Obeiſſance, that all Nobles pre- 
< pare them to be redy horſed, armed, and in all wiſe 
© abilled, as longeth to Men of Armes, within fifteen 
© Dayes Warning, upon Peyn of Forfeiture of all their 
< Liflod, the Nombre of which Men is grete and ineſti- 
< mable. | 

Alſoe ſemblably the King's Oncle hath commanded 


| © to be cried in every Pariſh of his Obeiſſance, under 
© the ſame Paine of 


Forfeiture, that every thirty Men 
< furniſh a Man horſed and armed in Briganders and 
© Leg-Harnefs, with a Long Bowe or a Croſſe Bowe, and 
© charged expreſſely that they do non other Labour but 
* excerciſe them to their ſaid Bowes and Harneys, the 
Nombre of which Men ſo abiled and arayed as it is ſeid 
by credible Perſons, that of Reſon ſhuld thereof have 
© verray Knowlethe, excedith 60,000 Men; this is the 
* firſt Part our Credence. 

The ſecond Part is to ſhew, that if the Werre ſhuld 
© fall, as God defend, the Contrey of Normandie is in 
* no wiſe of itſelfe ſufſiceant to make Reſiſtence againſt 
© the grete Puiſſance of the ſeid Adverſaries for many grete 
Conſideracions; firſt, for there is no Place in the King 
Obeiſſance there purveied, neither in Reparations, Or. 
© denance, neither in eny Maner Artillerie; but wel 
* nigh all Places ben in ſuch Ruyne, that though the 
+ werre ſtuffed with Men and Ordenance, they be i 
t ruinous that they be unable to be defended and kept 


* 
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eche which Reparations and Ordenance to be purveied King Henry vl. 


« ſufficeantly, wold drawe to ineſtimable Coſts, 

« Alſoe all the laſt Grant of the Ayd in Normandie, 
© it was openly purpoſed 5 Eſtates there that the 
« general Poverti of the Contree was ſo grete, that it 
vas impoſſible for them to bere eny more hereafter 
« ſuch Charges as they bore herebyfore, wherfore they 
« defired to have Nombre of Men of Werre made leſſe, 
« or elles to ſhew to the King's Highneſs that ther might 
© be had Good of England to bere the ſeid Charges, for 
© of Neceflite they ſeid they moſte be ſpared for certeyn 
« Yeres of ſuch Payments, or elles they moſte be nedly 
$ conſtrayned to goo ther way and forſake the Contree, 
and ſuffer the Land to be abandoined to the Adver- 
c faries, the which God ever defend. This is ſecond 
part of our Credence. 

© The third Part is to remember that the finall Terme 


$ domes have well in Mind, hit ſhall laſt now not four- 
teen Months; and therefore it is thoght right high 
Time to begynne your Purveiance for the Safegard of 
that noble — ; Wherefore my Lord of Somerſet 
* mooſt humbly beſeketh the King's Highneſs, tenderly 
* prayeth all my Lordes his Conſeillers, and herty will- 
eth all your Wyſdomes to have that noble Land in your 
good and ſpeciall Remembrance, calling to your Mind 
' the grete, ineſtimable, and well-nigh infinite Coſt and 
Effuſion both of Golde and Blode that this Land hath 
© borne and ſuffred for that Land Sake; whereof the 
* ſhamefull Loſſe, the which God ever defend, ſhuld 
*not oonly be to the irreparable Hurt of the comin 
Profite, but alſoe a everlaſting Spite and perpetuall 
* Denigration in the Fame and Renoune of this noble 
Reame: In eſchewing whereof, and alſoe leſt his 
* dilence, in this Behalfe, might, in anywiſe, be leyed 
* hereaſter, 'my ſeid Lord of Somerſet, for his true Ac- 
* quitall, gave us in Commandement to open his Cre- 
g's Wi © dence, on this Behalfe, to the King's Highneſs, or to 
r. uch as it pleaſed his Grace to command to here us; 
ell U wherfore ſith by his Commandement ye have benyngly 
the * herd us, as we have in the Name of my ſeid Lord of 
fo Bi enerſet, in the moſt humble wiſe beſowght the King's 
pt Wil © Highneſs, and lowly prayed all the my Landes in this 
dhe | preſent 


of the laſt Trewes approcheth faſt ; for as your Wyf- - 
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© preſent Parliament aſſembled ; in likewiſe tenderly ve 
« deſire all your Wyſdomes that now repreſent all the 
« Comyns of this Land, that it like you to wey well al 
© the Conſiderations of this Credence in your prete Dir. 
© cretions, and to help to purveye ſuch Aide, Remedie, 
© and Brief Expedition as the Merites of the Mater te. 


- © quired.” 


The Englifþ Gen took ſome Alarm at this 


Meſſage, and being well provided with Money by the 


late Subſidies, a conſiderable Reinforcement was ſent 


over to the Duke Regent; but theſe had ill Luck, and 


there, be paid out of the Subſidy on Woolls ; which wat 


the Subſidies and Cuſtoms of the Staple of Calais was 


C 252 ] 


Holland, Brabant, and Zeland, under the Dominion oi 


were moſt of them cut off; after which the Duke of 
Somerſet gave up Caen to the French, and, in ſhort, all 
Normandy, thirty Years after it had been conquered by 


Henry V. 
A Motion was made in this Parliament, that the $ol- 
diers Wages at Calais, and the Charge of the Reparations 


granted”, This Motion produced an Act, which bure 
this Title, Becauſe in the Reign of King Edward Ill. 


© 68,0001. yearly, and now is not above 12, oool. there- 
fore no Licence granted, or to be granted, by the King, 
© ſhall be available for the Carriage of Woolls, Fells, 
© or Tin, to any Place out of the Realm but to Calar; 
© And whoſoever doth obtain, accept, and put in Exe- 
© cution any ſuch Licence, ſhall be out of the King) 
Protection. | 

Alſo it was enacted, That if Woollen Cloths, made 
in this Realm, ſhould be prohibited or not accepted in 


the Duke of Burgundy, then no Merchandize, growing 
or wrought within any of his Countries, ſhall come into 
England, on Pain of Forfeiture thereof o. 

Upon Contention between William Earl of Arund:! 
and Thomas Earl of Devon v, for Superiority of Place it 
Council and Parliament; it was enacted by the = 

a 


Twenty Shillings out of the Tax on every Pack of Wooll, and ® 
much out of that of 240 Wooll-fells, was allowed for that Purpoſe, I. 
Parl. 27 Henry VI. No. 17. 

© Statutes at large, cap. I, 2. 

v William Fitz- Alan, Earl of Arundele, Thomas Courteney, Earl of Deva. 
Dagdale's Baronage, Vol. I. p. 323. | 
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and Lords, with the Advice of the Judges, That the ſaid King Henry VI. 
Earl of Arundele and his Heirs, by reaſon of the Caſtle 

and Honour of Arundele, ſhall for ever enjoy the Prehe- 

minence in the Preſence of the King and elſewhere, 

above the ſaid Earl of Devon, as worlkipfully (fo ſaith 

the AR) as any of his Anceſtors, Earls of Arundele be- 

fore that Time, ever had. And yet it is obſervable, 

that, in all the ſucceeding Liſts of Peers ſummoned to 

Parliament, the Earl of Devon is always placed before 

the Earl of Arundele. 

But the moſt remarkable Thing done this Parliament, An Attempt of 
was by the Biſhops ; who now made a ſtrong Puſh to — — 
have the Act of Præmunire repealed. They had made of Præmunire 
conſiderable Intereſt in both Houſes to effect their De- proves ineffectu- 
ſion, but it was in vain, The greater Part of the Lords“ 
and Commons were ſo zealous for the Continuance of 
it, that they were conſtrained to endure that Eye- ſore; 
and, ſays an Author, it remains in Force to this Day 1. 

This Parliament fat to the 16th Day of Fuly, 1449, and 
then was diſſolved. 


We have hinted before that the Englih Affairs in 
France were in a very bad Situation at that Time. The „ 
Loſs of Normandy is aſcribed, by an Hiſtorain *, to three The 3 * 
Cauſes ; Firſt, The Treachery of the Natives there * 
who, tho" natural- born Subjects to the King of England, 
yet being French, in Language and Cuſtoms, they af- 
fected dubjection moſtly to the French King. Secondly, 
The Duke of Somerſet's Avarice, who kept not the [L 253 J 
F Carriſons full as he ought to have done, that he might 
7 pocket the Money allowed for Soldiers. And, laſtly, 
n The Divifions at home, in which the Great Ones en- 


Seed with ſo much Zeal, that they had no Regard to 
ine Affairs abroad. 


The Loſſes in France being known in England, it A Parliament 
een bred a general Diſcontent amongſt the People; and the called to meet at 
Kin WiWFault was totally laid on the Queen and her Miniſtry, T“. 

and The loudeſt Exclamations were raiſed againſt the Duke 
„ S felt, as the chief Inſtrument of all the Miſcon- 
7 ut; and it was reſolved, that he ſhould undergo a Na- 
onal Inquiry about it. The Queen, apprehenſive of - 


| | h the 
Daniel in Kennet, p. 400, = ib. p. 401. 


Linden. Day to the King. The Abridger here obſerves, that 


- 
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King Henry VI. the Danger her Favourite was in from ſuch a Pro. 

* © cedure, did all ſhe could to prevent it; Firn, by en. 

deavouring to hinder a Parliament from being called, 

and next, when ſhe could not avoid that, by having t 

ſummoned to meet at Leice/ier 3 where, in a Country. 

Town, the imagined, her numerous Attendance might 

over-awe the Members. But the Lords and Common, 

who knew they were ſaſe under the Protection of the 

They refuſe to City of London, poſitively refuſed to meet at all, unleß 

2333 they were appointed to come to Veſiminſter. So the 

rits of Summons were iſſued out, dated September 24, 

ne: IEA Parliament to meet, at the latter, on the bth Day 
called there ac- Of November following. 

cordingly, By the Records, we find that this Parliament under. 

3 _ 28. went ſeveral Prorogations ; for, on the firſt Day of the 

453 Seffion, John Archbiſhop of Canterbury declared to the 

Lords and Commons, that, for avoiding the infeQious 

Air of W:/tminfler *, the King had really proroguel 

the ſaid Parliament to London® ; and deſired the Com- 

But protogued to mons to chuſe their Speaker, and preſent him the next 


it ſeems the Fear of the Plague had cauſed the Arch- 
biſhop to forget his Oration ; and the Clerk of Parlis- 
ment to inroll him as Chancellor, Which ſhews, that 
ſomething or other put them in great Confuſion at 
this Time. 
On the third Day of the Seſſion the Commons pre- 
ſented Sir John Popham, Knt. as their Speaker; whole 
L 254 ] Excuſe for not ſerving the Office, we find, was accept 
WI IIa ede, and he was diſcharged. So, on the ſame Day, the 
Tzx5nax, Eſq; Commons preſented William Treſham, Eſq; for the lame 
— — — Purpoſe; who, without making any Excuſe, and with 


in the room of a 
Sir John Pep am the common Proteſtation, was allowed. 


The Parliament December 4. The Parliament was again adjourned 
adjourned back from London to M eſiminſter, to be there held by thc 
again to „. Chancellor, in the Preſence of the King, Lords, and 


infer ; Commons, the next Day. And, on the 17th Dos 
the 


a 0b Aeris Infeftionem in Villa Weſt & aliis Lecis Palatio ſus ibn 
adjacentibus. Rot. Parl. 28 Henry VI. No. 1. 

b In Domum Fratrum Predicatorum juxta Ludgate. idem. 

© Propter Debilitatem Corports ſui, Guerrarum F remi{tibus et di ve ſorm 
Tnfirmitatum Vexationem, nec non ſenii Gravitatem multipliciter depo 
Rot. Parl. 28 Henry VI. No. 6, 


F 
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the fame Month, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Chan- King Henry VI. 
rellor of England, in the King's Preſence, and on his 
Behalf, gave Thanks to the Three Eſtates for their 
daily Attendance, and prorogued the Parliament from 
that Day unto the 22d of Fanuary next, at Weſtminſter. 
This laſt Prorogation is accounted for, by reaſon of 
the Chri/lmas Holidays; we are further told, that on the 
ſaid 22d Day of Fanuary, when the Parliament met, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury was diſcharged from the Of- 
ice of Chancellor, and John Kempe, Cardinal and Arch- 
biſhop of York, was put in his Place; that they ſat at 
Maſtminſter to the thirtieth Day of March; and then 
the Chancellor, by the King's Command, prorogued 
and adjourned, which was then the ſame Thing, the, thence ts 
Parliament from the ſaid Day to the 29th of April next Leicefer, 
enſuing, at Leiceſter. WEED 
In all this Time there is not one Word more of Bu- 
finels done than is before mentioned. But, at this 
laſt Seſſion, an extraordinary Subſidy was granted; 
which was, That every Perſon having, by free Deed, a 
Copy, Grant of Annuity, or Office, the clear yearly on 1 421 
Value of 20s, in Frank Tenement, ſhould pay Sixpence, 
and ſo from 20 5s. to 20 l. From 20 J. to 200 J. yearly, 
124. in the Pound: From 200 J. and upwards 2 s. for 
every Pound, as well of the Clergy as the Laity. All 
Exemptions, Privileges, Immunities, Liberties, Fran- 
chiſes, Grants, &c. notwithſtanding. Guardians of 
Wards, Men having Fees, and all Corporations, to pay | 
accordingly. Several Sums alſo, out of the King's Re- | 
renues and Fee-Farms, to a great Value, were allowed 
to bear and pay the Charges of the King's Houſhold. 
But, before the laſt Prorogation to Leicefler, came 
on the Trial of the Duke of S, on ſeveral Articles 
of High Treaſon ; which, becauſe he ſaw that he could 
not avoid, he moved fot himſelf . For, according to [ 255 } 


the 

Hall writes, that the Duke of Sufolt was called in every Man's 
Mouth a Traitor and a Murdeter, a Robber of the King's Treafure, and 
worthy to be put to the moſt cruel Death ; for which Reaſon the Queen, 
lomewhat fearing his Deſtruction, but more her own Confuſion, cauſed 
the Parliament before begun at the Black Fryers in London, to be adjourned 
to Leiceſer; thinking there, by forcing the Laws, to ſubdue and repreſs 
all the Malice and Ill-will conceived againſt the Duke and her. But few 
lu the Nobility would appear there, ſo that the Parliament was again ad- 


" ured to London, Hal?'s Chron, Fol, clyiii, Helling ſpead, p. 631. J. 


Mere, d. 387. 
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Bing Hewy Vl. the Record, on the 22d Day of January the Dule 
a | Rood up in the Houſe of Lords, and required the King 
That he might be ſpecially accuſed, and be allows 
© to anſwer to what many Men reported of him, that he 
2 vas an unfaithful Subject.“ He further told the King 
That his Father and three of his Brethren died « 
* his Service, and that of his Father's and Grandfather, 
That he himſelf had ſerved in the Wars thirty-fou 
« Yeurs 3 and, being but a Knight, and taken Priſoner, 
© had paid for his Ranſom 20,0001. That he had been 
of the Order of the Garter thirty Years, and a Coun- 
© $ ſellor to the King fifteen Years, and had been ſever. 
©teen Years in the Wars, without returning hone, 
© And aſking God's Mercy as he had been true to the 

King and Realm, he required his Purgation.“ 


anuary 26. The Commons came before the Lords, 

d required that the Duke, on his Confeſſion that there 

was a heavy Rumour of Slander. and Infamy upon him, 

might be committed to ſafe Cuſtody ; but the Lords 

and Judges, upon Conſultation, thought there was no 

good Cauſe for it, unleſs ſome eſpecial Matter ws 
© objected againſt him.” 8 01 


anuery 28. The Speaker came again, and declared, 

That the Duke of Suffolk, as it was ſaid, had fold thi 

Realm to the French, who had prepared to come hither; 

and that the ſaid Duke, for his own Defence, had fur- 

The Duke of niſhed the Caſtle of Walſingford with all warlike Mu- 

ebe Toner, nition ® 3 whereupon at the Speaker's Requeſt, the ſai 
Duke was committed to the Tower of Londen. 


February 7. The Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
the Chancellor, and the Lords, ſent to the King a Bil 
\ 256 of Articles, by which they accuſed William de la Pot, 
- 2 Duke of Suffolk, late of Etuelm, in the County of Cu- 
'  fard, of ſundry Treaſons v, viz. _ N 
—_ 2gainſt * x. That the ſaid Duke, having the Wardſhip of Mar- 
a garet the Daughter and Heir of John late Duke of 7 
mer ſei, 


o Gunnes, Gunepowder and other Habiliements of Werr, Rot. at 
23 Henry VI. No. 17 ; which ſhews that this Combuſtible was knoun n 
thoſe Days. | 

p Fabian writes, that James Fiennes Lord Say, the Biſhop of Saliſouy, 
and Daniel Trevilian, Gentlemen, with others, were at the ſame Time . 


cuſed by the Commons. Fabian's Chron, An. 1450. J. Stowe, p · 3%» 
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thereby, for want of Iſſue of the King, to claim the 
WH Crown, and to procure the French King, by Means of 
certain French Lords there named, to depoſe the King. 

2. That he procured the Delivery of the Duke of 
| Orleans, and practiſed with him to cauſe the French to 
WH ;:cover the £ng14/5 Conqueſts in that Kingdom. 
b 3. Related to the Duke's Promiſe of Delivery of An- 
zn and Main, to requite the King of Sicily, the King's 
Enemy, without the Aſſent of the other Ambaſſadors. 

4. þ or diſcloſing the King's Counſel to the Earl of 
Dinas Baſtard of Orleans, and to others of the French 
Nation. | | | | 

5. For betraying to the French the Strength of the 
King's Piles, Ordnance, and Munition, beyond Sea. 

6. That the ſaid Duke, by diſcloſing the King's Se- 
crets, cauſed the Peace to be broken. oh 

7. That the ſaid Duke ſupported the King's Enemies, 
by ſtaying ſundry Arms which ſhould have paſſed againſt 
them, 1 | 

$. That the ſaid Duke had ſtrengthened the King's 
Enemies againſt him, by not compromizing in the laſt 
Peace — — of Arragon, your antient Ally, who is 


almoſt loſt; and the Duke of Brittany, who is wholly 
fo 1, | | | 

All which Articles the Commons require to be inroll- 
ed, and that Proſecution may be awarded thereon, 


March 9. This Day the Commans made a new Com- 
plaint againſt the Duke, in Effect following: 

Firſt, For procuring the King, in his 18th Year, to 
vive away the Inheritance and Lands of the Crown. 

For procuring many Liberties in Derogation of the 
Common Law, and Hinderance of Juftice. | 

For cauſing the King to give away the Caſtle of 
Mawlion de Sool, and other Territories in Gnienne. 

For that the Earl of Armanac, and other Nobles of 
Grienne, were drawn from their Obedience to the King, 
by the ſaid Duke's diſcovering of Secrets, to the utter 
Impoveriſhment of this Realm. | 

rl For 


| 1 Rapin remarks, that Hiſtorians ſay the Duke cleared himſelf from all 
ut this laſt Article, and has taken ſome Pains to explain it, See Rapin's 
Hiltory of England, Fol. Edit. p. 574+ 
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nerſet, he meant to marry his Son John to her; and King Henry VI. 


[ 257] 


bo. 
w_ * ou \ 
ks, „ 1 1 
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king Heary vl. | For procuring the King to beſtow the Keep ng of 
divers Towns and Offices in Nor mandy and Guienne on 


unworthy Perſons... { J 
For procuring the King to grant the Earldoms f y 
Evereux and Longuevile, and other Lordſhips in Ny. F 
mandy, to the Baſtard of Orleans and other French ' 
the King's chiefeſt Enemies, without the Aſſent of the L 
Council. Nit BIB | k 
For that the Duke procured the King, in his own K 

. Preſence, to promiſe the French Ambaſſador to attend T 
in Perſon at the Convention in France, to the King) 1 
Subverſion, if it had taken Effect. 1. 
For cauſing the Subſidies granted to be contraily Wi T 

loved. - . ö 4 F 

12 the King's Treaſure to be ſpent on the 4 
French Queen and other French People. 
For conſuming the Sum of 60,0007. left by the Lord an 
Sudeley, the late Treaſurer,  _ in 
For conveying out of the King's Treaſury the Obli- bre 
gations of the Finance for the Duke of Orleans. pe⸗ 
For procuring himſelf to be made Earl of Pembrals, in! 
and obtaining the Lordſhips of Haverford- M eſt, after ¶ Du 
the Death of Sir Rowland Lenthal. ſaid 
For ſtaying the Proceſs of Outlawry againſt Jillian WR «ti 
Talbois, of Lincoln, Eſq; upon ſeveral Appeals of Mur- WW © h 
de 2 ot ape : * * 
For procuring a Pardon to the ſaid William, for not pro 
appearing upon Suretyſhip of Peace. * fu 
For procuring Perſons of his Confederacy to be made th 
Sheriffs. | 1 
For procuring a Garriſon of Engliſhmen to fight again Wi © ho 
the Germans, the King's Allies, on the Part of the th 
French, the King's Enemies. _ * th 
L258 All which Articles the Commons required to be in- th 
rolled, and that the ſaid Duke might anſwer to them. Re 
On the gth of March the Duke of Suffolk was brought . the 
from the Tower, by the King's Writ, into the Parli- A 
ment-Chamber at I gſiminſter, before the King and cou 
Lords; to whom the Articles aforeſaid were rehearſed, Wh Beh. 
who defired a Copy of them; which was granted: And, V 
for the more ready Anſwer to them, he was committed a 
to the Cuſtody of certain Eſquires, in the Tower within E Bg 
'the King's Palace. in Ex 
; Marth 8 D. 
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Murch 13. The ſaid Duke appeared again before the King Hay VL, 


Lords, and on his Knees denied the Truth of the firſt 
eight Articles of Treaſon againſt him, and offered to 
prove them falſe in any Manner the King ſhould appoint. 
The firſt of them he denied as impoſſible; inferring, 
that ſome of the Lords knew he meant to have married 
his Son to the Earl of Farwict's Daughter, if ſhe had 
lived, To many of the reſt, he referred himſelf to the 
King's Letters Patent, and to ſome Acts of the Council. 
To the yielding up of Anjou and Main, he referred alſo 
to the Acts of the Council; which ſhew, that other 
Lords were privy thereto as well as himſelf; and ſaid, 
That the ſame was delivered up by the Biſhop of Chi- 
beter, then Keeper of the Privy Seal | 


March 17. The King ſent for all the Lords, Spiritual 
and Temporal, then in Town, into his inmoſt Chamber 
in his Palace at Vęſiminſter, when the ſaid Duke was 
brought again-before them, to whom the Chancellor re- 
peated the Anſwer he had made, and told him, that there- 
in he had not put himſelf upon his N and aſked the 
Duke which Way he would be tried? Who, kneeling, 
aid, * That he hoped he had anſwered all Things to 
© the full; and ſo, proteſting his Innocency, referred 
* himſelf entirely to the King's Mercy and Award.“ 

| Thereupon the Chancellor, by the King's Command, 


lc the King, in relation to the Articles of Treaſon con- 

' tained in the firſt Bill, would be doubtful ; that is, he 
t holdeth him neither declared nor charged. And as to 
he 


i the Articles of Miſpriſion, the King, not as Judge by 
* the Advice of the _ but as one to whoſe Order 
* the Duke had committed himſelf, doth baniſh him the 
Realm, and other his Dominions, for five Years, from 
«the firſt Day of May next enſuing *. 

Aiter which, Sentence being given, the Lord Viſ- 
count Beaumont, Lord High-Conſtable, ſtood up, on the 
Behalf of the Biſhops =? Lords, and required, That 
nd, Vor. Il, 8 | * it 
ted I The Hiſtory of Croyland, after giving the Duke of Suffolk a moſt ter- 
hin . W ſays, That he was condemned by Parliament to perpetual 

Salient, Statuto deinde Parliamento, ca ventes Regis Offenſionem, ipſum 
n Exilium condemnabant Perpetuum : Infidias tamen ei ponentes ad Tempus, 


ch b Diem Tranifretationis in Partes peregrinas peremptorium ofſignantess 
il. Croyland, Continuatio, f+ 525, Ed. Gale, 


\ 


pronounced this Sentence, the Duke ſtill kneeling: *That xe is ſentencod 


: . 7 be baniſhed 
lince the Duke did not put himſelf upon his Peerage, 4 ito th 


five Years, 


12591 
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— be inrolled, that the ſaid Judgment was by 
6 the ing's own Rule, and not by their Aﬀent; and 
© alſo required that neither they nor their Heirs ſhould, 


© by this Example, be bamed of their Peerage and Pri- 


© yileges.” 

Mr. 6 Collier here remarks, 12 Inrollment of 
this Proteſtation, it appears the Bi had an equal 
Right of being tried by their Peers wich the Lords Tem- 

: Why elſe, adds he, ſhould it be moved, in Be. 
half of the Biſhops, that this Caſe of the Duke of Sf 


felt might not be drawn into a Precedent, to the Diſad- 


vantage of their Peerage * ? | 

But the Speech which the Duke of Sxffolt made, be. 
fore the Chancellor pronounced Sentence againſt him, 
is too remarkable to be omitted. After the Chancellor 
had afked him, That ſince he refuſed the Judgment of 
his Peers, what he had further to ſay ? The Duke an- 
fwered, © That the Crimes alled inſt him were 
© too horrible to ſpeak to any more of them : That all 
© the Articles comprehended in the ſaid Bill, touching 
the King's Perſon and the Eftate of his Realm, he 
< truſted to God he had anfwered them ſufficiently ; for 
She had denied the Days, the Years, the Places, and 


© the Converſations had, which were never thought nor 
_ © wrought; ſaying, they were utterly falſe and untrue, 


© and in a Manner impoflible; for, he added, ſuch great 
© Things could not be done, nor brought about, by 
© himſelf alone, unleſs that other Perſons had done their 
Parts, and been privy thereto as well as he: That he 
4 his Soul up to perpetual Damnation, if ever be 
© knew any more of theſe Matters than the Child in the 
© Mother's Womb; and fo, not departing from his ſaid 
« Anſwers and Declarations, he fubmitted himſelf wholly 
© to the King's Rule and Governance, to do with hin 
© as he liſted,” | ; 
We have choſe to give the ing Account of this 
Parliamentary Inquiry into the Miſconduct of a Prime 
Miniſter, from the Records themfelves; our larger Ex- 
4% Hiſtorians are much more prolix in the Circun- 
ſtances of this Trial, but not altogether ſo conſiſtent 
with Truth. What we have to add about the Fate « 
this unfortunate Stateſman, is, that — 
| | ildne 


v» Cilbier's Eecl:faftical Hiſtory, Vol. I. . 672. 
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Mildneſs of his Sentence proceeded from the Queen's King Hen vl. 


eat Indulgence to him, who was in Hopes that his ſhort 
iſhment might laſt longer than the Malice of his Ene- 
mies againſt him; but, unhappily for both, the Duke was 
taken Priſoner at Sea by a private Engliſh Captain, who 


had way-laid him, had his Head ſtruck off on the Side gut in bis Paſ. 
of a Cock-boat, and fell openly a terrible Example of ſage is murdered 


Duke of Glouceſter, Yet this Miniſter, bad as he was, 
hath found ſome Advocates in Hiſtory; and one old 
Writer particularly remarks, © That the moſt vile Thing 
© in this Parliamentary Accuſation againſt him was, that 
they ſhould charge that as a Crime upon Suf/+ now, 
« which they themſelves had, in a former Parliament, 
© conſented unto and ratified ©. 

There was little other Buſineſs done at this Seſſion; 
and no Acts of any Conſequence were paſſed, except 
one only, called An A of Reſumption ; whereby Power 
was given to the King to take into his Hands all He- 


© reditaments, Offices, Liberties, and Grants whatſo- 
« ever, from the firſt Day of his Reign to the Making of 


© this Act, except certain peculiar Grants there men- 


* tioned,” This AQ is very long, and makes up, with 


Suffolt's Trial, all the reſt of the Proceedings of this Par- 
liament; but the Preamble to it is ſo extraordinary as 
we think merits a Place in theſe Inquiries, which we 

ſhall give in its own Words: | 
© Prayen the Comunes, in this your preſent Parlement 
* aſſembled, to conſidre, that where your Chanceller of 
your Reame of England, your Treſorer of England, 
* and many other Lordes of your Counſeill, by your 
* high Comaundement to your ſeid Comunes, at your 
Parlement holden laſt att eftminſter, ſhewed and de- 
* clared the State of this your Reame; which was, that 
© ye were endetted in 372, ooo l. which * and gre- 
* vouſe 3 and that your Livelode, in yereſy Value, was 
but 5000 J. And foraſmuch as this 5000 l. to your 
Thigh and notable Eſtate to be kept, and to pay your 
* ſeid Detts, woll not ſuffice, therefore that your high 
* Eſtate might be releved. And furthermore it was 
* declared, That your Expenſes neceſlarie to your 
* Houſehold, withouten all other ordinarie Charges, 
| S 2 come 

© Speed's Chronicle, p. 662. . 


Divine Vengeance, for the private Murder of the good®? * Captain, 
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King Henry VI. © come to 20,000 l. yerely; the which excedeth every 


Time, the Crown was never more neceſſitous, and yet 


For it appears by an Act of this very Year, that the 


and he, with his Friends, made all the Uſe they could 


© Yere, in Expenſes neceſſarie over your Livelode, 


_ © 19,0001. Alſo pleaſe it your Highneſle to conſidre, 


that the Comunes of your ſeid Reame bene as wel 
* willed, to their povre Power, to the relevyng of your 
© Highneſle, as ever were povre People to eny King of 
< your Progenitours, that ever reigned in your ſeid Reame 
© of England; but your ſeid Comunes bene ſo impove- 
© riſhed, what by taking of Vituill to your Houſehold, 
© and other my in your ſeid Reame, and noght paied 
© fore, and the Fifteenth: by your ſeid Comunes afore 
< this Time ſo often graunted, and by the Graunte of 
< Tonnage and 2 and by the Graunte of the 
« Subſidie uppon the Wolles, and other Grauntes to your 
© Highneſle, and for Lak of Execution of Juſtice, that your 
© povreComunes bene full nygh diſtroied ; and if it ſhuld 
< continue lenger in ſuch grete Charge, it cowde not in 
any wiſe be hadde or borne : Wherefore, &c.' * 

A learned Judge, in a Treatiſe of his concerning Im- 
poſitions on the Subject , takes Notice, that, at this 


no Impoſitions were laid without Conſent of Parliament: 


6 TY fd 


Chancellor and Treaſurer demanded Relief of the People 
for the King, both for the Payment of his Debts, and 
for his annual Maintenance. They urged that the King 
was then indebted 372, ooo /. which now would amount 
to above 1, 100, ooo l. and that his ordinary Expences 
were more than his Income by 19, oo J. yearly ; ſo that 
if ever there was a Cauſe to put a King to his Shifts, 
adds our Authority, it was then; and yet the Miniſtry 
did not venture to put in Practice this ſuppoſed Preroga- 
tive; inſtead of which the Senate intreated the King to 
make the Act of Reſumption aforeſaid of all Grants, 
excepting ſuch as were given on a valuable Conſideration. 

By the Duke of S be Death the Door was open d 
ſtill wider for the Duke of York's Claim to the Crown; 


of this favourable Conjunure, An Hiſtorian * tells us, 
that his Friends gave it out in all Companies, "ou 
*t 


d Rot. Parl. 28 Henry VI. No. 53. Stat. ibid. de Reſumptionibu. 

e The Rights of the Pep of England, concerning Infpoſitions. By Sir 

Henry Yelverton, Bart. 12mo, London, 1679. 
i Sam. Daniel by Kennet, p. 402. | | 
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© the Nation, being governed by a ſlothful King and an King Henry VI, 
«© ambitious Queen, who neither of them — „„ 
«© true Meaſures of Government, did daily decay in its is Schemes 
Reputation and Intereſt, of which the Loſs of France for obtaining the 
© was an invincible Demonſtration : That the Public Croun. 
Good ought to be more nearly looked into, and Men 
of ſuch Abilities raiſed to the Helm, as might both ad- 
© yance the Honour of the Engliſh, and be a Terror to 
«© their Enemies: That the Duke of York was a Perſon 
© every Way qualified for the greateſt Truſt, having gi- 
© ven a very great Proof of it in compoſing the Rebel- 
« lion in Ireland with ſo great Satisfaction to the People, 
© as well as Safety to the King: That, in Reality, that 
Duke had the beſt Title w the Crown, the Family of 
© Lancaſter being no better than Uſurpers ; and tho” in- 
© deed King Henry might be tolerable, if he was either 
© like his Father or his Grand-father, whoſe Virtue and 
Courage made their bad Titles overlook'd, yet ſince his 
«© ealy and gentle Nature rendered him incapable of go- 
t verning well, it was better for the People to ſet up a 
* Perſon, who, if he had no Right, was the fitteſt Man 
© in the Nation to wield a Sceptre ; but much more, being 
© the true Heir, than ſuffer others to uſurp the Power of [ 2611 
doing them and the King himſelf a Miſchief.” 
Theſe and ſuch-like Diſcourſes being well reliſhed by 
the Generality of the Nation, it was not long before 
the Reſolution of a Change was put to a greater Trial. 
The Story of the Rebellion under Fack Cade, who ſtiled 
himſelf Lord Mortimer, is too well known to need 
any Repetition here; our Hiſtorians ſuppoſe that this 
Fellow was ſpirited up, under Hand, by the Duke of 
York, to try the Bent of the Nation in regard to his 
Title; that Lord, or Sir Fohn Mortimer, having been 
Brother to the Earl of March, who was beheaded in the 
laſt Reign, and who was then the undoubted Heir of the 
Line of York, Our Purpoſe js only to ſhew how much 
the Parliament of England were concerned in this Quar- 
re]; and one being called the next Year, in the Midſt 
of Cade's Rebellion, we ſhall proceed in our Inquiries 
of what was tranſacted at it. | 
It has been our Cuſtom hitherto to give a Lift or two 
of the Peers, ſummoned to Parliament, in a long or a 
ſhort Reign, in order to inform the Reader under what 
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King Hen VI. Names and Titles they were then called, as well as the 
particular Number of them. We think proper to give 
the following Liſt of Peers, ſummoned to attend the 
next Parliament, ſince, in a ſmall Time aſter, they were 
interrupted by the Civil Wars, and moſt of theit Meet- 
ings then were to their own Deſtructions. 


In the 29th Year of Henry VI. 


Anno Regni 29. The King, &c. To Richard Duke of York, Cc. to meet 
age at Weſtminſter on the Feaſt of St. Leonard, Gr. 


At ihr. Witneſs the King at Weſtminſter, September the fifth, 


State of the Henry Duke of Exeter, ames Lord Au 


, 9 
— at obn Duke of Norfolk, alph Lord Cromwell, 
| umphrey Duke of Buck- William Lord Zouch, of 
ing bam, Harringtuorth, 
Edmund Duke of Somerſet, Jobn Lord Scroop, of Ma- 
Richard Earl of Warwick, , 
Henry Earl of Nortbhumber- William Lord Fitzhugh, 
land, Henry Lord Scroop, of 
Thomas Earl of Devonſhire, Bolton, 
William Earl of Arundele, Leonard Lord Welles, 
Ralph Earl of Weftmore- Fobn Lord Clinton, 
land, | illiam Lord Lovel, 
Richard F arl of Saliſbury, Edward Nevile, Lord Ber- 
ahn Earl of Oxford, gavenny, 
obn Earl of /Yaorcefler, Robert Lord Willoughby, 
ames Earl of Viliſpire, Thomas Lord _— 
obn Viſcount Beaumont, Henry Viſcount Bourcbier, 
ames Lord Berkeley, Edward Lord Brooke, of 
L 262 ] Edward Lord Gray, of Cabham, 
Groby, Jobn Lord Talbot, of Liſle, 


Edmund Lord Gray, of 


Thomas Lord Scales, 


Ruthin, Reginald Lord Gray, de 
Robert Lord Hungerford, ilton, 

ſenior, John Lord Stourton, 
Ralph Lord Grayſtoct, Richard Waiodvile, Lord 
Henry Percy, Lord Poin- Rivers, 

ings, | William Bourchier, Lord 


William Lord Bottreaus, 
Thomas Lord Dacres, of 
* Gilſland, 

Jobn Lord Beauchamp, 


Fitzwarren, 


William Lord Bonevile, 


Henry Bromfleet, Lord 
Peſcy, 


Thomai 
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Trmas Lord Roos, William Beauchamp, Lord King Henry vl. 
Robert Lord Hungerford, St. Amand, 
of Molins, Thomas Percy, Lord Egre- 
Ralph Lord Boteler, of mont, | 
Sudley, 7 — Sutton, Lord Dudley, 
omas Lord Gray, of illiam Hues, Lord Say 


Rugemont, and Sele 8. 


Theſe Great Men, with the Prelates, Clergy, and 
Commons, being aſſembled Nov. 6, 1451, before the 
King, fitting in his Chair of State, in the Painted-Cham- 
ber at Veſiminſter, n Kempe, Cardinal, Archbiſhop 
of York and Chancellor of England, by the King's Com- 
mand, in a-very ſhort Speech, declared, That this 
Parliament was called to provide for the Defence of 
© the Realm, the Safe-keeping of the Seas, and to make 
& Proviſion for an Army * the French; but parti- 

« cularly for ſuppreſſing of Inſurrections at home.” To C 263 1 
which End he deſired the Commons to chuſe and pre- s 
{ent their Speaker as uſual. 

On the 9th of November the Commons preſented Sir sir WII IIa 
Villiam Oldhall, Knight, to be their Speaker; who, Orynar T cho- 
N no Excuſe, was allowed, with the uſual Prote - ſen Speaker. 

tion. 

The firſt Thing we find that this Parliment went 
upon, was to deviſe ſeveral Orders and Regulations 
about altering the Manner of collecting and paying the 
Subſidy granted by the laſt Parliament; by which ſeveral 
new Orders were made, particularly, That no Members 
of Parliament were to be either Commiſſioners or Col- 
leftors ; that they ſhould examine upon Oath, and that 
they ſhould be allowed 45. per Diem for their Trouble; 
very conſiderable Wages in thoſe Days. | 

We meet with nothing more on the Record done in 
the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, tho' they ſat above 
a Month, except an Appeal to the King and Parliament 
from Iſabel, Relict of William Treſbam, Eſq; who was 
barbarouſly murdered, on the King's Highway, by one 
Simon Norwich, Eſq; and ſeveral others there named, 
whom the ſaid Simon had inſtigated thereto. Pp 

is 


b Befides theſe Dukes, Earls, and Barons, Writs were directed to about 
fourteen Knights, Ic. to attend the Service of the Houſe of Peers this 
Parliament, Dugdale's Summons to Parliament, p. 445+ 

® In Fee S. Leonardi, in Origine, 


280 


The Parliamentary His rox 


King Henry VI. This William Treſbam was, moſt probably, the ſame 


A Monopoly 


Gentleman who was Speaker of the Houſe of Commons 

the 25th of this Reign; and the Record tells us the 

Murder was committed as he was riding to meet the 

Duke of York, who had ſent to ſpeak with him. Whe. 

ther this Aﬀair was any Beginning of the enſuing Ciyil 

Wars, we ſhall not determine; but it looks ſomewhat 
_ like it. | 

On the 18th of December the Chancellor, in the Pre. 
ſence of the King and the Three Eſtates, prorogued this 
Parliament to the ſame Place, on the 20th of January 
following: And again, on the 29th of April, it was alſo 
prorogued to the 5th of May next enſuing l. 

The firſt Thing that we find now in this third Seſ- 
fion, is a Grant to the King of 20,000/. out of the 
Cuſtoms of London and Southampton, by hundred Pound 
Payments, to relieve his immediate Wants and Poverty, 
Beſides, in Conſideration of 8000/7. delivered to the King 
in Allom, by ſome Genoeſe Merchants there named, it 
was enacted, © That they ſhall be allowed to ſhip any 


granted, in order Staple Ware out of the South of England, untill they 
de rufe Money. © he anſwered the faid Sum.“ Alſo it was enacted, 


That certain Merchants of the South ſhall have all 
© the Allom aforeſaid, on advancing to the King in Hand 
* 8000/7. and that no Man be allowed to bring, buy, 
© or ſell any other Allom, for the Space of two Years, 
© on Pain of forfeiting the ſame.! This was 'a ſtrange 
Monopoly, and ſhewed the preſſing Occaſions of the 
King and State for Money at that Time. 


The Commons A very extraordinary Petition of the Commons was 
defire the Remo- preſented to the King, importing no leſs than the Re- 


val of moſt o 


King's Servants. 
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* moval of moſt or all of his Court from him: For it was 
defired that Edmund Duke of Somerſet, Alice Poole, late 
Wife of William Poole, late Duke of Suffolk, Willian 
Boothe, Biſhop of Cheſter *, Sir John Sutton, Knight, 
Baron of Dudley, William Daniel, late of London, Eq; 
John Trevilian and Edward Grimſlone, of London, Eſqts. 
Thomas Kempe, Clerk of your Council, Reginald, Abbot 


of St. Peter's in Glouceſter, Thomas Pulford, of Londen," 


Eg; 
i On Account of Chriſtmas and Exafter. 


* The Biſhoprick of Cheſler, as it now ſtands, was only erected by 

VIII. but the Biſhops of Litchfield and Coventry were antiently ſtilel 

Biſhops of Cheſter, This Man was one William Boothe, tranſlated the nel 
Year to the See of ork, Le Neve's Fafti Ecc. Ang. | 
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one of your Secretaries; Mr. John Somerſet, and Mr. 
John Newport, of the 1/le of Might, be baniſhed from 


the King's Preſence during their Lives, and not to 
come within twelve Miles of the Court, under ſevere 


Penalties. | 


The King's Anſwer to this Petition was, That, as to he 
himſelf, he was well contented that they ſhould go, unleſs Anſwer. 


they were Lords, and a few others whom he could not 
well ſpare from about his Perſon, and ſo to continue ab- 


ſent for one Year, to ſee if any Man could truly lay any 


Thing to their Charge, ſince they had alledged no particu- 
lar Crime againſt them. 
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Eſq; Fohn Hampton, William Myners, John Blakeney, King Henry VI. 
Jobn Penerike, John Gergoran, Stephen Slegg, Thomas 
Stacey, Thomas Hoo, Eſqrs. the Lord Haſtings, Sir Ed- 
mund Hungerford, Sir Thomas Stanley, Knights; Fenkin 
de Stanley, Eſq; Uſher of your Chamber ; Bartholomew 
Hawley, Ralph Bapthorp, Eſqrs. Sir Edmund Hamden, 
Sir Robert Wingfield, my» 3 Mr. Gervaſe Devalore, 


King's mild 


Whether this laſt Petition was made in order to quiet The Rebellion in 
the Clamours of the People of Kent, &c. who were Ent under ack 


then up in Arms under the Conduct of Fack Cade, we (de 


know not: But a very ſevere Act was paſſed this Seſſion 
againſt that Rebel; whereby, tho' he was then dead, 
he was attainted of Treaſon, all his Lands, Tenements, 
&c. given to the King, and his Blood corrupted'. 
There is very little elſe on Record to have been done 
in this Parliament, except at the End of it, where we 
meet with a Bill of Attainder exhibited by the Commons 
againſt the late Duke of Suffolk ; wherein, amongſt his 
other Treaſons, &c, they charge him, in theſe Words, 
to be © The Cauſe and Labourer'of the Arreſt, Impri- 
lonein, and final Deſtruction of the moſt noble, valiant, 
true Prynce, your right obeiſſant Uncle the Duke of 
Glucefer, whom God pardon, Cc.“ but the King ow 


gave the common civil Denial to this Bill, Le Roz Sag- | 


mera, * | 

Though our Records are ſomewhat ſilent as to the 
Complaints of the Commons under Cade, Hiftory is 
not ſo, but hath given us the Contents of two Bills, 
which, it is ſaid, theſe Rebels exhibited to the. Houſes, 


| then 
| Rot. Parl. 29 77:n. VI. No. 19. Statutes at large, 29 Hen. VI. cap. 1. 


Along Act of Reſumption was paſled this Parliament, to the ſame Purport 
5 in the laſt, 0 : g 


* 
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King Ney VI. then fitting at Meſiminſter, that they might have their 


The high De- 
mands of the 
Rebels. . 
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Concurrence with them in the Reformation they were 
bringing about in the Goverament. 

The firſt they called The Complaints of the Commun; 
of Kent, and the Cauſes of their aſſembling at Black- 
heath. In it they repreſented to the Parliament, 
© That it was reported that Kent ſhould be depopulated 
© and made a Foreſt, to revenge the Duke of Sell; 
© Death, tho the People of that Country were no way 
© puilty of it: That the King had given the Revenue 
* of the Crown to his Favourites, and reſolved to live 
© on Taxes raiſed on his Subjects, which would impo- 
© veriſh his People: That Lords of the Royal Blood 
© were excluded from his Government, and mean per- 
© ſons preferr'd, who would not adminiſter Juſtice with- 
© out Bribes and Gifts: That the Proviſions of the 
© King's Houſe were taken of the Subjects, and not paid 
© for, to the undoing of many: That the King's menial 
© Servants falſly accuſed many of High- Treaſon, in order 
© to get their Eſtates: That the King's Servants, by un- 


_ © juſt Claims of Feoffments, have deprived divers of the 


© Commons of their Eſtates and Rights: That certain 
© Traitors, who have loſt the King's Territories in France, 
£ ſhould be punifhed without Mercy: That the Sheriff 
£ and Under-Sheriffs of Counties, farming their Offices 
© and Bailiwics, are forced to extort unjuſt Fines from 
© the People to pay the Sums': That the Officers d 
© the Court of Dover, in Kent, vex and arreſt Men, in 
© all Parts of the Country, upon untrue Actions, and 
© require great Fees of them for their Deliverance: 
That the Freedom of Election for Knights of the Shire: 
© hath been taken from the People by the great Men, 
© who ſend Letters to their Tenants and Dependem 
© to chuſe ſuch Men as the People approve not cf: 
© That Collectors of the King's Taxes being made, for 
« Bribes, by the Knights of the Shire, uſe many Ex: 
« tortions to raiſe them: And, laſtly, that the Sefboni 
© being held in the fartheſt Part of the County, Ea. 
© ward, the People were forced to go five Days Journeſ 
© to them, to their great Trouble and Damage; bid 
© they defire might be ſettled in two Places more cone 


$ niently,” ü | The 


h Sam, Daniel by Kennet, p. 403 · 


of ENGLAND. 283 


The other Paper they ſtiled, The Requeſts of the King Henry VI. 
great Aſſembly in Kent; and, in this, they humbly pe- 
tioned, * That the King would aſſume to himſelf the 
« Demeſnes of the Crown, that he might live conform- 
« able to his Royal Dignity : That the Duke of Suffolt's 
« Kindred ſhould be puniſhed, according to the Laws 
© of the Realm; and the Lords of the Blood- Royal, viz. 
«the Dukes of York, Exeter, Buckingham, and Nor- 
e falk, be taken into Favour, and entruſted with the 
« Government; and that then he would be the happieſt 
© and richeſt Prince in Chriſtendom : That all Perſons 
; ly of the Duke of Glouce/ter's Death be puniſhed 
« as falſe Traitors to the King and Realm; and the ra- 
£ ther, becauſe, by their Means, the Duke of Exeter, 
the Cardinal of Wincheter, and the noble Prince the 
Duke of Warwick, with many other Lords and Gentle- 
© men, and all the King's Countries in France, have 
been loſt: Laſtly, That all Extortions uſed daily 
© among the common People, viz. Green-Wax, King's 
Bench, and King's Purveyors and Statutes of La- 
 bourers be ſo regulated by the King and his Council, 
that they may not be ſuch an intolerable Burden to 
the Commons of England.” 

Theſe Complaints of Grievances, &c. having been 
ſeen and peruſed, as well by the Lords and Commons 
in Parliament aſſembled, as by the King's Council, 
rere not only, ſays our Hiſtorian, condemned and diſ- 
Approved, but the Authors of them 'voted proud and 
Yreſumptuous Rebels, not to be gratified with fair Pro- 
ſes, but ſuppreſſed by Force of Arms. But another 
iſtorian ſays, more juſtly, as ſeems probable by the 
\bſtraQt from the Records, That it does not appear the 
omplaints of theſe People were rejected by Parliament, 
dnly that the Council condemned them, as they would 


; we done had they been. more reaſonable, conſidering 

Ex e Method of preferring them l. 

ſions Wi However, it was not long after that Fack Cade and They are fup- 
Eal- s Followers were put to Flight by the King's Army, Pied. 


nd their Leader lain, having had 2 Price ſet on his 
ead by Proclamation. : * 


This ſmall Commotion, in Compariſon to what fol- 
Ted, being ſettled, and the War with France entirely 


3 Helling ſhead's Chron, p. 634. * 
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Farther At- 
tempts of the 
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- Miniſtry, pointing out ſome Ways to redreſs them, by 


He raiſes an Ar- 
my. 


which, under the King's Command, were encamped on 


Accommodation 


between him and 40 


the King. 
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ended, (for all Aguitain, which had been in the Hand; 
of the Engliſb near 300 Years, being yielded up) there 
was then nothing left to contend for. The Duke of 
York, who was then in Ireland, hearing of the bad Suc- 
ceſs of his firſt Attempt, came over to conſult with his 
Friends in Englend what Gaine they were next to play, 
The chief Supporters of his Party were John Mowbrq, 
Duke of Norfolk; Richard Nevil, Earl of Saliſbury, with 
the Lord Richard Nevil his Son, who was afterwards 
the famous Earl of H/arwick, by the Marriage of the 
Lady Anne Beauchamp; Thomas Courtney, Earl of Devn; 
and Edward Brooke, Lord Cobham; all of them Petſons 
of great Authority, numerous Attendants, and daring 
Valour. Theſe Noblemen, with many others of leis 
Note, had divers Meetings about ſetting the great Ma- 
chine in Motion; and the old Topic of redreſſing Grie- 
vances in the Government was thought to be the moſt 
plauſible Way to begin the Quarrel. Accordingly a 
Letter of Remonſtrance was wrote by the Duke of Yirt 
to the King, ſhewing the Male- Adminiſtration of the 
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impriſoning and bringing to Trial the chief Offenders, [ 
particularly the Duke of Somerſet. The King returned be 
a mild Anſwer to this Letter; but that not ſatisfying one 
the Duke, he haſtened into Hales, raifed an Army, and Ded 
encamped with them on Burnt- Heath, near Dartford, for t 
within ten or twelve Miles of London. The Miniſtry * 


had alſo taken ſome Care of themſelves by raiſing Forces, 


Black- Heath, ſome few Miles diſtant from the other. 

Henry had no Mind to come to a Battle, being a 
ways ſparing of his Subjects“ Blood, and therefore fent 
Meſſengers to the Duke to know his Reaſons for coming 
thus armed againſt him, The Duke's Anſwer was to 
the ſame Purport as his Letter; the Biſhops and Lord 
who were ſent by the King, had a Commiſſion to grant 
y reaſonable Terms of Accommodation; they thete 
fore aſſured him, that the Duke of Somerſet ſhould imme. 
diately be clapp'd up in Priſon ; on which he inſtant 
difwilled his Army. Nay, he is ſaid to have taken 1 
Oath, ſome Time after, in St. Paul's Church, beſot 
the King and all his Nobles, never to take Arms agal 


ar diſturb King Henry in the Poſſeſſion of the G 
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In this Interval, when the Sore was thinly ſkinn'd King Henry VI, 
over, which was likely to break out more violently after- 
wards, a Parliament was called to meet at Reading, by : 
Writs dated at Veſiminſter the 20th Day of January, 3 nn. 
for an Appearance at the Place aforeſaid on the 6th Day TO 
of March following ; Richard Duke of York, and Edmund At Reading, 
Duke of Somerſet, being the firſt Perſons named on the 
Lift | 
At the Day appointed they all met in the great Cham- 
ber, or Refectory, within the Abbey of Reading; when [.269 ] 
William Biſhop of Lincoln, in the Abſence of ohn | 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Chancellor of England, very 
notably, according to our Authority, declared the Cauſe 
of the Parliament ; chiefly, for the good Government 
of the Realm, and ſafe Defence of the ſame ; to which 
End he bid the Commons chuſe their Speaker, and pre- 
ſent him as uſual : And the next Day, after the Recei- 
vers and Tiers of Petitions, according to antient Cuſ- — WES 
tom, were appointed, the Commons preſented to the leis W 
King Thomas Thorpe, Eſq; to be their Speaker ; who, 
with the common Proteſtation, was allowed. 
The firſt Thing they went upon in this Seffion, was 
the Supply; when the Commons granted to the King 
one whole Fifteenth and one Tenth; tho' with a larger * $9697 
Deduction from it than from any Grant before, of 6000/7. 
for the Relief of poor Towns, &c. Alſo 35. a Ton on 
all Wines imported, and 124. in the Pound's Worth of 
all other Merchandize ; except Tin, on which, was laid 
25, for every 20s. Value of that Commodity; to continue 
during the King's Life. A Subſidy on Wooll, &c. was 
alſo granted; for every Sack 43s. 44. the ſame Sum on 
my 240 Wooll-fells, and for every laſt of Hides 5 J. 
for Denizens : On Strangers, 5/. for the firſt, the ſame 


"> er Wooll-fells, and 51. 65. 84. for 100 of Hides ; to 
0, ontiaue alſo _ ife. Alien Merchants not born 
mithin the King's Dominions, and reſiding here, were 


axed at 40s. a Head per Ann. and if they ſtaid but fix 
Veeks, 203. Provided, that no Knights of Shires, 


or 
| William Alnegvick died Biſhop of Lincoln, Anno 1449; to whom ſuc- 
teded Marmaduke Lumley, who died in 1451, and was ſucceeded by Job 
bedworth, the ſame Year. Le Neve's Fafti Ecc. Ang. There muſt be 
ome Miſtake therefore, either in that Author or in the Record. In Dug- 


e's Summons to Parliament the Writ is directed J. Epiſcopo Lincoln, tor 
ts Meeting, p : 
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King Hewy VI. or other Members of Parliament, ſhall be Commiſlioner; 
or Collectors of theſe Subſidies, except they were then, 
or hereafter, Sheriffs. 

After this the Speaker came again before the King, and 
declared that the Commons had voted 20,000 Archers, 
for the 2 Service, for the Term of half a Yew, 
And, March 28, when theſe Money-Bills were paſſed, 
and Thanks for them given to the Lords by the King 

The Parliament himſelf, Jobn, Cardinal, Archbiſhop, and Chancellor, 

prorogued to by the King's Command, prorogued the Parliament from 

Weminfer. the Day and Town aforeſaid, to the 25th of April then 

Being met again, the King diſcharged the Commons 
of 7000 Archers, Part of the 20, ooo granted him liſt 

[ 270 ] Seffions; and a due Proportion was ſettled for every par- 
ticular County in the Realm, what they ſhould bear to- 
wards the Support of 13,000 Men for his Majeſty's der- 
vice. But, in Conſideration of a conſiderable Sum al 
Money, to be levied by the Commons, the King ws 
content to reſpite the raiſing the ſaid 13,000 Archer; 
unleſs, upon great Neceſſity, or being obliged to goin 
Perſon to the W ars, he be forced to take them. 

It was ordained that Edmund Duke of Somerſet, lat 
Captain of Calais, ſhall be paid 21,648 J. 105. out d 
the Cuſtom of the Staple W ares going out of the Port d 

Sandwich, for Fees and Wages due to him and othe 
chief Captains and Soldiers, whilſt he was Govern 
there. Alſo a particular Rate was made out of itt 
Grant of a Fifteenth, to certain Perſons in every Count 
in England, allotted to the repairing of Calais, and fv 
making a Riſe-bank there. Likewiſe an Allotment 
20s. out of the bobby for-every Sack of Wooll, ws 
allowed towards the W ages and Victualling of Soles 
in the Garriſon at Calais. 


Additional Sep. The Commons farther grant unto the King the Mc 
ply. - - ety of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, for which tx 
King thought proper to return them Thanks; and alt 
theſe Words, viz. ® Me thank you for your Grants, 
the which be you aſſured we will be a good and gra 
The Parliament Lord unto yon; the Lord-Chancellor, on the 2d Day' 


= 0 July, prorogued the Parliament again to Ra | 


o Rex, Ore ſuo proprio, prefatis Communibus, dixit, nos wobis istim“ 
gratiamar, et ne indubitetit quin wobis erimus generejut et benevols: U 


mis, Rot. Parl. 31 Hen, VI. N. 20. 
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the 5th Day of November S—_ and at Reading, King Henry VI. 
on the fame Day, we find that the Parliament was ad- 
journed from thence to the 11th of February next, at 
Weſtminſter. But, on that Day, Fobn Earl of Mor- anhin anala. 
aller, and Treaſurer of England, by the King's Let- 
ters Patent, made another ſhort Prorogation of three 
Days, to the 14th of the ſaid Month, at Fe/imin/ter. 
On which Day being again aſſembled to do Buſineſs, 
Richard Duke of York, by the King's Letters Patent, 00 
was appointed Preſident in the ſaid Parliament ?. of the Parlia- 
On the fame Day a very remarkable Cafe came be- ment. 
fore this Parliament. The Commons repreſented to the 
King and Lords, that Thomas Thorpe, their Speaker, [ 291 ] 
and William Rail, a Member of their Houſe, were both 
impriſoned; they therefore requeſted that the ſaid Mem- 
ders might be ſet at Liberty, according to the Privileges 
of their Houſe. | 
The next Day the Duke of Yori ſtood up in the 
Houſe of Lords, and acquainted their Lordſhips, 
© That he had received Damages in an Action of Treſ- | 
* paſs — the ſaid Thorpe, laſt Term, by a Verdict His Complaint 
in the King's Exchequer, for carrying away the Goods fg. Here. 
' of the ſaid Duke of York out of Durham-Houſe ; for à Treſpaſs. 
© the which he remained in Execution, and prayed that 
© he might continue there,” | 
The Advice of all the Judges being taken in this Mat- 
ter, they made Anſwer, * That it was not their Part to 
judge of the Parliament's Actions, who were Judges 
and Makers of the Laws themſelves ; only they ſaid 
* that there were divers Superſedeas of Privilege of Par- 
liament brought into Courts, but a general Superſedeas, 
* to ſuppreſs all Proceedings, there was not. For, if 
here ſhould, it would ſeem as if the High Court of 
Parliament, that miniſtered all Juſtice and Equity, 
f ſhould hinder the Proceſs of the Common Law, and 
* ſo put the Party complainant without Remedy, inaſ- 
much as Actions at Common Law are not determina- 
* ble in Parliament: But if any Member of Parliament 
* be arreſted for ſuch Caſes as are not for Treaſon, Fe- 
* lony, or Surety of the Peace, or for a Judgment had 


© before 

= The Inſtrument for it is in the Public 4s, and the Adjournment to 

minfler mentioned. Dated at Wefiminfter, Feb, 13. Anno Regni, 31. 
Rot, Parl. 32 Henry VI. No. 24. ä 

The Duke of York is call'd in the Patent, Chariſ/imus Conſanguineus after. 
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King Henry VI. © before Parliament, it was uſual for ſuch Perſon to be 


in his Read, 


[ 272 ] 


The Commons 7 borpe, Sir Thomas Charlton, Knight, for their Speaker; 
chuſe Sir Tno- to Whic 
As CHanLTON proved of him, and willed them to proceed effetually, Will © 


© by noMeans have Anſwer, or Token of Anſwer, from 


< quitted of fuch Arreſt, and ſet at Liberty to attend his 
« dervice in Parliament.” 

After which Anſwer the Lords came to this Refolu- 
tion, © That the ſaid Thomas Thorpe ſhould remain in 
Execution, notwithſtanding his Privilege as a Mem- 
ber, and being Speaker of the Houſe of Commons; 
and ſent a Committee of their own Houſe to the Com- 
mons, to require them, on the King's Behalf, to chuſe 
a new. Speaker. Accordingly another Committee of 
the Commons were ſent to the Lords to acquaint them 
that they had newly choſen, in the Place of Thomas 


h the Chancellor anſwered, that the King ap- 


About this Time King Henry fell dangerouſly ſck “ 
at Clarendon, and happy had it been for him if he hal WW” 
then ended his Days; his Sickneſs continued a long 
Time, but, at laſt, he was perfectly recovered of it. q 
The Joy at Court, on this Occaſion, was augmented 
by the Birth of a young Prince, Queen Margaret having 
been delivered of him this Year, who was chriſtened a 
2 the Name of Edward. The Tranſactions of this 
arliament take Notice of both theſe Particulars, as will 
appear by the Sequel. | 
A Committee of the Houſe of Lords was appointed 
to go to the King, lying ſick at Hindſor, to learn his 
Pleaſure touching two Articles; the firft, To know 
who ſhould be Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and who 
Chancellor of England, in the Place of Fohn Kempe, by 


. whoſe Death they lay in the King's Diſpoſal. The n, 


ſecond, To know whether certain Lords, there named, it: 
to be of the Privy Council, were agreeable to him, ot 
not. On the 25th of March the ſaid Committee reported WF. | 
to the whole Houſe, That they had been to wait up- 
on the King at Windſor, and after three ſeveral Intel. 
views with him, and earneſt Sollicitations, they could 


© him.” | 

After this ſtrange Inſenſibility of the King's was ſhewn : 7 
to the Lords in Parliament on March 27, they confi- beni 
tuted and appointed the Duke of York Protector and De- 


fender of the Realm, fo long as the ſame ſhall pleaſe the he don 
| King; n. x 
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King ; the ſaid Duke thereupon required the Anſwer King Henry VI. 


of the Lords to the Articles following : 

I. That it be enacted, That the faid Duke doth 
© take upon him the ſaid 
« pointment of the Lords, and not of his own Seekin 
gor Defire,? - 
Anſwer. The lite Articles ſhall be' made for this, as 
was made during the King's Minority. $, 


Office. ? 

Anſwer. It is agreed, by all lawful Means. 

III. To preſcribe the Power thereby given to the 
(aid Duke,” 1 | 

Anſwer. He ſhall be Chief of the Council, Protector 


fireign Invaſion and inward 
ty of Governance; and all thi 
vun P rince. 

IV. To appoint how much Money the ſaid Duke 
e ſhall take for the Exerciſe of the ſaid Office.? 

Anſwer. Precedents ſhall be ſearched, and the Duke 
cnferred withall about it, after which an A ſhall be 
made to ſettle it. owt ; * | 


April 3. The King's Letters Patent were read in the 
Houſe, appointing the ſaid Duke to be his Chief Coun- 
ſellor, Protector, and Defender of this Realm, during 
the King's Pleaſure ; or, unto ſuch Time as Edward 
he Prince ſhall come to Age of Diſcretion ® “: Which 
great Office the Duke, in full Parliament; took upon 
im to perform. Hence it appears, ſays a late Hiftori- 
in, that it was believed the King's Indiſpoſition would 
alt as long as he lived, and that it affected his Under- 
ding more than his Body. In the next Place, adds 
e by reſerving this Office for a Child of fix Months 
Id, who was to exerciſe it when at Age, the Parlia- 
dent ſhewed their Intention to preſerve entire the 
lights of the Houſe of Lancaſter, though the Duke of 
— was declared Protector. Other Letters Patent 


OL. II. F e 9 Were 
This Inſtrument is alſo in the Public As, and another immediately 
loving it, for conſtituting Edvard the young Prince, though then ſcarce 
en Months old, Protector, &c. when he ſhall arrive at Years of Diſcre- 
* They are both vf the ſame Date, viz. April 3, but the firſt is ſaid 

done by Authority of Parliament, which the other is not. Fed. Ang. 
m, Ps 346, 347. a 


ellion; but no Authori- 
's ſo it be no Prejudice to the 


II. That all the Lords will afiſt the Duke in his 


fice by the particular ap- 


and Defender, which implies a g onal Attendance againſs 
e 


L 2731 


ö 
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King Htnry vl. were read, which were made to Edward the young 
Prince, as in Anno 1 Henry VI. with the yearly Fee 
of 2000 Marks only, beſides Allowances for learn. 
ing to ride, and ſuch other Exerciſes; provided the ſame 

s prejudicial to any Grant made to Margaret 


The King ereates 
his Son Prince of 
Wales, Ce. 


A Dowry ſettled 
en the Queen, 


[£74 ] 


be no wa 
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Queen jy England. Again, 


The King, by his Letters Patent, createth his Son 


Edward Prince of Hales and Eatl of ＋ T to him 


and to his Heirs, Kings of Englaiid, with the Revenue 


thereunto belonging; which were confirmed by the 
Hands of all the Lords, and by the Commons in Par. 
liament. 

By the fame Authority the King granted to his 
Queen Margaret the Sum of 10c0/. yearly, for her 
Life, out of the Cuſtoms and Subſidy of Woolls in the 
Port of Southampton ; beſides ſundiy Manors and Here- 
ditaments in the Counties of Northampton, Southamy- 
ton, and Oxfordfhire, which were alſo confirmed to her 
by Parliament. "x 

The further miſcellaneous Proceedings of this Parliz- 
ment werez that Richard Earl of gel bur, John Earl 
of Shrewſbury, John Earl of Worceſter, James Eail d 
Wilthire, and the Lord Stourton, were appointed to 
keep: che Sea; to whom was allotted the three Year 
T * and Pdundage granted by the laſt Parliament 
And; April x5, it was agreed that, towards the Sup- 
of the Expence of the Lords aforeſaid, there ſhould 
a Loan made from certain Cities and Towns, ther 
named; of particular Sums, and they were to be at- 
ſwertd for the fame out of certain Cuſtams and Sub- 


; ſidies. - 


In this Parliament Thomas Courtney, Earl of Den, 
was accuſed of Treaſen, and atquitted of the ſame by 
his Peers, Zamphrey Duke of Buckingham being High 
Stewaftl for the Time being: But, becauſe the Dui 
of York judged the Honeſty of the ſaid Lord to be touch 
ed, the Paid Earl made a public Declaration of his L 
alty before the Houſe, and referred further Trial of i 
as x Knight ſhould do; on which the Lords wholly a6 
quitted him as a loyal Subject. 9 

The King, by his Letters Patent, publickly read in ti 
Parliament, acknowledged Edmund of Hadſham, in 


Faſper of Hatfield, the Sons of Queen * ' 
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Mother, to be his lawful Half-Brothers and Denizens. King Henry VI. 
The King alſo created the ſaid Edmund Earl of Rich- The King's 
mend, and that, in Parliament and elſewhere, he ſhould Half. Brothers 
have Preheminence above all Earls. The King like- — 
wiſe granted to the ſald Edmund, and to the Heirs TI 
Male of his Body, lawfully begotten, the whole Coun- 
ty, Honour, and Dominion of Richmond, with all the 
Hereditaments and Appurtenances, with Warranty by 
the accuſtomed Services. Likewiſe, by Aſſent of Par- 
lament, the King granted to the ſaid Earl of Richmond, 
in Tail-general, the Manor of Woreſdale, with the | 
Appurtenances, in the Counties of Lancaſter, — | 
land, and York, late belonging to John Duke of Bedford, | 
to hold only by Fealty, with certain Proviſions therein. J 

The King alſo, by other Letters Patent, created 
Jaſper of Hatfield Earl of Pembroke, with the Prehe- 
minence to ,take Place above all Earls next unto his 
elder Brother Edmund; and gave him likewiſe the 
whole County, Honour, and Dominion of Pembroke, as g 
above, In both which Creations and Grants are cer- | 
tain Proviſoes, or Exceptions; and both theſe Letters [ 275 J 
Patent were confirmed by Parliament. 

The Commons required the Lords to call to Mind 
the Hazard that the Town of Calais was then in, and 
ent. ¶ the Safe-keeping of the Sea, and that the Subſidies grant= | 

ed might be really employed to that Purpoſe. They ; 

ao defired the Lords to excuſe them from granting any | 
thert older Subſidies, for that they neither could nor durſt do 
It. Finally, they required that a grave and wiſe Council 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed to anſwer all Petitions, &c. which 
vas promiſed, 
It was ordained, That the Mayor, Conſtable, and 


"03-2 EE; 


ne Helo ſhip of the Merchants of the Staple at Calais, ſhall 
Hie. paid 10,000 Marks out of the Subſidy .of Woolls 
Duc Where, which Sum they lent towards the Payment of the 


boldiers' Wages in that Place. The ſaid Mayor and 
erchants made ſeveral Demands beſides, which are 
pecitied, to which they had Anſwers given them. 
Uchard Duke of York being appointed Captain, or Go- 
rnor, of Calais, and requiring Satisfaction in thirteen 


ny irticles, or Demands, concerning ready Payment, and 
mM, 1 ther proper Supplies for keeping the ſame, had reaſon- 
rant le Anſwers given to them. 1 5 

Mode T2 Sir 
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Kiag Henry VI, Sir William Oldball, Knight, who was Speaker in the 


([ 276 ] 


| Statute made on a private Affair. A Complaint ws 


laſt Parliament, was alſo attainted of Treaſon, for being 
concerned in Cade's Rebellion, and a Writ of Outlayry 
againſt him was confirmed by Parliament. 

Whereas Robert Poynings, of Southwark, Eſq; being 
Carver, Sword- bearer, and chief Actor with Fack Ca, 
had his Pardon, upon which he, with certain Sureties | 
by Recognizance, was bound in the Chancery for his | 
good Behaviour; fince which Time he had committed | 
many Riots, particularly in raiſing and going with 
Men armed in Kent, againſt the Law; therefore it vas 
ordained, That an Extent, upon the ſaid Recognizance, f 
ſhall go againſt the ſaid Poynings and his Sureties, and 
againſt him and their Lands and Goods. 

We ſhall conclude the Buſineſs of this Parliament 
with taking Notice of a Petition exhibited by the Com- 
mons in it to this Purport. That whereas divers and 
© ſundry Lords of Parliament, as well Spiritual as Tem- 
© poral, and commanded by the King's Writs to attend, 
© have nevertheleſs abſented themſelves from coming to 
© the Service thereof, that they be ſeverally fined to the 
< King's Uſe; for every Archbiſhop and Duke, 100/, 
< every Biſhop or Earl, 100 Marks ; every Abbot and 
every Baron, 40/. to be levied upon their Lands 
© Goods, &c. with an Exception for the Biſhops of d. 
© Aſaph, Bangor, and Landaff, who, on Account d 
© their Poverty, we ſuppoſe, were only to be fined each 
© 201. Sickneſs and Inability, well proved, was allo a 
© lowed an Excuſe, or Abſence beyond the Seas, or 


© Attendance on the King's Perſon in his preſent bad 


© State.” Which Act had the Royal Aſſent. 
The laſt we ſhall mention is a ſhort Account of! 


made by Henry Beaumont, Eſq; Son and Heir to Sir Han 


Beaumont, Knt. and Charles Nowel, Elq; againſt El 105 
ward Lancaſter, of Skipton in Craven, Eſq; for taking bi ; 
away Dame Joan Beaumont, late Wife to the ſaid Hen) * 


being lawfully married to the ſaid Charles, and for thi 
the ſaid Edward married the ſaid Dame againſt her Wil, 
and thereby raviſhed her; againſt which Edward, ai 
many others there named, Remedy is given by way 
Appeal. Theſe, and ſuch like Practices, produced i 


Statute, which, in the Acts of this Year, goes * 4 
lle, 
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Statute or Obligation. 


It has been ſaid, that the Wars with France being 
now ended, the Civil Diſſentions, between the two 
Houſes of York and Lancaſter, began in contending for 
the Crown; tho” hitherto Matters had been carried on 
both Sides with Moderation, the Houſe of York having 
yet not openly made their Claim to the Regality, neither 
in Parliament nor out; but only raiſed an Army, under 
Pretence of reforming Abuſes in the Government. The 
Title this Family had to the Crown, ſays an Hiſtorian®, 
© was very fair, according to the Law of the Land; Rich- 
© ard, the preſent Duke, being Great-Grandſon of Lio- 
© ne] Duke of Clarence, elder 1 to John of Gaunt, 
* Duke of Lancaſter, by whom the three laſt Henries de- 
nved their Right to the Crown. But Henry VI. tho' his 
Title was not fo fair and clear, yet not being the Uſur- 


po per himſelf, but ſucceeding upon the Uſurpation of his 
\ Father and Grandfather, two — great Princes, and 
| che being of known Goodneſs and Piety, had long kept 


Poſſeſſion of it: Therefore it required great Art, 
* Cunning, and Force, in the Duke of York, to wreſt 
the Diadem from him.“ 

Moſt of our Hiſtorians relate, that the Duke of Somer- 
tt was accuſed of Treaſon, in the laſt Parliament, ha- 
ing been arreſted ſome Time before, and ſent Priſoner 
o the Tower >, How far this laſt Circumſtance may 
e true, is uncertain ; but the former is apparently falſe, 
dy the Proceedings of that Parliament given before. It 
$ ſaid further, That the Queen, who was as intent 
to fave Somerſet as his Enemies to deſtroy him, had 
ſo contrived Matters, that nothing ſhould be done 
azainſt him; for the King being ſomewhat recovered 
rom his Illneſs, and come well to his Senſes, ſhe cauſed 
dim, tho' very weak, to be carried to the Houſes, and 
there to diſſolye the Parliament, ſo that — was 

eter- 


3, Of 
bad 


of 1 
t wb 
Hen 
t Le. 
taking 
Hem) 
or thit 
r Will, 
45 and 
way d 
juced! 
det thi 
Tide 


Daniel by Kennet, p. 410. 

Fabian writes, That the Duke of Somer ſet was arreſted of High Treaſon, 
. 1, 1451, when the Parliament was ſitting, and his Goods torn out 
dis Houſe in the Black- Friers, and embezzled. For, at this Time, adds 

the Lords“ Servarts and Attendants who came to Parliament were 


 breater Retinnes of Servants, far exceeding what the Lords in bis 
E dd. Fabian's Cbrenicle, Ann 14 31. FJ. Stew. 


numerous 3 the Temporal Lords keeping then more Hoſpitality, and 
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King Henry VI. © determined in the Matter.” It is not poſſible to ſup- 


The Duke of 


Tori raiſes an 


Army, and takes umberland and Stafford, Jobn Lord Clifford, with many 
the Kiog Priſo- others, Perſons of 


"I 99] 


poſe that the Abridger of the Parliamentary Records 


would have overlooked this laſt Circumſtance, nor the 
Records themſelves, which we have carefully examined 
on this Occaſion, been filent ; and therefore, ſince it 
is taken no Notice of, we may well ſuppoſe it as erro- 
neous as the former. Inſtead of that, Edmund Duke of 
Somerſet is the ſecond Perſon, on the Lift of the Peers, 
ſummoned to this Parliament; and he was ordered to be 
paid a very large Sum due to him for Fees, Wages, &. 
whilſt he was Governor of Calais, by Conſent of both 
Houſes ©. 

It is certain, however, that the Duke of York, finding 
he could not get Somerſet removed from the King's, or 
rather the Queen's, Protection, which probably he wa 
not ſorry for, raiſed another Army, and encamped with 
it near St. Alban's. The King and his Courtiers were 
as ready to oppoſe him, and a Battle was fought near 
that Town, May 23, 1455, in which the Duke wa 
victorious; and the Duke of Somerſet, the Eatls of North- 


ote, and about 800 common Meg, 
were ſlain; and, what rendered this Victory more com- 
plete, the King himſelf was taken Priſoner “. And this 
was the firſt B drawn between the two Houſes « 
York and Lanca/ler. 

The Duke of Vert, and the Lords his Confederates, 
carried the King with them to St. Alban's, and pad 
him all the Honour and Reverence due to his Dignity 
They beſought him, on their Knees, to forgive the Ac- 
tion of that Day, and accept them for his loyal Sub- 


jets. For now the Duke of Somerſet, the common Wil © 
Enemy of the Nation, and the Cauſe of this Commo- Rf 
tion, being dead, he, and all his Adherents, would ge- 1. 
I main, 
© J. Stewe has given us the Articles which, he ſays, the Duke of Int 7 
exhibited againſt the Dulce of Somerſet in Parliament; but they are 1 
trifling and inſignificant. Chron. p. 393. 2 
By two Inſtruments in the Public Act, we find that the Dukes d ing 
York and Somerſet were bound to each other in the Sum of 20,000 Mul, th 


to refer their Differences to the Arbitration of the Archbiſhop of Cart 
bury, and ſeven other Biſhops and Noblemen, there named, Fed. 4. B. 
Tom. xi. p. 362, 363. ; 
4 In an AQ of Attainder paſſed againſt the Duke of York, &c. Ann ; 
1 VI, The King himſelf is ſaid to be hurt, or wounded, 12% j 
ie 
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main, during their Lives, his faithful and obedient Sub- King Henry V4 


jects; and that he ſhould find that the Deſtruction of 


Semerſet was his own Preſervation. 

With ſuch artful Speeches they amuſed the poor 
King, who ſeemed well ſatisfied with their Actions. 
After which the confederate Lords ſpent their M hitſun- 
tide together at London; where it was reſolved to call a 
Parliament, to ſettle and compoſe Things for the ge- 
neral Good of the Nation. Writs were accordingly if- 
ſued out for ſummoning a Parliament, dated May 26, 
at Weſiminſter, to meet at the ſame Place on the gh 
Day of Fuly following. It is to be noted, that no Peers 
of either Side of the Gueftion were omitted in the Sum» 
mons ; this Liſt being conformable to the laſt, exc: 
in the Names of the Lords flain in the laſt Battle ?. 


The Records begin this Parliament in this Manner; Anno Regni 33. 


In the Preſence of the King, fitting in his Chair of 
© Eſtate in the Painted Chamber at Veſtminſter, and of 
© the Lords and Commons, Thomas * Archbiſhop of 
© Canterbury and Chancellor England, declared the 
© Cauſe of the Parliament, and. took for his Theme, 
„what is not given in the Record, but an Hiatus left 
* there inſtead of it, This is, indeed, valde deſtendus; 
© for a Speech from the Chancellor, at this critical Pe- 
od, muſt have been ſomewhat ſingular. There is 
* only entered, That the Chancellor willed the Com- 
mons to chuſe their Speaker, and the next Day to 
* preſent him to the King: And farther ſhewed to them, 
* that the King's Pleaſure was, That all Eſtates ſhould 
enjoy their Liberties,” | 

It was not till the next Day of the Seffion that the 
Chancellor cauſed certain Articles to be read before the 
Houſes, containing the Cauſe of the Summons, which 
were divided as follows : 

Fiſh To take Order for the Expences of the King's 
Houſhold. For the due Payment of the Garriſon at 
Calais, and the Marches there. To provide for keep- 
ing the Seas againſt any Invaſion of the French; par- 
ticularly to guard againſt the Scots, who had beſieged 
Brrwick, notwithſtanding the Truce, —To appoint 

p Dugdale's Summons to Parliament, Anno Reęni 33s _ 

j Thomas Bourchicr, Lo Neve F aſti Ec, Ang. 


1455. 
At W, eiminſicr, 


[ 279 ] 


296 The Parliamentary His roxy 


King Henry VI. how and what Time the 13,000 Archers, granted laſt 
Parliament, ſhould be employed. —To procure a perſect 


Accord and Unity amongſt the Lords. To reſtrain 
the carrying out of Gold and Silvet Coin. To pro- | 
vide for better keeping of the Seas. To take Pre- 


caution that the Peace may be kept in Wales, To | 
every one of which Articles a Committee of certain , 
Biſhops and Lords were, ſeverally, appointed. 

The Day after, the Commons preſented Sir Joly 

Sir Joux Wzx- enlocł to the King, as their Speaker; who, with the f 

Lock choſen 

Speaker, uſual Ceremony, was allowed. The ſame Day a long 
Conveyance, or Charter, made by the King, whereby 
he acquitteth Richard Duke of York, Richard Earl of Wil 4 
Warwick, and Richard Earl of Saliſbury, of any di. 7 
loyal PraQtices, and taketh them to be his good and $ 
faithful Subjects, was read and confirmed by Parlia- m 
ment. In which it is remarked, that Edmund late Duke 7 
of Somerſet, Thomas Thorpe, and William Feſeph, Eſqrs." a1 
by their falſe Dealings, had cauſed the King to think the 


contrary of theſe Lords, and raiſe a great Power againſt Wl 
the Duke and them. | ni 
Ten ſome Letters were read, wrote by the Duke WW = 
of York, and ſent to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Chan- ” 
cellor of Englend, dated from Roy/ton, in May laſt, con- WW «: 
cerning his coming with an armed Force to meet the 
King, in order to redreſs the Grievances he had com- 
plained of: One of theſe was alſo ſigned by the Earls A 
and Lords that accompanied him, and expreſſed their ver 
great Obeiſance and Submiſkon to his Majeſty. But Wt 
theſe Letters, it ſeems, were kept from the King's 
Knowledge, by the Duke of Somerſet and others, untill Wand 
ſuch Time as the ſaid Duke of York, &c. met with the mat 
King at St. Alban's, laſt May, in order to have ſpoke be 
with him; but that the Duke of Somerſet, and others, Wiſ'ic 
f a80 ] did reſiſt them with a great Number of armed Men, in Nina 


which Conflict the faid Duke of Somer/zt was ſlain. 
Laſtly, it was urged, That then the Duke of York and 
his Allies waited on his Majeſty very civilly, and made 
their humble Obeiſance to him after the Battle. 
Upon which the Duke of York, and all his Accom- 
plices, were acquitted of coming with him to ** {aid 
5 | on- 


r Thorpe was a Baron of the Exchequer, and Foſeph is called by Stowe, 
for what Reaſon we know not, the King's Collateral Companion. Str: 
Cbren. p. 400. 
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was confirmed by the King and the general Conſent of The Duke of 


both Houſes, and ordered to be inrolled, Fuly 23, in 
the 33d Year of his Reign. All the Biſhops and Lords 
were {worn to be true to the King, in open Parliament, 
and all their Names are, as uſual, entered upon the Re- 
cord, The ſame Order was taken for all other Lords 
that ſhould come to Parliament to take the like Oaths. 

The Oath that the Peers took at this Time was as 
follows : Taking the King by the Hand they ſingly ſaid, 


; 7 Do promitte unto your Highneſs, by the Feith and Trouth 
f that I. owe to God and to you, that I ſhall truly and 
„ feithfully kepe the Legeaunce that I owe unto you, my moſt 
a Soveraine Lord, and to put me in my Devoir to do all that 
- may be to the Welfare, Honoure, and Saufegarde of your 
0 moſt Noble Perſone and Roiall Eſtate and Preeminence 


and Prerogative; and I Hall at no Tyme will o conſent 
u That that might in eny wiſe be or ſotune [turn] to the 


f Hurt or Prejudice of your ſaid moſt Noble Perſone, Dig- 
nity, Corone, or Eflate. And, over that, I ſhall with all 

ce my Power reſiſi and withſtond all theim that wold in eny 

-% preſume to attempt the contrary, So God me help 

n- ond all his Seyntes, 

he 


n- This Oath was taken and ſubſcribed by the two 
ls Archbiſhops, two Dukes, (York and Buckingham) ele- 
cir Ven Biſhops, fix Earls, two Viſcounts, eighteen Abbots, 
ut wo Priors, and ſeventeen Barons. 

g's At the Requeſt of the Earls of Saliſbury, Shrewſbury, 
till nd Worceſter, and of the Lord Stourton, who were 
the {WH made Guardians of the Seas, by the laſt Parliament, 
oke bey were diſcharged from that Office: And, Fuly 31, 


, in WW iog's Preſence, prorogued the Parliament from the 
ain, me Day and Place to the 12th of November enſuing, 
and Wt /7e/iminfler ; after a general Pardon had been grant- 
140e by the King, and confirmed by their Authority, for 


1 Treaſons, Felonies, Contempts, Treſpaſſes, &c. 
his is a pretty long Prorogation ; and as to what 
% Cone in the Interval, Hiſtory being ſilent, we may 


micable Way. At the Time appointed the two 
Houſes 


York and his 
Confederates des 
red innocent. 


: A long P - 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, as Chancellor, in the 3 "I 


onclude that every Thing ſtill continued in a ſeeming 


— 


— 


— 


_ 
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King Hesry VI. Houſes met again; but here, it ſeems, the King wa 

abſent, for his Letters Patent were read the firſt D;y, 

conſtituting Richard Duke of York to preſide in this 

; Seſſion; which Commiſſion was read publickly, ff 
\ before the Lords, and next before the Commons. 


L281 November 13. A Member of the Houſe of Common, 
: whom the Record calls only by the ſingle Name of Bur. 
ley, with others, were appointed a Committee from that 
Body to go to the Lords, and require that the Duke 
of York and the Lords might move the King to appoint 
an able Protector and Defender of the Realm, ſince he 
would not himſelf attend the public Service, and tha 
the Commons might be made acquainted with his Per. 
ſon and Character. 5 
The next Day the ſaid Burley, and others of the 
Commons, came again before the Lords, and renews 
their Suit about the Protectorſhip, as they did the Di 
after. Upon this the Lords held a Conſultation on the i © 
Affair; when it was reſolved, That the Duke of i Wl 
was the moſt worthy for the Office ; and therefore ; 
Requeſt was made to the ſaid Duke by the whole Houſe, 
that he would take upon him the ſaid ProteQorſhip k 
according to the Precedents uſed before on the like Oc 
caſion: The Duke excuſed himſelf from accepting the 
Office, but deſired Reſpite to conſider of it. 
This Conſideration took up but a very little Time; 


_ PIETY = 


PR 9 
9 _ 


1 ry _— 


for, the next Day, Burley and the reſt coming as befor Wi ** 
. - , 40 

to the Lords, again repeated their Defire. To wia, 

T the Lord - Chancellor anſwered, That the King, with te 
— Bag Aſſent of the Lords, had requeſted the Duke of Yortt _ 
x be Protector and Defender of the Realm. The Duff 
accepted of it, and made the ſame Proteſtation and D 

mand as he did in the laſt Parliament, and had 1 7 

— 'F 

The Preamble to this Inftrument is in theſe Words: 3 on 

Henricus, Cc. Sciatis quod cum nos, undecimo Die Novembris 1 Deſe 

preterito, de Aſſenſu Confalii noſtri, pro eo uod nos Parliaments "Wt. { 

guod nono Die Julii ultimo præterito apud Palatium nofirum W eſtmonaf0 nn um 

renuimus, et triceſſimo primo Julii tunc proximo ſeguente uſq; ad duodecn D. 

Diem Novembris ultimo præteritum ad Palatium noſtrum pradifur f 

gavimus et adiornavimus, ob certas juſſas et rationabiles Cauſas in Pe A 


noftra intereſſe non poſſumus ; HAY 
De Og et Induſtria cariſſimi — noſtri Ricardi D 
Eborum, Cc. Rot. Parl. 34 Henry VI. NS. 30. 
Dated November 12, Anno Regni 34. Fad, Ang. Tom, XI. p. 1% 


{ame Anſwer. 


tent, confirmed to his 
Wales, and his Heirs, 


t The Preamble to this Commiſſion is fill more 


former, 


Rex, Sc, Cum Communitas R 
refiro exiflens nobis ſæbius bumill: 


Jwoam 
v 


aleant 
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And after the ſaid Duke had had ſome King Henry VI, 
Conference with a Committee of the Peers, appointed 
for that Purpoſe, it was agreed, That he ſhould have 
yearly, towards his Charges, 4000 Marks. Only he 
defired that it might be recorded, he ſought not this 
Honour himſelf, but had it laid upon him by them“. 
But this great Power, we ſuppoſe, was thought too 
dangerous to remain long in the Duke's Poſſeſſion; for 
2 (mall Time after, before this Parliament broke up, the 
King came in Perſon to the Houſe ; and, as well by his 
Letters Patent, in the Nature of a Writ, directed to 
Richard Duke of York, as by the whole Conſent of the 
ſaid Parliament, revoked and repealed the Power of 
protector and Defender, and Chief Counſellor, before 
committed to the ſaid Duke *. And, at the fame Time, 
the King committed the whole Eſtate, Affairs, and Go» 
vernance of the Realm, to the Lords of his Council. 
Only, for Matters concerning his Perſon, they were 
not to proceed without making him privy to it. 

In this Parliament the King, by ſeveral Letters Pa- 
oung Son, Edward Prince of 
ings of England, his Creation 
of the Principality and Earldom of Cheſter, with all the 


remarkable than the 


nofiri Angliæ in præſenti Parliaments 
ſupplecaverit & inflanter perſuaſerit, 
6 reprimendas Inſolentias, Rebelliones, Murdra, & Riotas, que indies di- 
verſus ejuſdem Regni Partibus attemptantur & committuntur, & ob bonum 
publicum Tuitionemgue ejuſdem Reꝑni ac Pacis neſtræ, nec non Tra 
dubditorum noſtror um Con ſervationem, inclinare & conſentire 
jam aliquam potentem & idoncum Protectorem & Defenſorem Regni noſtri 
brædicli conflituere & ordinare, cujus Sapientia & Induftria, Potentia & 
ne, Regni Negotia melius, tutius & felicius dirigi & expedire 


Not, Petitionem Communitatis prædictæ contemplantes, Tnfirmitateque, 
qua altiſſimo Salyatori noſtro Perſonam noſtram viſitare placuit, Impedi- 
mentum preſtante quo minus ad actualem Executionem Protectionis & 
Deſenſionis Regni noſtri prædicti & Ecclefiz Anglicanæ intendere poſſimus, 
& {i plurimis vexaremur Negotiis, celerique Sanitati recupetandæ Obſtacu- 
lum foret, conſide rata. 

De Circumſpectione & Iaduſtria cariſſimi Conſanguinei naſtri Ricardi 
Duis Eborum, Sc. 
A Clanſe is added, That this Grant ſhall be void, as ſoon as Edward 
Il arrive at Years of Diſcretion, Dated at Neſminſter, Nov. 19. 
ity of Patliament. Fad. Ang. Tom. XI. p. 369, 370. 
ed February 25 under it, 


em & Confilium in Parliamento. Ibid. p. 373. Ret, Park 


his Son tha 
By Author 


This Inſtrumert is dat 
Per if 


14 Hen, VI, N 
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King Heery VI. particular Dominions and Hereditaments belonging to 


[ 283 ] 


the ſaid Honours. And, as it is recited, becauſe the 
ſaid Prince, the King's firſt- born Son, on the Day of his 
Birth, is, and ought to be, Duke of Cornwall, the King 
deliver'd up the ſame to him, and all other Hereditament 
belonging to that Dukedom. Alſo it was ordained, 
That the ſaid Prince ſhall be at Diet, and live in the 
King's Court, unto the Age of fourteen Years; for the 
which Diet the King ſhall yearly take all the Revenues 
and Profits of the ſaid Principality, Earldom, and Duchy 
of the ſaid Prince, untill the ſaid Prince come to the Age 
of fourteen Years; allowing yearly, towards his Ward- 
robe and Servants' Wages, 10, ooo J. unto the Age of 
eight Years, and from that to fourteen Years 20,009 
Marks yearly ; with ſeveral other Proviſions there ex- 
preſſed, which were all confirmed by Parliament 7. 

At the Requeſt of the Mayor and Company of the 
Staple at Calais, Sir Fobn Cheyney, Knt. Victualler of 
that Town, who, by the Appointment of the Council, 
had delivered to the ſaid Mayor and Company certain 
of their Obligations, to the Sum of 2000 Marks, which 
they lent the ſaid Sir John by Conſent of Parliament, 
was acquitted of the ſame. | 

The King, for 20,0001. borrowed of the Merchants 
of the Staple, by the Aſſent of Parliament, granted to 
them the Repayment of the ſame out of the Cuſtoms 
and Paſſage-Dues in the Ports of Sandwich and South- 
ampton. : | 

A particular Allotment of 3934 /. 195. 43d. out of 
divers of the King's Revenues, Cuſtoms, and Fee- 
Farms, is allowed yearly towards the Charges of the 
King's Houſhold. | 

A general Act of Reſumption of all Lands, Offices, 
Fees, &c. from the firſt Day of this King's Reign, was 
paſſed, with a great Multitude of Proviſions made by 
the King therein, by which one might ſuppoſe that the 
whole Act itſelf was evaded. as 

ter 


y Notwithſtanding theſe Royal Donations, Hiſtorians ſtick not to fay, 
that he was not ſo much as the Queen's Son, but changed in the Cradle, 
Fabian's Chron. Anno 1453. : 

Holling ſhedd writes, That it was the Opinion of the common Peopit 
{perchance untruly, ſays he) that the King was not able to get 4 Chia. 
Chron, p. 641. 
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After all this Buſineſs was tranſacted, Thomas Arch- King Henry VL, 


diſhop of Canterbury, and Chancellor of England, by 
the Appointment of the Duke of York, the King's 
Commiſſioner, in the Preſence of the Lords and Com- 
mons, prorogued the Parliament from that Day, De- 
cmber 14, to the 14th of January next enſuing, at Z/e/2- 
minſter. | 

2 though we hear no more of a Meeting of this 
Parliament, yet it is neceſlary to learn what Hiſtorians 
have collected relating to the Proceedings of it, that 
the Reader, by comparing them with the foregoing Ac- 
count from the Records, may better come at the Source 
of the Miſchiefs which ſoon after involved all England 
in Blood and Ruin. | 

lt is ſaid that this Parliament met on the Day appoint- 
ed, July 9, in order, indeed, to ſettle Things according 
to the Will of the conquering Lords, but under a Pre- 


tence of doing all for the Public Good . Some few 


Acts were made, more for the Colour of Juſtice than 
the common Safety. One was, That Servants of Per- 
ſons lately deceaſed, who have embezzled their Ma- 
ters Goods before the Executors can enter upon them, 
{if they are found guilty, ſhall be attainted of Felony. 
© That whereas the Officers of the Exchequer were 
* guilty of great Extortion in exacting Fees of the 
People, it was ſtinted what Fees ſhould be taken by 
* them in the ſeveral Cauſes there tried and adjudged. 
That there ſhould be but ſix common Attorneys in 
* the County of Norfolk, fix in Suffolk, and two in 
* Norwich; becauſe it was found by Experience that the 
Multitude of Attorneys in thoſe Counties ſtirred up 
* and procured many Suits at Law for ſmall Treſpaſſes, 
little Offences, and ſmall Debts . Theſe Acts were 
paſſed and publiſhed, to let People ſee what a Reforma- 
tion they might expect, if the popular Lords had the 
Rule. But, adds our Authority, they ſerved only as a 
curious Prologue to what followed, and was chiefly in- 
tended, viz. tne following Votes and Reſolutions : 


Firft, That the Government, as it was managed by Reſolutions 
me Queen, Duke of Somerſet, and their Friends, had againſt the 
deen of late a great Injuſtice and Oppreſſion to the Queen, Ge. 


people 
* dam, Daniel by Kennet, p. 412, | That 
dee Statures at large, Anno 33 Henry VI. chap, i, iii. vii. 
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© Prince, had been abuſed by thoſe who counſelled and 
© adviſed him, to his great Diſhonour. 

That the Duke of Gloucefter, whoſe Memory bad 
© been ſtained with a Charge of Treaſon and Rebellion 
© ſince his Death, was a true and faithful Subject both 
© to the King and Realm. 

That all Manner of Alienations and Gifts of the 
© Revenues and Lands of the Crown, whether made by 
the King himſelf or Parliament, from the firſt Year of 
© his Reign, ſhould be revoked, and the ſaid Lands and 
© Revenues reſumed and taken into the King's Hands“. 

That no Perſon or Perſons ſhould judge or report 
© that the Duke of York, with the Earls of Saliſbury 
and Warwick, were guilty of Rebellion or Treaſon, 
< in coming — the King, in a warlike Manner, to 
© St. Alban's, fince the Action was neceſſaty, and taken 
© in Hand to free the King from Captivity, and bring 
© Peace and Safety to the Nation; but all the Blame was 
© to be laid on the Duke of Somerſet, Lord Chief Baron 
* Thorpe, and William Joſepb, Eſq; who, out of a ma- 
© licious and evil Deſign, « = a Letter ſent by the Lords 
from the King's Knowledge; which, if it had been 
© delivered to the King's Majeſty, would have taken 
away the Cauſe of theſe Diſorders ©, 

By theſe Votes and Acts, adds our Authority, they 
made Way for the Reſolution, which was the main Drilt 
of all; by which it was appointed that the Duke of Yort 
ſhould be Protector of the Realm; the Earl of Saliſbun, 
Lord-Chancellor ; and the Earl of Varwict, Governor 
of Calais and the Tetritories thereunto N 80 
that all Authority, Civil and Military, was in a Manner 
put into the Hands of the Confederate Lords, who made 
a Kind of a Triumvirate, and Henry had only his * 


b Holling ſbead, p. 644. 

c The Purpott of the Letter was this: “ That, as faithful and utile 
Subjects, they required only that it would pleaſe the King, whoſe Honour, 
Health, Surety, and Preſervation they chiefly wiſhed, not to give Credit ts 
their Adverſaries* malicious Suggeſtions. till their coming to his Preſence; 
unto which they humbly beſought him that they might be admitted as bu 
faithful Liege People, to ſhew the Intent and Purpoſe of their coming; 
which was to no other End than to declare their Fidelity and Allegiant 
towards his moſt Royal Perſon ; intending to put themſelves, with muct 
Diligence and Labour, to procure him as much Honour, Health, ack 
Safeguard as any Subject living. Halls Chron. p. 644. 

This Letter is at Length in Rot. Patl. 37 Henry VI, No, 20. 
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viſhment the Lords were very careful to adminiſter 
juſtice impartially, to avoid Delays of Suits, and to pu- 
niſn Bribery, in order to ingratiate themſelves with the 
people. 

An old Hiſtorian remarks, That they had no Mind 
to deſtroy the King, left they ſhould ſuddenly provoke 
the Fury of the common People againſt themz amongſt 
which ſimple Sort, adds he, for his Holineſs of Life and 
abundant Clemency, he was much favoured and efteem- 
N 
Thus far our Hiſtorians ; whoſe Account, if com- 
pared with the Records, is ſomewhat contradictory, tho” 
the main Syſtem of this Demi-Revolution ſeems to be 
ſet in a true Light. But this exalted Power, fo ſnatch'd 


withſtanding the Loſs of the Duke of Somerſet and others 
in the Battle at St. Alban s, ſhe had then ſeveral very 
eminent Lords in her Intereſt; and, being a Lady of a 
maſculine Spirit, ſhe was not afraid to undertake any 
Thing to keep up the Dignity of her Huſband's Crown. 
It is probable that ſhe cauſed the King to revoke the 
Grant of the Protectorſhip to the Duke of York, in the 
aſt Seſſion of Parliament, before it was 9 as 
85 


* it is particularly mentioned in the Records, though all 
or Hiſtorians are ſilent about that, and only fay that 
„de Duke and Earl of Saliſbury were diſplaced from 
" their great Offices, by an expreſs Order under the 
nor WY Great Seal, ſome Time after the Parliament broke up. 
90 It is not in the Compals of theſe Inquiries to trace the 


* Beginning, or Progreſs, of theſe inteſtine Troubles, any 
ae burther than the Parliament of England was concerned 
ae n them, ſome neceſſary Connections being allowed. 
de Queen and her Party being again reſtored to the 

Government, kept their Ground for ſome Time; tho? 
nde the diſcontented Lords watched all Opportunities to diſ- 
— lodge them. Some Tumults and Skirmiſhes 1 
ene; betwirt the two Parties, and another general Battle 


s dreaded; to prevent which, the pious King and 
baue 4Hall's Chron, Fol. clxix. | i 


i ind e It was done by AR of General Council, callei for that Purpoſe te 
y Greenwich, Holling ſpead, p. 646. | 


35 it was, continued on its Baſis but for a ſmall Time, 
for the Queen ſoon found Means to overturn it. Not- 
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of King, without any other Power. Under this Eſta- King Henry VI 
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King Hexry VI. his Biſhops interfered, and Terms of Accommodation 
were offered to reconcile them. A grand Meeting of 
An Agreement the Heads of both Parties appeared at London, with 
—— — numerous Retinues of armed Followers f ; and there, 
Queen's Party Sword-in-Hand, as it were, a ſeeming Reconcilation 
rate Lords; was effected, the Terms of which are contained in eight 
Articles. Which Award, or Agreement, was ſcaled Wl 
with the Great Seal, in the King's Palace at WV:/tmin. 
22 March 24, 1458. and the thirty- ſixth of his 
eign 8. 
And, on the Day of Publication, a ſolemn Proceſſion 
was made to St. Paul's Church; the King in his Royal 
Robes, and the Duke of York leading the — before 
whom marched the young Duke of Somerſet and the Earl 
of Saliſbury, the Nuke of Exeter and the Earl of Mar- 
wick, with the reſt of the Lords, thus coupled, attend- 
ing“. 
fairs continued in a peaceable Manner, after this, 
but a very ſhort Time; for the ſame Year, a Fray hap- 
pening near the King's Palace at Weſtminſter, between 
a Servant of the King's and ſome of the Earl of Mar- 
wick's, the Quarrel run ſo high, that, many joining on 
each Side, the Earl himſelf had like to have been ſlain, 
who came to .appeaſe it. The Earl taking this as a 
Deſign of the Queen's to murder him, and fearing work: 
might happen, he haſtened down to York, where, mect- 
ing the Duke and his Father, they ſoon concerted Mex Wh), 
ſures together to begin a new Commotion. * 
But the Ouarrel. The Civil War was again entered into with great . 
won renewed. Briſkneſs on both Sides; but Fortune did not favour the ] 
Duke of York and his Party in. this ſecond Attempt ; for 
when the two Armies were come ſo near that a Battle Wi 
[ 2388 ] was expected, the King's Proclamation of a genen I h. 
Pardon, for paſt Offences, cauſed moſt of the Puke! th 
Followers to throw down their Arms, and accept it; t, 
and their Leaders were forced to fly into different Coun- WF... 


tries for Protection. . TH 
| Hen 

f Fabian has left us an Account how and where the Lords of botl F | 
Parties were lodged in the City and Suburbs. That ſome had 600 armel U 
Men, ſome goo, and none leſs than 400, in their Retinues. So that the fafte 
Mayor was obliged to keep a ſtrong and diligent Watch, Night and Day V. 
to prevent Tumults. Chron. Anno 1458. , | 
b See the Form of this Award in Helling ſbead, p. 647, and the oll H, [ 
Engliſh Chronicles, ſub hoc Anno. ; | ** 
h Holling ſbead, p. 648. 4 
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Henry having thus got a Victory, without Bloodſhed, King Henry VI. 

tame to Coventry; where he had ſummoned a Parlia- e Kin — 
ment to meet on the 20th of November, by Writs dated a Victory. 
at Leominſter, or Lempſter, the 9th of October foregoing. 
It appears by the Liſt of the Lords called to this Parlia- 
ment, that it was wholly made up of thoſe who were 
ſtaunch Friends to the Huuſe of Lancaſter ; though the 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. were ſummoned as uſual *. 

On the Day of their Meeting, the King fitting in his | 
Chair of — in the Chapter-Houſe vr ER the 1 8. 
Priory of our Lady at Coventry, the Lords and Com- . Cee. 
mons being alſo preſent, William Biſhop of Wincheſter ®, 8 
then Chancellor of England, made a notable Declara- 
ton, ſays our Authority, why this Parliament was called. 

But here is another Hiatus left by the Clerk, and no 
more of the Chancellor's Speech is given in the Record 
than his Theme or Text; which was, Gratia vobis & 
Pax multiplicetur ; à very proper Portion of Scripture at 
that Time. However, we are told that the Chancellor 
defired the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, and pre- | 
ſent him the next Day to the King. Accordingly the ng A 
Commons preſented Thomas Treſbam, Eſq; whoſe Ex- ſen — 
ule being rejected, with the common Proteſtation, he 

as allowed. ä 

The firſt Thing this Parliament went upon, was to 


ring in, and paſs, a Bill of Attainder againſt Richard 


Puke of York, and others, his Accomplices. The In- 3 


| : York, Ec. ate 
Hument is very long, and contains, amongſt other tainted, 


latters, the following Charges : 

Firſt, A Commemoration of the King's great Care rh. Aricles 
in bringing the ſaid Duke up from a Child; and the againſt him. 
many Kindneſſes and Honours he had beſtowed upon 

him and his two Sons. Next, The Confederacy of 

the faid Duke with Fack Cade, to get himſelf advanced 

to the Crown: The Duke's corping out of Ireland 

with Forces, even into the King's Court and Preſence : 

His Practices to be Protector: His Intent te have rais'd 

an Army againſt the King at Dartford, in Kent : The [ 289 
Duke's Submiſſion and Oath to the King in Paul's, 


after the ſame: The Duke's Oath at large : His Con- 
Vor. II. U « federacy 


2 N, 1 1 . l 

5 0 ugdale s Summons to Parliament, Arno 38 Henry VI. Fabian coils 
f Meeting a Parliament or a great Council, Chronicle, 14.59, 60, 
uam Wayneficte, Le Neues Fam Ecr, Ang. 
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King Henry VI. federacy with the Earls of J/arwick and Saliſbury : A 


[ 290 ] 


ni 38: That the Duke made a Pretence to the Arm 
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5 


© Rehearſal of the King's ſundry Favours and Benefits 
© conferred on the ſaid two Earls: The King's Pardon 
© granted to the ſaid Duke and Earls, and their Promiſes 
© of due Obedience, with a Renumeration of divers Be. 
© nefits beſtowed upon them after: The Ambition gf 
© the faid Duke and Earls; their new Oaths and Pro. 
© miſes made to the King; their Policy in not coming 
© to the Council ; and their Readinefs in getting toge- | 
© ther from a great Diſtance : The Expedition of the 
Earl of Saliſbury, with Thomas and John Nevile, Knts, ll © 
© Sons to the ſaid Earl; Sir Thomas Harington, Sir fin Wl © 
© Conyers, Sir Thomas Parre, Kats. William Stanley, iq; Wl © 
© Son to Themas Lord Stanley, and Themas Mieryng, of 7 
© Tong, in the County of York, with 5000 Men and 
Banners diſplayed at Bloreheath, on the Feaſt of 
© St. Matthew, Anno Regni 38. James Lord Audly 
© ſlain at the Battle of Bloreheath, in Stafford/hire®, by 
© the ſaid Earl; and John Lord Dudley, with ſeveral 
© others, taken Priſoners : The King's purſuing them 
© for the Space of thirty Days and Nights; the King' 
© Pardon offered to them, and their Refuſal : The 4. 
© ſembly of the ſaid Duke alſo at Ludeford, in Hue 
© fordſhire, with Edward Earl of March, Richard tal 
* of Warwick, Richard Earl of Saliſbury, Edmund Eal 
© of Rutland, John Lord Clinton, Jobn WWenloch, Jann 
© Pickering, John Coniers, and Thomas Parre, Knights; 
John Bourchier and Edward Bourchier, Eſqrs. Neph-w 
© to the ſaid Duke; Thomas Colt, of London, Genileman, 
John Clay, of Cheſhunt, in Hertfordſhire, Roger Evian * 
© of Shrewſbury, and Robert Bold, Brother to Sir Ham 
© Bold, Eſqrs. who, with many others, pitched their ici 
© near Ludeford, in the County of Hereford, on Frilg 
© the Vigil of the Tranſlation of St. Edward, Anno Riz: 


© that the King was dead, for whoſe Soul Maſs was ſa 
© publickly in the ſaid Duke's Camp: The King's Ex: 
© petition of the Duke, and the Duke's ranging hs 
© Army in Battle Array, fortifving the Ground uit 
« Carts, placing Guns upon them; an Ambuſh Jai, 
and his Intention to have ſuddenly ſurprized the King 
£ Forces : The Departure of the ſaid Duke and ot 

(ul 


© Near Drayten, September 23, 1460. 
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t gout df the Field, about Midnight, under Colour to King Henry VI. 
© repoſe themſelves at Ludlow, and their Flight into 
« ]/ales, becauſe that their Army fainted and ſubmitted 
« themſelves to the King, who granted them Pardon.” 
Wherefore, for theſe and many other Cauſes, the 
{aid Duke, Earls, and others, were attainted of Trea- 
ſon by Parliament, and voted Traitors to the King and 
Kingdom; Alice the Wife of Richard Earl of Salis- 
bury®, Sir Milliam Oldhall, Knt. and Thomas Vaughan, 
of London, Eſq; were, at the ſame Time, attainted 
as Traitors, for procuring and aiding the 'T reaſons 
aforeſaid. And all and ſingular Hereditaments, &c. of 
the ſaid Duke, and others, attainted, in Fee or Fee- 
Tail, were adjudged to be forfeited to the Crown; and 
their Heirs diſinherited to the Ninth Generation *. 
Richard Gray Lord Powis, Sir Henry Radford, Knt. 
and I/alter Devereux Eſq; were pardoned their Lives, 
for being in the Field with the Duke at Ludlow ; but 
their Hereditaments, and other Profits, were forfeited 
as before, | | 
It was enacted, © That all Letters Patent and Grants 
of any Office to any Perſon that was againſt the King 
ein the Fields of St. Alban's, Bloreheath, and Ludlow, 


, . „mall be void; and that all Grants made by Richard 
4 Duke of York, or by the Earls of Saliſbury and Var— 


uit, to any Perſons, being in thoſe Fields againſt the 

ny King, be alſo void : But that all Grants made by the 

King to Perſons with him in the ſaid Fields, may ſtand 

good; ſome Proviſoes excepted.” 

9 At the Requeſt of the Houſe of Commons, Walter [ 291] 
bog opton, Roger Keniſtone, Fulk Stafford, William Haſt- 

„, (Son to Sir Leonard Haſtings, Knt.) and William 

bawes, Eſqrs. for being in the Field againſt the King at 


* uclow, paid their Fines, and were pardoned. At the 
WE" [ime the Commons accuſed the Lord Stanley, in 


f ndry Particulars, of being in Confederacy with the 


* of York, and prayed that he may be committed to 
iſon, 


Anſwer, The King will be adviſed. 5 
U 2 | After 
" He was Farl of Saliſbury in Right of his Wife, who was Daughter 


i Heir to Themas de Montacute, the laſt Earl of that Name, Dugdal:'s 
Ponage, Part I. p. 302. 


" Hillirg ſpead, p. 652. Daniel in Kennet, p. 420. 
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King Henry VI, After which another very ſolemn Oath was framed, 


' ſubſcribe, and ſea}, on the 11th Day of December, in ful 


A folemn Oath 
taken to Henry. 


un my true undelaced Devoir to doo all that that may lt 
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which all the Biſhops and Lords, there named, did take, 


Parliament. 

The Form of this Oath is much ſtronger and more 
binding than the laſt, taken in the 33d of this King, 
(which we have given before) when the Yorki/s had him 
in Cuſtody; and ſince we have choſe to copy the former 
from the Record, the latter demands a Place alſo in theſe 
Inquiries, to ſhew the extreme Jealouſy of theſe Times, 
and what Precaution was taken to ſecure the Attachment 
of the Nobility to the reigning Prince, 


A. B. acknowleche you, mooft High and Mighty and 
mogſt Criſten Prynce, King Henry the Sixt, to be m 
mooſt redouted Soveraigne Lord, and righteouſly, by Sue. 
ceſſion, borne to reigne uppon me and all your Liege Peiplt; 
whereuppon I voluntariely, without Cohertion, promitie 
and obliſh me, by the Feith and Trauth I owe unto Gid, 
and by the Feith, Trouth, and Ligeannce that I owe unt 
you my mooſi redouted Soveratgne Lord, that I ſhall ty, 
without any Variannce, true, feithful,, humble, and obi 
ſannt Subget and Liegeman, unto you my moſt reduted 
Soveraigne Lord; and that I ſhall be unto my Lives En, 
at all Tymes and Places, redy and attending at yiu 
Calling, in my mooft herty Fyſe and Maner, as any init 
Liegeman oweth to be unto his Soveraipgne Lord, putting nt 


„ 7 p 


unto the Mile and Surete of your mogſt Roiall Perſon, if 
your mooſt noble Eſtate, and the verray Conſervation ani 
Continuance of your mooſt high Authorite, Pree-emimentt 
and Prerogatife ; to the Wele, Surete, and Preſerveng 1 
the Perſone of the moet high and benigne Princeſſe Mu. 
garete the Duene, my Soveraigne Lady, and of her mij 
high and noble Eflate, ſbe being your Wyf ; and all" | 


the Miele, Surete, and Honour of the Perſone of the t 1g By 
High and Mighty Prince Edward, my right redouted Link | 
the Prynce your firſt- begotten Sonne, and of the right big Da 
and noble Eflate of the ſame; and feithfully, truly, d ma 
obeiſſantly, in my moſt humble Wyſe and Maner, beni - 


ferve, obey, and bere myne Aligeannce unto you m. mij 
redouted Squeraigne Lord, during your Ly, * the 
ail 


a. Rot, Parl. 31 Henry VI. No, 26. 
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long in Proſperite to endurg : And yf God, of bis infinite 
Power, take you from this tranſitorie Lyf, me beryng Lyf 
here in this World, that than I Hall take and accept my 
ſeid redouted Lord the Prynce Edward, your ſeid firſt- 
begotten Senne, for my Soveraigne Lord, and bere myTrouth, 
Feith, and Liegeannce unto him, as my naturall-borne So- 
veraigne Lord; and, after him, unto his Succeſſion of his 
Body lawfully begoten ; and, in Defaute of his Sur ceſſion, 
wich God defend, unto eny other Succeſſion of your Body 
lawfully camyng. And J. hall never at eny Tyme, for eny 
Maner, Occaſion, Colour, Afinite, or Cauſe, conſent, give 
Aid, Afſiſtence, or Favoir, or agre to eny Thing that I may 
underſtand or know by eny Meane, that may be prejudi- 
ciall or contrarie to the Premiſſes, or eny of them; but 
that I ſhall, as ſoon as I may ſee or have Knowleche, put 
me in my due undelayed Devoir, in my mooſt herty and 
efetuous Myſe and Maner, without Colour or Feyntiſe, 
with my Body, Goades, Might, Power, Counſeill, and 
Advertiſement, to reſiſt, withſtand, and ſubdue all them 
that wold in enywyſe preſume to do contrarie to the Pre- 
miſſes, or eny of them: So God me help and thieſe holy 
Evangeli/ts, In Witneſs whereof | ſett to theiſe Pre- 
ſents my Seall and myne Signe Manuell. 


This Oath was taken and ſubſcribed by the two Arch- 
biſhops, the Dukes of Exeter, Norfolk, and Buckingham, 
lixteen Biſhops, five Earls, two Viſcounts, fourteen Ab- 
bots, two Priors, and twenty-two Barons: In all ſixty- 
lix Peers of Parliament. | 

The more private Tranſactions of this Parliament, 
on Record, are theſe : 

The King, by the Authority aforeſaid, gave to the 
Queen the Manor of Coſham, with the Appurtenances, 
n Vilts, and 201. yearly out of the Aulnage of Cloth 
n Londen, in Exchange for the Manor of Havering- 
Bower, in E/Tex, which had been ſettled upon her. 

All ſuch Manors and other Hereditaments of the 
Duchy of Lancaſter, as are comprized in an Article 
made 23 Henry VI. which, with other Hereditaments 
of the ſaid Duchy, were granted to Thomas Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, and to ſeveral other Feoffees in Truſt, for 
Ihe Performance of the King's Laſt Will, were com- 
T2 manded 


Fader of Mercy, for my moot ſingular Comfort, preſerve King Henry VI 
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King Henry VI. manded to paſs under the Great Seal, and were confirmed 


L 292 ] 


by Parliament. 

Edward Prince of Wales, by his Petition, reciteth the 
Erection, Donation, and Annexing of the Duchy of 
Cornwall, with all the Hereditaments and Liberties be. 
longing to the ſame, granted by Parliament; and ſevetal 
other Patents granted 11 Edward III. were alſo recited 
at large; whereupon the ſaid Prince required that he ma 
enjoy the ſame accordingly; and, amonglt other Things, 
that all ſuch Tenants as hold of the ſaid Duchy in Chief, 
may therefore ſue Livery out of the ſaid Duke's Hand, 
although they hold otherways of the King in Chiet; and 
that he may freely enjoy the ſaid Duchy, with all the 
Revenues and Liberties of the ſame, as it ought to be, 
notwithſtanding a Statute made Anno 33 Henry VI. ali 
which were granted, by common Conſent, with certain 
Proviſoes and Exceptions. 

The King's Letters Patent were confirmed, by this 
Parliament, to the Provoſt and Scholars of the College 
of Eaton, and as well all and ſingular his Grants, as 
all other Men's Grants made to the ſaid Provoſt and 
Scholars. The ſame Confirmation was made to the 
Provoſt and Scholars of King's College, Cambridge; with 
a Proviſion for a College called Pembroke Hall, in that 
Univerſity, Likewiſe the Royal Foundation and Do- 
nation of the Priory of yon, erected by King Henry V, 


was confirmed by the whole Aſſent of Parliament. 


The Commons exhibited a Complaint againſt twenty: 
five Knights and Eſquires, by Name, of ſeveral Coun- 
ties, for their manifold Robberies, Rapes, and Execu- 
tions; againſt which ſtrict Orders were taken to cauls 
them to anſwer for the ſame. 

It was enacted, © That all Letters Patent made to an 
© Perſon or Perſons, of the Offices of Sheriffs or Eſchea- 
tors for Life, within the Counties of Che/ter and Flint, 
© be utterly void, except certain Perſons there named. 

Laſtly, and what is very remarkable, on a Petition 
of the Sheriffs of Shires within this Kingdom, that wer? 


A krange AQ in in Office the laſt Year, an Act was paſſed, < That al 


Favour of the 
Prerogative. 


* ſuch Knights of any County as were returned to this 
© Parliament by Virtue of the King's Letters, without 
any other Election, ſhould be valid; and that no Sheritz, 


* for returning them, ſhall incur the Penalty of the dla- 
| tue 


he = 
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hereafter. 
After all which, on the 25th Day of December, the 


Chancellor, in the Preſence of the King and the Three 


ERates, and by his Majeſty's Command, after giving 
Thanks to the whole Body, diſſolved this Parliament. 


Theſe were the TranſaQtions of this extraordinary 
Parliament, extracted from the Records ; of which our 
Hiſtorians are almoſt altogether ſilent; nor is there any 
Mention of it in the Statutes at large, except that we 
find an Act was made, in the next, to repeal and abo- 
liſh all the Proceedings of this Parliament at Coven- 
try. It is very remarkable, however, what one contem- 
porary Hiſtorian hath left us, concerning King Henry's 
Conduct on the Bill of Attainder : He writes, That, 
© when the Clerk of Parliament had read the Statute to 
© the Lords, the King's Modeſty and Love for Mercy 
© was fo great, that he cauſed a Proviſo to be inſerted 
© and added to the Bill, That it might be lawful to him 
vat all Times, fully, without Authority of any other Par- 
« liament, to pardon the ſaid Noblemen, and reſtore them 
F again to their former Eftates, Degrees, and Dignities, 
i with a Spirit of Humility, they came to beſeech his 
Grace and Favour &. 


all the Meaſures that had been taken againſt them. A 
Battle was fought near Northampton, with great Obſti- 
racy on both Sides; till at length the Victory fell to 
tne young Earl of March, eldeſt Son to the Duke of 
Ii; who, in his Father's Abſence in Ireland, was Ge- 
teral in Chief. Ten Thouſand of the King's Forces 
vere lain, amongſt whom were theſe Men of Note: 
Humphrey Duke of Buckingham ; Fohn Talbot, Earl of 
Orew/hury; Thamas Lord Egremont; John Viſcount 
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e tute made Auno 23 Henry VI.. But more of this King Henry V1. 


L 29 Þ- 


But, not long after their Riſing, Affairs had a new A ſecond Battle 
Turn; and the Partizans of the Houſe of York overthrew ** Nerrgarpten. 


70 % * ** . * . 
veaumont ; and Sir Miiliam Lacy. The King himſelf Tue King again 
was again taken Priſoner in his Tent; whilſt the Queen, taken Pritener, 


with the young Prince Edward her Son, and the Duke 
ot Somerſet, fled as far as the Biſhopric of Durham, be- 


fore 
d Rot. Pa-. 38 Henry VI. No. 35. 


of Wizborgiead, Abbot of Sr, Alben's. This is capfirmed by the 
*. 
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King Henry VI. fore they thought themſelves ſafe from the Purſucyy, 
This Battle was fought uly b, 1461. by 
The victotious Lords having the King once more in 
[ 294 ] their Power, and ruling all Things almoſt at their ow; 
: ' Pleaſure, proceeded vigorouſly in the Execution of their 
eſigns. To that End they ſummoned a Parliament, 
in King Henry's Name, to meet at //eftmin/ter on the 
7th of Oclober this Year; the Writs bearing Date at the 

ſame Place, Fuiy 30, Anno Regni 39. | 
There is a Miſtake of a Year in the Date of Dugdalbs 
Summons to this Parliament, which the Records ſet 
right: But then the former has given the Names of all 
the Spiritual and Temporal Lords, c. which are wholly 
omitted in the other; in which we remark that the 
Summons was general, for all the Peers of both Parties, 
which were left alive, were called to it without any Ex- 
ception; and there is nothing in the Body of the Writ 
which is contrary to the uſual Form: The firſt of thoſe 
to the Lay Lords, was directed to Richard Duke af 

York, in the ſame Stile as before 4. 

Anno Regti 39. In the Preſence of the King, fitting in his Chair of 
1461. State, in the Painted Chamber, within the Palace at 
At W:ftminſeer Weſtminſter, and of the Lords and Commons, Gerge 
| " Biſhop of Exeter ©, then Chancellor of England, made 
a Declaration, taking for his Theme, Congregate Pepu- 
lum, Sanctificate Ecclefiam'. At the Concluſion of 
which the Commons were deſired to chuſe their Speak- 
er, and preſent him to the King. The next Day 
the Commons made a Declaration to the Chancellor, 
that they had made Choice of a Speaker, and on the 
” OO. Day of this Seffion they preſented Fob Green, Elq; 
ſa; chofen Whoſe Excuſe being refuſed, he was admitted as uual, 
Speaker, The Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- 
| ed, as uſual, the next Thing this Parliament went upon m 
was to paſs an Act to repeal every Thing that was done 
in the laſt held at Coventry, Nov. 20, An. 38 Henry VI. 
L295] and that all Acts, Statutes, and Ordinances, made h) 


the Authority of the ſaid Parliament, ſhall be _ 
| | of 


d Rex cbariſſimo Conſanguineo ſus Ricardo Duci Ebor, &c. Dugcale' 
Summons, Anro Regni 38. 

© George Nevi/c, Son to the Earl of Saliſtury, and Brother to the famous In 
Earl of F/arzvich, afterwards tranſlated to York, Le Neve, &c. i vil 

f The Clerks in this, as well £5 ſome former Pazliaments, Ways Wy Cr 
the Chance!ior's Speech at the Opening. | | 40 
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For which this Reaſon is aſſigned, Becauſe that Parlia- King Henry vl. 
ment was unlawfully ſummoned, and the Knights and Bur- An tue ans of 


geſes not duly choſen 5. | 


count of the laſt Parljament, that the 
to get the Sanction of the Houſes to gloſs over an un- 
due Practice in the Return of Knights of the Shires for 
that Parliament. It is probable that Henry's Credit was 
then at ſo low an Ebb, that he durſt not truſt the Coun- 
try on ſuch an important Occaſion ; and therefore ſum- 
moned the Knights by Letters expreſly from himſelf, 
This unwarrantable Proceeding muſt be the firſt that 
the Duke of York and his Party would take hold of, to 
caſſate and annul that terrible Bill of Attainder which 
was carried againſt them in that Parliament. And fo 
eſfectually they did it, that the Acts and Statutes of the 
Parliament at Coventry have no Place nar Mention in our 
Statute- Books, except in the Repeal, as is ſaid before h. 
And now we begin with the firſt Time that Richard 


Duke of York made his public Claim to the Crown of The Puke dt 


England, in the Face of an Engliſp Parliament, Tt — tan. _— 


been many Times hinted at before, in the Progreſs of cording to ths 
theſe Inquiries, that his ſole Aim was to gain the Dia- Records. 


dem; notwithſtanding the many ſpecious Pretences of 
raiſing Armies to reform Grievances, in order to hide 
his real Deſign. As this is a Criſis of Time very re- 
markable in Engliſh Hiſtory, and the Duke of York's 
Claim made valid, or diſputed, by Writers of different 
dentiments, we ſhall firſt give what we can extract from 
the Records; and, next, what our beſt Hiſtorians have 
left us about it. | 

On the 16th of Ogober the Council for the Duke of 
rt exhibited a Writing to the Lords, in full Parlia- 
ment, containing the Right and Claim of the ſaid Duke 
to the Crown of England and Lordſhip of Ireland. The 
Lords, upon fome Conſultation amongſt themſelves 
agreed that it ſhould be read, but not to be anſwered 


Without the King. * 
The 
2 See Statutes at large, Anno 39 Henry VI. cap. i. oy 
* In the Public 49s is a Mandamus ſent to the Sheriffs, &c, through 
Englund, commanding them to make Proclamation in their ſeveral Di- 
dens, that the Acts, @c. done at Coventry are null and void. Dated at 


Canterh wy, Aug &, 1460, duttoritate Parliamenti. Fad, Arg. 
« V0, Al.p &Go, . b * 5 


the late Parlia- 


The Reader may obſerve, by a — 2 in 83 = cue 
ing was obliged “Pee 
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Objeftions to 
bis Title, 


- © Duke's Claim. 
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The Duke“: 
Aniwer, 
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The Duke, in his Claim, derived his Pedigree from 
King Henry III. to King Edward III. and proved him- 
ſelf'deicended in a right Line from Lionel Duke of Cz. 
rence, third Son to King Edward III. by which he 
avouched himſelf the undoubted Heir to the Crown he. 
fore any of the Line of Fohn of Gaunt, who was ouly 
the fourth Son to the ſaid King Edward. 

The Lords, after a long Conſultation, thought pro- 
per to lay this Claim and Title before the King, who 
deſired them to call the Judges, King's Serjeants, and 
the Attorney-General, to anſwer the ſame. But thele 
Men, well conſidering the Danger in meddling with 
this high Affair, utterly refuſed to be concerned in it; 
nor would they, though urged to it by Threats, give 
any Opinion of the Matter. Upon which an Oider was 
made, That every Peer made might freely and indiffe- 
rently ſpeak his Mind, without Fear and Impeachment, 
And, in the End, the following Objections were made 
to the Duke's Claim : | 

½, The Oaths of all the Lords taken to the King 
© in being, and particulary the Oath of the Duke hin- 
© ſelf ; which neither they nor he ought to break. 

2dly, * The ſeveral Acts of Parliament made againſt 
© the Title of the ſaid Duke, by divers of the King's 
Progenitors; which Acts, being of more Authority 


* D . 
© than any Chronicle, are thought ſufficient to bar the 


3aly, Several Acts of Entail made of the Crown of 
© England on the Heirs Male. | 

4thly, * That the Duke, by pretending to draw his 
E Title from Lionel Duke of Clarence, ſhould rather 
e bear his Arms than thoſe of Edmund Langley, Duke 
6 of York. 

Lafily, That at the Time Henry IV. took upon 
© him the Crown of England, he ſaid he entered and 
© took the ſame, not as Conqueror, but as right cir 
to King Henry III.” 

The Anſwers which Richard Plantagenet, common? 
ly called Duke of Yori, gave to the Objections atore- 
ſaid, were as follow : 

Firſt, * That no Oath, being made by the Law ef 
Man, ought to be performed or kept, when the . 

tende 
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$ tendeth to the Suppreſſion of Truth and Right; which King Henry Vis 


is againſt the Law of God. 

« To the ſecond and third, He knoweth no other Acts 
© of Parliament than one, Anno 7 Henry IV. touchin 
« a general Tayl, by him an Uſurper; for, if he had any 
« Right to the ſame, he neither needed nor would have 
made ſuch an Entail. 

Jo the fourth, He juſtly might have borne the Arms 
of the Duke of Clarence, and of England; only he 
& forbore the ſame for a Time, as he did his Claim to 
«the Crown, for Cauſes not unknown to all this 
Realm; for, though Right for a Time, ſays the Record, 
© reſt and be put to Silence, yet it rotteth not, nor ſhall it 
b periſh d. 

« The fifth, Being a manifeſt and an approved Un- 
© truth, was only a Cloak to ſhadow the violent Uſur- 
© pation of Henry of Derby, and to deceive the People 
ſtanding about him.” 

After theſe Anſwers of the Duke, to the Objections 
zgainſt his Title, were read in the Houſe, the Lords 
went upon Ways and Means to compromize Matters, 
and came to this Reſolution, * "That ſince the Title of 
the Duke of York to the Crown of theſe Realms could 
© not be defeated, the preſent King ſhould enjoy the 
Crown of England, during his Life; and that the 
Duke and his Heirs ſhould ſucceed after him ;* which 
Determination the Chancellor was appointed to declare 


Title being again repeated to him, the King 


ing: 

ke Firſt, That the King ſhould, during his Life, en- 
joy the Crown and Preheminence of the Realm of 

z0n England. 

2nd That the ſaid Duke, the Earl of March, and Ed- 

leit Wi und Earl of Rutland, his Sons, ſhould be ſworn by 
no Means to ſhorten the Days, or impair the Sove- 

on: WF reignty, of the ſaid King, during his Life. 

re- That the ſaid Duke ſhould be from thenceforth re- 
* puted, and ſtiled, the very Heir Apparent to the 

y of * Crown aforeſaid, and ſhall enjoy the ſame after tht: 

ae Death, or Refignation, of the ſaid King, 


dt That 
t Rot, Parl. 39 Henry VI. No. 17, 


: : The Peri- ment 
to the King. And the Duke of Yor#'s Pedigree and determine him ta 


OT conſented ſaccees to the 


5 ' 0 by: Crown after . 
to this Award; and it was drawn up in Form follow Henry's Death, 
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216 


Kiog Henry . That the ſaid Duke ſhall have Lands and Heredit;, 
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© ments allotted to him of the clear yearly Value of 
© 10,000 Marks; whereof 5000 ſhall be for his own 
« Eſtate, 3500 for the Earl of March, and 1500 Mak; 
© for the Earl of Rutland. 

© That the compaſſing the Death of the ſaid Duke 
© ſhall be Treaſon. 

That all the Biſhops and Lords, in full Parliament, 
© fhall ſwear to the ſaid Duke, and to his Heirs, in 
Form aforeſaid. | 

That the ſaid Duke and his two Sons ſhall ſwear 
< to defend the Lords, on Occafion of their conſenting, 
$ or agreeing, to this Award.” 

The King, on his own free Motion, and with the 
Conſent of the Lords, agreed to all the Ordinances 
aforeſaid. And, by the Aſſent aforeſaid, he utterly fe- 
pealed the ſaid Statute of Entail, made Anno 7 Henry IV. 
and all other Acts that tended thereto ; ſo always az, 
hereafter, no better Title could be proved for the de- 
feating of this Title and At now made. 

After all this, on the Vigil of the Feaſt of A.“ Saints, 
the Duke of Yori, and the two Earls his Sons, came 


into the Parliament before the King and Lords, and 


there both promiſed and ſwore to perform the Award 
aforeſaid, provided the King, on his Part, duly per- 
formed the fame ; which the King then alſo promiſed 
to do. All which Proteſtation the Duke and Earls le- 
quired to be inrolled. 

Then the King, by his Letters Patent, aſſigned to 
the Duke of Ver ſeveral Diſtricts and other Heredita- 
ments in Wales, and elſewhere, to the yearly Value af 
10,000 Marks, as aforeſaid; in which Grant are ſere- 
ral Proviſoes, particularly for the Duchy of Lancoftr. 
All this was confirmed by the full Confent of Parliz 
ment; and an Act was publiſhed; <* Declaring the 
© Duke of York to be right Heir to the Crown; h 
© which alſo a Power was given him, to ride throug! 
© the whole Kingdom, for ſuppreſſing of all Rebellions 
and Inſurrections; wherein Commandment is gien 
© to all Sheriffs, Officers, and Subjects, to obey him à 
the King, under ſome Reſtrictions.” 

An Affair or two, of leſs Conſequence, concludes the 
Buſineſs of this Seflion in the Records. 

8 | | Whereas 
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Whereas for ſuch Hereditaments of the Duchy of King Hau vl. 
Lancaſter, which the King had put under Feoffees in 
Truſt, to the Uſe of his Laſt Will, there was appointed 
ane Chief Steward and Chancellor, one Receiver-Ge- 
neral, an Attorney-General, with Auditors, with Fees 
accordingly ; the King, by Aſſent of Parliament, revokes 
all the ſaid Offices and Fees in the ſaid Grant, ſo as all 
the ſaid Premiſſes in Feoffment ſhall be under the Rule 
and Government of ſuch Chancellors, and other Officers, 
23 were and had the ſame before the ſaid Feoffment 
was made. And it was further enacted, That all the 
Revenues of the Duchy of Lanca/ter, as well of Land 
and Feoffment as otherwiſe, ſhall be received by the 
Receiver-General of the ſaid Duchy, for two Years, 
and by him paid over to the Treaſurer of England; with 
other weighty Affairs of the Realm, wherein are con- 
tained ſome principal Proviſons for Foreigners and Of- 
ficers of the ſaid Duchy.“ Laſtly, All the Conveyances 
and Feoffments, in Uſe for all the Hereditaments, men- 
tioned in the 38th of Henry VI. were rehearſed ; and 
it was enacted © That all and fingular the Premiſſes ſhall 
zo only to the Performance of the King's Will, and not 
otherwiſe,” 

One Act only, made in this Parliament, is entered at 
Length in our Statute- Books; which is, That a 
Woman at fourteen Years of Age, on the Death of 
© her Anceſtor, ſhall have Livery of her Land.“ This 
Act was paſſed on the Petition of John Nevil, Knight, 
and Iſabel his Wife, the Daughter and Heir of Edmund 
Yagaldeſiborp, Kant. *ﬀ Thus far from the Records, 


We ſhall next examine how our Hiſtorians have 
treated this important Affair of the Succeſſion, which C 300 1 
was the greateſt that ever came before an Engliſb Par- 3 
lament : And firſt, 

Mr. Daniel tells us, That after the victorious Lords, 


105 who had now the King in their Power, had cauſed him 

„s call a Parliament, they ſent Meſſengers, with all The Duke's 
"Ui pred, to Ireland, to inform the Duke of York of their Er Hike. 
1 ducceſs. Ambition, ſays our Author, needs no Spurs; 

- the the Duke preſently embarked himſelf and his Retinue at 


Dublin, landed at Cheſter, and, October 10, made his 


public 
a Rot, Parl. 30 Herry VI. No. 36, 
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King Heary VI. public Entry into London, with Trumpets ſounding, + 
naked Sword borne before him, a great Train of armen 
Men accompanying him, and took up his Lodgings in 
the King's own Palace, and in his own Apartments, 
the humble King contenting himſelf with the Queen's 
Lodgings.“ | | 
The Parliament had fat three Days before the Duke 
arrived; and he, having paſſed through the City in the 
Manner aforeſaid, went directly to Weſiminſter, into 
the Houſe of Peers, and placed himſelf on the King's 
Seat or Throne; tho' other Hiſtorians ſay *, That he did 
not fit down, but only took hold of the Cloth of State, 
He ſtood a while in that Poſture, looking upon the Lord; 
ſtedfaſtly, as tho' he would read their Countenances, 
= their Thoughts, and Reſentment of that Action. At 
that Inſtant Thomas Bourchier, Archbiſhop of Canter 
[ bury, came from Henry into the Houle ; and, after ma- 
l king the uſual Reverence to the Duke, he aſked him, 
Fhether he would not go and pay his Reſpects to the King? 
The Duke, at this Queſtion, was obſerved to change 
Colour, and then anſwered him in a Paſſion, That he 
knew none in this Kingdom to whom he owed that Duty 
or Honour; but, on the centrary, all Men awed it to bin; 
and therefore King Henry ought to come to him. 
The Archbiſhop, having heard this Reply, went back 
C 3or ] to the King to let him know it; which the Duke per- 
ceiving, he roſe up and followed him into the Palace, 
got Poſſeſſion of the King's Lodgings, breaking open ſe- 
veral Doors and Locks for Entrance. He ftaid there 
but a little while, and then returned to the Houle again, 
leaving his Servants and chiet Attendants to keep them 
for him. Being again ſeated on the Royal Throne, he 
boldly made his Demand of the Crown, and the Regal 
Authority of England, in a Speech for that Purpoſe. 
Hall, in his Chronicle, hath given us a Speech, which 
he ſays the Duke of York ſpoke from the Throne in the 
Houle of Peers, when he made his Claim to the Crown 
at that Time; but the Subſtance and Language of it 1s 
ſo very mean that it does not deſerve our Notice, not 
even as it is altered by Mr. Daniel; eſpecially when the 
Claim hath been much better made out before by the 
Record itlelf. Livy is ſaid to be very remarkable for 
putting 


n 


— o 
— 


t Piondi's Henry VI. p. 172. 
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putting fine Speeches into the Mouths of his Heroes and King Henry VI. 
denators; but the Nonſenſe and Stupidity of this makes 
it impoſſible to come from any Body but the Hiſtorian 
bimſelf v. Beſides, John Mhbetbamſtead, Abbot of St. 
{lban's, a Contemporary, (and probably, by his Station, 
in the Houſe of Peers at that Time) makes no Mention 
of any ſuch Speech in the Hiſtory he wrote of this Reign, 
and particularly of this Revolution *, 

The French Jeſuit who wrote on the Engliſh Revolu- 
tions, indeed, has put a Speech into the Duke's Mouth 
on this Occaſion, not unworthy either of the Speaker or 
the Author, for ſuch we ſuppoſe him to be; which, 
face it comes within the Compaſs of our Defign, well 
deſerves a Place in theſe Inquiries. 

It was ſuppoſed by the Parliament, fays that Hiſtorian, 
that the Duke would now take off the Maſk ; but they 
were perfectly convinced of it by an open Declaration 
which he himſelf made to them the firſt Time he enter'd 
the Heuſe ; for, being ſeated on the Throne, without 
zking Leave of any one, he ſpoke as follows ? : 


[ 302 | 


VO all know very well, ſays he, that the Throne His Speech ts 
' Y whereon I fit hath been uſurped from my Ance- the Parliament, 


(tors; and you cannot be ignorant by what Crimes 


bose, who had it full fixty Years, have kept Poſ- 
„con of it. Henry IV. embrued his Hands in the 
i Blood of Richard II. and Henry V. deſtroyed my 
> Father. But we will ſpare the Remembrance of theſe A 
1 © Things, which can only ſerve to ſtir up a Breaſt diſ- | | 
. poſed to take that Vengeance, which I will ſacrifice to i 
de Public Good. Whilſt the Houſe of Lancofter did 

| © no 
he v As an Inſtance, in the firſt Paragraph of it is this notable Expreſſion 
gal and Metaphor: This noble Realm, and our natural Country, ſhall never be 


urbuckled from ber daily Fever, except 1, as the principal Phy fician, and 
ich you, as the true and truſty Apothecaries, conſult together in making of a Po- 


tun, and try out the clean and pure Stuff from the corrupt and putrified 
the WW Drugs. Hill's Chron. Fol. clxxvii. 


wn See Holling ſhead alſo, p. 655. f 
t is * The Hiſtory of Creyland, near contemporary with theſe Times, ſeems 
to ſay that the Duke of York did make his Claim in the Houſe by Word of 
Mouth 3 Accedens ad Thronum Regis, Sedem illam vendicavit tanquam ſuam, 
the Gſcribens Genealogiam ſuam linealiter, &c, Hiſt. Croyland. Contin. 550, 
the The laſt AR of State which Henry did, or was commanded to do, was to 
> rant a Commiſſion to Edzvard Duke of York, atter his Father Richard was 
i0 1417 at the Battle of Wakefieid, for raiſing Forces to fight againſt his Queen 

ting ud Son, Dated Feb. 12, 1461, at Neſiminſter. Rymer, Tor. X. 
Pere D' Orleans Hi. de Rewol, d Ang, Tem. II. p. 218. Ed. Paris. 
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King Henry Vl. C no other Hurt but to me and mine, I thought myſelf 
© well recompenſed by the Honour which accrued to the 
Nation, in ſubduing ſo many great and fine Provinces 
© to the Engliſh Sceptre. TI little regretted the not being 


© King, whilſt you had a Monarch who well deſerves Ml * 
© to have been one; but at this Time, when a weak, t 
© feeble Heir to that happy Uſurpation keeps from me z 1 
© Crown, and lofes thoſe Conqueſts which have coſt you n 
© ſo much Blood, I ſhould be unworthy of that of ſo 1 
\ © matiy Kings which runs in my Veins, if, to recover 7 
f 303 ] c thoſe Conqueſts, I do not take the Crown. Aid me ' 

with your Aſſiſtance to ſupport the Weight, and zu 
6 ſhall partake with me in the Advantage of it.“ p 
Our Hiſtorian goes on, and tells us, That the Coun- 1 
tenances of the Houſe, during the Time the Duke was Will: ; 
ſpeaking, and their profound Silence at the End of this if «1 
| Harangue, appeared to that Prince a ſure Token that the i 
| Crown on Henry's Head was not ſo looſe as he imagin- Wil « 
£ ed. Greatly chagrin'd, he left the Houſe very abruptly; WW « } 
. and in a Paſſion ſaid to them, at his going out, Think of Wi «., 
this Matter. I have taken my Courſe, take you yours, t. 
| While theſe Things were doing, many hot Diſputes WW « . 

— _ paſſed between the Lords Spiritual and Temporal an WW « R 
Debate upon the the Commons, about the Settlement of the Crown. Wiſ« x 
l — * 2 * Some thought it very unreaſonable to call King Hemi m 
1 Crown, Title in Queſtion, who had been fo long in Poſſeſſion of ne 
| the Sovereignty ; and ſo much the rather, becauſe the WM 
Duke of 7cr+ himſelf had, in ſwearing Allegiance une 


King Henry fo often, and declaring him his lawful Sove- . 35 
reign, tied up himſelf from claiming the Crown, if he 
had any Right to it. But, on the other Side, the Duke ot 
Yert's Friends, which were not a few, argued, That the 
Duke's Title was ſo clear, and fo well known to then were 
all, that it would be the greateſt Injuſtice in the Wor bein 
to deny him his Right; and tho' King Henry, it is true; bis t. 
had been long in the Poſſeſſion of the Throne, yet hi 
Uſurpation being ſo evident, he ought to be as willing 
to recede from what he was wrongfully poſſeſſed of, a 
they were in Juſtice bound to declare him deprived, 
*T was true, they ſaid, the Duke of York had often (worn. 1 
Allegiance to King Henry, and taken him for his 1a wful il! 13 
g Sovereign, yet he never renounced his Right, and * 
7 : | | p All 
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and not wages 4 o 
Another old Hiſtorian hath drawn up the Arguments 

made Uſe of in Favour of the reigning King and the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, in a much better Manner; and ſays, 

That though the Effect of the Duke of Yort's Title, as 

to the Points of Pedigree, was very true, yet the Friends 

of King Henry, without denying what could not be de- 

nied, had ſomewhat to ſay for him; and, —_ other 
Things, they alledged *, That Richard II. reſigned up 
bis Crown and Regality at large; and that none elſe 
making Claim but Henry Duke of Lancaſter, he was 
© thereunto, by Conſent of all the Three Eſtates, ad- 
© mitted. That Richard Earl of Cambridge was, for 
High Treaſon, attainted and executed, and his Iſſue 
© made incapable of any Inheritance ; that this Richard 
© his Son, now challenging the Crown of England, be- 
(ing reſtored by the meer Clemency-and Goodneſs of 
this King Henry VI. had voluntarily acknowledged 
© him for his lawful Sovereign, and ſworn the ſame ; 
{and that the ſaid Richard was finally, for Treaſon, at- 
tainted and adjudged uninheritable. kin alledged 


' alſo ſeveral Acts of Parliament made to eſtabliſh the 
nd Right of the Lancaſtrian Line; the Succeſſion of three 
vi. Henries, that is to ſay, the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth; 
* the politic Government of the firſt of thoſe Kings, the 
n 


© noble Victories of the ſecond, and the holy Life of the 
third; which three Kings' Lives — in reigning 
© near threeſcore Years, in which Number this was the 
de. 39th of Henry VI. who was deſcended from the Uncle; 
*and the Duke of Yor+ but from a Female, of which 
females none had ever been in Poſſeſſion of the Crown.“ 

Theſe great and weighty Points, adds our Author, 


dem were conſidered, and the rather, becauſe that King Henry 
Toll deing at that Time no better than a Priſoner, no Act of 
nue dis to eſtabliſh the Title of the Houſe of Vert could be 
et hugo valid as to diſinherit his own Son; who was then at 
ling Vor. II. X | Liberty, 


* Whilſt this weighty Affair was debating in the Lower Houſe, which 
a the then Fratry, as it is called, in the Abbey of Weſtminſter, a Crown, 
Fhich hung for Ornament from the Roof, ſuddenly fell down ; and at the 
me Time another Crown, placed for the ſame Purpoſe on Dover Caſtle, 
el likewiſ®, "Theſe Omens were vulgarly conſtrued that King Henry's 
SEN Was at an End, and that the Crown ſhould be transferred from one 
al Line to another, 

Hred's Chronicle, 
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plain his Oaths and Promiſes were out of Fear or Force, King Henry vl. 
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King Henry VI. 


The Lords in 


tween the King 


York, 
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Parliament make 
an Award be- 


and the Duke of 


Land, and to lay aſide all that may be a Trouble to 
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Liberty, and, with the Queen his Mother, in Arms, 
ready to free his Father, or hazard the Deſtruction of Ml 
the whole Engliſb Name. To all theſe Arguments the 
Yorkifts objected one Rule of Law, which was, Jur; ll © 
Sanguinis nullo Fure Civili dirimi poſſunt. 
However, the Arguments, pro and con, being thought Wi © 
ſtrong on both Sides, a Medium was hit upon, ang 
thought proper by the Lords, in order to avoid a Di- 
pute leſs amicable. And, on Al{-Saints-Day, Nov. 1, 
an Award, or Agreement, was ſettled between theſe two 
Princes, King Henry and Richard Duke of York, under WM © 
theſe Articles © : *t 
I. That notwithſtanding the clear and undiſputabe “ 
Title of Richard Duke of York to the Crown of E- 
«© land, as Heir to Lionel Duke of Clarence, the ſaid Duke 
© tenderly deſiring the Wealth and Proſperity of this 


© the ſame; and conſidering the long Poſſeſſion of the 
© ſaid King Henry, who hath all his Time been named, 
© taken, and reputed, for King of England, and Lord of 
Ireland, it is conſented, and agreed to, that the ſaid 
King Henry ſhall be taken and reputed King of Ex 
© land, and Lord' of Ireland, during his natural Lite, 
and the ſaid Duke ſhall hondur him as his Sovereign 
© Lord. ; 

II. That the ſaid Richard Duke of York, with his 
© two Sons, Edward Earl of March and Edmund Earl af 
© Rutland, ſhall promiſe and bind themſelves, by ſolemn 
© Oaths, neither to do, procure, or ſufter any Thing to 
© the Prejudice of the natural Life of King Henry Vl. 
© or to the diminiſhing of his Royal Dignity ; but ſhall" 4 
< withſtand, to their utmoſt Power, any Perſon that ſhall 
< attempt it, as God ſhall help them. 

III. That Richard Duke of York ſhall, from thence- 
© forth, be called and reputed the very and rightful Hei 
© to the Engliſh Crown; and, after the Deceaſe of the 
« ſaid King Henry, the ſaid Duke and his Heirs ſhall in 
© mediately ſucceed to them. 

IV. That the ſaid Richard Duke of York ſhall have 
© by the Authority of this preſent Parliament, Cafies 
© Manors, Lands, and Tenements, with their Appurte 
© nances, to the yearly Value of 10,000 Marks, oi 

an 

e Sam. Daniel in Kennet, p. 424. Holiirg. p. 657, Stotoe, pri 
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tand above all Charges and Reprizes ; of which 5000 King Henry VI. 


Marks ſhall be for his own Eſtate, 3000 for the Earl 
© of March, and 2000 for the Earl of Rutland; yet with 
t ſuch Intents and Conſiderations as ſhall be declared by 
the Lords of the my, Council, 

V. That if any Perſon imagine or compaſs the 
© Death of the ſaid Duke, and thereof be convicted, they 
ſhall be adjudged guilty of High Treaſon. | 

| VI. * That the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons in Parliament aſſembled, ſhall take an Oath 
i to accept, take, worſhip, and repute the ſaid Richard 
Duke of York and his Heirs, as aboveſaid, and the ſaid 
Duke ſhall protect them in keeping this Agreement. 

VII. That this Accord and Agreement ſhall be no- 
tified and publiſhed by the King's Letters Patent, and 
| his Conſent and Agreement be openly declared to all 
and every one of them; and if the ſaid King Henry 
( ſhall break, or go againſt, any Point of this Accord, 
then the ſaid Crown and Royal Dignity ſhall imme- 
' diately devolve and come to the Duke of York, if he 
obe alive, or to the next Heir of his Lineage. 

VIII. That all Statutes and Acts of Parliament made 
Un the Time of Henry IV. or V. to entail the Crown 
on their Heirs, ſhall be annulled and repealed. 

IX. That the Duke of York ſhall be Protector of 
na the Realm for the future, and be called Prince of 
Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of Cheſter.” 

This Agreement, drawn up in the Form aboveſaid, 
vas ingroſſed, ſealed, and ſworn unto by both Parties 
in All-Saints- Day; and then it was enacted by the 
Faliament, That it be made unalterable on all Hands, 
ng Henry was obſerved to be very much pleaſed with 
lis Agreement; not doubtleſs becauſe he was willing 


ce 
| Heir is don ſhould be excluded from the Crown, but be- 
of use be feared more ſevere Dealings with himſelf, and 
min red Time would better provide for his Son; and 


herefore appointed a ſolemn Proceſſion the ſame Day, 
o give Thanks to God for this peaceable Settlement of 
ſtairs, The King rode to the Cathedral Church of 
. Paul, attended with the Duke of York, Earls of 
bur and JYarwick, and many other Lords, with 
s Crown upon his Head, and heard Even-Song, and 

A2 then 
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King Henry VI. then returned to the Biſhop's Palace, where he continu- 


T 308 ] to declare for the ſtrongeſt, nothing was more eaſy fo 


Remarks there- 2s remarkable as any is to be found in that celebrated 


ed ſome Time. ! 
The next Day Richard Duke of York was, by Sound Wl { 


of Trumpet, ſolemnly proclaimed Heir Apparent to the WM v 


Crown of England, and all his Progeny after him; ao Wl 5; 
Lord-ProteCtor of the Nation during the King's Life ., o. 

We cannot avoid giving here a Reflection, from a WM vi 
much later Hiſtorian, on this Criſis of Engliſh Hiſtory, 


Writer. After a very ſhort Abſtract of the Articles, he 
adds, That *© very likely this Agreement did not come 
up to the Duke of York's Expectation: He was contented, 
however, becauſe he perceived it would be very difficult 
to obtain more without open Force. It cannot be de. 
nied that he behaved with a Moderation very uncom- 
mon in ſuch Caſes: In his preſent Circumſtances, and 
according to the Rule generally followed by Parliaments, 


the Duke than to cauſe the Crown to be adjudged to hin 
immediately. He had at his Command a victorious, ifhei 
and at that Time irrefiſtible, Army: Beſides, moſt oſ 
the Members of Parliament were in his Intereſt; and 
probably, after acknowledging his Title to be indiſpu- Name 
table, they would not have wanted much Sollicitation to: 
roceed one Step farther, and place him on the Throne, 
t is therefore manifeſt, if the Parliament ſhewed any Re- 
gard for Henry, it was becauſe they thought themſelves 
at Liberty to uſe this Equity, notwithſtanding the vic- 
torious Army which might have offerea them Vins 
if the Duke would have made Uſe of his Advantages 
It muſt be farther obſerved, that the Duke of York ws 
older than the King, and therefore naturally could nd | 
expect to outlive him; and yet thoſe who have writ tte ar! 
Hiſtory of theſe Troubles have put an ill Conſtrudtia 
upon all they have ſaid concerning this Prince ; the Rea 
ſon may be _ gueſſed.” The Houſe of Yor enjoy 
ing the Throne but twenty-four Years, we have nol 
ſtorian in that Interval; all we have being later, ail 
written fince the Reſtoration of the Houſe of Lanca/t 
in the Perſon of King Henry VII. This muſt be alwa) 


remembered in reading the Hiſtory of theſe Civil War 
U 


d Fabian's Cbren. Anno 1461. 
© Rapin's Hiſtory of England, Folio Edit, p. 385. 
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York was very deſirous that the Queen and her Son 
ſhould alſo be preſent to ratify the Treaty. The King 
wrote to them both to come up, but he ſoon found the 
Spirit of that fierce Princeſs otherways diſpoſed than his 
own: In ſhort, ſhe abſolutely refuſed to obey ; and ha- 
ving an Army with her of 18, oo Men, with the Dukes 
of Somerſet and Exeter, the Earls of Wiliſbire and De- 
WH 2:7 /bire, the Lord Clifford, and a conſiderable Party of 
de Northern Nobility, ſhe hoped to manage better for 
their common Intereſt than her Huſband had done. 
The Duke of York being apprized of the Queen's Re- 
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But, to put the laſt Hand to this Affair, the Duke of King Henry VI, 
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7 . * 
; WY ſolution, and the Preparations ſhe had made to preſerve Another Army 
the Crown to her Son, marched down his Forces into *2ifed by the 


„ Wii North; and, leaving King Henry to the Care of the 
Earl of Warwic and the Duke of Norfolk, advanced, 
with the Earl of Sali/bury, as far as Wakefield. He had 
ziven Orders to his Son, the Earl of March, to follow 
and join him with what Forces he could raiſe ; and, till 
their Arrival, ſecured himſelf and his ſmall Army in the 
aſtle of Sandal, near the Town aforeſaid. The Queen 
yell knew that ſhe had no Time to loſe, and therefore 
ame herſelf in Perſon, at the Head of her Army, to at- 
ick the Duke before his Son could come to his Aſſiſts 
ce. The Duke was ſcarce 5000 ſtrong; but his great 
ourage was the Occaſion of his Ruin, for ſcorning to 
e cooped up in a Caſtle by a Woman, contrary to the 
Advice of the Earl of Saliſbury and other old Officers, 
nce, Ne ventured to give her Battle; where, being overpower- 
ages, by Numbers, he bravely fell, and his ſmall Army 


4 0 Sur, with many more of Note; but none is fo 
it thefWEmarkable as the Death of the young Earl of Rutland, 
10ioF-ice twelve Years old, who was butcher'd by the Lord 
Reed after the Battle was over, becauſe he had the 
fortune to be Son to the Duke of York. 

The Heroine Margaret was much elated at this Vic- 
J), and the Death of her greateſt Enemy: She firſt 
ered his Head to be ſtruck off, crowned with Paper 
Veriton, and, with the Heads of the Earl of Saliſ- 
y and others, ſet on one of the Gates of Yort; then 
ached Southward with her victorious Army to deliver 
[Yuſband; and, in a new Parliament, to get the late 


X 3 Ac- 


Queen. 


wu ere cut in Pieces. With him was ſlain alſo the Earl The Duke of 


ork, and many 


others ſlain; 
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King Henry VI. Accommodation with the Houſe of York annulled aud 

ſet aſide, For ſome Time longer Fortune was he; 

Friend; ſhe defeated the Earl of VMarwick near St. J. 

[ 310 ] an's, retook the King, and marched for London with 

0 her Forces, in order to complete her Deſign. Bu 

hearing that the young Earl of March, now Duke 9 

York, had beaten the Earl of Pembroke in Wales, aud 

was marching towards her, joined with the Earl of //ar. 

wick and his ſcatter'd Troops, ſhe changed her Rout and 

went Northward, not having any Confidence, in Caſe 

of a Battle, in the Londsners, or her Southern Subject 

Edward, being informed of this, marched direcily for 

the Capital, where he was joyfully received; and haying 

aſſembled all the Biſhops and Lords that were in Town, 

£ along with the principal Citizens, like Alexander, he cu 

4 the Knot at one Stroke, which his Father had fo long 

| been endeavouring to unlooſe. In ſhort, in that Aſſem- 

bly he claimed the Crown, firſt by an undoubted here. 

8 ditary Right, and next by an Infraction of the ſeventh 

| Article in the Accord made between Herry and his Fs. 
| 


ther in the laſt Parliament, which the ſaid Henry had 
broke. The Affair was puſhed ſo warmly, that he wi, 
But his Son Ed- upon the Spot, declared King, by the Name of E. 
ward proves vie- ward IV. March 4, 1461, being then juſt twenty Vea fin. 
— King. of Age. The next Day he made a ſolemn Proceſſa It is 
through the City, firſt to St. Paul's, and next to % the 
minſter Abbey, and was proclaimed King by the T vio 


| aforeſaid, with the uſual Ceremonies. Cue 


EDIWAR 


f ENGLAND. 


Vi & Armis, as it were, had yet much to do to get 
poſſeſſion of the Crown; for the heroic Margaret was 
{till at the Head of an Army, compoſed of all the Forces 
belonging to the Red-Roſe Party, fighting for a Kin 
who had bcen long recognized as ſuch, and which had 
been twice victorious in, what was then call'd, the Royal 
Cauſe. Edward, therefore, had no Time to loſe ; he 


Lindon, but to leave it immediately, and march towards 
York, The Queen was then in that City, and hearin 

„oc his Approach, ſhe ſent out her Army, —— 
by the Duke of Somerſet, the Earl of Northumberland, 
b and the. Lord Clifford, to meet him. Some Advantage 
vas gained by theſe Generals at firſt, by the Surprize of 
„dhe important Poſt of Ferrybridge ; but the Yorki/ts ha- 
MJ ving quickly regained it, they marched over the River 


knew very well that he had no other Way to ſecure + 
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L 


hre, and met the Bulk of the Queen's Army drawn up The fatal Battle 


Towton, about two Miles South-Weſt of Tadcaſter, 

It is not to our Purpoſe to enter into the Particulars 
of this bloody Engagement ; the greateſt and moſt ob- 
ſtinate that, to this Day, was ever fought in this Iſland, 
It is ſufficient to ſay that Edward was victorious, after 
the Slaughter of above 36,000 Engliſbmen on both Sides, 
who then fell by each other's Swords, King Henry, his 
Queen, and Son, fled into Scotland; and Edward march- 
ed into York, where he ſoon took down the Heads of his 
Father, the Earl of Saliſbury, and others, which had been 
put over one of the City-Gates; and placed in their 
Room the Heads of ſome of the moſt mortal Enemies 
od his Houſe, who were taken or ſlain in the Battle. 

Edward ftaid ſome Time at York, to fix the Nor- 
tiern Provinces more fully in his Intereſt; and, leaving 
every Thing quiet in thoſe Countries, he returned to 
Lindon, and was ſolemnly crowned ſoon after at J/e/?- 
niger, with the uſual Ceremonies. Then, to ſettle all 
her Matters of State on the moſt laſting Foundation, he 


AR 


in Order of Battle, in the Fields near a Village called of Toten. 
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A Parliament 


ummoned a Parliament, by Writs dated at Weſtminſter, call'd. 


lay 2.3, to meet at the ſame Place on the 6th Day of 
fuly following : But becauſe the King of Scots was en- 
fre into England with an Army, in Favour of King 

Henry, 
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K. Edward IV. Henry, Edward and his Council thought proper to poſt- 


pone the Meeting of the Parliament; and, by other 
Writs, 8 26, the ſame Peers were ſummoned 


The Parliamentary HisTory 


to appear at /Ye/iminſier on the 4th Day of November 
following . The former Writ of Summons, directed 
to Thomas 5 Archbiſhop of Canterbury, is in the uſual 


Stile with the reſt of the Biſhops, Abbots, and Priors, 


The Names of 
the Peers. 


[ 313 ] 


as well as the Temporal Lords ; but the Names of the 
latter, in this firſt Parliament after ſo great a Revolution, 
may not be unacceptable to a curious Inquirer, 


The KING to his dearly-beloved Couſin, 


John Duke of 1 John Lord Stourton, of 
Richard Earl of Warwick Stourton, 
and Sarum, William Bourchier, Lord 


John Earl of Oxford, 


illiam Earl of Arundele, 
Ralph Earl of Veſimore- 
land, 
Henry Viſcount Bourchier, 
Edmund Lord Grey, of Ru- 
thin, 
James Lord Berkeley, 
George Lord Latimer, 
Ralph Lord Grayftsch, 
William Lord Bottreaux, 
obn Lord Beauchamp, 
obn Lord Audley, 
omas Lord Scroope, of 
Maſham, 
ohn Lord Clinton, 
ohn Lord Lovel, 
Edward Nevil, Lord Ber- 
gavenny, 
Edward Brook, Lord Cob - 
ham, 
Reginald Lord Gray, of 
Wilton, 


Fitz-MWaryn, 
Henry Bromflete, Lord Jeſ- 


45 

Ralph Lord Boteler, of 
Sudley, 

Thomas Lord Gray, of 
Rugemond, 

Jobn Lord Sutton, of Dud- 
ley, 

William Fynes, Lord Say, 

Richard Fynes, Lord Dacre, 

William Nevile, Lord Fau- 
conberg, 

Fohn Bourchier, Lord Bar- 


ners, 

Richard Welles, Lord Wil- 
loughby, 

Sir Henry Fitz- Hugh, 

Sir Henry Grey, 

Sir Richard Met, 

Sir Thomas Stanley, 

Sir John Nevile, Lord Mon- 


tacute. 


Beſides theſe Lords, &c. other Writs were directed to 
ſummon the twelve Judges there named, and, in the 


Writs 


f Dugdale's Summons to Parliament, Anno 1 Edward IV. W. Prynte, 
the Publiſher of Carton's Abridgement, has made ſad Miſtakes in the Dates 


of theſe two Writs. 


5 Bourchier, Le Newt's Faſti Ecc, Ang. 
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Writs for altering the Time from Fuly to November, K. Edward Iv. 


ſeven are called to fit in the Houſe of Peers l. 


The Parliament met at the Time and Place laſt ap- Anno Regal Is 
1461, 


Wefiminſters 


pointed ; when, in the Preſence of the King fitting on the 


Throne, and of the Lords and Commons, George Bi- At 


ſhop of Exeter declared the Cauſe of the Summons in 
a notable Oration, taking for his Theme Bonas facite 
Vias veſlras & Studia veſtra. After which he ordered 
the Commons to chuſe, and the next Day to preſent, 
their Speaker, 

The Clerks of Parliament about this Time frequently 
omit a Tranſcript of the Lord-Chancellor's Oration, 
and only ſay, Collocatione per prefatum Cancellarium no- 
tabiliter facta & completa, idem Cancellarius, c. By 
which we loſe, no doubt, a good deal of curious Hiſtory; 
for though ſome of theſe Speeches are meer Sermons, 
vet there are others of them, as the Reader may have 
obſerved in the Courſe of this Work, which convey the 
Reaſons of State for calling of Parliaments from Year 
to Year, and cannot but be very intereſting to this Sub- 
jet; as, without Queſtion, what this Chancellor de- 
clared, at this critical Time, muſt have been the ſame. 

The Receivers and Triers of Petitions for England, 
Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, with Gaſcaigny and the 
Iſles, being, according to antient Cuſtom, appointed, on 
the third Day of their Sitting the Commons preſented to 


common Proteſtation, was allowed. 

Though we are left ſhort in the Lord-Chancellor's 
Speech at the Opening of this Parliament, yet we are 
not ſo in one made to the King by this new Speaker of 
the Commons; for we find, on Record, that, on the 12th 
Day of November, or the 8th of this Seſſion, Sir James 
Strangewates, at the Head of the Commons, came before 
the King and Lords, and there ſpoke, or read, the De- 
Claration following ; which, for the Singularity of it, 
having never met with ſuch an Affair before, we give in 
it own Diction and Orthograpby. 

Moo ſt 


b Cam Prelatis, Magnatibus, & Proceribus dicti Regni Collaguium babere 
© Trafatum, Summonitiones ad Parliamenta, 1 Edward IV. 

| George Newile, Brother to the famous Earl of Farzwich, afterwards 
{chbiſkop of York, Le Newe's Feſfli, S., 


the King Sir James Strangewaies, Knight, to be their - 
Speaker; whoſe Excuſe being rejected, he, with the warts choſes 


Speaker, 


* 


James 
RANGE“ 


— 
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K. Edwerd IV. Most Chriften Kyrg , right high and myghty Prynce, 


His Speech to 
the King in Par- 
NH 


and our aller moot drede Soverayne, and natural. 


Liege Lord. 
0 WE your humble and true Subgetts, the Com- 
c 


myns of this your noble Reame, comyn to 
© this your high Courte of Parlement by your high Com. 
© mandement, have as grete Cauſe to calle, and calle 
© to the Tenderneſſe of our Mynde, as ever had People 
< Iyvyng under eny Chriſten Prynce, the honorable and 
© noble Devoir that it hath pleaſed your Highneſſe to 
put the ſame in of pryncely and knyghtly Prowefle and 
© Corage for the Redempcion of your ſeid Reame and 
© Subgetts from the Perſecucion and Tyrannye of your 
and theire grete and inſaciable Ennemytees. 

For the f; where, incontynent after the pitouſe 
© and dolorouſe Deth of that noble and famous Prynce, 
© and our right honorable Lord, of worthy Memotrie, 
your Fader the Duc of York, very and rightful Heire, 
* and, in Right, Kyng of the ſaid Reame, the Erles of 


© Pembroke, and Milteſbire gadering and accompaynyng 


© towarde theym a grete Nombre of Men of guerrable 
© Array, to have removed out of the Marches of Male, 
into the North Parties, to have there aſſiſted Marga- 
© rete, late called Quene of Englond, hir Son Edward, 
© the Ducs of Exceſire and Somerſet, and other Lordes, 
© purpoſyng to have proceded to the Deſtruction of your 


ſeid Reame and Subgetts, it pleaſed your high — 
| eth 


© though all the Sorrowe and Lamentation for the 
© of the ſeid noble and famous Prynce was not a little 
in your noble and naturall Remembrance, to adjoine 
© your mooſt noble Perſone, of knyghtly Corage, accord- 
© yng to the Nature of your high Birth, and the tender 
« Zele and naturall Love that your ſeid Highneſſe bare 
© unto the Defence and Tuition of your ſeid Reame and 
© Subgetts, and to the Reſiſtence of the maliciouſe En- 
6 tent and Purpoſe of the ſeid Erles, and to procede of 
« pryncely Proweſſe agenſt theym in Bataille; uppon 
s whom it pleaſed Almighty God to graunt unto your 
6 ſeid Magefte the Hande of Victorye, chaſyng uppon 
6 theym untyll they were drvven of Drede of your ſeid 
Nobley 
k Rot, Parl. 1 Edward IV. No. 2. 
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£ Nobley into the Confynes and Corners of your Lord- K. Edward Iv. 


« ſhip of Males, to the grete and grounded Joye and 
Conſolacion of your ſeid Reame and Subgetts. 

For the ſecunde; where the grete Laboure and 
Payne that it pleaſed your good Grace to take in that 
«noble and worſhypfull Journey aſked, after that of 
© Reaſon, natural Reſt and Eaſe of Refreſhment; yit 
© natheleſs at ſuche Tyme as the ſeid Margarere, Ed- 
ward hir Son, and Dukes and other Lordes aboveſeid, 
© commyng from the North Parties of your ſeid Reame, 
* deſtroying and ſpoilyng the ſame in their Commyng, 
© neither ſparyng Godd's Chirch, the Violacion there- 
«© of, his Miniſters of the ſame, ravyſhyng and defoul- 
© ynge religious Wemmen, Maydens, W ydowes, and 
© Mennes Wyfes; ſheyding, in Manner of Tyrannye, 
© immenſe Blode, entendyng to the fynall and extreme 
« Deſtruction and Subverſion of your ſeid Reame, ap- 
© peryng experiently by their cruell Violence; it pleaſe 
your Magnificence, of the Plenteth of Tenderneſſe 
that ye bare to your ſeid naturall Subgetts, to forget 
and leye away the Weryneſſe that grew by the ſeid 
$ Laboure in the ſeid Felde, and the Faſe that Reaſon 
* wold ye ſhuld have uſed conveniently therby, and 
© with all Celerite advaunced your ſeid mooſt'noble Per- 
$ ſone to your Cite of London, for the Socour, Relef, and 
© Toy therof, and the Redemption of the ſeid Reame. 

For the third; where, at your commyng to your 
© ſeid Cite, it pleaſed your noble and benigne Grace, of 
the Plenteth of Tenderneſſe that it pleaſed unto the 
© ſame to bare of naturall Love unto your ſeid Subgetts, 
© havyng their Defence and Suertee in herty and piteous 
Affection, and their lamentable Exclamation therof in 
* the Nyhneſſe of your gracious Benyvolence to take 
© uppon you, to the Pleaſure of Godd, and the infinite 
and aſſured Joy of all your ſeid Subgetts, the Reigne 
© and Governance of the ſeid Reame, wherunto ye be 
* right wiſely and naturally borne ; and, with all reſon- 
able convenient Haſte, to remove from thens toward 
the ſeid North Parties, arreyng, armyng, and ledyng 
your Batailles, lyke a victorious Prynce, for the Defence 
and Salvacion of your ſeid Reame and Subgetts agenſt 
your Adverſarie Henry, late called Kyng Henry the 
Sixt; and his Power- not oonly of your Rebelles, — 

allo 
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K. Edward IV. c alſo of Scotts and Frenſbmen, your Ennemyes, whome 


© he ſturred and reteyned to aſſiſt hym, arreyed and 
« armed, agenſt your ſeid Mageſte; the which not ſpa- 
$ ryng for any Jopardie, Perill, or Aventure, joynin 
your mooſt noble Perſone to the ſeid Defenſe and Sal- 
© yacion knyghtly of pryncely Corage recountred the 
< ſeid Power of your ſeid Adverſarye in your Shire of 
£ York, on Palme-Sonday laſt paſt, where Bataille waz 
< oeven and made agenſt your ſeid Magnificence, wher- 
© unto therin it pleaſed Almighty God to ſend to you 
© his Grace of Eviccion and the Hand of Victorie agenſt 
s your ſeid Adverſarie, Ennemyes, and Rebelles ; whome, 
« without any longer Reſt within your ſeid Reame, the 
© Drede of your mighty Power, and of the Renowne of 
© your knyghtly and pryncely Proweſle, drove and cha- 
© fed out of your ſeid Reame into the Parties of Scot- 
S land. 

* Mooſt Chriſten Kyng, right high and myghty 
© Prynce, and our aller mooſt drede and naturall Sove- 
< rayne and Liege Lord, the noble and condigne Me- 
* rites, pryncely and knyghtly Corage, in the grete and 
* vitoriouſe Acts afore rehearſed, the Beaute of Perſon- 
< age that it hath pleaſed Almighty God to ſend you, the 
< Wyſdome that, of his Grace, is annexed therunto, 
and the bleſſed and noble Diſpoſition and Application 
< of your ſeid Highneſſe to the commyn Wele and Po- 
$ licie of your ſeid Reame, and to Godd's Chirch of the 
© ſame, calleth upon us to give therfor as herty and en- 
© tier Lovyng to Godd as we can; and with all Hum- 
© bleneſle poſſible thanke your good and benigne Grace 


© ſhewed to our ſeid Redempcion and Salvacion in Man- 


© ner and Fourme afore declared. And ſith that our 
Lord, of his infinite Myght, hath called your ſeid high 
and nobley to reigne uppon us your humble Subgetts, 
according to your naturall Birth, to our gretteſt Joye 
and Conſolacion erthly, and hath geven unto you the 
Victorie of your ſeid Ennemyes, we havyng our ſingu- 
© ler Felecitee and Suertee in that concerneth the perfitte 
+ Suertee of your mooſt noble Perſone, and the long 
* Contynnance of your Reigne uppon us, and as deſirouſe 
© as eny Chriſten Subgetts to know and underſtand the 
© Doubte, Perills, and Inconvenience of the contrarie to 


be removed, biſeche, as lowly as we ſuffice, your __ 
„gelte 
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© geſte Roiall to have and take ſuch Perſones as have, of K. Edward IV. 
« approved Experience, adjoyned their Bodyes and Lyves 
© to this Recoveree of your ancyen Title and Right of 
© your ſeid Reame of Englond, and to the entreteignyng 
« thereof againſt your ſeid Adverſaries and Ennemyes, in 
« ſuch Favoir, Truſt, and Affection of your ſeid good 
© Grace, as accord with their condigne and approved 
« Merites ; and other Perſones in ſuch wiſe and prudent 
« Truſt and Aﬀeccion as accord with the aſſured Pro- 
e ſperite of your high Eſtate above all erthly Thinges, 
$ defired of all as your true Subgetts. 

« And that, as in the Time of the uſurped Reigne of 
© your ſeid Adverſarie Henry, late called King —— 
© the Sixt, Extorcion, Murdre, Rape, Effuſion of inno- 
© cent Blode, Ryot, and Unrightwiſneſſe were commynly 
© uſed in your ſeid Reame, without Punicion, we held 
for certeyne and undoubted, that it wol pleaſe your ſeid 
good Grace to preferre all Thyng that may ſerve to the 
© ſeid commyn Wele, to the Exerciſe of Juſtice and 
© Rightwiſneſſe, and to puniſh the grete and horrible 
© Oftendours, Extortionours, and Riotours, and have 
© Pite, Compaſſion, and Mercy uppon the Innocents to 
© Godd's Pleaſure; to whome we beſech to contynne and 
© proſper you noble Reigne longe uppon us your true 
© and lowly Subgetts, in Honour, Joye, and Felicite.” 


The next Thing we find that was done in this Par- 
liament, was to read a long Declaration of the King's [ 314 J 
Title to the Crown; containing, in Effect, what his 
Father had delivered to Parliament the 39th of the laſt 
Reign, To which was added a Recapitulation of the 
tyrannous Reign of Henry IV. with his heinous mur- 
cering of King Richard II. c. | 

After this an Act was paſled, by the general Conſent 
of both Houſes of Parliament, That King Edward IV. 
was, and is, undoubted King of England, from the 4th The Reign of 
Day of March then laſt paſt, when all the Eſtates yielded Henry IV. decla- 
themſelves obeiſant Subjects to the ſaid Edward IV. and —— | 
his Heirs for ever; affirming the Reign of Henry IV. to and his Family 
have been an Intruſion and Uſurpation. It was alſo en- diſinherited. 
acted, That King Edward IV. was ſeized of the Crown 
and Profits of the Realm of England, from the ſaid 4th 
Day of March, in ſuch Sort as King Richard II. enjoyed 

the 
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K. Edward IV. the ſame in the 23d Year of his Reign. In which AQ are 
many Proviſoes, and one general Proviſion for all Men's 
Rights, except thoſe who Gaim by Grants from HenryIV, 
Henry V. and Henry VI. I. The ſaid Henry of Derly, 
[ 315 ] Otherwiſe called Henry IV. and the Heirs of his Body 
coming, are, by this Act, utterly diſabled to enjoy any 
Inheritance, Eſtate, or Profits within this Realm or Do- 
minions of the fame for ever. And thus, ſays an Hiſto- 
rian, it is remarkable that the Law in this, and in the 
Attainder that followed, reached Henry, even under 

the Shelter of a King de Facto w. 

Then a whole Recital of the Concord, or Agreement, 
made between Henry VI. and Richard Duke of Yori, 
Anno 39 Henry VI. was read, and the Breach of it, by 
ſundry Means, was declared. By which Breach it was 
alſo declared, That King Edward IV. was diſcharged 
from the ſaid Concord, and that no Article of it ſhould 
bind him, as King, to that Agreement. 

1 316 ] Next follows a long Bill of Attainder of divers Per- 
fons, for the Death of Richard Duke of York and others; 
particularly Henry VI. Margaret late Queen of England, 
Edward called Prince of Wales, Henry late Duke of 
Somerſet, and Henry late Earl of Northumberland, Reci- 
ting, that William Lord Bonevile, and Sir Thomas Kyriel, 
Knights of the Garter, and Sir William Gower, Knt, 
Standard- Bearer to Richard Duke of York, were, againſt 
Law, beheaded and murdered. 

Another Bill of Attainder was paſſed againſt Thomas 
Courtney, late Earl of Devonſhire, Thomas Lord Roos, 
Jobn late Lord Nevile, Baldwyn Fulforth, Alex. Hodie, 
Nicholas Latimer, =_ Lutterel, Edmund Mountfort, 
Thomas Fyndern, Henry Lewis, Jobn Heron of Ford, 
Richard Tunſlal, Henry Bellingham, and Robert Mbit- 

tingham, 

I The Act of Parliament, which is very long, bears this Title amongſt 
the Statutes at large, viz. Which Acts, dene by King Henry IV. V. and VI. 
or by ot bers, during their Reigns, ſhall continue good, and which not, cap. |: 
The Preamble runs thus: For the eſchewing of Ambiguities, Doubts, and 
Diverſities of Opinions, which may rife, enſue, and be taken of and upon 
judicial Acts, and upon Exemplifications of the ſame made or had in the 
Time or Times of Henry IV. Henry V. his Son, and Henry VI. his Son, 
© or any of them, late Kings of England ſucceflively, in Deed and not of 
yn — another Act in the Statute-Books made this Parliament, 
which was, That Juſtices of Peace may award Proceſs upon Indictments 


taken in a Sheriff's Tourn, Arno 1 Edward IV. cap. ii. 
m Ceollier's Ecclefioflicu! Hiſicry, Bock VII. p. 6g. 


Attainders with- 
out Number, 
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tingham, Knights; Andrew Trollop, late of Guyſnes, Eſq; k. Edward Iv. 
with many other Eſquires, Gentlemen, and Yeomen, 
there named, for being at the Death of the Duke of York 
at Vakefield, the 3oth Day of December laſt paſt. And 

Henry Duke of Exeter, William Viſcount Beaumont, 
Jobn late Lord Clyfford, Leonard Lord Welles, Thomas 
Grey, late Lord Rougemont, Randolf late Lord Dacre, 
Humphrey Dacre, Philip Wentworth, William Rawkeſley, L 317] 
Edmand Hampden, Thomas Findrey, John Courtney, Fohn | 
Ormond, alias Botler, William Milley, Simon Haynes, 
William Holland, called the Baſtard of Exeter, Thomas 
Ormond, alias Botler, Thomas Everingham, Henry Roos 
of Rockingham, with ſeveral other Eſquires, Gentlemen, 
Yeomen, and Prieſts, were attainted for being againſt 
King Edward IV. the 29th of March laſt, being Palm- 
Sunday, in the Fields called Saxton Fields, and Tototon 
Fields, in the County of York. 

King Henry VI. Queen Margaret, Prince Edward, 
and ſome others, there named, are attainted for deliver- 
ing up the Town of Berwick to James King of Scots, on 
the Feaſt of St. John the Evangeliſt laſt paſt : Likewiſe 
for practiſing to deliver up the Caſtle and City of Car- 
le to the Scots, And the laſt- named Perſons, with 
A 17 Earl of Pembroke, Fame; Earl of Wilts, Robert 
l rd Hungerford, with certain Prieſts and Friars, were 


c Ate Rnd 


| alſo attainted, for procuring foreign Princes to invade 
| the King and Realm. 
* Henry VI. with certain Perſons afore- named, John 


Firteſcue, William Talbois, and other Eſquires, Gentle- 
- men, Prieſts, and Friars, were attainted for being in the 

Field againſt King Edward IV. in the Biſhopric of Dur- 
F bam, the 18th Day of June laſt paſt. And the Duke of 
hu, Exeter aforeſaid, Jaſper Earl of Pembroke, and others, 
were attainted for raiſing War againſt the King at Tute- 


= bill, near Carnarvon, in Wales, on Friday next after the 
VL Feaſt of St. Edward laſt. paſt, 

5. i The Attainder and Forfeiture of all and ſingular the 
f - Hereditaments of the aforeſaid Henry VI. . namely 


de of all the Land belonging to the Duchy of Lancaſter; 
Sen, chat the ſaid King Edward IV. ſhall hold the ſaid Duchy 
and County Palatine of Lancaſter, to him and to his Heirs 
Kings of England, with all Offices and Liberties to the 
ame belonging, ſeparate from the Crown; and that the ( 3:8 ] 
Tenants 
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K. Edward IV. Tenants of the ſaid Duchy do enjoy all their Liberties, 
in ſuch wiſe as when Henry VI. held the ſame on the 
3d Day of March laſt. 

And Reſtitutions After paſling all theſe Bills of Attainder and Forfei. 
tures, the Parliament went upon Acts of Reſtitution; 
and the whole Proceſs of Judgment, as well by Parlia- 
ment as otherwiſe, againſt Richard Earl of Cambridge, 
and ſeveral others, was utterly made void and repealed, 
The like Judgment in Parliament againſt Fohn Monta- 
gue, late Earl of Saliſbury, and Thomas Lord Deſpenſer, 
was made void; and Richard Earl of Warwick, and Am 
his Wife, the Daughter of I/abel, Daughter and Heir to 
the ſaid Thomas, in Right of the ſaid Ann, was reſtored 
to all the Hereditaments of the ſaid Thomas. Alſo Alice 
Counteſs of Saliſbury, Daughter to Thomas Montagu, 
Jate Earl of Saliſbury, Son of the ſaid John, was reſtored 
to all the Hereditaments of the ſaid John. Laſtly, The. 
mas Lumley, Knt. Son to Ralph Lumley, Knt. was allo 
reſtored to all the Hereditaments of the ſaid Ralph, and 
the Judgment againſt him made void. 

Theſe were all, or moſt of, the Acts and Ordinances 
which paſſed this Parliament. At the Cloſe of the Sel- 
ſion, on the 21ſt Day of December, the King came to 
the Houſe, and, ſending for the Commons after they 
had given their Aſſent to the Attainder Bills and the reſt, 
addreſſed himſelf to them as follows n: 


James STRANGEWAIES, and ye that be commyn for 
Common of this my Lond. 


FOR Edward's R the true Hertes and tender Conſideracions that yt 
Speech to his have had to my Right and Title, that y and my An- 


firſt Parliament. cores have had unto the Coronne of this Reame, the whic 
from us have bene long Time withelde ; and note, thank: 

ed be Almyghty God, of whos Grace groweth all Vifty, 

by your true Hertes and grete Aſſiſtens, y am reſtored unit 

f 319 ] That that is my Right and Title/wherefore y thanke you dt 
hertely as y can. Alſo for the tender and true Hertes that 

ye have ſhewed unto me, in that ye have tenderly had in 
Remembraunce the Correccion of the horrible Murdre and 

cruel Deth of my Lord my Pader, my Brother Rutland, 

and my Coſyn of Salyſbury, and other, y thanke = righ 

erte!yy 


n Ex Ore ſuo propric takter q allacatut. Rot. Parl. 1 Ldteard IV. 
No. 38. | 


if ENGLAND. 


337 


urtely, and y ſhall be unto you, with the Grace of A. k. Edward IV» 


mighty God, as good and gratious Sovereign Lord as ever 
was eny of my Noble Progenitours to their Subgettes and 
Liegemen : And for the feithfull and lovyng Hertes, and 
alfa the grete Labours that ye have borne and ſuſleyned to- 
wards me, in the recouering of my ſaid Right and Title 
which y now poſſeſſe, y thanke you with all my Herte, and 
if y bad eny better Good to reward you withall then my 
Body ye ſpuld have it, the which ſhall alwey be redy for 
yur Defence, never ſparing nor letting for noo Feopardie; 
jraying you nll of youre herty Aſſtens and good Contynu- 
ance, as y ſhall be unto you youre veray rightwiſſe and 
huyng liege Lord. 


After the King had ended his plain, but honeſt, Speech, 
the Record tells us that the Lord - Chancellor ſtood up and 
declared, That ſince the whole Buſineſs of this Parlia- 
nent was not yet concluded, and the approaching Feſtival 
of Chri//mas would obſtruct it, he therefore, by the King's 
Command, prorogued the Parliament to the 6th of May 
next enſuing. At the ſame Time he told them, the King 
had put out a Proclamation againſt giving of Liveries and 
Badges, contrary to Law, alſo againſt Maintenances, 
Robberies, and Murders ; all, and every of which, the 
Biſhops, Lords, and Commons there preſent, promiſed to 
obey, and to ſee obſerved throughout the Kingdom. 

Theſe were the Tranſactions of this firſt Parliament 
led by this King, as they ſtand on Record; and of 
phich few or none of our Hiſtorians have taken any 
Notice, The Hiſtory of Creyland, indeed, near con- 
emporary with theſe Times, obſerves, * That Edward 
having gained the laſt Victory near T adca/ter, kept his 
later at York with great Splendour; and having ſet- 
ed all Things to his Mind, for the Preſervation of 
„he North, he returned to London, where he was ſoon 
ul iter crowned at Meſiminſier That in a Parliament, 
called immediately after, almoſt every Act of State, 
that had been done by three preceding Kings, was 
relumed or annulled : That all the Coin of the King- 
dom, both in Gold and Silver, was changed and new 
ruck, that, at length, the very Name of Henry might 
u be blotted out: That, by the Act aforeſaid, two Char- 
ters of Poſſeſſions and Liberties granted to their Abbey 
Vor. II. * « by 
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K. Edward1V,6 hy King Henry V. and VI. were rendered abſolutely 


invalid: And that, in thoſe Days, the Kingdom was 
© reduced to Obedience, for which Mercy, granted from 
Heaven againſt its Enemies, Thankſgiving to Almigh- 
© ty God was rendered by every one v. | 

Mr. Habington, in his Life of King Edward IV. ſays, 
That at his Coronation, being ſeated in the moſt per. 
ſpicuous Place of the Great Mal at Weſtminſter, he 


| 

| 

himſelf made an open Declaration of his double Title to 

the Crown: © Firſt, by Deſcent, as before mentioned; Will 

and next, by Authority of Parliament; which, upon Wil } 
Examination of the late Duke of Yor#'s Title, conferr'd WM. 

© the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom immediately on him or F 

© his Heirs, when Henry VI. ſhould make Forfeiture of 7 

© it by Death, Reſignation, or Breach of that Accord il 7 

© ſworn there ſo ſolemnly between them: And that this Will , 

Accord was broken, the Slaughter of the {aid Duke, 

© oppreſſed with unequal Numbers of Henry's Party, at he 

© the Battle of /Yakefield, did but too ſadly manifeſt. i . 

< Nevertheleſs, he proteſted he would forego the Juſtice Will ,, 

© of his Claim, rather than enter upon it without their Wi 14 

free Vote. At which, unanimouſly, the Aſſembly cried i . 

< out, King Edward, King Edward; joyful that their «; 
Voices might confirm him King, who had deigned i ha 

them fo humble a Compliment, as to profeſs that he he, 

would not receive the Title without their Suffrage. Wl x; 

In another Place, the ſame Author makes this Remark, 8 aj 

© That perhaps this Ceremony did then appear neediu, Wl tha 

© in regard the ſame Voices had vowed Obedience to old 
another: Otherwiſe, whoſoever ſhall alledge that the gut 

< Suffrage of the Multitude is neceſſary to confirm 2M Fan 
Prince, deſtroys the Right of Succeſſion, and in Thy 1,; 

the Monarchy, which fo long and triumphantly hau the 

© ruled this Nation,” But to return to the furthe 8 

; Proceedings of this Parliament. prey 
— — At the Cloſe of this Parliament, Hiſtorians tell wi nen 
amoneft his own that Edward beſtowed great Largeſſes to his Friends e; 
Friends. out of the Eſtates forfeited by his Enemies v. Nor yo the { 
0 Pacatum eſt igitur Regnum Diebus iſtis, et pro concgſſo cælitus de 1s | 
Ws wor — rao Populi Ho * == ann pott by t 
Deo, Hiſt. Croyland Continuatio, Ed. Gal. p. 533. ent 

— gui, ut eft in veteri Verbo, laborantem Agricolam of ortet pin 

de — percipere, primum omnium de Sententia et Auctoritate Corali 1 
ſuis Militibus bene meritis Agros illorum, qui Hentici Parties Ifen! r L. 


afribuit, &c, Poly. Verg. Hiſt. Ang. p. 513. 
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either Proximity of Blood or Merit had rendered dear 
to him. His two remaining Brothers, George and Rich- 
ard, he created Dukes; the former of Clarence, the 
other of Gloucęſter. John Lord Nevile, Brother to the 
Earl of Warwict, he made Viſcount Montacute, after- 
wards Marquis of Montacute. Henry Bourchier, Bro- 
ther to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, was created Earl 
of Eſſex, and William Lord Fauconberg, Earl of Kent - 
He raiſed ſeveral others to the Title of Barons, and 
honoured many with Knighthood. Puniſhments ſuc- 
ceeded to Rewards; for John Earl of Oxford, Aubrey 
de Vere, his Son, Sir John Tiddenham, Knight, William 
Tirel and Walter Montgomery, Eſqrs. were, without any 
Trial, attainted and convicted of Treaſon, and heheaded 
on Tower-Hill a. 

Though the great Earl of JYarwick is not mentioned 
here as receiving any higher Titles and Rewards, yet 
a contemporary Hiſtorian * aſſures us, that he was not 
without an ample Share of the latter. He had ſeveral 
Manors and Lordſhips beftowed upon him by the King; 
ſome out of Crown Lands, and others that were con- 
fiſcated. He was conftituted Governor of Calais, and 
had other great Offices; ſo that our Author has himſelf 
heard that he received annually, in Penſions and theſe 
Kind of Profits, $0,000 J. beſides his own Inheritance. 
All theſe enabled him to ſpend the moſt in Hoſpitality 
that ever any Subject did before him; of which our 
older Chronicles give ſome ſtrong and familiar Inſtances. 
But an unwarrantable Defection afterwards from the 
Family who had beſtowed theſe Gratuities upon him, 
loft this great Man his whole Income, and his Life into 
the Bargain. 

Some new Commotions happening about this Time, 
prevented King Edward from meeting this laſt Parlia- 
ment at the Fime of the Prorogation z therefore it 
s entered on the Roll, That, on the 6th of May, in 
the ſecond Year of his Reign, becauſe the King could 
not attend there, Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
by the King's Letters Patent, diſſolved the ſaid Parlia- 
ment, Dugdale has given * a Summons to a Parliament 

5 | 

Halls Chronicle, Anno 1461. Habington in Kennet, p. 433. ” 

Le Memoires de Phil, de Commines, Livre III. chap, iv. 
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K. Edward IV. at York, to be held the 5th Day of February, An. 2 Ed. 


* 


Anno Reeni 3. 
1463. 


At Weſtminſeer, 


ward IV. and another the ſame Year to JWVe/tmin/tr f 
the 29th of Apri/; but no Notice is taken, in that Ay. 
thor, of any other Parliament till the 6th of this King, 

However the Records give us the Proceedings of 2 
Parliament ſummoned by Writs, dated February 28, 
to meet at Meſtminſter the 29th of April, Anno 3 Ed. 
ward IV. When and where being all met as uſual, 
George Biſhop of Exeter, then Lord-Chancellor, decla- 4 
red the Cauſe of the Summons in a Speech upon this 
Subject, Quia judicatis Terram diligitis Fuſlitiam; but 


this is again omitted in the Record; only, in the Cloſe, of 
he directed the Commons to chuſe a Speaker; and, on u. 
Joux Sar, Eſq; the third Day of the Seflion, they preſented 7% Say, Wl 17 
«hoſen Speaker. Eſq; who was accepted. ho 
The only Tranſaction of this firſt Seſſion of Parlia- P. 
ment was, to grant the King an Aid of 37,0007. to be ¶ vp 
levied on the 6 Goods and Chattels, mi 
in the Counties, Cities, and Towns, according to a co 
Rate there expreſſed. And; on the 17th Day of Jun, 20 
: in the Preſence of the King, Lords, and Commons, the WW mo 
Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, gave Thanks Wi in | 
to the Commons for the Subſidy granted; and becauſe 
the Scots had entered England and joined with his Re- MW. ( 
bel Subjects, which required the King's going in Per- fore 
ſon againſt them, he prorogued the Parliament from the Cor 
ſame Day unto the 4th of November next at Meſimirſer. the 
On the ſaid 4th Day of November, Thomas Archbi- Wn, 
ſhop of Canterbury, the King's Kinſman, by his Letten St. 
Patent, held and continued the Parliament; and the Wai 
A Subfidy, ſame Day the Chancellor told them that the King, out I 
| of his meer Grace, "releaſed unto the Commons boool. Moce; 
Parcel of the Grant aforeſaid ; whereupon it was en- tou 
acted that 31,000 J. ſhall be levied in Manner of a Fi 
teenth, and be called by that Name. And then the bun, 
Chancellor, in the King's Name, and as his Lieutenant, Ve, 
[ 323 ] adjourned the ſaid Parliament from that Day to tic ) 
-—- to 20th of February enſuing, at York. D N 


At which Time and Place being again aſſembled, 
William Biſhop of Lincoln“, by Command of * 
; Arch- 

* Itis only V. Lincoln Epiſc. in the Record. Here muſt be ſome Mike 
for there was no #i/liam or Malter Biſhop of Lincoln, according to Le Ner- 


Faſti, at that Time, John Cledꝛvorth was then Biſhop, and died fo, An 
1471. 
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ters Patent, held the ſaid Parliament, and adjourned it 
over from the ſaid Day to the firſt Day of May next 
enſuing, at York as aforeſaid. The Reaſon for this laſt 
: WH Adjournment is ſaid to be, Becauſe that ſome Conſpi- 
» Wl racies and Rebellions being raiſed againſt the King in 
Glouce/ler ſhire, he was obliged to go in Perſon to ſup- 
, preſs them, | 


On the firſt of May the Lords and Commons were 
gain aſſembled, in the great Hall, within the Palace 
of the Archbiſhop at Yor. The King's Letters Patent 
were read, conſtituting and appointing Richard Earl of 


hold and continue the ſaid Parliament, from the ſaid firſt 
Day of May to the 25th Day of November following; and 
upon reading thereof the Abbot of Fountain's, by Com- 
miſion under the Privy Seal, adjourned the ſame ac- 
cordingly, The Cauſe of which laſt Adjournment is 
aligned to be, That the King was buſily employed in the 
more Northern Parts, for the ſuppreſſing of Rebels, and 
in Defence of the Kingdom againſt a foreign Invaſion. 


On the 26th of November, at the ſame Place as be- 
fore, the Parliament once more met; when the ſame 
Commiſſioners were appointed to hold and prorogue 
the ſaid Parliament from that Day to the 26th of Ja- 
mary next enſuing, at Weſtminſter, and the Abbot of 
dt. Mary's in York, by the King's Appointment, pro- 
iogued the ſame accordingly. 

Theſe Interruptions and diſtant Adjournments were 
occaſioned by the Unſteadineſs of the Times : Edward, 
though in Poſſeſſion of the Crown, yet it was not fo 
irmly fixed on his Head, but his Enemy Margaret 
Jound Means to ſhake it. Some Aids ſhe had from 
rance ; but they were diſcomfited on their Landing in 
te North, by the Baſtard Ogle. However, by giving 
? Berwick, and ſome other Fortreſſes on the Borders, 
o the Scots, ſhe got ſome Forces in that Country, and, 
arching into Northumberland with them, took the 
alle of Bamburgh, and paſſed forward to the Biſhop- 

Y ric 
This was William Boothe, who died the next Year, Arno 1464, fand 
= ſucceeded by George Nevile, Brother to the Earl of Warwick, Le 


"es aft Ecclefig Ang. 
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Archbiſhop of York *, the King's Commiſſioner, by Let- K. Edward IV 


Anno Reęni 4, 
1464. 


At York, 


IVarwick and the Earl of Saliſbury his Commiſſioners to - 


U 324 } 


342 The Parliamentary His roxy 


K. Edeuard IV. ric of Durham, her Army daily increaſing: But they 
Ekvard defeats were met with, and defeated at Hegeley- Moor, by King 
two Armies Edward; and another Army, which was following with 
raiſed againſt King Henry, underwent the ſame Fate at Hexham, in 
him. Northumberland; Henry himſelf, with much Difficulty, 
eſcaping. Shortly after which, this unfortunate Prince 
came into England in Diſguiſe ; but, being betrayed, 
was apprehended at HJ/addington- Hall, in Lancaſhire, 2s 
King Henry ta- he ſat at Dinner“; from whence he was conveyed to 
ken Priſoner. London, with his Feet bound to the Stirtups, where he 
was arreſted by the Earl of IYarwick, and committed 
Priſoner to the Tower. 


The Parliament The 29th of January being come, the Parliament 
meet at min- met at Neſiminſter, according to the laſt Prorogation. 
fer, ater four And now we find that they had Time to do Buſineſs ; 
22 and the very firſt Act they went upon was to grant a 
ward a Subſidy Supply to the King; which was done too in a very ef- 
for Life, fectual and unuſual Manner: For the Commons, 
with the Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted to 
75. during his Life, the Subſidies following: 
irfl. 

* Tonnage and Poundage of every Engliſb Merchant 
0 —_— to the old Rate, For every Sack of Wool, 
£335. 4d. For every 240 Wooll-fells, 33 s. 4 d. For 
© every Laſt of Hides, 3/. 6s. 8 d. Of every Merchant 
Stranger, whether made Denizens or not, for every 
Sack of Wooll, 3 J. 65. 8 d. For every Laſt of Hides, 
f 325 ] © 31.135. 44. For every 240 Wooll-fells, 37. 6 f. 8 4. 
© with a Proviſo only made, That the Town of Calais 
© and the Soldiers in Garriſon there, may be victualled 
< and paid with Part of the ſaid Subſidics, according to 

© a Rate there ſtated.” | 
It was alſo ordained, * That the Treaſurer of Calais 
© be obliged, under a Penalty, to account yearly in the 
© Exchequer; and that he may diſpoſe of all the Offices 
© under him, in the Town or Marches of Calais, te 
© whom he pleaſes, to hold the ſame at the King's Will. 
The Government and Staple of Calais having bee! 
often mentioned in the Courſe of theſe Inquries, it wi 
not 


The antient Family of Pudſey, ſtill reſident at this Place, kcep 3 Pair 
of Shamois Stockings, a Pair of Gloves, and ſome other Relicts of thit 
King, which he left there when he was taken, 

| 


- — PS „ n n i. 1 
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out of the Memoirs of Philip de Commines. That Au- 
« thor tells us, That this was the richeſt Jewel in the 
« Engliſh Crown, and the moſt profitable Government 


ein Chriſtendom, if not in the whole World: That The $taple of 
© he was there ſeveral Times, during the Differences Calais accounted 
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not be amiſs, in this Place, to give ſome Account of it K. Edward IV. 


© between the Houſes of York and Lancaſter, and was for. 


told by the chief Officer of the Staple for Cloth, that 
© he would willingly farm the Government of the Town 
© at fifteen thouſand Crowns per Annum; for the Gover- 
©nor of Calais receives all Profits on that Side of the 
Sea, has the Benefit of Convoys, 2nd the entire Diſ- 
poſal and Management of the Guriſon * 

And, in another Place, the ſame Author tells us, 
© That it is almoſt incredible what prodigious Return for 
their Woolls the Merchants make twice every Year 
© from that Place.” But to proceed. 

Next came on, in this Seſſion, the Attainders of ſeveral 
more Perſons of Quality, and others, who were ſlain or 
taken in the late Battles; particularly Henry Beaufort, 
late Duke of Somerſet, was attainted for raiſing War 
z2ainſt the King, and joining with Henry VI. at the 
Battle of Hexhgm, in the County of Northumberland, 
on the 8th Day of May laſt paſt. 

Sir Ralph Piercy, Knight, was alſo attainted for deli- 
rering up the King's Caſtles of Bamburgh and Dunſtan- 
burgh to Henry, and for raiſing War againſt the King 
at the Battle at Hegeley- Moor, in Northumberland, on 
the Day of the Feaſt of St. Mart laſt paſt 7. 


Themas Philips, Knights, many other Eſquires, Gentle- 
men and Yeomen, were likewiſe attainted for taking 
Part with Henry at Bamburgh, 

Edmund Beaufort and John Beaufort, Brothers to the 
aid Duke of Somerſet, Sir William Carie, alias Caree, 
Knight, and others, were alſo attainted for adhering to 


| Har- 
* Les Memoi res de Phil. de Commines, Livre iii. chap. iv. & chap. vi. 
Y This Sir Ralph Piercy is celebrated by all, or moſt, of our Engliſb 
Fiſtorians, for dying bravely at this Battle, and with theſe Words in his 
Mouth. I bave ſaved the Bird in my Breaſt ; meaning the Oath that he 
had {worn to King Henry, But, by the Bill of Attainder, it ſeems 
0 appear that he had been guilty of much Treachery, in delivering up 
wo Caſtles, which he had been entruſted with the Keeping of by King 
E:ward. And Hall, in his Chronicle, confirms this, by ſaying, That he 
foryot that he had before abandoned King Henry in his utmoſt Necetſity, 
us {baited hiniſelf to King Edward, Pol. cxxi. 
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More Attainders 
dir Humphrey Nevile, Sir Henry Bellingham, Sir *9*\"* Henry's 


Followers. 
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K. Edward IV. Margaret, late Queen of England. Some more of lef. 


ſer Note are mentioned; and to all the above- named 
Perſons, as the Record ſpeaks, the King had granted 
Pardon in the firſt Year of his Reign. And it was 
enacted, That the Attainders of the ſaid Duke of Somer- 


ſet, Humphrey Nevile, Ralph Peircy, Henry Bellinghan, 


An Act of Re- 


ſumption. 
3271 


and others, made Anno Regni 1. ſhall ſtand; and that 
the Reſtitutions to them made ſhall be void. A Procla- 
mation alſo was ordered to be iſſued out againſt ſeve- 
ral Knights, Gentlemen, and others, by Name, who 
had eſcaped from the Battles, That, iF they did not iel 
themſelves to the King's Mercy by ſuch a Day, they ſhauil 
fland attainted of High Treaſon, and incur the Pains if 
the ſame *. | 

hen an Act of Reſumption was paſſed," whereby 
the King took into his Hands all Manner of Heredita- 
ments belonging to the Crown, the Principality of 


. Wales, the Duchies of Cornwall and Lancaſter, and the 


dumptuary 
Lay 5s 


Earldom of Cheſter, from the Feaſt of the Purification 
of our Lady laſt before, in ſuch Manner as he had, or 
ought to have had, on the 4th Day of March, in the 
firſt Year of his Reign; any Letters Patent, or Grants, 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. And that all Grants, 
Leaſes, &c. made by the King, before the ſaid Feaki, 
of any Hereditaments belonging to his Duchy of York, 
or Earldom of March, be alſo void; but with many 
Proviſoes. | 

The laſt Act of this Parliament, that we think pro- 
per to mention, is, That whereas the Sum of 32,831 
was due to the Mayor and Company of the Merchants 
of the Staple of Calais, the King, by the Authority of 
Parliament, in order to content them, and diſcharge that 
Debt, aſſigned them a Power to take a yearly Rate out 
of the Subſidy on Wool! untill full Payment be made. 

There were ſeveral Statutes made, in this and the 
preceding Seſſions of this long Parliament, for the En- 
couragement of the Woollen Manufactory, and Trade 
in general ; which the Reader, if he pleaſes, may find 


in the Statute-Books, it being necdleſs here to take any 


further Notice of them. One Act or two, however, 
deſerves Mention, which was to reſtrain the exceſſive 


Vanity then uſed in Dreſs or Apparel, and to CICOUTage 
| the 


2 Rot. Parl. 4 Edward IV. No. 38. 
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che wearing of Home Manufactures; which Vanity, 
notwithſtanding the Deſtruction and Miſery the Civil 
Wars had occaſioned, was grown to a very great Height. 
One Thing, in particular, was the extravagant Way 
the People then had got of adorning their Feet. They 
wore the Beaks, or Pikes, of their Shoes ſo long, that 
it incumbered them in their Walking, and they were 
forced to tie them up to their Knees, The Gentlemen 
did it with Chains of Silver, or Silver gilt ; and thoſe 
who could not afford to be at that Charge, with Silk 
Laces. This ridiculous Faſhion had been in ſome Mea- 
ſure uſed, ever ſince Richard the Second's Time; but 
theſe enormous Pikes were now, by Act of Parliament, 
curtailed to two Inches, under a Penalty both to the 
Shoemaker and the Wearer *. 

We are told likewiſe, during one of theſe Seſſions of 
Parliament, a Convocation met at London, in which 
the Clergy very willingly gave a Tenth to the Crown, 
in Acknowledgment for an extenſive Charter lately 
granted them, And here, a Complaint being made of 
the Violation of Sanctuaries, the utmoſt Cenſures of the 
Church were decreed againſt thole who ſhould drag 
any Perſons out of Churches or other privileged Places, 
and carry them to Priſon. There was alſo a Conſtitu- 
tion paſſed for the Regulation of the Clergy's Habits b. 


After the Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament we meet 
with no other Summons for three Years ; during which 
Time Edward's Affairs were again thrown into a ver 
precarious Situation. The Earl of Y/arwick, his great- 
et Friend, had been diſgraced in an Embaſſy to the 
French King, to conclude a Marriage between the King 
of England and his Siſter, whilſt Edward was aCtuallv 
conſummating one at home with a Widow Lady, and 
one of his own Subjects*. The Earl, from a faſt 
Friend, became, on this, Edward's bittereſt Enemy; 
and, returning to Exgland, had the good Fortune, by 
vurprize, ta take King Edward Priſoner, and ſent lim, 
a3 ſuch, to his Caſtle of Midadlebam in Yorkſhire. Here, 
bein 
© See Statutes at Large, An. 4 Edward IV. cap. vii. S 
d Collier's Eccleſ. Hiſt. Vol. I. p. 680. 
© The Lady Elizabeth Gray, the Relict of Sir John Gray, lin at the 


Battle of Sr. Alban's, on King Henry's Side, She had been a Maid of 
Honour to Queen Margaret, and was herſelf crowned Queen of England, 


lay 26, 1465. 
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K. Edward IV. _ ſlenderly guarded, the King found Means to make 
his Eſcape, and ſoon after drove the Earl of J/arwicy, 
with the King's Brother, Geerge Duke of Clarence, who 
had alſo deſerted his Intereſt, out of the Kingdom. But 
returning ſoon after with Forces lent them by the French 

L 329 ] King, they reduced Edward to ſuch an Extremity, that 
he, in his Turn, was forced to fly the Kingdom ; and 
Henry, being releaſed from a long Confinement, was 
once more ſeated on the Throne. 


But in an Interval of theſe Commotions, and various 
Turns of Fortune, we find that a Parliament was ſum- 
moned by King Edward in the Year 1467, by Writs 
dated at Veſminſter the 28th of February, to meet at 
the ſame Place on the 3d Day of June following“. 
George Duke of Clarence, and Richard Earl of WWarwict 
and Sarum, are here both ſummoned as uſual. 
AnnoRegni 7. In the Preſence of the King, fitting on the Throne, 
1467. in the Painted-Chamber of the Palace of Veſiminſter, 
At Wefiminſ:er, and of the Lords and Commons, William Biſhop of Lin- 
coln ©, in the Abſence of George Archbiſhop of Vort, 
Chancellor of England, by the King's Command, de- 
clared the Cauſe of the Summons ; after which he or- 
2 dered the Commons to chuſe their Speaker, and preſent 
ir Joux Say ,. - - . 
choſen Speaker, him as uſual. Accordingly Sir John Say, Knight, was 
preſented, and accepted by the King. 
After which the King, with his own Mouth, made 
the following Oration to the Commons : 


John Say, and ye, Sirs, comyn to this my Court of Parle- 
ment for the Comon of this my Lond. 


Edward Speech H E Cauſe why y have cald and ſummoned this ny 
— _—_— preſent Parlement is, that y purpoſe te live upon ny 
nowne, and uot to charge my Subjects but in great and ur- 

gent ray concerning more the Weale of themſelves, and 

2 the Defence of them and of this my Realme, rather 

than mine owne Pleaſure, as heretofore by Comons of this 

Lond hath been done, and borne unto my Progenitours in 

Time of Need; wherein y truf! that yce, Sirs, and all 

{ 339 ] the Comons of this my Lond, will be as tender and kind! 
units 


b Dugdale places this Summons in the 6th of Edward IV. 
© So again in the Record, which makes us think there is ſome Miſtake 


in Le Neve's Faſti rather than in this great Authority. 
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unto me in ſuch Caſes as heretofore eny Commons have K. Edward JV. 


been to eny of my Progenitours And for the Good-will, 
Kindneſs, and true Hearts that yee have borne, continued, 
and ſhewed to me at all Times heretofore, y thanke you as 
hertily as y can; alſo y truſt yee will continue in Time 
ming; fer which, by the Grace of God, y ſhall be to 
you as good and gracious a King, and reign as rightwiſly 
upon you as ever did any of my Progenttours upon Comons 
of this my Realme in Dayes paſt ; and ſhall alſo, in Time 
of Need, apply my Perſon for the Weale and Defence of 
jou, and of this my Realme, not ſparing my Body nor Life 
for any Feopardy that might happen the ſame *. 


An Act of Reſumption was paſſed, the ſame in Effect 
35 the laſt Parliament; alſo another that the King ſhould 
for ever enjoy all ſuch Hereditaments as Richard late 
Duke of York poſſeſſed on the 3oth Day of December *, 
Anno 39 Henry VI. any Grant to the contrary notwith- 
ſanding : But this with a vaſt Multitude of Proviſoes. 

In —— of 33, ooo. due by the King to 
the Mayor and Company of Staplers at Calais, the 
King, for eight Years and a Half, granted unto the 
ſame Mayor all and ſingular the Cuſtoms and Subſidies 
on Goods going out of the ſaid Port, and all his Revenues 
in Calais and the Marches of the ſame, for the ſaid Term; 
they allowing yearly a certain Sum for the Soldiers 
Wages and — of the Works. This by Let- 
ters Patent. 

Richard Welles, Lord Willoughby *, Son and Heir of 
Lennard Welles, Lord Willoughby, was reſtored in Blood 
to the ſaid Lord Leonard, and to all his Hereditaments, 
notwithſtanding the Attainder made againſt the ſaid 
Leonard, Anno 1 Edward IV. As was alſo Sir 7 homas 
Tr-ham, Knight, and his Attainder made void. 

Theſe were moſt of the Tranſactions of the firſt Seſ- 
lon of this Parliament; for, on the 5th Day of Fuly, 
Robert 5 Biſhop of Bath and Wells, then Chancellor, in 


the 
From the Parliament-Roll, 7 Edward IV. This Speech is quoted 
by Sir Henry Yelverton, in his Argument concerning Impoſitions, 7 Fac. I. 
ian Acknowledgment on the Part of the King that he had no Right to 
impoſe at his owa Will, and that the Subject had a certain and diſtinct 
Property from that which was his own. 

* The Day he was Nin at the Battle of Wakefe/d. 

f Slain at the Battle of Tozo/on. 
3 Robert Stillington. Le Nevwe's Fafti, Cc. 


348 The Parliamentary His Tokr 


K. Edwerd IV. the Preſence of the King, Lords, and Commons, ffif 
anſwered certain Petitions from the Lower Houſe, ang 
[ 33! ] then thanked them, in the King's Name, for the Statute 
of Reſumption; aſſuring them, that the King had pro- 
vided for Calais; had taken the like Care tor Jreland 
and Wales; and further, that his Majefty deſired there 
might be a due Execution of the Laws. After which, 
by the King's Command, he prorogued the Parliament 
from the ſame Day and Place to the 6th of Novembe- 
next enſuing at Reading. And from thence the ſaid 
Chancellor again prorogued this Parliament, by the 
King's Command, from the ſaid 6th of November to the 
6th of May, at Reading aforeſaid. But they did not fit 
at that Place; for the Chancellor, at their next Meeting, 
adjourned them from the 6th of May to the 12th of the 
ſame Month at JPe/tmin/ler. 
After ſeveral Theſe frequent Prorogations were owing to the Un- 
— at quietneſs of the Times, which were far from being ſet- 
prorogued to . K * 
W:fmizfer, teled as yet; but, at this laſt Adjournment, the Parlia- 
ment ſat to do Buſineſs, and, beſides paſſing feveral be- 
neficial Acts for the further Encouragement of the 
Woollen Manufactures, &c. ſome Subſidies were grant- 
ed, which will be ſeen in their proper Place. Five 
Days after this Meeting, the King ſent for the Com- 
mons into the Houſe of Lords; when the Chancellor, 
by his Command, ſpoke to the whole Body to this Ef- 
fect: - 
« Firſt, he began with Juſtice, and inſtanced the good 
Effects of the ſame. He next declared, That the Three 
» © Eftates comprehended the Government of this Land; 
the Preheminence whereof was due to the King, as 
© Chief; the ſecond to the Biſhops and Lords; and the 
© third to the Commons. | 
He then put them in Mind in what poor Eſtate the 
King found the Crown ; deſpoiled of the due Inheri- 
© tance; waſted in its Treaſures; the Laws wrecked; 
© and the whole, by the Uſurpation, in a Manner ſub- 
L 332 ] © verted : Add to this, the Loſs of the Crown of Fran, 
© Duchies of Normandy, Gaſcoigny, and Gutenne, the 
© antient Patrimony of the Crown of Eaęland, loſt alſo; 
c and further, he found it involved in a War with Dan. 
© mark, Spain, Scotland, Britanny, and other Parts, and 
© even with their old Enemy of France, ” 
« Then 
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© appeaſed all Tumults within the Realm, and planted 
© {ſuch inward Peace, that Law and Juſtice might be 
extended: That the King had made Peace with 
; Wl « Scotland : That the Lord Winters was negotiating a 
League with Spain and Denmart, fo as to open a free 

© Commerce with thoſe Countries: But what was till 
© the greateſt, he had allied himſelf to the Dukes of 
© Burgundy and Britanny, two moſt powerful Princes, 
ein ſuch Sort as they had given the King the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurance of acting vigorouſly againſt France, for the 
recovering of that Kingdom, and other the King's 
patrimonies; of which, ſince they made little Doubt, 
the King thought proper not to omit ſuch an Oppor- 
* tunity, and ſuch a one as never happened before. And 
that his Majeſty might ſee this Kingdom as glorious 
© 25 any of his Predeceſſors ever did, he was ready to ad- 
venture his own Perſon in ſo juſt a Cauſe. Laſtly, He 
told them, That the King had called this Parliament 
to make them acquainted with theſe Matters, and to 
deſire their Advice and Aſſiſtance k. 

The Anſwer the Commons made to this pithy Ha- 
tungue was, immediately to grant a large Subſidy of 
two whole Fifteenths ahd two whole Tenths, to be le- 
vied on the Laity. Reſerving only 12,0001. to be de- 
ducted out of it for the Relief of poor decayed Towns. 

The Senate having thus liberally contributed to the 
od Lopplies of the State, the next Thing they went upon 
ice Nas to confirm, by their Authority, the King's Letters 
d; Patent granted to his new Queen Elizabeth, for eſta- 
x bliching her Dower : That the Part of the ſaid Dower, 
the Wl *figned to her by Letters Patent under the Seal of the 
Duchy of Lancaſter, ſhould be valid; tho' there be no 


the {MW ivery and Seiſin of the ſame ; and that the Queen might 


en- berſonally plead and be impleaded in her own Name; 
ed; {W'2 which are added the Names of the ſeveral Manors 
ib. 2d other Hereditaments, aſſigned to her _— in 
* the Duchy of Lancaſter, and elſewhere, under the Great 
the Neal; which were all confirmed by Parliament. 


ſo; In Conſideration of the Sum of 10,000 J. paid in Part 
-e greater Sum, due by the King to Charles Duke of 
and | Bur- 


"hen * Rot, Parl. 8 Edww, IV. No. 24, 1 Ibid, No. 30. 
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© Then deſcending he told them, That the King had K. Edward I'V* 


A Subſidy⁊ 
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K. Edward IV. Byygundy*, on the Marriage between the ſaid Duke 
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and the Princeſs Margaret, the King's Siſter, by the 
Mayor and Company of the Staple of Calais; the King, 
by ers Patent, granted that they ſhould be repald 


| out of the Subſidy on Woolls ; which Letters Patent ! 


were, by common Aſſent, confirmed. 

Many good Laws were made this Parliament for the Ml * 
Encouragement of the Woollen Manufactories, Cc. 2; Ml © 
is before mentioned; but we refer the Reader to the 4 
Statute-Books for more Information about them. One Ml 
Thing in the Abridgement of the Records is remarkable ( 
enough, That a Bill was brought in this Parliament, MM b. 
© whereby all ſuch as ſhould rob any Church of any Pax, Ml * 
© Cope, Granel, Maſs-Book, or any other "Trinket, L 
© (whereof, ſays William Prynne, the whole Rabble is ! 
© named) ſhall be deemed a Traitor, and be burnt for il © 
© the ſame z and that all ſuch Perſons ſhall be deprived L 
© of the Benefit of their Clergy ; that an Appeal for Re- f 
© ſtitution may allo lie, and that all Juſtices of Peace iſ + 
© may inquire of the ſame.” The Publiſher remarks, G 
That, by the Preamble to theſe Motions, it ſeems tha de 
this Bill was made againſt the Lollards; but the King's of 
Anſwer to it was only, Le Roi Caviſera. 3 

The Civil Wars which had been carried on ſo long, “ 
and with ſuch Fury by both Parties, were not yet at an 


Eduard forces End; for, ſoon after the Diſſolution of this Parliament, N. 
to leave the Edward was obliged, for his own Safety, to leave the af 


Kingdom. 


King Henry VI. teleaſed King Henry from his Imprifonment, and he wa Wi /? 


reſtored. 


1 This happened in the Year 1470; and, in ſh 
the Month of OZeber this Year, the Earl of JY/arwit G 


once more reſtored to the Engliþ Crown, However, 
we find that Writs of Summons went out in King E.. 
ward's Name, dated at Meſtminſter, Auguſt 10, [9 Ee. 4 
ward IV. ] for a Parliament to meet at York on the 2200, | 
of September following: But a Stop was put to thi © 
Meeting by other Writs, dated September 7, the ſam * 
Year; and the Reaſon of the Prohibition is given in the 
Body of the Inftrument to be, Becauſe the King ws 
certainly informed that Rebels, Enemies at home, and 
Foreign Enemies, both from France and Scotland, hit 


enter; 
k This Charles, then Duke of Burgundy, was very nearly related to the k 
Houſe of Lancafter ; for Ptilippa, Daughter to Jobn Duke of Lascaſn, 


was married to Jobn King of Pertugal, by whom ſhe had Iſabella, Mothe 
to this Charles, a 
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entered this Kingdom in a hoſtile Manner, and with King Henry vl. 
armed Force had actually invaded it, &c. * 

Hiſtorians * inform us, That, after the great Earl of Annο Regni 8. 
arwict had raiſed King Henry from a Priſon to a . 
Throne, (from whence he was called The Setter-up and At Weftminfter, 
Puller-down of Kings) a Parliament was called to meet 
at Meſiminſter, Nov. 26, 1470, wherein nothing was 
denied which the prevailing Party thought fit to autho- 
iize: For here King Edward was declared a Traitor to age yon"; 
his Country, an Uſurper of the Crown, and had all his w W 
Goods confiſcated. The like Judgment paſſed againſt 
his Brother Richard Duke of Glouceſter, and all his Ad- [ 335 J 
herents ; of whom Fohn Tiptoft, Earl of Worceſter, 

Lord High-Conſtable of England, and Lord-Deputy of 
Ireland, was beheaded. All the Statutes made by King 
Edward were revoked ; all the Attainders againſt the 
Earls of Oxford, Pembroke, and many others, reverſed ; 
the Crowns of England and France entailed on King 
Henry and his Heirs Male; and, for Want of ſuch, unto 
George Duke of Clarence and his Male Iſſue, and he was 
declared immediate Heir to his Father Richard Duke 
of York. Laſtly, The Earl of Varwicł was made Pro- 
tector of the Kingdom, and Clarence, his Son-in-Law, 
ne, MI j9ined in Commiſſion with him. ; 
7 An Hiſtorian of ſome Eminence | is very ſmart in his Remarks on this 
ent, Remarks on the Act to entail the Crown in the Manner“ teen. 
the WY #foreſaid ; by which, he ſays, the Earl of Warwick 
1 in mewed not only the Extent, but the 1 of his 
wick! Greatneſs; as if, adds he, the Title of the Kingdom 
wal ?ppertained to them who were neareſt in Alliance to 
ever, bim, not next in Blood to the Crown. This Author 
Ed. goes on and writes, © For, if the Juſtice of Lancaſter's 
Ei. Claim had the Preheminence for Want of Iſſue in King 
, 221 © Henry, why ſhould not the Sovereignty fall to the Duke 
- this] © of Somerſet? Or, if that Line was crooked in reſpect 
ſame of Baſtardy, why not to the Houſe of Portugal, without 


| c 
n ef t 1 any | 
_ — Qued, certitudinaliter informamur, Rebelles, Inimici, et Adver- | 
> Jari noftri, Regnorum Franciæ er Scotia, Regnum noftrum Angliz boſtiliter 


* 
9 and gredi et invadere proponunt, Vi armata, Sc. Dugdale's Summons to 
. hal Parliament, p. 466, : 
tered The Abridgement of the Records hath given us the Names of the Peers 1 
1 ſummoned to this Parliament. 


th * R 5 , . ? 1 | | 
9 — 85 Cbron. Fol. ecxi, Grafton s, p. 691 and Habington in Kennet, | 
Mot! | Habingtan, ut ſupra, q | | 


' 
| 
' 
: 
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King Heary VI. © any Blemiſh, deſcending from John of Gaunt ? Or, it 


1 336 ] 


© ſaid that their Underſtanding directed them always to 


© the Houle of Yor# had the better Title, why was George 
© Duke of Clarence then ſet down but ſecond in the En. 
© tail? Or, if the Right was in Warwick himſelf, (for his 
Power ordered and diſordered all) why was the King. Ml 
dom to deſcend firſt of all to the younger Daughter? 
But prepoſterous Ambition never knew how to give aa 
© Account to Reaſon.” 

It would be unpardonable alſo to omit the Reflections : 
of M. Rapin de Thoyras, on the Conduct of this Parlia. Wl ; 
ment; fince this, and ſeveral more ſuch, we have quoted 1 
from that Author, evidently ſhew that he was no Friend ll *: 
to Parliamentary Proceedings. He writes, That the Ml B 
© contr Reſolutions of Parliaments, in regard to the Ml ;} 
© Quarre] between the Houſes of York and Lancaſter, of 
clearly ſhew that theſe Aſſemblies acted not with Free- be 
dom, but were ſwayed by the Events which happened E. 
before their Deliberations. It is in vain to urge, there- 
< fore, the Authority of Parliaments in Support of the 
Rights of either Houſe. Their Determinations are, 
< properly, of no Force; fince they had not the Liberty 
< to judge according to their Underſtanding, unleſs it is 


< fide with the ſtrongeſt.” And, upon the Act to entail 
the Crown, in Default of Heir Male from Henry, on the bay 
Duke of Clarence, &c. Our Author goes on and ſays, ner 
That here would be a large Field to expatiate on the N Rec 
unlimited Authority of Parliament, if this Statute had Nen 
© been made with Freedom, and after mature Delibera- Neauſ 
© tion, But it is eaſy to ſee the little Freedom there was Need 
© in this Parliament, if it is conſidered that this Act was WDatd 


© only a bare Confirmation of the Earl of J/arwick's En- 
© oagements. Moreover, out of pure Condeſcenſion for Wires 
© the Earl, or rather by his Direction, and contrary to 
© the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, it was not ſcru- Nut t. 
© pled to deprive the Daughters of the Houſe of Lancaſter 
© of a Right enjoyed by the Princeſſes of the Royal Fa- 
* mily ever ſince the Norman Conqueſt. Thus, adds be, ut a 
© by a haſty Reſolution, was eſtabliſhed in England 3 Hiinec 
Kind of Salic Law, which the Englih had ſo much 
© cenſured and derided, when Edward III. and Phi 
* de Valois were contending for the Crown of Franc. T. 
And, beſides, this Parliament manifeſtly ſuppoſed * 

ö Herr) | 
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t Henry's Inability, and conſidered him only as the Sha- King Henry VI. 
dow of a King, by conſtituting the Duke of Clarence and 
the Earl of F/arwick Joint Governors of the Kingdom.” 
What we can pick up elſe, relating to the Proceedings [ 337 J 
of this Parliament, is from an old Chronicle ®, which 
informs us that it began at VMeſtminſter at the Time 
aforeſaid, and from thence was adjourned to St. Paul's 
Church, London, where it continued till Chri/tmas : That 
an Alderman of the ſaid City, called Sir Thomas Cook, 
who had been tried for Treaſon, Anno 7 Edward IV. 
and acquitted ; but, for Miſpriſion, had been impriſoned, 
ſeverely fined, and otherways ill uſed, now exhibited a 
Bill of Complaint, in the Houſe of Commons, againſt 
the Lord Rivers and others, who had been the Occaſion 
of his Troubles. He petitioned the Houſe that he might 
be repaid his Loſs and Damage out of the ſaid Lord's 
Eſtate, to the Value of 22,000 Marks. It is likely, adds 
our Hiſtorian, that it would have been granted to him, 
if King Henry's Affairs had proſpered ; for this Sir Tho- 
mas Cook was a Member of the Houſe of Commons, a 
good Speaker, of great Boldneſs and Vivacity of Wit. 
But he had better have been quiet, for he ſmarted much 
worſe for it afterwards, : 

We have been more careful to collect what Hiſtorians 
have left us concerning the Proceedings of this Parlia- 
ment, ſince there is not one Word of all this Matter on 
Record, Probably, if theſe Proceedings were entered 
on the Rolls, Edward, who ſoon after was reſtored, 
tauſed them to be erazed and abrogated. Dugdale, in- 
ed, hath given us the Summons to this Parliament, the 
Date of which is Anno 49 Henry VI. [o & 10 Regis 
award IV.] wherein the firſt Writ to the Peers is 
rected to Henry's moſt dear Couſin, George Duke of 
rence, who had then revolted from his own Family; 
there is no Mention at all of it in the Records them- 
ves. 

However, this Dream of Regal Power in Henry laſted 
ut a ſmall Time *, for the F ugitive Edward having [ 338 } 
aned ſome Aids from his Brother-in-Law, the Duke 
Vor. II. 2 of 


n Fabian's Chron, Fol. 219. : 

The Acts of State which are in Fed, Ang. make it appear by their 
ves, that Henry's ceinſtated Regal Power laſted only from about 0#. 9 
March 27. Several of which Acts are ſaid to be done Az&or:itate Par- 
nent, Rymer's Fæd. Ang. Tom. XI, 
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King Henry VI. of Burgundy, and being promiſed more in England, 


Edward returns. 


The Battle of 
Bar act. 


Henry again ta- 


ken Priſoner, 


and Edward re- victorious, with the Death of the Earl of /Yarwick, and 


ſtored. 


Another Battle 
at Tewkſbury, 


Henry's Death, 


( 339 ] 


- ſelf with the Blood of ſo many Princes and comma 


landed at Ravenſburg, in Yorkſhire, At his firſt Arrival 
he ſeemed to lay aſide his Claim to the Crown, pre. 


poſſeſſed himſelf of that City, and got his Friends about 
him, he ſoon threw off that Maſk, and, marching for. 
ward with a now-powerful Army, was met and joined 

by his Brother the Duke of Clarence, with a very conſi- f 
derable Reinforcement, 

Edward, being now ſtrong enough to cope with his . 
Enemy the Earl of /Yarwick, marched on directly for 
London, and at his Approach the Citizens opened theic WM /* 
Gates to him. The Earl of /Yarwick. was not there, /. 
but peaceable Henry fell once more into his Enemies V. 
Hands. The Earl, however, was advancing towards 
London with a powerful Army, againſt whom the war- 
like Edward oppoſed himſelf; and at Barnet, their Ar- 
mies meeting, a dreadful Battle enſued ; where, at fi, 
Farwick's good Fortune in War gave him great Hopes 
of a complete Victory; but, by a fatal Miſtake amongſt 
his own Men, the Day was changed, and Edward wa 


t 

tending only to his Rights as Duke of V ork; but, havins b 
:M- 

m 


the Marquis of Montacute, his Brother; 10,000 more 
Engliſhmen falling, on both Sides, at that Battle, 

In a few Weeks after this another Battle was fought Thom 
at Tewkſbury, between King Edward and the martial V 
Queen Margaret, where the Heroine was alſo defeated; 
her Son, Prince Edward, made a Priſoner, and deſtroy- 
ed; all the Nobility and Gentry with her taken or lain, 
and her whole Army cut to Pieces. This Victory wa 
ſoon after followed by the Death of the pious Herr, 
ſaid to have been murdered in the Tower by the Hand 
of Richard Duke of Glouceſter, King Edward's Brother, 
And thus dying, as it were, the like Death as King 
Richard, proves that Scripture Maxim true, That Cu 
viſits the Sins of the Fathers on the Children, even un 
the third and fourth Generation. 

The grim King of Terrors having thus ſatiated him 


Men, a while laid down his deadly Scythe, and E 
land enjoyed a profound State of Tranquillity. But! 
was not till the Year 1472, and the 12th of this King 
that we meet with any more Parliaments ; when Wi 
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of Summons were iſſued out, dated at Weſiminſter the K. Edward IV. 
t Day of Auguſt, for a Parliament to meet at the ſame 

Place on the 6th of October following. A Lift of the 

Peers, at the End of the late deſtructive Civil War, 

may not be improper in this Place ©, 


The King to his meſt dear Brother George Duke of 
Clarence, &c. 


Richard Duke of Glou- John Lord Howard, 


The State of the 


ceſter, Richard Lord Wen, — - _ 
© Dake of Norfolk, Walter Devereux, Ld. Fer- _ TOY 
Jahn Duke of Suffolk, rers, 
William Earl cf Arundels, Richard Lord Scrope, of [ 340 3 
Henry Earl of Eſſex, Bolton, 


Edmund Earl of Kent, 

abb Earl of Weſtmore- 

land, 

„iy Earl of Northumber- 
land, 

Anthony Earl Ryvers, 

John Earl of Shrewſbury, 

jibn Earl of Wiliſbire, 

Ralph Lord Greyſtock, 


Ralph Boteler, Lord Sud- 


ley, 
Thomas Lord Lumley, 
Thomas Lord Stanley, 
Richard Fenys, Lord Da- 
cre, 
John Broke, Lord Cobham, 
Falter Blount, Ld. Mount- 


Joy, 


abt Lord Scrope, of William Lord Stourton, 
al o/bam, John Bourghchier, Lord 
ted; Lord Beauchamp, Berners, | 

to- fan Lord Audley, Fulk Bourghchier, Lord 


award Nevile, Lord Ber- 
gavenny, 

pinald Lord Grey, of 
IWilton, 

[thn Lord Strange, 

lenny Lord Grey, 


Fitz-Waryn, 
John Sutton, Lord Dud- 
', 
William Lord Haſtings, 
William Lord Berkeley, 
John Lord Dynham, 


| ' 
il 
bl 
| | 
[ 

| 


Ten Judges by Name are alſo ſummoned, 


This Pailiament being aſſembled, as aforeſaid, be- Anno Regni 12 


te the King in the Painted Chamber at Meſiminſter, 1472. 
Z 2 the At Weſtminſter, 

e We find, in the Public As, that Edvard aſſembled as many of the 

& Spiritual and Temporal as were in or near London, in the Parlia- 

it Chamber at Weſtminſter, July 3, Anno 1471, At this Meeting a 

mal Oath was propoſed to them, to ſwear Fealty to his Son Prince Ed- 

4, as his Heir Apparent ; which was taken and ſubſcribed by the two 

diſhops, eight Biſhops, and all the Temporal Lords and Knights there 

nt. Fad, Arg. Tom, XI, p. 714. 
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k. Edward 1V.the Biſhop of Rechefter *, (Robert Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells, then Chancellor, being abſent by Sickneſ;) 
opened the Cauſe of their Meeting ; after which he 
directed the Commons, as uſual, to chuſe and preſent 

Writran Ar their Speaker; and William Allington, Eſq; was cho- 

INS To, Eſq; ſen, preſented, and accepted by the King for that Pur. 8 

choſen Speaker, poſe, : a 

The firſt Thing we find that the Commons went up- 
on was the Supply ; and 13,000 Archers were voted, 
to ſerve the King at their Coſts, for one Year; the MM 0 
ſame to be levied according to the Proportion of a Ml g 
Tenth Part out of all Lands and Tenements. The 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal did alſo tax themſelves, 

A fingular Sort by Way of Grant unto the King, towards furniſhing 

of Tax. the Forces aforeſaid, the tenth Part of one whole Year' 


<< R = i. .;. Ac 


Revenue of all and ſingular their Lands and Pofleſſions, WM th 

The Commons then, by a long Proteſtation deliva- 23 

ed to the King and Lords, required that the Statutes WW of 

made againſt Riots, Maintenancies, Oppreſſions, and to 

for regulating Labourers, may be executed. And the of 

ſame Day, viz. November 30, the Biſhop of N- | 

che/ler, by the King's Command, returned Thanks u © 2 

the Commons for their Grant, and prorogued the Par-W © 

( 34! ] liament from the ſame Day to the 8th of February next t 
enſuing, at Neſiminſter. 8 

Edward creates At this Seſſion the King's Letters Patent for creating in 
his eldeſt Son Edward, his firſt begotten Son, Prince of ales aui la 
- <q of Male, Earl of Cheſter, were confirmed by Parliament; lik. ve 
” wiſe the King's Letters Patent for granting and deliver © w 
ing to the young Prince the Hereditaments and otheſi n. 


Appurtenances belonging to the ſaid Principality andt 
the Duchy of Cornwall, were, by the ſame Authority 
confirmed. This Prince was then about two Yea 8 
old, the Queen having been delivered of him, in th Bloc 
Sanctuary at Weftminſter, whilſt the King was an Exit 
Several Attain. Next follow ſeveral Acts of Mercy in reverſing tit 
ders reverſed, Attainders of divers Perſons, amongſt whom Sir Ha 
Percie, Knight, as he is there tiled, Son and Heirt 


Henry late Earl of Northumberland *, was reſtored WW 73 
Blood to the ſaid Earldom, and to all ſuch Heredia = 
ments as came into the King's Hands, March 2, 4 Mot 


9 
4 Fobn Alcock. 


© Slain at the Battle of Towwton on the Lancaſirian Sides 


of EN GLAN b. 


Edward IV. and the Attainder made againſt the ſaid K. Edward IV. 


Earl, Anno 1 Edward IV. was made void. The Rea- 
der may obſerve that this Earl was ſummoned to this 
WH very Parliament. 

Ralph Nevile, Son and Heir to Fobn late Lord Nevile, 

Sir Henry Roos, Knight, late Lord Roos, of Hamlake * ; 

and ſeveral more there named, have their Attainders re- 

verſed, and are reſtored to their Honours and Poſſeſſions. 


of April, Anno 13 Edward IV. when the Commons 
granted the King one Tenth and one Fifteenth, reſer- 
ung out of it 6000/7. to be diſtributed to certain de- 
, Wl cayed Towns. And it was ordained that the Money 


o Wl xiling from the Tenths given by the Lords in the firſt A SubGdy, 


Lemon of this Parliament, be paid into the Hands of 
„che Treaſurer of England. Alſo, in Conſideration of 
23, oco /. due by the King to the Mayor and Merchants 
es ol the Staple at Calais, the King, by a long Act, granted 
ad them a Fifteenth, in like Manner as in the Parliament 
of the 7th of Edward IV. 

An Hiſtorian writes, That, for Relief of the King's 
great Neceſſity, a full Subſidy was granted, (for all 
| his mighty Fortunes ſerved only to reward the Multi- 
$ tude of his Adherents) and, in Recompence of the 
* Subſidy, he granted them a general Pardon. And 
indeed by that he liberally repaid them; for, by the 
late Civil Wars, the Lapſe into Treaſon was ſo uni- 
F ver{al, that ſcarce any Eſtate could be ſafe, if Licence 
was given to Informers, the Cormorants of a Com- 
* monwealth, who ſwallow much, but never grow fat; 
* and leaſt of all advance what they moſt pretend, the 
King's Benefit! 

Several more Perſons, by Name, are now reſtored in 
Blood to their Lands and Poſſeſſions, forfeited by At- 
tainders; amongſt whom the principal was Sir Hum- 
phrey Dacres, Son of Thomas Dacres, and Brother to 
Ralph late Lord Dacres, ſlain at the Battle of Towton , 


2 3 who 

© Helmſley in Teri ſpire. 

f Sir Jobn Habington in Kennet, p. 459. _ 

s He was buried in Saxton Church: Yard, where a Grave-Stone was 
laid over him with this Inſcription : h 

Hic ;atet Ranulphus Dominus de Dakre et —— Miles, et ecciſus erat in 
Bells, Prircipe Henrico Sexto, Anno Dom. M.CCCC.LXI, xxix Die Martii, 
":delicer, Dominica Die Palmarum. Cujus Anime prepitietur Deus, Ameng 
Drake's Antiquities of York, Fol, London, 1736, P. 11H, 


We find that this Seſſion continued till the 8th Day Anno Regni 15; 
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who was Son and Heir to the aforeſaid Thomas; and all 
the ſeveral Attainders againſt the ſaid Ralph and Hun- 
pbrey were made void. And, 


The Patliawent On the 8th Day of April aforeſaid, the Chancellor, 


again prorogued, 


after giving Thanks to the Commons for the Sub— 
ſidy, by the King's Command, prorogued the Parlia- 
ment to the 6th of October following: But, before they 
parted, it was agreed and ordained, That the King, 


bon any urgent Occaſion which required their Attend- 


[ 343 ] 
L. de Brupes, a 
Nerberlander, 
created Earl of 
Wincheſter, 


© ance, might call and re-afſemble the faid Parliament, 


giving only, by Proclamation, twenty Days Notice, 


In the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament a Nobleman, 
called Lewes de Bruges, a Netherlander, Lord of Gru- 
thuſe, and Prince of Steinhuſe, came over into Enrland, 
and was received by the King with all Demonſtrations 
of Friendſhip; and, on the 13th of October, in the Houſe 
of Lords, was created Earl of Wincheſter; receiving, 
with the Title, the antient Arms of Reger de Quirq;, 


formerly Earl of the ſame Place, with an Addition of 


A thic d Seſſion, 


the Arms of England in a Canton. The Reaſon of this 
ſo extraordinary a Favour conferred upon a Stranger, 
ſays an Hiſtorian, was the great Reſpect this Nobleman 
ſhewed to Edward, when he was forced to fly his 
Country by the prevailing Power of the Earl of Mar- 
wick, and ſeek Protection from the Duke of Burgundy, 
This Nobleman, being of that Country, did his utmoſt 
to comfort the King, then diſtracted by his many At- 
flictions l. | 

At the Time appointed, viz. Od. 6, this Parliament 
met again, and continued the Sitting, from Day to Day, 
to the 13th of December following; during which Time 
ſome more Attainders were reverſed, and a Suit, or Con- 
tention at Law, was terminated between the King with 
the Engliſb Merchants of one Side, and.the Merchants 


of the Hans Towns in Germany, or the Stilliards, on the 


other Party; and a free Intercourſe between theſe Coun- 
tries and Merchants was ſettled for ever. The King 
alſo confirmed to the ſaid foreign Merchants, of the St 
liards, their old Liberties granted to all foreign Mer- 
chants of every Country by Name, by King Edward |. 
but afterwards particularly to theſe Merchants of the 
Stilliards, by King Edward II. wherein is to be * 

| the 

Þ Habington, ut ſupra, p. 450. Philip de Comines, Liv. III. cap. ). 
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me Cuſtoms they were then rated at, and the King's 


Grant not to raiſe the ſame; all which was confirmed 
by this Parliament! 
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. Edward IV, 


' A new Act of Reſumption was alſo made, whereby [ 344 ] 
s the King took into his Hands all the Hereditaments of _ 1 
0 the Crown, with the Duchies of 2 and York, — 
y from the Feaſt of St. Thomas, in the Year 1473, and 


of which the King was ſeized March 4, Anno Regni 1, 
or what came into the King's Hands fince, by Attainder 
or otherwiſe ; and a ſpecial Commiſſion was given to 
the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaſter, for aſſuring 
the Payment of certain of the King's Debts granted out 
of the ſaid Duchy under the Seal of that Office. In this 
is a Number of Proviſions, particularly one, that the 
ſame ſhould not prejudice the Corporation, Union, and 
Annexation of the Duchy of Lanca/ter and County Pala- 
tine, nor the Officers nor Tenants of thoſe Diſtricts. 
Several Proviſions were alſo made to particular People, 
by Name, in this Commiſſion ; amongſt which, ſays 
the Abridger, we muſt not forget one Proviſion for Mo- 
ther Cobb, Midwife to Elizabeth, the King's beſt- beloved 
Wife, and Queen of England. 

On the 13th of December the Biſhop of Durham, then 
Chancellor of England, in the Preſence of the King, 
Lords, and Commons, after giving Thanks, on the 
King's Behalf and by his Command, to the Three 
Eſtates, prorogued this Parliament, once more, to the 
20th of January next coming, at Ye/imin/ter. 
ent We learn that this Parliament again aſſembled on the 


The Parliament 


ay, Day zforefaid, and continued to fit till the firſt of Fe- meet after a third 


me Wl fruary; when the ſaid Biſhop of Durham, as Chancellor, 
on- called the Commons before the King, and told them, 
vich That they were then aſſembled to conſult which Way 
ants the King might proceed in the Wars; but becauſe his 
the WI Majeſty had yet heard nothing from his Brother the 
un- Duke of Burgundy, relating to that Affair, whereon 
ins much depended, it was the King's Command that this 
1 Parliament ſhould be prorogued from the ſaid Day to 
ler- © the gth Day of May next enſuing.” 


the At the Time appointed by the laſt Prorogation this 
ted lame Parliament met again at Weſiminſter; and now, 


y 
i This Inftrument, of a very great Length, is printed in the Padlic Aci, 
Tom, XI. p. 793, Sc. 


Prorogation, and 
are again pro- 
rogued, 


[ 345 J 


Anno Regni 143 
1474+ 


At Weſtminſter, * 
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K. Edward IV. by the common Conſent, the King granted to his Bro- 
r George Duke of Clarence, and 1/abel his Wife, and 
Parliament to the to his other Brother Richard Duke of Glouceſter, and 
Dukesof Clarence Anne his Wife, Daughter and Heir to Richard Nevile, 
— ek late Earl of Z/arwick, and Daughters and Heirs Appa- 
mg 5 Brothers rent to Anne Countels of Warwick, That they ſhall 
enjoy to them, and the Heirs of their ſaid Wives, all 

< the Hereditaments belonging to the ſaid Anne, in ſuch 

© Ways as if the ſaid Anne was naturally dead; and that 

© their ſaid Wives ſhould be of Blood to the ſaid Anne, 

© and enjoy all Benefits accordingly, ſhe being for ever 

© barred from claiming the ſame *. Alſo that both the 
© ſaid Dukes, and likewiſe their Wives and the Heirs of 

© both, may make Partition of the Premiſſes to ſtand 

© good in Law; and that the ſaid Dukes, or either of 

them, over-living his Wife, ſhall, during his Life, en- 

© joy her Property: That all Alienations, Diſcontinu— 

© ances, Charges, and Incumbrances, ſuffered by either 

© of the ſaid Dukes or their Wives, to debar the other 

© of the ſaid Purparties, ſhall be utterly void. More- 

over, that if the ſaid Duke of Glouce/ter be at any Time 

© hereafter divorced from the ſaid Anne his Wife, and 

© ſuffer any ſuch Incumbrance as above, that it ſhall be 

© void. And further, that if the ſaid Duke Richard, 

T 346 ] upon ſuch Divorce, doth his uttermoſt to be reconciled, 
during his Wite's Life, that then, aſter the Death of 

© his ſaid Wife, he ſhall enjoy her Purparty.” | 

The Effect of the Grant made to the Mayor and 
Company of the Staple of Calais, Anne 13 Edward IV. 

was in a Manner recited; and it was further enacted, 
That the ſaid Mayor, during the Term there men- 
© tioned, ſhall pay 1000 Marks for the Fees and Rewards 
© of the King's Judges, Serjeants, and Attorneys.” 

This Seſſion only continued to the 28th Day of 
May; when the Biſhop of Lincoln, as Chancellor, 
in 
* This Lady was Anne, the Daughter and Heir of Richard Brauchany, 
Earl of Warwick, and married to Richard Newile, eldeſt Son to the Earl of 
Saliſbury, who had the Title of Earl of Farwick given him by Patent of 
_ Henry VI. in the Right of his Wife, She had only two Daughters by the 
ſaid Earl, T/abe! and Anne; the firſt was married to George Duke of C- 
rence, and the other to Edward Prince of Wales, Son to Henry VI. and, 
after his Death, to his Murderer, Richard Duke of Glouceſter 5 who, 35 13 


faid, diſpatched her alſo by Poiſon, to make Way for his intended Match 
with his Brother King Edward's Daughter, Dugdale's Barenage, Vol. I. 


p. 07. i i 
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in the Preſence of the King and the Three Eſtates, K. Edward IV. 
orogued it to the 6th Day of Fune next enſuing. 5 
* which Time, beſides mk — Attainders of - — 
few more Gentlemen, and ſome other Acts on private fourth Time, 
Affairs, a Subſidy was granted by the Commons to the ,, 
King of a Tenth and a Fifteenth; allo 51,117 J. 45. 754. 1 
as full Payment for the W ages of 13,000 Archers grant- fy, "3 
ed before; and, for the raiſing of this, every County, 
City, and Town was ſeverally taxed. And, on Fuly 18, 
the aforeſaid Chancellor, by the King's Command, pra- 
rogued the Parliament to the 23d Day of February next 
enſuing, at Weltminſter. | 
This Parliament being again aſſembled on the ſaid The ſameParliss 
Day, which was ſtill in the 14th of this King, an Or- ment meets after 
dinance was immediately made by them- for the ſpeedy my r. 
ſerying the Tenth, on all Revenues, granted in the 12th * 
Year of this Reign. 
An Act was made this Seſſion for appointing Thomas 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ſeveral others, Feoffees 
in Truſt for ſundry Hereditaments in the Duchy of Lan- 
after, to the Performance of the King's Laſt Will and 
eſtament, &c. ; 
The Houſe called the Style- Houſe, otherwiſe the Stil- 
lard, in the Pariſh of A//- Hallows, in London, was, by 
Authority of Parliament, affigned to the Merchants of 
the Hans Towns, and to their Succeſſors, for ever; to- [ 347 ] 
| gether with other Tenements to the ſame belonging, 
nd yielding yearly to the Mayor of London 701. and ſome 
V. other Out-payment. 
d, On the Petition of Richard Duke of Gloucefter, the 
n- King would not attaint John Nevile, late Marquis of 
ids WI Hontacute, ſlain in the Battle near Barnet; but, by Au- 
thority of Parliament, he gave to the ſaid Duke, and to 
of Wl the Heirs of his Body, lawfully begotten, ſeveral Ho- 
or, nours, Baronies, Caſtles, Manors, and other Heredita- 
in ments, which belonged to Richard Nevwile, late Earl of 
a", Wl Parwick : And, by the ſame Authority, the King gave 
"» of % George Duke of Clarence ſeveral other Manors, &c. 
y ihe in E/ex, with the Manſion-Houſe in London called the 
Arbor, late belonging to the ſaid Earl. Likewiſe, in 
""; WH +xchange for the Manor and Weapontake of Cheſter» 
lach WI Veld and Scarſdale, in the County of Derby, and the Ma- 


nor 
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K. Edward IV. nor of Buſhy, in Hertfordſhire, allotted to Richard Duke 
of Gloucęſter and Anne his Wife, the King gave to the 
ſaid Duke and Anne, in Fee, the Manor of Cottinghan, 
in the County of Yor4, with the Advowſon of the fame, 
which late belonged to Richard late Duke of York, the 
King's Father; together with the Town and Caſtle of 
Scardeburgbh, with the Fee-Farm of the ſame, and other 
Liberties. 

. Several other Manors are mentioned in the Records, 
as granted to the Duke of Clarence, in Devonſhire, Ss. 
merſetſhire, &c. all which were Parcels of forfeited 
Eſtates, which at this Time muſt greatly increaſe the 
Revenues of the Royal Family. 

* at. The whole Buſineſs of this laſt Seſſion of the Parlia- 

tainders, Revo- ment ſeems, by the Records, to be taken up with At- 

cations of At- tainders, and revoking Attainders, Grants of forfeited 

8 Eſtates, &c. the fatal Conſequences of Civil Wars; 

but it would be too tedious to mention any more of them, 
[ 348 ] However, we find that in the Statute-Books are ſeveral 
Acts made for the Public Good, in the different Seſſions 
of this long Parliament, to which we muſt alſo refer; 
and ſhall only obſerve, That, before the Diſſolution 
thereof, the Commons made another Grant to the King 
of one Tenth and one Fifteenth, with a Third of each 
of them. Which Grant being read, and agreed to by 
the Lords, the Lord-Chancellor, on the 14th Day of 

March, Anno Regni 15, by the King's Command, re- 

This long Parlia- turned Thanks to the Two Eftates for their great Di- 

. ligence and Labour, and for their honeſt and fincere 
Carriage to his Majeſty, in many Conceflions made to 
him in this preſent Parliament, and diſſolved them *. 


Another Subſidy 


We have not, in the Courſe of theſe Inquiries, hither- 
to met with a Parliament of ſo long a Duration; they 
having ſat, with the ſeveral Prorogations, near two 
Years and a Half; and it ſeems as it the Unſfteadinels 
of the Times occaſioned it; during which, the Hiſtory 
of Croyland takes Notice that no leſs than three ſeveral 
Lord-Chancellors prefided. The firſt, adds that Au- 
thority, was Robert [ Stillington] Biſhop of Bath, who 
did nothing but by the Advice of his Diſciple 708 

a [ Alcoct, 
m Rot, Parl. 15 Edw, IV. No. p. 44. 
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Alcock] Biſhop of Worcefter ; the next was LawrenceK. Edward Iv. 
Latte Biſhop of Durham, who tired himſelf with do- 
ing juſt nothing at all; and the third was Thomas [ Re- 
theram] Biſhop of Lincoln, who did all, and brought 
every Thing to a happy Concluſion. 
The aforeſaid Authority, contemporary with theſe 
Times, goes on and tells us, That the King made it 
his utmoſt Study, in this Parliament, to incite and 
© animate the Lords and Commons to conſent to a War 
with France. And that many elegant Speeches, as 
« well on the State of the Nation as on foreign Affairs, 
particularly in regard of the Duke of Burgundy, were 
made in open Parliament. At laſt, every one agreeing 
« with his Majeſty's Wiſhes, and applauding greatly the 
Royal Propoſal, many Tenths and Fifteenths were 
granted, ſeparately, as the Matter required, in the large Subſidy, 
$ Convocation of the Clergy and Aſſembly of the Laity, 
$ who both intereſted themſelves in making theſe Con- [ 349 ] 
ceſſions; beſides charging their Hereditary Poſſeſſions : 
and immoveable Goods freely with another Tenth to 
© ſuſtain the Expences of the War, Neither did all 
© theſe Burdens on the People ſeem ſufficient ;, for a 
© new, and yet unheard-of, Impoſition was aſked, called 
© a Benevalence ®, whereby every one might give what 5 
they would, or rather ed they would not. . 
Money, raiſed by all theſe Ways and Means, amount- Bzxzvorzxce, 
(ed to fo vaſt a Sum, as, adds the Monk, by Way W 
Prophecy, no doubt the like was never ſeen before; France, 
nor, in all Probability, ever will be ſeen again.“ 
Hall, in his Chronicle, hath given us the Manner by 
which this new Device of a Benevolence was collected, 
which was begun the Year after the laſt Subſidy was 
vranted?. © The King, he ſays, cauſed his Officers to 
bring before him, one after another, the richeſt and 
moſt ſubſtantial Citizens, and to them he explained the 
Cauſe, Purpoſe, and the Neceſſity of the War begun 
with France, and the Weakneſs of his Treaſury to 
carry it on; requiring them by the Love and Regard 


they 

a H. Croyl. Continuatio, p. 557. 588. 

o So our Authority; but in the ſecond Year of his Reign he ſent out 
letters, under the Privy Seal, to aix ſuch a Contribution as this, to help 
aum to raiſe Forces againſt the Scots coming in with King Henry, which 
vas liberally grapted, Stowe's Chronicle, 416. 

F Hall's Cee, Folio cexxvii, copied by Grafton, p. 7194 


364 The Parliamentary His roxv 


K+ Edward IV. they owed their natural Prince, out of Gratitude and 
Kindneſs to him, that they would give him freely ſome 
Aid in Money, towards the Maintenance of the War 
and Army. What ſhould I ſay more, adds our Ay. 
thor ? This Invention had its Effect. Some calling to 
Remembrance the Benefits received from him ; ſome 
with Shame, and ſome with Fear, moved and encou: 
rraged, gave liberally of their Money; which could not 
{ 359 ] have been otherways obtained without much Grudging 
and Reluctancy 4. Our Hiſtorian goes on and tells us 
a pleaſant Story, which happened by this Way of gather- 
ing the Benevolence. The King had called before him 
a Widow Gentlewoman, much abounding in Wealth, 
and equally ſtricken in Years, of whom he only de- 
manded what ſhe would freely give him towards the 
Support of his great Charges By my Troth, quoth the 
old Lady, for the Sake of thy lovely Countenance thin 
Halt have Twenty Pounds. The King, expecting ſcarce 
- half that Sum, thanked her, and gave her a loving Kiß. 
Whether the Flavour of his Breath, adds Hall, did ſo 
warm her old Heart, or ſhe eſteemed the Kiſs of a King 
ſo precious a gone, ſhe ſwore directly that he ſhould 
have twenty Pounds more; which ſhe as willing) 

paid as offered. 
But leaving this new Way of raiſing Money, (which, 
by all we can find, was only practiſed on the richeſt 
Citizens of London, and not carried thro' the Nation) 
—— prove® Jet us ſee what the King did with his Riches, and bon 
they were employed abroad. Edward embarked with 
1 Fabian writes, that the Mayor of London for his Part gave 30 l. each 
of the Aldermen 20 Marks; the Commoners, fingly, gave him the Wages 
of half a Man for a Year, which amounted to 47. 113. 4d. Chris 

Fol, 222. 


r A Story, fomewhat applicable to this, actually happened at Peontfrett, 
in Yorkfojre, in the Year of King Charles the Second's Reſtoration. | 
was then thought proper, to ſupply the preſent Neceſſities of the King and 
State, to ſend Officers about the Kingdom, to collect what Money each 
Perſon would freely contribute on that Occaſion; and which was allo 
called a Benewclence, The Collector came to the Houſe of an old Lady, 
of the Name of Maleſeld, who then lived in the Town aforeſaid, and hi 
ving told her their Errand, © Alas! Alas! faid ſhe, a poor King indeed, 
« to go a begging the firſt Year of his Reign ! but ſtay, I will beſtow ſome- 
ee thing on him ;** and telling them out ten broad Pieces, . Here, {yt 
4 ſhe, take thoſe,” The Officers were going away, very thankful for whit 
they had got; Hold, ſays the old Lady, here are ten more to bear the 
if Charges of the other; and then perhaps ſome of them may reach lum. 
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his Forces, and landed at Calais, where he was joined K. Edward IV. 
by the Duke of Burgundy, who had invited him to this 

War; but with ſo poor a Reinforcement, that Edward L 351 ] 
thinking himſelf flighted, and fearing ſome Treachery, 35 
haſtily concluded a Peace with the French King; and the A Peace clapped 
whole ended in an Interview between the two Kings; up with France, 


which was perform'd at Piguigny, with great Ceremony 9 
and Magnificence. | s 
But the Nation was no ways pleaſed with this Piece 
of Pageantry; the Money, which had been ſqueezed as 
it were out of every one's Purſe, was given and granted 
ſor a quite different Purpoſe than to be ſpent in a pom- 
pous Parade. A War with France, on the old Quarrel, 
was what all wiſhed for; and it was with great Difficulty 
that Edward prevented his Chief Miniſters from being 
called to an Account at his Return, being greatly ſuſ- 
pected that they had been touched with French Gold, in 
order to adviſe him to conſent to a Peace. An Hiſto- 
nan remarks, That ſurely there is ſome in- born Ma- 
{lice rancoring in the Genius of our Nation againſt 
the French, the Saxon Government having once re- 
© ceived a final Overthrow from them, in the Conqueſt 
© of Duke William, or elſe it would be a Wonder why . 
© the Engliſb were never ſparing of their Lives or Trea- 
© ſure, when any War was to be advanced againſt the 
French t. 
The King was in his Nature fo liberal to thoſe who 
had any ways befriended him, that he ſoon got quit of 
all the Treaſure that was left after his French Expedition; 
and knowing well the Fickleneſs of the Nation, how 
prone they were to raiſe Inſurrections, and how fond of 
Novelties, he durſt not call a Parliament to lay on any The King's Mes 
new Subſidy ; but took other very different Ways to re- 919d of raiſing 
ſtore his Treaſury. Under the Force of a Statute, which calling ö 
had been paſſed in Parliament, he firſt took into his own ment. | 
Hands all the Revenues of the Crown, to whomſoever 
alienated, and applied them to defray the Expences of ( 352 ] | 
the State. Next he fix'd, in every Part of the Kingdom, 
Collectors of the Cuſtoms, Men well qualified for their 


Offices, 
* Philip de Commines expreſly ſays, That they were all at that Time Pen- 
fioners to France; and that the King of England loſt more Credit, amongſt 
his own Subjects. by this Peace, than he had gained Honour by the nine for- 
mer Viftories he had won, Livre IV, chop. x. 
t Habington in Kennet, p. 461. 
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K. Edward IV. Offices, and who were hard enough on the Merchants, 
He loaded many Ships of Burden with the fineſt 
Woolls, Cloth, Tin, and other Commodities of the 
Kingdom; and, like a meer Merchant, traded to Italy and 
Greece with them, and had, in Exchange, the Product 
of thoſe Countries. The vacant Biſhopricks which had 
fallen into his Hands, and which, by Magna Charta, he 
could not make Sale of, he granted no Reſtitution of the 
Temporalities under a fixed Price. The Regiſters and 
Rolls of Chancery were ſtrictly ſearched, and whoſoever 
he found had entered upon their Eſtates without due c 
Form of Law, he made them pay large Fines for their c 
Titles. Theſe, and ſuch-like Kinds of Snares, which a * 
cunning Fowler could poſſibly invent, he put in Prac- 8 
tice: Add to this, the 10, ooo“. a- year, by Treaty, from 4 
France, with the Tenths of all Church- Livings, from 
the Payment of which no Biſhop or Clergyman could R 
get excuſed, in a few Years filled the King's Coffers, D 
and made him one of the richeſt Princes of that Age: _ 
Inſomuch, adds our Authority, that, for Veſſels of Gold K 
th 
th 
Pr 
W 
be 
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and Silver; for Tapeſtry, for precious Ornaments, 
Robes, and Veſtments; for building of Caſtles, Colleges, 
and other famous Places, none of his Anceſtors could 
be compared to him *. 

By theſe Means, we may ſuppoſe, the King ſubſiſted 
himſelf, and diſcharged the neceſſary Expences of the 
State, without laying any general Tax on his Subjects, B 
or having Occaſion to call a Parliament for ſome Time; 
for it was not till near three Years after the laſt Parlia- 
ment was diſſolved that we meet with any Account of g 


another; but no Writs of Summons are given to it either p. 
in Dugdale or the Abridgement. The laſt Authority, Ml ;, 
[353] however, mentions the Proceedings of a Parliament held WM .1 


at Weſtminſter on the 16th Day of January, in the 17th f 
of King — IV. and — — by a Re- 5 
cital of ſeveral Acts there made, confirm it. | th 

Ango Regt 17. At the Time appointed the Parliament met at Welt- 

1477. minſter ; when Thomas Rotheram, Biſhop of Lincoln, in IJ 
the Preſence of the King, Lords, and Commons, in the 4 

At Wefimirfier. Painted Chamber, declared the Cauſe of the Summons I 
under this Text, Dominus regit me, et nibil mibi deerit. P. 
Upon which he largely treated © of the Obedience which to 

Subjects 
v Hi. Croyl. Cont, p. 559. 
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Subjects owe to their Princes; and ſhewed, by many K. Edward IV. 
Examples out of the Old and New Teſtament, what 
© grievous Plagues had happened to the Rebellious and 
« Diſobedient ; particularizing that Saying of St. Paul, 
«© Non fine Cauſa Rex Gladium portat. He added, That 
© the Majeſty of the King was upheld by the Hand and 
© Counſel of God, by which he was advanced to the 
© Throne of his Anceſtors.* And concluded with ob- 
ſerving, * That, under the Perſon of the King, with the 
« Perſons of the Biſhops and Lords, and under thoſe of 
© the Commons, Si Dominus eos erexerit, nibil eos deerit, 
© ſed Loco Paſcuæ illos collocabit. Then he directed the 
Commons to chuſe their Speaker amongſt themſelves, yw,...... Ars 
as uſual, and preſent him to the King; who, next Day, ix, Eſa; 
preſented Milliam Allington, Eſq; for that Office, and he "ne Drag 
was allowed accordingly. 3 
The firſt Thing we find is a Creation exemplified of 
Richard the King's ſecond Son, being thereby made The King's te- 
Duke of York and Norfolk, Earl-Marſhal of England, Bals er er 
and Earl of Jarren and Nottingham. Likewiſe that the Ss. l 
King had appointed his ſaid Son to marry with Anne, 
the Daughter and Heir to John late Duke of Norfolk, 
the ſaid Anne being then but fix Years of Age, and the 
Prince about the ſame. On this Declaration an Act 
was made, That if the ſaid Anne ſhould happen to die 
before ſhe had Iſſue by the ſaid Duke of York, that L 354 ] 
then the ſaid Duke ſhould enjoy, during his Life, ſeveral 
Baronies, Honours, Caſtles, Manors, Knights Fees, 
and other Hereditaments by Name, in Wales, Suſſex, 
and other Countries, Parcel of the Inheritance of the 
ſaid Anne, A Confirmation of the Jointure, rated b 
Particulars, to Elizabeth Ducheſs of Norfolk, late Wife 
to John Duke of Norfel+; all which Premiſes, with 
al other Reverſions of the ſaid Duke, were granted and 
confirmed by Parliament to the faid Duke of York, du- 
ting his Life; in which are included ſome Proviſions for 
the Lord Howard, the Lord Berkeley, and others. 
The Exchange of the Caſtle and Manor of Elvel, in 
Wales, belonging to Richard. Duke of Glouceſter and 
Ame his Wife, for the King's Caftle and Manor of 
Wigmore, in the ſame Country, &c. was confirmed by 


aliament ; as alſo ſome other Privileges were granted 
to the ſaid Duke. 
Ang 
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And whereas the King had created George Vevile, the 


Mevile Duke of Son of John Nevile, late Marquis of Montacute, Duke of 


Hedford”s Title 
ones 


& 355 ] 


Bedford; the King, by Authority of Parliament, revoketh 
the ſaid Creation, and all other Titles and Honour, 
as well from the ſaid George as from the ſaid Fobn . 
It is neceſſary to expatiate a little upon this extraordi. 
nary Act of Revocation. John Newile, ſecond Son to 
Richard Earl of Saliſbury, and Brother to the famous 
Earl of Harwich, for his good Services to the Houſe of 
York, had been created Marquis of Montacute, or Mou. 
tague, by King Edward IV. and had ſeveral large and 


rich Manors given him. Hiſtorians are far from be- 


ing clear in the Character of this Nobleman ; it is faid 
that when his Brother the Earl of Farwick deſerted the 
Intereſt of the Duke of Yor4, he did the fame, and rai- 
fed Forces in the North, and that, by both, Edward was 
driven out of the Kingdom. In the Parliament called on 
the Reſtoration of Henry VI. the ſame Authorities aſſure 
us, that the Marquis came to it, and, with many Words, 
endeavoured to excuſe his having formerly acted for 
King Edward; urging, that it was really the Fear of 
Death only that obliged him to it; on which he ob- 
tained his Pardon, and was put upon the ſame Footing, 
for Friendſhip, with his Brother. But, adds one, if he 
had ſtood firm to Edward he had done Henry leſs Harm 
as an open Enemy, than a treacherous Friend, becauſe 
thoſe we are aware of ſeldom greatly hurt us *, For, 
within a ſhort Time after, King Edward returning, this 
2 privately held a Correſpondence with him; and 

eing then with a large Army at Pontfrete, he ſuffered 
Edward to paſs by him without Moleſtation. That after- 
wards he outwardly made a Shew of joining with his 
Brother the Earl of H/arw:ich, and the reſt of the Lan- 
caſtrians, at Barnet, but that he privately got on King 
Edward's Livery, in order to take his Part; which be- 
ing diſcerned by ſome of his Brother's Servants, they 
forthwith fell upon him and killed him. Theſe laſt 


Particulars are only mentioned by Dugdale, who quotes 
Leland's 


This Caſe is cited by Mr. Pym in the Trial of the Duke of Buct- 
ingbam, Anno 2 Car. I. See Parkamentary Hiſtory, Vol. VII. p. 127. 
x Porro fp is cum Edwardo fletifſet, Dubio procul minus Heſs quam far 
coſus Amicus læſiſſet; quoniam gue cavemus raro baudve graviter naceni. 
Pol, Verg. p. 521, 
y Dugdale's Baronage, Vol. I. p. 503, from Leland. 
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Leland's Collectanea for his Authority; but, if this had K. Edward IV. 


deen true, his Son George, without the higheſt Ingrati- 
tude, had never ſuffered as above: For we are told that, 
by his Father's Attainder at this Time, he was deprived 
of ſufficient Livelihood; and, loſing all his own Ho- 
nours and Titles alſo, he retired to Sherrff- Hutton 
WH Caſtle, in York/bire ; where, Anno 1483, 1 Edward V. 
he died. 
| The Earl's other Brother, George Nevile, Archbiſhop 
- WH of York, famous for his extraordinary Inſtallation- 
| WH Feaſt, lived ſome Time quietly under Edward's Go- 
- WH ernment : But the King, growing jealous of him, at 
| WH laſt ſeized on his Perſon and Effects by a Stratagem, and 
e WH {nt him Priſoner to the Caſtle of Guiſnes, where he 
Von after died. Thus the Crime of double Perfidy was 
amply revenged by the Deſtruction of this whole Noble 
Family,——But to return to our Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings. 

To ſoften the Rigour of the laſt Sentence, we find 
that ſome others, who had been attainted, were par- 
doned, and had their Eſtates reſtored to them. The 
Principal of which was Sir Thomas Vere, Knt. Brother 
to John late Earl of 3 which Family had been 
ſtrongly attached to the Houſe of Lanca/ter ; for, even 
aſter the Battle of Terw4/bury, the ſaid Earl and his Bro- 
thers retired to St. Michaels Mount, in Cornwall, and 
eld it out againſt King Edward for ſome Months. The 
Earl himſelf, however, ſuffered ſeverely; for though he 
was pardoned as to his Life, in the Parliament of the 


de Caftle of Gur/nes, and continued ſo to the laſt Year 
his od Richard III. In all which Time his Lady was never 
luſfered to come to him, nor had any Thing allowed 
> or her Maintenance; but lived upon the Charity of 
vell-diſpoſed People, and by what ſhe could earn with 

* ter Needle, or other feminine Employments . 
n We muſt not omit another Remark, viz. That the 
r. Proceſs and Judgment againſt another Lady, called, in 
— the Record, Ankerette Twiniho, for poiſoning Iſabel late 
od Wife to George Duke of Clarence, and for which the ſaid 
„Lady had ſuffered Death at Varwicł the Year before, 
ere utterly repealed by this Parliament. Probably, it 
Vol. II. A a © being 
© Fabian's Chronicle, Fol, ccxxi, 


12th of this King, yet he was made a cloſe Priſoner in 
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K. Edward IV. being found a wrong Accuſation, this was to make ſome 


[ 357 J 


Several uſeful 
Acts paſſed. 
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Amends to her Family; the ſeizing upon her Perſon, 
Trial, Judgment, and Death, being proved, in the Re. 
cord, to have all been done by the Inſtigation of the 
Duke of Clarence, 

On the Petitions of the Commons ſome uſeful Ad; 
were made this Parliament; as, That all Iriſb Money 
© ſhould be prohibited in this Kingdom : That it ſhould 
© be Felony to carry out of England or Wales any Coin 
of this Realm, or any Plate, Bullion, Jewels of Gold 
© or Silver, without the King's Licence, &c. An AR 
* againſt unlawtul Games, ſuch as are there call'd Ale, 
Haf- Bowl, Rayles, Hand-in- Hand, or Quech board, 
© on Pain of two Years Impriſonment, and Forfeiture of 
© 401. and whoſoever ſhould ſuffer any other Perſon to 
© play at ſuch Games in his Houſe, or other Place, ſhal 
< ſuffer three Years Impriſonment, and forfeit 20/, A 
© long Act for regulating Apparel, which had then groyn 
© to a very great Extravagance. An Act was made to 
© repeal a Parliament holden Anno 9 Edward IV. ſor 
Anno 48 Henry VI.] with all the Acts therein made, 
and their Exemplifications *,” Laſtly, the Abridge- 
ment mentions an Act, to continue only to next Parlia- 
ment, To oblige all Iriſbmen born, or coming of 1 
© Parents, who reſide in England, either to repair and 
© remain in Ireland, or elſe to pay yearly a certain Sum, 
© there rated, for the Defence of the ſame.” Alſo, 
That an Ordinance was made for ohn Atwill, a Bur- 
© oeſs in this Parliament for the City of Exeter, (who 
< had been condemned in the Exchequer, on eight feve- 
© ral Informations, at the Suit of Fohn Taylor, of the 
© fame Town) to have as many Superſedeas as he pleaſed, 
© untill his coming to his own Home.” An Act of Pri 
vilege directly in the Face of the other Courts of Juſtice, 
and is ſomewhat extraordinary at that Time. 

The Reader may obſerve that no Supply was either 
aſked or granted this Parliament, ſome other Neceſſities 
of State requiring this Meeting, and the King ſtill ſud- 
fiſting himſelf on his own Revenues. 

About this Time a Diſcord aroſe between the King 
and his Brother George, Duke of Clarence, which ended 
in the Deſtruction of the latter. 


1 


See before in this Volume, p. 334, 350» 
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© ſt was obſerved, ſays the Flory of Croyland e, that K. Edward Iv. 


the Duke withdrew himſelf, by little and little, from the 
King's Preſence; in Council he would ſcarce ſpeak a 


Word, nor would he willingly either eat or drink in the 


King's Palace. This Coldneſs in the Duke was thought A quarrel be- 
by many to proceed from the general Reſumption of tween the King 
Crown Lands, which, as has been ſaid, the King had and his Brother 


practiſed ; by which the Duke had loſt the noble Lord- 
ſhip of Tutbury, and ſeveral other Lands which the 
King had formerly given him. Add to this, that, on 
the Death of Charles Duke of Burgundy, Mary his only 
Daughter and Heir, by Margaret, King Edward's 
Siſter, was defigned by her Mother to be given to Cla- 
rence, his own Wife being newly dead; but the King, 
ſays our Authority, not willing his ungrateful Brother 
ſhould gain ſuch a Fortune, impeded the Match fo 
much that it never took Place ; and the young Lady 
was afterwards married to the Emperor of Germany's 
Son, Maximilian, The Duke's Anger was, by this 
Uſage, much more raiſed againſt the King, and they 
began to regard one another with no brotherly AſpeQts : 
Betides, Flatterers and Tale-bearers, who always haunt 
the Courts of Princes, by carrying and repeating Stories, 
made the Matter ſtill worſe between them. But the 
Reaſon of the Duke's Impriſonment is ſaid to be this ; 
one John Stacey, whom our Author calls an Aſtrono- 
mer and a great Necromancer, was joined in Confede- 
racy with Thomas Burdet, Eſq; one of the Duke's Ser- 
vants; and they were accuſed of compaſling the Death 
of Kichard Lord Beauchamp, at the Inſtigation of his 
Wife, an Adultreſs, by making of Leaden Images, and 
other Things to that Purpoſe. Stacey having paſſed a 
ſevere Examination on the exerciſing this damnable Art, 
lays the Monk, confeſſed many Matters both againſt 
himſelf and againſt the ſaid Burdet, who was thereupon 
taken up. They were both tried in Meſtminſter-Hall, 
at the Bar of the King's Bench, moſt of the Lords 


George Duke ef 
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Temporal fitting with the Judges, where they were 7% of the lat- 
found guilty, and condemned to ſuffer Death for it. ter's Confede- 
Being drawn to Tyburn, and permitted to ſpeak what rates executed, 
they pleaſed, Stacey ſaid little; but Burdet, with great:vowing their 


Boldneſs and many Words, declared his Innocence, and 


A a2 ended 
e H. Creyl. Conte p. 561, 2. : 


Innocency. 
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K. Edward IV. ended his Diſcourſe, adds the Monk, with theſe Word; 
of Suſanna, Ecce morior, cum nihil horum fecerim f. 

The next Day the Duke of Clarence came into the 

Council-Chamber, at Heſminſter, and brought with 

him a famous Divine, of the Order of Minorets, who 

had taken the Confeſſion and Declaration aſoreſaid, 

and repeated it to the Lords of the Council ; which as 

ſoon as he had done, the Duke withdrew, The King 

was at that Time at Windſor, and, when he was told 

this Affair, he fell into a vehement Paſſion at his Bro- 

ther; and recollecting in his Mind all the Informations 

he had received againſt him, he ſummoned him to ap- 

pear before him, on a Day appointed, in the Palace zt 

Weftminſter, when the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of 

L 360 ] London were preſent ; and there the King, with his 

own Mouth, accuſed the Duke of many Articles, par- 

ticularly the laſt- mentioned; aggravating it vehemently 

againſt him, and charging the Duke with ſtigmatizing 

him as a Reprobate to the Laws of the Land, and that 

his Judges and Juries were equally unjuſt. Upon which 

the Duke was ſent Priſoner to the Tower, from which 

Impriſonment Death only freed him. 

What followed in the next Parliament, til] adds our 

former Authority, ens refugit enarare ; ſince it was 

a melancholy Sight to ſee ſuch Diſcord ariſe between 

two Perſons ſo near a-kin in Humanity; for no one 

charged the Duke but the King, nor no one anſwered 

the King but the Duke. Some, however, were pro- 

duced, of whom it was much doubted whether they 

"The Duke him- came as Accuſers of the Duke, or Evidences for him. 

felf tried, ©. The Duke anſwered all Objections to his Conduct by a 


demned, and exe- , * gs 5 
cuted. flat Denial; offering, if it might be granted, to defend 
8 his 
f This Burdet is the Man whom all our later Hiſtorians particularly 
mention for being executed on a very trivial Accuſation. King Edu, 
in ſome Progreſs that he rnade, took. Occaſion to hunt in this Gentle- 
man's Park; and, amongſt ſeveral Deer that he killed, ſhot a white 
Buck, which the Squire much valued : And ſaying that he wiſhed the 
Horns of the Buck in that Man's Belly who adviſed the King to kill him, 
this was conſtrued as wiſhing the Horns in the King's Belly, and he wi 
executed for it. Our contemporary Hiftorians, from whom we have 
quoted, mention nothing of this Buck Affair; and old Stotoe ſays exprel- 
iy, That he was accuſed of Poiſoning, Soreery, and Inchantment, heinous 
Crimes in thoſe Days to be even ſuſpected of; for which he was attainted 
by Parliament, drawn to Tyburn, and there beheaded. This may there- 


fore be looked upon as one of the partial Strokes at the Houſe of 77 by 
the Lancaſtrian Writers who ſucceeded, Store's Chron, p. 430. 
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bis Cauſe by Combat. uid multis immorer? The K. Edward IV- 


Houſe of Lords were of Opinion that the Evidence 
againſt the Duke was ſufficient, and therefore proceeded 
to Condemnation ; the Sentence of which was pro- 
nounced by Henry Duke of Buckingham, tor that Time 


made Lord High- Steward of Englands. Execution, 


however, was delayed till the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons and his Brethren were called before the other 
Houſe, when a Re-hearing of the whole Matter was 
made before them. The Conſequence of all which 
was, T hat the Duke was put to Death, within the 
Tower of London, in a few Days ; but what Kind of 
Death he ſuffered is unknown, Utinam Finis mali * : 
This is the honeſt Monk's Prayer, at the End of his 
Tragic Story. And a ſuperſtitious Perſon would be apt 
to believe that he had either foreſeen or dreaded ſome 
future Miſchief might happen, as indeed it did, to the 
two Children of this unfortunate Prince, Edward Earl 
of Maric, and Margaret Counteſs of Saliſbury ; both 
born, ſays an Hiſtorian, under the ſame malevolent 
Conftellation with their Father ; for he loſt his Head in 
Henry the Seventh's Time, and ſhe her's, by Command 
of Henry the Eighth !. 

We have choſen to tranſlate all the aboveſaid Account 
rom the contemporary Hiſtory before quoted, as the 
beſt Authority we can give of this extraordinary Pro- 
ceeding. Add to this, that all our antient Chronicles 
are expreſs that the Nuke was condemned by Parlia- 
ment ; and yet there is not one Word of it, or of any 
Parliament being ſummoned at that Time, to be found 
on Record. It is probable that the great Grief, which 
al agree the King expreſſed afterwards, for ſuffering, 
himſelf to be hurried away by Prejudice and Paſſion 
wainlt his Brother, was the Occaſion that the Proceſs 
was kept out of the Records, | . 

But the particular Writer of this King's Life is more 
explicit, and hath not only laid the Death of the Duke 
of Clarence to the evil Machinations of his Brother 

Aa 3 Glau- 


b Sir William Dugdale ſays, That the Duke was not attainted in Par- 
lament till after his Death; but the Authority afore-quoted,. which 
gs the contrary, is not to be conttadicted. Dugdale's Baronage , 
01. 8 p. 164. 
Moſt Authors agree that he was drowned in a Butt of Mali. ſey Wine. 
Hindi, Vol, II, P · 66. . 
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K. Edward IV. Glouceſter, but hath alſo given us the Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of the Bill of Attainder againſt him; which, as 
it lays the Matter fully open, we ſhall give in his own 
Words as follows“: | 

Tue rom of at. In his Attainder, according to the Form, are Crimes 

tainder againſt enough to make his Death have Appearance of [uf. 

him, © tice; the Execution of which the King ſeemed rather 
© conſtrained to, than to have ſought. For there are 
«* reckoned up, How the Duke of Clarence, to bring the 
L998 ] *s preſent Government into Hatred with the People, and 
© thereby the preſent State into Trouble, had not only 
© in his Speeches frequently laid Injuſtice to the King's 
© Charge in attainting Thomas Burdet falſly, convict of 
© many notorious T reaſons, but ſuborned many of his 
« Servants and divers others, corrupted with Money, 
© to divulge the like ſeditious Diſcourſes : That he had 
< ſpread abroad impious Rumours, that the King dealt 
© by Necromancy ; and that, upon Offence again 
© ſuch of his Subjects, whom by Order of Law he could 
© not deſtroy, he was accuſtomed to take them away by 
© Poiſon: That he had not reſted there, but, thereby 
© to advance himſelf ta the Kingdom, and for ever to 
< diſable the King and his Poſterity from the Crown, 
© he had, contrary to Truth, Nature, and Religion, 
© Viper-like deſtroying her who gave him Life, publilh- 
© ed that the King was a Baſtard, and no way capable 
© to reign: That, to make this his ſo monſtrous Am- — 
© bition more ſucceſsful, and already to begin his Uſur- D. 
© pation, he had cauſed many of the King's Subjects , 
© be ſworn upon the moſt bleſſed Sacrament to be tru Gf 
© to him and his Heirs, without any Exception of thei * 
* Allegiance; after which ſo ſolemn Oaths, he diſcover- 
© ed to them his Reſolution to right himſelf and his F. 1 
£ lowers, who had both ſuffered by the King's violent 
* wreiting away their Eſtates, and in particular to te 
+ venge himſelf upon the King, who (as he moſt in- 
© piouſly and falſly ſuggeſted) had, by Art. Magic, con- 7 
© trived to conſume him, as a Candle conſumeth Par 
* burning. And, what moſt expreſſed the Treaſon d = 
his Deſigns, that he had got out an Exemplizend 
. unce 


k Mr. Habington ſeldom quotes his Authorities; but this is moſt 
tainly taken from old Stetue, who ſays he had read the Atta 
Chron. p. 430. 
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under the Great Seal of Henry VI. late King, wherein K. Edward Iv. 
© was ſhewed how, by the Parliament, it was enacted, 
That, if the ſaid Henry, and Edward his Son, ſhould 
«die without Iſſue Male, the Kingdom ſhould deſcend 
upon the Duke of Clarence and his Heirs; whereby 
© clearly appeared his Intention immediately to poſfel. 
© himſelf of the Crown, with Deſtruction of King Ed- 
© ward and his Children, by Pretence of a general Elec- 
tion of the Commonwealth, This was the Sum of 
© his Attainder, which we may well believe had not fo 
 ealily paſſed but by the King's public declaring himſelf; 
the ſecret working of the Duke of Glouceſter ; and the 
© paſſionate urging of the Queen's Kindred. But this 
© Attainder hath in it one Thing moſt remarkable, that His Deas ' 
Clarence here falſly was — of laying Baſtardy to x = 2 
the King, to endeavour Poſſeſſion of the Crown; which ther Richard 

$ afterwards was alledged indeed by Richard Duke of Duke of Glo- 


* Glouceſter, to the abſolute Diſinherit of the King's e. 
Sons.“ 
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It was not till five Vears after the Diſſolution of the Anno Regni 22. 
alt Parliament that we meet with another on Record, 2482+ 
which was ſummoned by Writs, dated at Nefiminſter, a, Weftminfler, 
November 15, in the 22d and laſt Year of this King, 
to meet at the ſame Place on the 20th of January fol- 
lowing. The firſt Writ to the Peers was directed 
to his moſt dear firſt-born Son, Edward Prince of 
Wales, &c. the next to the King's other Son, Richard 
Duke of York, and the next to Richard Duke of Glau- 
ceſter. 

Being all aſſembled on the Day appointed, the Arch- 
biſhop of York, Thomas Rotheram, Lord-Chancellor, 
opened the Seſſion by a Speech, not given, on this Sub- 
ject, Dominus Illuminatio mea & Salus mea. Aſter 
which he directed the Commons to chuſe a Speaker; lens —_— 
— the next Day, preſented John Mood, Eſq; for that —— 

ce. 

The firſt Thing, on Record, which was done in this 
Parliament, is, That the Houſe of Commons voted a 
oupply ; and, by the Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
temporal, a Tenth and a Fifteenth, to be levied on 
ie Laity, was granted, except a Deduction of 6000 /. 
do 
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K. Edward IV. to be beſtowed on decayed Towns; alſo a yearly Sub- 
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A Sumptuary 
Law, 


ſidy to be levied on all Strangers, as well Denizens ay 
others: And, at the Requeſt of the Commons, in Re- 
compence of the above Grant, the King commanded 
that all the Statutes, concerning Weights and Meaſures, 


Labourers, Beggars, and Vagabonds, ſhould be pro- 


claimed and duly obſerved. 

A yearly Rent, or Annuity, out of the King's Cu- 
ſtoms and other Revenues, amounting to the Sum of 
11,0001. was ſettled, by Parliament, for defraying the 
King's Houſhold Expences. 

The reſt of the Buſineſs tranſacted in this Parliament, 
which the Record gives us, was chiefly Gifts, and Ex- 
changes of Manors and other Hereditaments in the 
Duchies of Cornwall and Lancaſter, which would be too 
tedious to mention; except that a very large Grant to 
Richard Duke of Gloucefler, of the Wardenſhip of the 
North Marches, together with the Caſtles, Towns, 
Lordſhips, Cuſtoms, and Fee-Farm of Carliſſe and 
Newcaſtle, with ſeveral of the King's Hereditaments, 


belonging to the Duchy of Lancaſter, in Cumberland, 


and ſeveral Countries and Lands within Scotland, there 
mentioned, and ſome Royal Prerogatives within the 
ſame, to hold the ſame of the King, by Knight's Ser- 
vice, was confirmed by Parliament. This extraordi- 
nary Grant, with what has preceded, were but too 
ungratefully repaid, as will appear in the Sequel. Alſo, 
On ſome Grants, Leaſes, and Releaſes made between 
the King, the Abbot of St. Mary's, York, and the Prior 
of St. John's of Feruſalem, confirmed by this Parliament, 
Mr. Prynne, the Publiſher of the Abridgement, remarks, 
© That in all theſe Grants, as well of the ſaid Abbot 
© as the ſaid Prior, they ſeverally ſtile the King by thele 
very Words, Supremus Dominus naſter Edwardus Quar- 
© tus, Rex. At which Time, adds he, if there was 
any Pope, either his Power here was very little, or 
© elſe not much regarded.” 
Some Acts are alſo in the Statute-Books, made this 
Parliament, for the Advantage of the Public, to which 
we refer ; and ſhall only mention one, by which all for- 
mer Statutes made, touching the Exceſs of Apparel, 
were repealed ; and what Kind of Apparel Tempora 
Men of every Degree and Eſtate were allowed to * 
lo, 
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Alſo, That none, under the Degree of a Lord, except K. Edward IV 
certain Perſons particularly named, ſhall wear any 
« Gown, or Mantle, unleſs it be of ſuch a Length that, 
« 2 Man ſtanding upright, it ſhall cover his Privy Mem- 
bers and Buttocks u. 

But, tho' our Records inform us of no public Affairs 
being tranſacted this Parliament, yet our Hiſtorian afore- 
mentioned is not ſo filent : That Authority tells us, 
That Edward's foreign Negotiations were driven to a 
very diſagreeable Criſis. He now found out, that Lewis 
the French King had long made his Game of him ; and, 
at preſent, ſeemed ſo much to depiſe his Power, that 
he not only withdrew the annual Tribute, but actually 
forbid the Marriage of the Dauphin with the Princeſs 
Elizabeth, Edward's eldeſt Daughter, though they had 
been ſolemnly contracted : That the Scots, having a 
Mind to break the Truce, firſt deſpiſed the Match that 
was agreed upon between their King and Cicely, another 
Daughter of Edward's, and then openly eſpouſed the 
Cauſe of France, Other foreign Concerns, relating to 
his Friend the Duke of Auſtria, gravell'd him; nor were 
his domeſtic Affairs in any profound Degree of Tran- Ih King — 
quillity. Under theſe Dilemmas, adds our Author, he iy diſtreſſed. 
found himſelf neceſſitated to call a Parliament, to whom 
li- be opened the Cauſe of his Troubles, and the fraudulent 
00 Uſage he had met with from the Powers above-mention- 
lo, ed, and begged of them to affiſt him to revenge the 6 ; 
en Wl Afront, Nevertheleſs he durſt not, ſays the Monk, L 366 
10r Wl atk any Subſidy from the Commons; but took more 
nt, Freedom with the Clergy, to whom he told his Neceſ- 
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ks, fities in a kind Manner; and they, with as much Be- TheClergy grant 
bot I nignity, granted a Tenth, and were ſo complaiſant to him a Tenth. 
ele him, that whatever the King aſked they granted. Here 

are 


the Monk falls into an Exclamation againſt fuch Prac- 
was Wl tices; which, becauſe it is ſingular in its Kind, we ſhall 
, Of WW eve in his own Words: O ſervile, pernitioſum Exitium 

Eccleſie! Avertat Deus, ab omnibus Regum ſucceden- 


tum Animis Factum ejuſmadi in ullam trabere Conſe- 
hic Bl quentiam ; ne forſan ipfis ea Mala, five deteriora, exco- 
for- Wl citare poſſint, eveniant, que mox huic Regi, & ſug cla- 
. riſſume Poſteritatt, miſerabiliter evenerunt *, 
DOT 


The 


® Statutes at large, Anno 22 Edward IV. cap. i, 
bt Hl, Croy!, Cent. P- 363. 
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The 1 of the Records hath given us the 


Names of the Peers ſummoned to attend a Parliament 


at Weſlminſter, Fanuary the 20th, in the 23d Year of 


this King, wherein the firſt Writ is directed to his firſt. 
born Son, Edward Prince of Hales, Cc. and the next 
to Richard Duke of York ; but there are no Proceedings 
of ſuch a Parliament on Record: It is probable they 
never met, being prevented by the laſt Sickneſs and Death 
of the King, which happened ſoon after; for he died 
at his Palace of Meſiminſter the gth of April, Anno 1483, 


and the 23d Year of his Reign. 


The inteſtine Troubles that were on Foot, in this 
Kingdom, -when this Monarch began his Reign, and 
which continued, by Intervals, during the greateſt Part 
of it, yields but ſmall Matter for theſe Parliamentary 
Inquiries. And indeed when Edward, by many Vic- 
tories, had, at length, ſubdued all his Enemies, we find 
but very few Parliaments called, in Proportion to ſome 
former Reigns. It is probable that this King had taken 
ſome Diſguſt againſt theſe Aſſemblies, by obſerving that 
they ever declared on the ſtrongeſt Side ; a flagrant In- 
ftance of which was, the recognizing and ſwearing to 
defend two oppoſite Titles in leſs than the Space of ſix 
Months ». It is true the Kingdom had been waſted to the 
very Bones, as it were, by the great Depredations, al- 
ways conſequential to Civil Wars; and the Commons leſt 
in ſo poor a Condition that they were little able to grant 
Supplies ; which might be another Reaſon why this King 
choſe not to oppreſs them by Taxes, but to ſupport 


himſelf on the Revenues of the Crown, his own pater- 


nal Eſtate, Benevolences from the Rich, and the Re- 
turns of Money he muſt neceſſarily acquire by Traffck 
in his mercantile Aﬀairs, In relation to Trade in ge- 
neral, though the Reader may obſerye that many good 
Acts were made in this Reign to encourage it, particu- 
larly the Woollen Manufactory, yet moſt Authors have 
accuſed this King of a very falſe Step, in making a Preſent 
to his Brother of Spain of ſome Cot/wold Sheep; the Breed 
of which has been very detrimental to that laſt-named 
natural Branch of Trade ever ſince: But an old Hiſtorian? 


5 See p. 334, 339“ 359 385. has, 
pF. Stozve, p 419. A League of Friendſhip and Commerce having 
teen ratified between King Edward, Henry King of Caſii/e, and John King 
of Arragon ; the former, judging it very beneficial to England, made ths 
latter a Preſent of theſe Sheep, Anno 1465, 
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has, in ſome Meaſure, cleared him from that Aſperſion, 
by obſerving that, long e'er this, Sheep mult have been 
common in Sparn, as is apparent by a Patent, granted 
by King Henry II. Anno 1185, in the 31ſt of his Reign, 
to the Weavers of London, That if any Engliſh Cloth 
was found to be mixed with Spaniſh Wooll, the Mayor 
of London ſhould ſee it burnt. Thus much we have 
thought proper to ſay at the Concluſion of this Reign; 
but as to the Virtues and Vices of King Edward IV. in a 
more general Way, we leave them as they were; ſince 
it is well known that the good and bad Characters of 
this Prince are ſufficiently diſcuſſed by other Hiſtorians, 


TAXES during the Reigns of King Henry VI. and 
King Edward IV. 


[: the firſt Year of Henry VI. the Commons, with 


the Aſſent of the Biſhops and Lords, granted to the 
ing a Subſidy on Woollen or Staple Wares, viz. 
925. 4d. on Natives for every Sack of Wooll, and for 
every 240 1b. of Wooll-fells, 345. 44. Of Aliens, 
435. 4d. for the fame. Tonnage at 3s. and Poundage 
at 125. on Aliens only, for two Years to come. 

In his ſecond Year the ſame Tax was renewed for two 
Years more, 

In his third Year the former Subſidies on Woolls were 
granted for three Years longer, and Tonnage and Poun- 
cage for one Year, upon Condition that foreign Mer- 
chants ſhould be ſtrictly looked to for their Duties. 

In his fourth Year the ſame Subſidy on Woolls, &c. 
with Tonnage and Poundage, was granted for two Years, 
as in the preceding Parliaments. 

In his ſixth Year the Parliament granted a Subſidy of 
35. a Ton for all Wine imported, and 1s. in the Pound 
for all Merchandize. Beſides this, there was an uncom- 
mon Sort of a Tax granted by this Parliament, in the 
Nature of a Pell-Tax, that all Inhabitants, Houſholders, 
within every Pariſh of the Realm, Cities and Boroughs 
excepted, ſo that there be ten Perſons keeping Houſe in 
ſuch Pariſh, ſhall pay to the King 65. 8 d. for their Goods 
and Moveables : And over that every Houſholder inha- 
biting in each Pariſh where there are ten of them, and 
waole Churches extend to the Value of ten Marks, ſhall 
pay to the King 13s, 4d. Alſo that every Inhabitant, 

Houſholder, 
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Houſholder, within the Cities and Borough Towns of 
this Kingdom, the Value of whoſe Pariſh-Church 
amounts to the Sum of 20s. per Ann. ſhall pay to the 
King 25. and fo above to the higheſt Value of the aig 
Churches ; ſaving to thoſe Cities and Boroughs their 
Franchiſes and Liberties. Alſo every Perſon, being in 
Poſſeſſion of Freehold Lands to the Value of a whole 
Knight's Fee, ſhall pay 6s. 8 d. and after that Rate to 
the fourth Part of a Knight's Fee, to be paid at the Time; 
aſcertained, truſting always that the Lords Spiritual wil 
tax themſelves a whole Diſme, for the Defence of the 
King and Realm aforeſaid. No Member of Parliament 
to be either a Commiſſioner or Collector of this Tax. 
In his eighth Year a Supply was granted of one whole 
Tenth and one Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laitr, 
The Commons, at the ſpecial Inftance of the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, juſt then made a Cardinal, granted another 
Tenth and a Fifteenth, to be levied as above. They 


- alſo gave the King a Grant of Tonnage and Poundage, 


to continue till the next Parliament, 

In the ſame Seſſion they gave the King the like Sub- 
fidy on Woolls as was granted in former Parliaments, 
for two Years. And at the ſame Time they conſented 
to ſhorten the Payment of the laſt Tenth and Fifteenth, 
to relieve the preſſing Neceſſities of the State. 

In his ninth Year the Parliament granted a Supply of 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth, and a Third of both; they 
alſo gave Tonnage and Poundage for two Years, with a 
Subſidy of the like Value on all Merchants Aliens, over 
and above the ſaid Tonnage and Poundage. The Com- 
mons alſo granted to the King 20s. from every Layman 
holding a Knight's Fee, and according to that Valve un- 
der or over. The ſame from the Clergy for all Lands 
purchaſed fince the 20th of Edward I. And that all 
other Perſons, having Hereditaments to the Value of 


204, over all Reprizes, not held as above, ſhall alſo pay 


20s. and fo according to that Rate: But this was after- 
wards given up by the King, t : 

In his tenth Year he had half a Tenth and half a Fif- 
teenth; alſo one Year's Subſidy on Woolls, at five No- 
bles a Sack, and on every 240 Wooll-fells; and the 
ſame Tonnage and Poundage as in the laſt Parliament. 
But he releaſed the Increaſe of 6 d. in the Pound on 
Merchant Strangers, | The 
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The twelfth Year the Parliament granted a Tenth 
and a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Lalty. They like- 
wiſe granted the ſame Tonnage and Poundage given the 
aſt Year, for two Years to come; as alſo a Subſidy of 
535. 4d. on every Sack of Wooll for three Years en- 
ſuing; and, beſides this, a Vote of Credit of 100,000 
Marks. | 

In his fourteenth Year a very unuſual Subſidy was 
granted, viz. That every Perſon holding any Frank Te- 
nant in Lands, Annuities, Fees, Offices, or Heredita- 
ments, above the yearly Value of 5 J. ſhould pay 6 4. 
for every Pound upon his Oath. From 5 J. to 1001. 
yearly, the ſame ; from the laſt Sum to 4oo/. per Ann. 
$4. a Pound; and above that to the higheſt Value, 25. 
for every Pound. They alſo 1 to the King a full 
Tenth and a Fifteenth on the Laity. A Subſidy alfo on 
every Sack of Wooll; 335. 44. from Merchants De- 
nizens, and 46s. 8 d. from Aliens; and ſo according to 
that Rate on the other Staple Ware, with Tonnage and 
Poundage for two Years. 

In his fifteenth Year the Subſidies granted were the 
like Tenth and Fifteenth as in the laſt. Alſo the ſame 
Subſidy on Woolls, with Tonnage and Poundage, c. 
+ W's granted for three Years to come. A Vote of Credit 
- > WWhallo for 100,000 l. 

In his eighteenth Year a Tenth and a Fifteenth, and 
half a Fifteenth and a Tenth, was granted to be levied 
\ a WW" the Laity, as in his fourth Year, An Impoſt on 
t Voolls was alſo granted for three Years ; and, that all 
liens, not Denizens, Men or Women, within the 
Realm, ſhould pay to the King yearly 16 d. for each, 
ting an Houſe-keeper ; being none, 64. 

In his twentieth Year a Tenth and a Fifteenth ; re- 
eving 4000/7, out of this Tax for decayed Towns and 
illages. The ſame Subſidy on Woolls, &c. as in the 
at, for two Years next coming. | 
n his twenty-third Year half a Tenth and half a 
liteenth was granted by Parliament. Before this Par- 
ri. ment was diffolved there was alſo granted by it a 
No- mole Fifteenth and a Tenth, and a Half of each; re- 
- the ing 6000 J. out of the former, and 300017. from the 

itter, for the Relief of poor Towns, deſolate, waſted, 
* deſtroyed, Tonnage and Poundage, as before, was 
led for three Years to come. 1 
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In his twenty-ſeventh Year a Grant of half a Ten 
and half a Fifteenth, to be levied on the Laity, paſſe 
both Houſes; with a Grant alſo of Tonnage and Poun. 
dage, for five Years to come, on all Merchants whatf. 
ever, with an Addition of 3s. more on Aliens, as well of 
the Hans Towns as otherwiſe. Another Grant wz 
alſo made of half a Tenth and half a Fifteenth. Like. 


_ wiſe a Poll-T ax was again renewed and granted to the 


King of 16 d. to be taken of every Houtholder within 
the Realm, not born within the King's Dominions, and 
64. of every other Perſon ſo born, and no Houſholder; 
with 6s. 8 d. of every Merchant Stranger, and 204. G 
their Clerks. Laſtly, the like Subſidy on Woolls wa 
granted for four Years, as before. 

The next Year the following Subſidy was granted, 
viz. That every Perſon having, by free Deed, Copy, 
Grant of Annuity, or Office, the clear yearly Value df 
205. in Frank Tenement, ſhould pay 64. and fo fron 
205. to 201. From 20 J. to 2001. yearly, 12 d. in the 
Pound : From 2001. and upwards, 25. for every Pound, 
as well Laity as Clergy ; Guardians of Wards, Men 
having Fees, and all Corporations, to pay according -f 

In his twenty-ninth Year he had a Grant of 20,000/ 1: 
out of the Cuſtoms of Londen and Seuthampton ; and 44 
very extraordinary Monopoly was granted, in order / 


raiſe Money. d1 

In his 3oth and 31ſt Years this King had granted hin cit. 
one whole Fifteenth and a Tenth ; reſerving 60001. 2: 
the Relief of poor Towns, c. Tonnage and Poundag nar 
at 45. with 25s. on every 20s. Value of Tin, to con for 


tinue during Life. A Subſidy on Woolls was alla ms: 
granted, viz. 43s. 44. for every Sack, the ſame on 24 
Wooll-fells, and for every Laſt or 100 Hides, 5. « 
Denizens. On Strangers 51. for Wooll, the ſame i 


Merchants, reſiding in this Kingdom, were taxed at 40! 
a Head per Ann. and if they ſtaid but fix Weeks, 20. 
All theſe to continue for Life. In a ſecond Seſſion tl 
ſame Year, half a Tenth and a Fifteenth. No mo! 
T axes in this Reign. | 

In the Public As is a Licence from the King to 0 
John Miſtelden, and three of his Servants, to carry of 
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dc find out the Philoſopher's Stone. There are no leſs | 
4 than three Licences before, in this Reign, to different 
1 people, for this Piece of Folly or Knavery, which was 

0 ſtill carried on to much greater Lengths in later Reigns. 

of WM This Grant is ſpecified, at the End, to be done by the 

3M King, with the Authority of Parliament, which ſhews 

e. the 4 and Credulity of that Age 4. 

he But, in another Licence granted to Fohn Fauceby, 

John Kyrkby, and John Rayny, about four Years after, 

this Myſtery is farther explained in theſe Words : 

Cum antigui ſapientes & famoſiſſimi Philoſophi, in Licence from 
ſuis — & Libris, ſub Figuris & Integumentis, do- —_ — 
merint & relinguerunt, ex Vino, ex Lapidibus pretioſis, to find out the 
ex Oleis, ex Vegetabilibus, ex Animalibus, ex Metallis, Philoſopher's 


el & ex mediis Mineralibus multas Medicinas glorioſas & Stone. 
pr, notabiles confict poſſe; & præſertim quandam pretioſiſſi- 
e ol mam Medicinam, quam aligui Medicorum Philoſophorum 
rom Matrem, vel Imperatricem Medicinarum dixerunt ; alii 
the Gloriam ineſtimabilem eandem nominarunt ; alii, vero 
und, Quintam-Effentiam, aliis Lapidem Philoſophorum & 
Men Elixir Vitæ noncupaverunt; cujus Medicine Virtus tam 
eh. eficax & admirabilis exiſteret, quod per eam quecungque 
001 infirmitates curabiles curarentur fatiliter, Vita humana 
nd d ſuam proregaretur Terminum, & Homo in Sanitate & 


Viribus naturalibus, tam Corporis quam Anime, Fortitu- 
dine Membrorum, Memoriæ Claritate, & Ingenii Viva- 
atate, ad eundem Terminum mirabiliter preſervaretur : 
Duzcungque etiam Vulnera curabilia fine Difficultate ſa- 
narentur, que, inſuper, contra omne Genus Venenorum, 
con foret ſumma & optima Medicina, ſed ad alia plura com- 
s a mode, nobis & Rertpublice Regni noftri utiliſſima, per 
n 240 condemn fot poſſent, veluti Metallorum Tranſmutationes 
; |, n veriſſimum Aurum & finiſſimum Argentum, &c. 


me {0 Teſte Rege apud Veſtmonaſterium, 23 Aprilis, 


Ale 1456, per ipſum Regem, & de Auctoritate Par- 
at 49! liamenti ©, 
$, 20) 


0n M EDJYARD IV. had no Subſidy granted him till 
o mah che third Year of this Reign, when the Parliament gave 
bim an Aid of 37, ooo J. to be levied according to a cer- 
tain Rate: But he aftewards releaſed 60007. of the ſaid 


Grant, 
The 


d Fed, Ang. Tom, XI, ?. 309. e Ibid, p. 379. 
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The next Year he had Tonnage and Poundage of 
every Engliſh Merchant, for every Sack of Wooll, 
335. 4d. For every 240 Wooll-tells, 33s. 44. For 


every Laſt of Hides, 3/. 65. 8 d. And of every Mer. 


chant Stranger, whether Denizens or not, for every Sack 
of Wooll, 31. 65. 8 4. For every Laſt of Hides, 
34. 135. 4d, For every 240 Wooll-fells, 31. 65. 84. 
And all this was granted him for his Life. 

In his eighth Year he had a Subſidy of two whole 
Tenths and two Fifteenths, to be levied on the Laity, 
This Year Henry VI. was reſtored ; but ſoon after Ed. 
ard recovered the Crown; and 

In his twelfth Year the Commons voted a Supply of 
13,000 Archers at their own Coſt, the ſame to be levied 
according to a Proportion out of all Lands and Tene- 
ments. The Lords alſo taxed themſelves by Way of 


aforeſaid, the tenth' Part of one whole Year's Revenue 
of their Lands and Poſſeſſions. 
Ia his thirteenth Year the Commons granted the King 
one Tenth and one Fifteenth. ſx 
The next Year a Subſidy was granted by the Com- | 
mons of a Tenth and a Fifteenth; alſo 51,1177. 45. 74d. Min 
for the Wages of the 13,000 Archers voted in his 12th Hell 
Year. 
In his fifteenth Year he had a Tenth, a Fifteenth, Min | 
and a Third of each; beſides this, the King raiſed Mo- | 
ney after a new Invention, called a Benevolence. for 
In his twenty-ſecond Year he had a Tenth and Wi 


= > my 
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Fifteenth granted him, to be levied on the Laity. The F 
Clergy alſo granted a Tenth. Fi- 
ö 211 


The Price f PRovistons, LABOUR, &c. during tht 
Reigns of Henry VI. and Edward IV. by which « 
better Idea may be formed of the Value of the fort 
going T AXES. 


N the Year 1423 Wheat ſold for 8 5. a Quarter, and 


Malt for 55s. f | Vi 

In 1425 a Colt fold for 8s, Peaſe for 25. 24. a Quer. 
ter, and for 34d. a Buſhel; an Ox's Hide for 2 5. 5% 
a Cow's Hide for 15. 344. and for 15, 734. a CU: 


Sku 
f Fabian's Chrerille, 
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Lein for 154. twenty-one Lambs for 45. a Dozen of 
| Sheep Skins for 3s. a Tod of pure Wooll for 9s. 64. 
zineteen Ells of Napkin Cloth ſold for 5s. a Gallon of 
ale for 14d. Red Wine at 8 d. a Gallon, or Flaggon; 
© WH Sweet Wine at 15. 44. a Stone-Cutter for a Day's La- 
bour 4d. a Tyler 31d. a Sawyer 4d. for twenty Pul- 
lets 15. 8d. for a * of an Ox to ſalt 15. 4d. for 
a Cade of Red Herrings (720 the Cade) 8s. for a Frail 
of Figs 35. 4 d. for twelve Pounds of Raiſins 15. 1 4. 
for a great Fleſh-Ax 1 s. 44. for two Yards of Ruſſet 
Cloth for the Shepherd 25. 2 d. for four Quarters of 
Wheat to be malted 165. for a Bay Horſe for the Pri- 
or's Stable 1 J. 6s. 8 4. for two Colts gs. for thirty Pair 
of Autumnal (Winter) Gloves for the Servants 4s. to 
the Baker's Servant for ten Days 1 s. for threſhing a 
Quarter of Wheat 354. for eight Woodcocks for a Pre- 
ſent 1 5. for twelve Pair of Gloves to the Biſhop of Wor- 
celer's Servants 5 5. for one Man plowing and harrow- 
ing twelve Days 1s. * 
ing In the Year 1426, five Oxen, each apprais'd at 3s. 4 d. 
ix Cows, each at 25. 8 d. three Horſes, each at 3s. © 

m- In 1435 and 1436, Wheat, on account of a wet Autumn 
2d. in 1434, fold for 11. 6s. 84. but the Year following it 
an Wi fell to 53. 4.4. | 

In 1439, Wheat ſold for 205. a Quarter *; and alſo 
nth, Win ſome Places for 17. 65. 8 4. | 
Mo- In 1440, the Scarcity ſtill continuing, Wheat ſold 

for 11. 45. a Quarter; and Malt for 13s. Oats 5s. 44. 

nd 1 Wine 15. a Gallon; and Bay Salt 1s. a Buſhel. 
The From 1444, we have the following Account by Biſhop 
Fleetwood i, viz. For an hundred Quarters of Wheat 
211. 135. 44. each Quarter at 45. 4d. for two Buſhels 
of Wheat for Seed 1s. fot two Buſhels of Peaſe for 
ved alſo 1s, for five Quarters of Peaſe 155.. each 
uarter at 3s. for fifty Quarters of Malt 10/7. each 
warter at 4s, for ſix Calves 12s. each Calf at 25s. for 
ght Porkers 1 J. 4s. each at 3s. without the Head; 
or 40 Geele 195. each Goole at 34. for 31 Dozen of 
Vor. II. B b Pigeons 


Quat, From a Computus of the Prior and Canon of Burcefter, Co, Oxon, in 
ſ, 54 lernet's Parochial Antiquities, 
Call © pelmer's Glofary, under the Word Graile. 


4 Stowe's Chronicle, 
e Fabian. 


c , G 
* Chrunicon Pretieſum. 
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Pigeons 10 6. 8 d. each Dozen at about 4.3. for 151 
Dozen of Pigeons 7 s. 6d. each Dozen at 64. for 100 . 
Dozen of Pigeons, each Dozen at 54d. for an Ox 
11. 11s. 8 d. for 8 Cygnets, or young Swans, each 3;, Ml ( 
for a Flitch of Bacon 13. 8 d. tor 4 Oxen, young and 
lean 525. each at 13s. for 26 Warp of Ling 11. 105. 44, Wc 
for 100 Stock-Fiſh 175. 64. for a Barrel of Herrings, MW 
i. e. 30 Gallons fully packed, 1 J. for two Plough-Oxen 
11. 37. for a Quarter of Oats 15. 84. for three Buſhels WH 
of Green Peaſe for Seed 25. 3d. At this Time it ap- Ne 
pears that Maſter- Traders wrought by the Day at 34. 2. 
and their Labourers or Servants at 1 d. but then it is I. 
believed they had their Meat and Drink. The yearly 
Wages were, ſome 1/7. 65. 8 d. others 1. Q 
In 1445 ſeven Quarters and a Half of Wheat came 
to 30s. which is, each Quarter at 4s. 64. Oats, by WU 


xs. 64. each Gallon at 134. Hay, by the Load, 35. 6:4, 
for 3000 Red Herrings 1/. 115. twenty-four Bullocks 


and Heifers 61. each Head at 5s. Cloth for Surplices for 1 
Scholars, the Ell at 8d. This was the ſame as uſed at MG: 
the Altar, and therefore in thoſe Days was certainly fine. ior 

In a Statute made 24 Henry VI. s for regulating Ser- I. 
vants Wages for Huſbandry, it was enacted, That the WM 1: 


ſhould be 24 5, 4 d. Cloathing of the Price of 55. with 
Meat and Drink; of a Chief Hind, Carter, or Chic 
Shepherd, 205. Cloathing of 45. Price, with Meat and 
Drink; of a common Servant for Huſbandry 155. and 
Cloathing of the Price of 40d. a Woman Servant 10%. 
Cloathing of the Price of 45. with Meat and Drink; of 
a Child, within the Age of 14 Years, bs. Cloathing 3. 
with Diet. The ſame Rules to be obſerved in the Ser- 
vants to Innkeepers, Victuallers, and Artificers in Cities, W92 \ 
Towns, and elſewhere. ce, t 
The Wages of any Free-Maſon or Maſter-Carpen-W. th 
ter, by the Day, not to exceed 44. with Meat and 
Drink; without, 534. Labourers, by the Day, 2d. wit 
Eating; without, 31d. in Harveſt the Wages of 2 Mowe!, 
by the Day, 44. with Meat and Drink; without, 64 
a Man Reaper, or Carter, was to have 3d. a Day, wit 
Eating, and 5 d. without; and,- laſtly, a —_— Li- 
outet 


8 Rot. Pail, 24 Henry VI, No, 44+ 1446, 
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- WH bourer, or other Labourers, in Harveſt, was allow'd 25d. 
Wl a Day, with Meat and Drink; without, 454. 
c In 1447, Wheat, by the Quarter, 8s, Oats, the 
. WH Quarter, 25. 14 4. 

d In 1448, Wheat, by the Quarter, 65. 8 d. Oats, the 
l. WH Quarter, 25. a Cade of Red Herrings 55. 8d. a Barrel 
of White Herrings 9s. 3d. 


n In 1449, Wheat, by the Quarter, 55s. a Cade of Red 
Is WH Herrings 65. a Barrel of White Herrings 105. 3d. fif- 
-en Sheep at 1/7. 165. 10 d. each Sheep at (within 3) 
d. 2, 554. ſeven Hogs at 13s. 8 d. each Hog at (within 3) 
s . 114 4. x 
ly WH In 1450, Oats, the Quarter, 15. 10 d. Beans, the 
Quarter, 2s. 6d. 

ne in 1451, Wheat, by the Quarter, 8s. Oats, the 
by Wi Quarter, 105. 104d. twenty-ſix Gallons of Ale 3s. 
le, Weach Gallon at 154d. Beans, the Quarter, 3s. 4d. for a 
1d. Meade of Red Herrings 7 5. 44. for a Barrel of White 
cks {Wilerrings, 13s. 7 d. 


In 1453, Wheat, by the Quarter, 55. 4d. Ale, per 
| at {WGallon, 14 d. a Cade of Red Herrings 7 s. 6d. Four- 
ine. core White Herrings 13. ; 

det - In 1454, Oats, by the Quarter, 15s. 1054. 

the Wl In 1455, Wheat very cheap, the Quarter, 1s. 2 4. 


ear, Walt, the Quarter, 15. 5d. | 
with WW In 1457, Wheat, the Quarter, 7s. 84, Oats, the 
iel Wuarter, 15. 94 d. a Gallon of Ale 14. a Cade of Red 
and flerrings 6s, 8 4. ninety-two White Herrings 1 5. 


In 1459, Wheat, by the Quarter, 5s. Oats, the 
Quarter, 85, 10 d. a Gallon of Ale 1 d. a Cade of Red 
terrings 75. 104d. ninety-two White Herrings 1 s. 

In 1460, Wheat the Quarter, 8 s. Oats, the Quar- 
7,25, a Gallon of Ale 14. a Cade of Red ——y g. 
2 White Herrings 2 5.—Here the Biſhop takes No- 


pen. the Quarter, notwithſtanding the Sword was drawn 
t anſherwixt the Houſes of York and Lancaſter, which uſually 
wines down Corn as well as Men. 

owe 4n. 2 Edward IV. 1462, an Act was made againſt the 
t, b portation of foreign Corn, when the Price of Wheat 
„vin not exceed 6.5. 8 4. a Quarter, Rye 45. and Bar- 
o Ly 35. | | 

oulel B b 2 In 


h Rot, Parl. 2 Edward IV. 


ce, that, from 1440 to 1460, Wheat was never above 
m2 5.9 
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In 1463 Wheat ſold at London for 25. a Quarter; 

Barley at 1 5. 10d. Peaſe 35. 4 d. Oats 15. 2 J. Al 
the ſame Year, in Noryolt, Wheat fold for 13. 84. 
Barley 1s. Malt 1s. 8 d. Oats 15. 
In 1464 White Wheat ſold for 6s. 8 d. a Quarter k. IM ! 
In 1475 Oats fold for 15. 104. a Quarter, and a Load! 
of Hay for 65, 8 d. t 
} 


Y the Death of King Edward IV. the firſt Prince Ml ? 

of the York Line, the Inheritance of the Crown de. Wl © 
ſcended, by Right of Succeſſion, to his eldeſt Son, Ed.! 
ward, then Prince of Zales; who, from the Day of his 
Father's Death, was ſtiled King of England, and pro- | 
claimed as ſuch, by the Name of Edward V. being then il U 
about thirteen Years of Age. m 
This is the Preamble that the great Sir Thomas Mr: de 
8 to his Life and Reign of this unfortunate young of 
Ling; whoſe State and Dignity was ſoon undermined 2 
by his unnatural and barbarous Uncle, Richard Duke of In 
Glouceſter. The ſhort Reign, if we may ſo call it, offi 
this Prince, was ſo wholly taken up with the wicked [n- Cr 
trigues of his Uncle to diſpoſſeſs him, that no Parliament 
could be called; for he was not even ſuffered to live u ©": 
his Coronation. Therefore, Eq 
To the particular Writer above-mentioned of thigh *'" 


King's Life, and to the more general Engliſb Hiſtorians, the 
we muſt refer our Readers; ſince all that was done in this ltr 
ma 


ſhort Interval of Sovereignty, relating to our Purpoſ: 
will be comprized in the Reign of the Succeſſor, th ©") 
young King and his Brother being both taken off, bj 


crue] Means, to make Way for him. the 
Edward V. begun his Life, and ended it, in a ve. 1 
unhappy Manner; for he was born in a Sanctuary, an diſty 
died in a Priſon, He firſt ſaw Light in 7/:/imin/ler Ab 2 a 
UC 


bey, where his Mother had taken Sanctuary after ti 
Earl of Warwick had driven her Huſband, Edward It 
out of the Kingdom in September, 1470; and he u. 
murdered in the Tower of London, in Fuly, 1483 
little while after his Uncle Richard's Coronation. 


RICHAR 


i Stowe's Chronicle, 
k Rot. Parl. 4 Edward IV. 
I Fleetwwued's Chron, Pretioſum, 
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almoſt an Ocean of Blood, drawn from his neareſt 
Relations; how Jong his ambitious Deſigns had been 
ſeuled in his Breaſt is uncertain ; but it is probabie they 

had been a great while reſident there, and at length 
bad brought him to a fixed Determination of obtaining 
the Crown at any Price. It is more than ſuſpected that 
he had a principal Hand in bringing his Brother Clarence 
to his Death; and, by gaining an Act of Attainder to 
paſs againſt him, this Duke's Children were effectually 
cut off from ſucceeding to the Crown n. A Bulwark 
o formidable being removed, Richard's next Step, after 
his Brother King Edward's Death, was to try to. get 
his Children declared illegitimate; to put to Death all 
their Relations by the Mother's Side f. and, laſtly, to 
make ſure Work, to have the two young Princes mur- 
dered as aforeſaid. Theſe Obſtacles being all taken out 


ard Duke of York, on whom, and his Deſcendants, the 
Crown had been intailed by Act of Parliament. There 
was indeed one more Impediment to his Happineſs left; 
and that was the Princeſs Elizabeth, eldeſt Daughter to 
Edward IV. and his own Neice : But he had well con- 
ttived a Solution for this Difficulty, tho? not ſo cruel as 
the former in the Main ; for tho' he was obliged to de- 
troy his own Wife ® to effect it, yet his Deſign was to 
marry his Neice Elizabeth himſelf, in order to prevent 
any other Perſon from doing it; and thereby to raiſe up 
ſtill diſputed Titles to the Crown. But more of this in 
the Sequel, 55 

The very firſt Vear of Richard's Reign was much 
diſturbed by a dangerous and powerful Conſpiracy form- 
ed againſt him, at the Head of which was the Duke of 
Buckingham. This Lord had been the chief Inſtrument 
in railing Richard to his preſent Greatneſs ; but, as ſome 
telate, becauſe he would not conſent to the Murder of 


B b 3 the 
n See before, p. 361, 373+ 
n She was Daughter to the famous Earl of Warwick, firſt married to 
Edward Prince of Wales, and afterwards to this Monſter of Mankind, one 
ner Huſband's Murderers. The Courtſhip, on this extraordinary Occa- 
don, between Richard and the Widow, is finely drawn up by Shakeſpear 
in his Tragedy of Richard III. 


of his Way, it is certain that Richard's Title to the His wicked Con- 
trivances to ſe- 


Crown was unconteſted; being then the only remain- cure the Crown 
ing Male Heir that could inherit from his Father Rich- to himſelf, 
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R ICHARD III. waded to the Throne through K. Richard III. 
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K. Richard III. the two young Princes, and being denied the Earldom 
and Inheritance of Hereford, which he claimed by Pro- 
miſe, he abruptly left the Court: Soon afterwards, in 
order to ſecure himſelf from Richard's Malice, who now 

A Conſpiracy Watched all Opportunities to deſtroy him, he readily 

againſt him, in joined with thoſe who had engaged in a Conſpiracy tg 

—_ — dethrone Richard and ſet up the Earl of Richmond, the 

ar ichmond, 2 . 8 
defeated, only remaining Branch of the Lancafirian Family; and, 
by a Marriage of this Prince with Elizabeth, the late 
King's Daughter, perfectly to reconcile and conſolidate 
the bite and Red-Roſe Factions. To this End the 
Duke of Buckingham raiſed Forces; but was ſoon, by 
an unforeſeen Accident, prevented from eileCting any 

Thing; forced to fly for Security to the Houle of an 

eld Servant, who betrayed him to Richard; and, at 

Saliſbury, Joſt his own Head, as an Attonement for the 

Crime he had committed in ſetting a Crown on the 

Head of his Adverſary. 


Anno Regal 1. In the ſhort Reign of this King we meet but with one 
1454. Parliament, which was called to Meſtminſter, Januar 
At W:fiminfler, the 23d, in the firſt Year of it. The Form of the 
Writ of Summons, directed to Themas Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, the reſt of the Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, &c, 
and to the Temporal Lords, is as uſual ;- the firſt Writ, 
to the latter, is directed to his moſt dear fr{t-born Son, 
Edward Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl 
of Cheſter. This Prince, who was then about ten Years 
of Age, had been ſo created at York, ſome Months be- 
L 379 ] fore, at his Father's ſecond Coronation in that City“. 
He enjoyed this Dignity but for a ſmall Time, for he 
died the next Year; and lived not to fee his Father's 
diſmal Cataſtrophe, nor to taſte perhaps of greater Mi- 
ſery himſelf. The reit of the Peers, as they ſtand in 
Dugdale's Catalogue, are as follow: 


John Duke of Norfolk, Henry Earl of Northumber- 


Zobn Duke of Suffolk. land, 

William Earl of Arundele, William Earl of Hunting- 
Edmund Earl of Kent, den, 

Ralph Earl of IV:/tmore/and, Thames Earl of Surrey, 


J FA 71 ? am 
© See a particular Account of this King's Coronaticn at York in Oral 
Eboracam, p. 117. N 
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I/illiam Earl of Notting- 
ham, 

Francis Viſcount Lovel, 

Edward Viſcount Lite, 

Ralph Lord Greyſtocł, 

Jobn Lord Scrope, of Ma- 
ſham, 

Richard Lord Beauchamp, 
of Beauchamp, 

ohn Lord Audley, 

George Lord Nrvile, of Ber- 

gavenny, 

Reginald Lord Grey, of 
Wilten, 

George Stanley, Lord de la 
Strange, 

Henry Lord Grey, 

Richard Weſt, Lord de la 
War, 

Falter Devereux, Lord 

Ferrers, 

John Lord Scrope, of Bol- 


ton, 


The Names of the Judges ſummoned alſo to this Parlia- 


ment were theſe : 


dir William Huſee, Knt. 
Chief Juſtice, 

Sir Thomas Brian, 

dir Guy Fairfax, 

Sir William Jenny, 

dir John Cateſby, 

Sir Roger Townſend, 
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Thomas Lord Lumley, of K. Richard III. 
Lumley, . 
Thomas Lord Stanley, of 

Stanley, 
John Broke, Lord Cobham, 
John Blount, Lord Mount- 


JOY» 0 
ohn Stourton, Ld. Stourton, 
ohn Sutton, Lord Dudley, 
ohn Lord Dynham, of 
Care- Dynham, 8 

Richard Lord Fitz-Hugh, 

John Lord Zouch, 

Thomas Arundele, Lord 
 Maltravers, 

Humphrey Lord Dacre, of 
 Gul/land, 

Fn rd Gray, of Pow:s, 
illiam Lord Haſtings, of 
Welles, 

Owen Lord Ogle, of Ogle, 

Edward Lord Haſlings, of 
Hunger ford. 


[ 380 ] 


Sir Richard Neal, 

Sir Thomas Tremayle, 

Sir John Vavaſour, 
A 


ND 
Aorgan Kidwelly, Eſq; the 
King's Attorney-Gene- 
ral. 


On the Day appointed, viz. Jan. 23, Anno Regni 1, 
the King being feated on his Throne in the Painted 
Chamber, within the Palace of Wſiminſter, the other 
two Eſtates of the Realm attending, the Venerable Fa- 
ther Zen Biſhop of Lincoln, then Chancellor of Eng- 
lard, opened the Seſſion with a Speech, taking for his 
Text, In Corpore multa quidem ſunt Membra, non autem 

| omnia 


This Bihop of Lincoln was Fobn Ruſſel, who occurs Biſhop in 1480, 


70 Edward IV, and died fo Anus 1494, Le Neve's Fafti, 
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K. Richard 111, omnia eundem Actum habent. In which Words, ſays the 


Wir LIAN 
CarEsRY, Eſq; 


choſen Speaker. 


A Subſidy, 


Record, the Duty and Fidelity which Subjects owe to 
their King as their principal Member, he very learnedly 
and politely ſhewed. The reſt of this Speech is (6 
obliterated in the Original, that very little Senſe can be 
made of it: Only that, at the Concluſion, he told the 
Houſe of Commons the King commanded them to go 
and chuſe a Speaker, and preſent him to his Majcſty tor 
his Approbation. 

The Receivers and Triers of Petitions being appoint- 
ed, as antiently, on the fourth Day of the Meeting the 
Commons preſented William Cateſby, Eſq; for their 
Speaker; whoſe Excuſe for Inſufficiency not being 
allowed, he made the uſual Proteſtation, and was con- 
firmed, 

. The next Thing we find on Record in the Proceed- 
ings of this Parliament, is the Grant of a Subſidy ; which, 
according to the antient Cuſtom of Parliaments, is put 
down firſt, though it was the laſt Act done in it: For 
we are told in the Preamble to this Grant, that it was 
8 to the King by William Cateſby, Eſq; the 

peaker of the Commons, by and with the Confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, on the 2oth Day of 
February, which is there ſaid to be the laſt Day of the 
Sitting of this preſent Parliament. 

By this AR, in whoſe Preface it is ſaid to be For ibe 
Morſbip of God, the Commons granted to the King a Sub- 
ſidy called a Tonnage, to be taken in Manner and Form 
following; that is to ſay, 35. of every Ton of Wine 
imported, and for every Ton of ſweet Wine brought in 
by any Merchants Alien, 6 5. to have and receive yearly 
the ſaid Subſidy for the Term of his Life. Moreover, 
the Commons, with the Aſſent aforeſaid, granted another 
Subſidy called Poundage, which was of every Sort of 
Merchandize, imported or exported by any Merchant, 
Denizen or Alien, of the Value of twenty Shillings, 124. 
except Tin; on which was laid a Tax of 25. on every 
Pound Value of that Commodity for Merchant Stran- 

ers, and 124. for Denizens, to be enjoyed allo for Life. 

y this Act there was alſo granted a Subſidy on Wool, 
Wooll-fells, and Hides exported; that is, on every Sack 
of Wooll; 33s. 4d. for every 240 Wooll-fe}ls, the 
fame ; and tor each Laſt of Hides, 3/. 65. 8 - * 
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chants, with 3/. 13s, 44. for Hides; with two Pro- 
viſoes to except out of this Act the Merchants of Spain 
and thoſe of the Hans Towns in Germany, having a 
Houſe in London, commonly called Guildballa Teutoni- 
corum. 

Next, after the Grant of this Subſidy, on the Record, 
follows the Act of Settlement of the Crown on this 
King and his Iſſue, with a long Recapitulation of his 
Title to it, &c. We chuſe to give this at large, as well 
for the Rarity of it, as becauſe it is not taken Notice 
of, except by one , by any Writer of Engliſh Hiſto 
whatſoever, In the Abridgement of the Parliament Rolls 
in the Tower of London, it is given as the laſt Article; 
but not uſhered in by Writs of Summons, Names of the 
Peers, nor Speech from the Throne, or from the Lord- 
Chancellor, declaring the Cauſe of the Meeting. Nei- 
ther is there any Speaker of the Houſe of Commons 
named, nor any Tax or Subſidy mentioned; moſt or all 
of which we have ſupplied from the Roll itſelf, as is be- 
fore given, There are, however, in the Abridgement, 
ſome Marginal Notes, added by Mr. Prynne, which am- 


ply ſhew his great Zeal, and which we ſhall ſubjoin to 


this Act. 
Anno primo RICHARDI Tertii. 


In Rotulo Parliamenti tenti apud Weſtm. Die Veneris 
viceſſumo-tertio Die Januarii, Anno Regni Regis Ri- 
chardi Tertii primo, inter alia continentur ut ſeguitur. 


Memorandum, Quod guædam Billa exhibita fuit coram 
Domino Rege in Parliamento prædicto, in hæc Verba 


f Hereas late heretofore, that is to ſay, before the 


Conſecration, Coronation, and Inthronization 
df our Sovereign Lord King Richard III. a Roll of 
f Parchment, containing, in Writing, certain Articles of 


© the 

a Jobn Speed, p. 713. This Author concludes his Abſtract of this Bill 
with this Remark : * 'Cheſe Things I have laid ſorth, more at large, out 
*0! the Parliament Roll, that ye may underſtand both what and how 
* great Matters the Power of a Prince, the outward Shew of Virtue, the 
* wily Fetches of Lawyers, fawning Hope, penſive Fear, Deſire of Change, 
and goodly Pretences, are able to effect in that moſt wiſe Aſſembly of all 
* the Eſtates in the Kingdom, even againſt all Law and Right; ſo the Say- 


* ing of Selamon in this State ſeemed moſt true, That a living Deg is better 
* than a dead Lion.“ 


0 
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double Sum on the two firſt Articles for Alien Mer- k. Richard III. 
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X. N- III. e the Tenor pnder-written, on the Behalf, and in the 
| Name, of the Three Eſtates of this Realm of Eng- 
+ © land; that is to ſay, of the Lords Spiritual and Tem. 
© poral, and of the Commons by Name, and other No- 
© bles and notable Perſons of the Commons in great 
© Multitude, was preſented and actually delivered unto 
our ſaid Sovereign Lord, the Intent and Effect expreſs' 
© at large in the ſame Roll; to the which Roll, and to 
© the Conſiderations and inſtant Petition comprized in 
© the ſame, our ſaid Sovereign Lord, for the public Weil 
© and Tranquillity of this Land, benignly aſſented. 

© Now, foraſmuch as neither the ſaid Three Eſtates, 
C386 © neither the ſaid Perſons, which in their Name preſented 
£ and delivered, as it is aforeſaid, the ſaid Roll unto our 
© ſaid Sovereign Lord the King, were aſſembled in Fern 
© of Parliament; by reaſon whereof divers Doubts, 
3 © Queſtions, and Ambiguities being moved and ingen- 

A Petition pre-< dered in the Minds of divers Perſons, as it is ſaid ö: 
Lords aa Cm. Therefore, to the perpetual Memory of the Truth, 
mons out of Par- © and Declaration of the ſame, be it ordained, provided, 
— 2 © and eſtabliſhed in this preſent Parliament, That the 
of Glezcefer, de- Tenor of the ſaid Roll, with all the Contents of the 
clared as valid as * ſame, preſented as is aboveſaid, and delivered to our 
— _ in c aboveſaid Soyereign Lord the King, in the Name and 
© in the Behalf of the ſaid Three Eſtates out of Parlia- 
© ment ©, be now, by the ſaid Three Eſtates aſſembled 
© in this preſent Parliament, and by Authority of the 
4 ſame, ratified, inrolled, recorded, approved, and au- 
- © thorized, to the removing of the Occaſions of Doubts 


and Ambiguities, and to all other lawful Effects that 


© ſhall now thereof enſue ; fo that all Things ſaid, af 
© firmed, ſpecified, deſired, and remembered in the ſaid 
© Roll, and in the Tenor of the ſame, under-written it 


© the Name of the ſaid Three Eſtates, to the Effect ex- 


s preſled in the ſaid Roll, be of the like Effect, Virtue, 
© and Force, as if all the ſame Things had been ſo ſaid, 
< affirmed, ſpecified, and remembered in full Parliament, 


© and by Authority of the ſame accepted and poor | 


b Things done and concluded without the Three Eſtates in Parliament 
give little or no Satisfaction to the People, tho' in the Name of the Par 
liament and the Three Eſtates. Mr. Prynne's Notes. 

e The Three Eſtates muſt concur to make a Parliament, elſe his Tits 
would neither be valid nor ſatisfactory, but ambiguous as before, no one d 
two of them being a full or real Parliament, but all conjoined. Id. 
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The Tenor of the ſaid Roll of Parchment, whereof K. Richard III. 


6 above is made Mention, followeth, and is ſuch. 


To the High and Mighty Prince RicuarD, Duke of 
* GLOUCESTER, 


© FYLeaſeth it your Noble Grace to underſtand the — Petition its 
6 Conſiderations, Election, and Petition under-"* 


© written, of us the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
© Commons of this Realm of England, and thereunto 
© agreeable to give your Aſſent to the common and 
public Weal of this Land, and to the Comfort and 
$ Gladneſs of all the People of the ſame l. 

Firſt, * We conſider how that heretofore, in Time 
© paſt, this Land for many Years ſtood in great Pro- 
© fperity, Honour, and Tranquillity ; which was cauſ- 
ed for ſo much as the Kings reigning uſed and follow- 
ed the Advice and Counſel of certain Lords Spiritual 
and "Temporal, and other Perſons of approved Sage- 
* neſs, Prudence, Policy, and Experience, dreading 
God, and having tender Zeal and Affection to indiffe- 
© rent Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and to the common 
© and public Weal of the Land ; Then our Lord God 
© was dreaded, loved, and honoured ; then within the 
© Land was Peace and Tranquillity, and among the 
* Neighbours, Concord and Charity; then the Malice 
© of outward Enemies was mightily reſiſted and repreſ- 
© ſed, and the Land honourably defended with many 
great and glorious Victories z then the Intercourſe of 
Merchants was largely uſed and exerciſed ; by which 
Things above remembered, the Land was greatly 
enriched, ſo that as well the Merchants as the Arti- 
F ficers, and other poor People, labouring for their 
Living in divers Occupations, had competent Gain, to 
the Satisfaction of them and their Houſholds, living 
* without miſerable and intolerable Poverty. But after- 
* wards, when as ſuch had the Rule and Governance of 
this Land, delighting in Adulation and Flattery, and led 
by Senſuality and Concupiſcence, followed the Counſel 
* of Perſons inſolent, vicious, and of inordinate Avarice, 
* ceſpiſing the Counſel of Perſons good, virtuous, and 
' prudent, ſuch as above be remembered, the Proſperi- 

ry 

0 The new Device of this bloody Uſurper, to intitle himſelf to the 
Crown of England, and take vpon him the Regal Government, Pore. 
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K. Richard III. © ty of this Land decreaſed daily, ſo that our Felicity 
© was turned into Miſery, and our Proſperity into Ad- 
© verſity, and the Order of Policy, and the Laws of 
God and Man, confounded ; whereby it is likely for 
© this Realm to fall into great Miſery and Deſolation, 

(which God defend) without due Proviſion of cove. 
* nable Remedy be had in this Behalf in all godly Haſte, 
Over this, among other Things more ſpecial, we 

© conſider how, in the Time of the Reign of Edward IV. 

© late deceaſed, after the ungracious pretended Mar. 
© riage (as all England hath Cauſe to ſay) made betwixt 

Wherein King the ſaid King Edward and Elizabeth, ſome Time Wife 

3 8 to hr os Gray, Knight, late naming herſelf, and 

age with Lady many Years heretofore, Queen of England, the Order 

Gray is declared © of politic Rule was ſubverted, the Laws of God, and 
roid, © of God's Church, &c. alſo the Laws of Nature and of 
© England, and alſo the laudable Cuſtoms and Liberties 

© of the ſame, wherein every Engliſhman is Inheritor, 

© was byoken, ſubverted, and contemned, againſt all Rea- 

ſon and Juſtice © ; ſo that the Land was ruled by Self- 

© Will and Pleaſure, Fear and Dread; all Manner of 

© Equity and Law laid apart and deſpiſed ; whereof en- 

© ſued many Inconveniences and Miſchiefs, as Murders, 

* Extortions, and Oppreſſions, namely, of poor and 

© impotent People; ſo that no Man was ſure of his Life, 

1 389 © Land, or Livelihood, nor of his Wife, Daughter, or 
Servant, every good Maiden and Woman ftanding in 


© Fear to be raviſhed and deflowered. And, beſides this, 


© what Diſcords, inward Battles, Effuſion of Chriſtian 


© Men's Blood, and namely, by the Deſtruction of the 


© Nobles' Blood of this Land, was had and committed 


© within the ſame, is evident and notorious through 
© all this Realm, unto the great Sorrow and Heavinels 
© of all true Engliſhmen, And here alſo we conſider, 
how that the ſaid pretended Marriage betwixt the 


© above-named King Edward and Elizabeth Gray was 


© made of great Preſumption, without the Knowing and 


« Aſſent of the Lords of this Land, and alſo by Sorcery 
5 and Witchcraft committed by the ſaid Elizabeth, and 
her Mother Jaguet, Ducheſs of Bedford, as the com- 
mon Opinion of the People, and the public Voice and 


Fame is throughout all this Land; and hereafter, it 
© tis 


© Liberties and Laws every Englifoman's Iahezitance, PH. 


* 
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* the Cauſe ſhall require, ſhall be proved ſufficiently in K. Richard III. 
Time and Place convenient. And here alſo we con- 

© fider, how that the ſaid pretended Marriage was made 

* privily and ſecretly, without Edition of Banns, in a 

* private Chamber, a profane Place, and not openly in 

© the Face of the Church, after the Laws of God's 

Church; but contrary thereunto, and the laudable 

* Cuſtom of the Church of Eng/and : And how alfo, at 

© the Time of the Contract of the ſame pretended Mar- 

© riage, and before and long Time after, the ſaid Kin 

© Edward was and ſtood married, and troth-plight, to 

© one Dame Eleanor Butler, Daughter to the Earl of 

* Shrewſbury, with whom the ſaid King Edward had 

© made a Pre- contract of Matrimony, long Time be- 

© fore he made the ſaid pretended Marriage with the 

© ſaid Elizabeth Gray, in Manner and Form aforeſaid. 

Which Premiſſes being true, as in very Truth they 

© be true, it appeareth and followeth evidently that the 

© ſaid King Edward, during his Life, and the ſaid El:- | 

© zabeth lived together ſinfully and damnably in Adul- [ 390 ] 

© tery, againſt the Law of God and of his Church ; 

* and therefore no Marvel that the Sovereign Lord and 

Head of the Land being of ſuch ungodly Diſpoſition, 

© and provoking the Ire and Indignation of our Lord 

© God, ſuch heinous Miſchiefs and Inconveniences, as 

© are above remembered, were uſed and committed in 

© the Realm amongſt the Subjects. Alſo it appeareth 

© evidently, and followeth, that all the Iſſue and Chil- 

* dren of the ſaid King Eutward be Baſtards, and unable Andhis Chilareyy 
© to inherit, or claim, any Thing by Inheritance by the illegitimate. 

© Law and Cuſtom of England. 

Moreover, we conſider how that afterwards, by the 

Three Eftates of this Realm aſſembled in Parliament, 

* holden at Veſtminſter, Anno 17 of the Reign of the 

* ſaid King Edward IV. he then being in Poſſeſſion of 

* the Crown and Royal Eſtate, by an Act made in the 
* ſame Parliament, George Duke of Clarence, Brother 
* to the King Edward now deceaſed, was convicted and 
* attainted of High Treaſon, as in the ſaid Act is con- 
* tained more at large; becauſe and by reaſon whereof His rue thereby 
* all the Iflue of the ſaid George was and is diſabled and not inkeritable, 
* barred of all Right and Claim that in any Caſe they — to 
* might have, or challenge by Inheritance, to the Crown OY 

| © and 


The Duke of 


Clarence attainte 
ed byParliament, 
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K. Richard III. and Dignity Royal of this Realm, by the antient Laws a 
and Cuſtoms of this ſame Realm. 
Richard III. de- © Over this, we conſider that you be the undoubted 
clared undoubted Heir of Richard Duke of York, very Inheritor of the 
Heir thereto, © ſaid Crown and Dignity Royal, and as in Right King 
© of England by Way of Inheritance; and that at this 
© Time, the Premiſſes duly confider'd, there is none other 
© Perſon living but you only that may claim the ſaid , 
© Crown and Dignity Royal by Way of Inheritance, and 
© how that you be born within this Land; by reaſon 6 
L 391 ] © whereof, as we deem in our Minds, you be more na- C 
© turally inclined to the Proſperity and common Weal 
© of the ſame; and all the Three Eſtates of the Land c 
© have, and may have, more certain Knowledge of your < 
© Birth and Filiation aforeſaid. We conſider alſo the a 
© great Wit, Prudence, Juſtice, Princely Courage, and c 
© the memorable and laudable Acts in divers 22 c 
© which as we by Experience know you heretofore have 
© done, for the —_ and Salvation of this Realm; c 
© and alſo the great Nobleneſs and Excellency of your 
© Birth and Blood, as of him that is deſcended of the c 
© three moſt Royal Houſes of Chriſtendom; that is to ſay, 
© England, France, and Spain: Wherefore, theſe Pre- 
© miſſes duly by us conſidered, we defiring effectually 4 
© the Peace, Tranquillity, and Weal public of this Land, ” 
© and the Reduction of the ſame to the antient honour- 0 
© able Eftate and Proſperity: And having, in your {MW © 
© oreat prudent Juſtice, princely Courage, and excellent WM ©! 
r Views, {ſingular Confidence, have choſen by all that "Y 
© in us is, and by that our Writing chuſe you, High and WW *( 
© Mighty Prince, our Sovereign Lord s, to whom we Mt 
© know of certain it appertaineth of Inheritance ſo to be of 
© choſen®, And hereupon we humbly deſire, pray, and 
© require your Moſt Noble Grace, that, according to this t 
Election of us the Three Eſtates of your Land, as by 
© Inheritance, you will accept and take upon you the 


© ſaid Crown and Royal Dignity, with all Things there- - 
© unto annexed and appertaining, as to you of 1 L 
D K 0 * ther. 


His pretended Virtues and Fitneſs to reign as King; his Valour in 
Battle; his Honourable and Royal Birth ; without one Word of his de- 
ſperate Treafons, Regicides, Murders, Hypocriſy, and other Vices. Prynre. 1 

8 His Election by the Three Eſtates, and this Inſtrument, to be King of 7 
E ng la nd. I bid . . 

bk They make his hereditary Title the Ground of their Choice, Eid. 
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© helonging, as well by Inheritance as by lawful Elec- K. Richard III. 
tion !; and, in cafe you ſo do, we promiſe to aſſiſt and C 392 ] 
« ſerve your Highneſs, as true and faithful Subjects and 
© Liegemen, and to live and die with you in this Mat- 
ter, and every other juſt Quarrel; for certainly we be 
© determined rather to adventure and commit us to the 
© Peril of our Lives and Jeopardy of Death, than to live 
ein ſuch Thraldom and Bondage as we have done 
© long Time heretofore ; oppreſſed and injured by Ex- 
© tortions and new Impoſitions, againſt the Law of 
© God and Man, and the Liberties and old Policy and 
© Laws of this Land, wherein every Engliſhman is in- 
© herited Ek. Our Lord God, King of all Kings, by 
© whoſe infinite Goodneſs and. eternal Providence all 
a 1 are principally governed in this World, lighten 
a out oul, and grant you Grace to do as well in this 
Matter as in all others, that which may be according 
to his Will and Pleaſure, and to the common and pub- 
lic Weal of this Land: So that, after great Clouds, 
© Troubles, Storms, and Tempeſts, the Sun of Juſtice 
© and of Grace may ſhine upon us, to the Joy and Com- 
fort of all true-hearted Engliſpmen l. 

* Albeit that the Right, Title, and Eſtate which our His Hereditary 
Sovereign Lord King Richard III. hath to, and in, the — 
© Crown and Royal Dignity of this Realm of England, Law of God and 
© with all Things thereunto within the fame Realm, and Nature, 
© without it, annexed and appertaining, being juſt and 
(lawful, as grounded upon the Laws of God and Na- 

* ture, and alſo upon the antient Laws and laudable 

© Cuſtoms of this ſaid Realm ; and alſo taken and repu- J 393 J 
ted as ſuch by all Perſons, being learned in the above- 
ſaid Laws and Cuſtoms v. 

© Yet nevettheleſs, foraſmuch as it is conſidered, that 
* the moſt Part of the People are not ſufficiently learned 

© in 
i Their Petition and Importunity to him to accept of the Crown, tho* 


himſelf moſt eagerly thirſted after it; and his hereditary Right therets 
ſeconded by their Election. Prynne, 

* Their Promiſe to aſſiſt, ſerve, and obey him, upon his Acceptance 
thereof, as his Subjects, and to live and die with him; and their pre- 
_ 2 Thraldom, Bondage, Oppreſſions, Sc. under his Predeceſ- 
ors, ! pe 


1 Their Prayer for him, and their great Trouble, occaſioned partly by 
himſelf. bid, 


In The Lawyers flatter and approve his Title. The common People 
Ignorant in the Laws, Ibid, 
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K. Richard III. in the aboveſaid Laws and Cuſtoms, whereby the 
Truth and Right in this Behalf of Likelihood may be 
© hid, and not clearly known to all the People, and there. 
* upon put in Doubt and Queſtion. And over this, how 
that the Court of Parliament is of ſuch Authority, and 
© the People of this Land are of ſuch a Nature and Dif. 
© polition, as Experience teacheth, that Manifeſtation or 
* Declaration of any Truth or Right, made by the Three 
© Eitates of this Realm aſſembled in Parliament, and by 
Authority of the ſame, maketh, before all other Things, 
© moſt Faith and certain quieting of Men's Minds, and 
© removeth the Occaſion of Doubts and ſeditious Lan- 
© guage . | 

© "Therefore, at the Requeſt, and by the Aſſent of the 

© 'Three Eſtates of this Realm, that is to ſay, the Lords 

© Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of this Land, 

aſſembled in this preſent Parliament, and by Authority 

© of the ſame, be it pronounced, decreed, and declared, 

| That our ſaid Sovereign Lord the King was, and is, the 

n © very undoubted King of this Realm of England, with 

on him and the © all Things thereunto within the ſame Realm, and with- 

Heirs of his Body © out it, united, annexed, and appertaining, as well by 

Right of Conſanguinity and Inheritance, as by lawful 
© Election, Conſecration, and Coronation . 

[ 394 ] And over this, that, at the Requeſt, and by the Aſſent 
© and Authority aboveſaid, be it ordained, enacted, and 

1 2 eſtabliſhed, That the ſaid Crown, and Royal Dignity of 

Heir — © this Realm, and the Inheritance of the ſame, and all 
© other Things thereunto within this Realm, or without 
© it, united and annexed, and now appertaining, reſt and 
© abide in the Perſon of our ſaid Sovereign Lord the King, 
«© during his Life, and, after his Deceaſe, in his Heirs of 
© his Body begotten, in eſpecial at the Requeſt, and by 
< Aſſent, and the Authority aforeſaid, be it ordained, en- 
© acted, eſtabliſned, pronounced, decreed, and declated, 
That the High and Excellent Prince Edward, Son of 
© our ſaid Lord the King, be Heir Apparent of the ſame 


© out 


» The Parliament's Authority with the People, when true, free, and 
real, conſiſting of the Three Eſtates. It's Declaration quieteth all Men's 
Minds, removeth all Doubts and Seditions; yet he that conſiders 39 Her 
ry VI. p. 294, or 1 Ed. IV. p. 314, will ſcarce believe this for a Truth, 
neither proved it ſo in his own Cafe. The Three Eſtates muſt all concut 
to rake a Parliament, and valid Election. Prynrne. 

© They decree and declare him the undoubted King of this Realm, by 
Inheritance and their lawful Election cc upled together, id. 
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© our Sovereign Lord the King, to ſucceed to him in the K. Richard III. 


© aboveſaid Crown and Royal Dignity, with all Things 
* (as is aforeſaid) thereunto united, annexed, and apper- 
© taining, to have them after the Deceaſe of our ſaid 
Sovereign Lord the King, to him, and to the Heirs of 
© his Body lawfully begotten, | | 

© Due quidem Billa Communibus Regnt Angliz in 
* diflo Parliamento exiſtentibus tranſportata fuit, cut 
« quidem Billæ idem Communes Aſſenſum ſuum prebuerunt 
© ſub hits Verbis : A ceſte Bille les Communs ſont aſ- 
© ſentes; quibus quidem Billa & Aſſenſu coram Domino 
Rege in Parliamento prædicto, lectis, auditis, & plene 
© intellectis, & de Aſſenſu Dominorum Spiritualium & 
© Temporalium in ditto Parliaments ſimiliter exiſlentium, 
© & Communitatis prædidtæ; nec non Authoritate ejuſdem 
© Parliamenti pronunciatum, decretum, & declaratum ex- 
* ;/tit, omnia et ſingula in Billa prædicta contenta fore 
vera & indubia; ac idem Dominus Rex, de Aſſenſu 
dictorum trium Statuum Regni, & Authoritate præ- 
dicta, ominia & ſingula præmiſſa in Billa prædicta 
contenta concedit, & ea pro vero & indubio pronun- 
ciat, decernit, & declarat 1, 


Next follows, on the Roll, a long Act of Attaindet The Duke of 
againſt Henry late Duke of Buckingham, Fohn Biſhop Buckingham and 
of Ely, Henry, calling himſelf, Earl of Richmond, and ether Fords at: 


tainted, 


Le late Earl of Pembroke, with ſeveral Knights, and 
en of lower Degree a great Number. Againſt the 
Duke it is particularly alledged in the Act, That he, 
of late Days, ſtanding and being in as great Favour, 
tender Truſt, and Affection with the King our Sovereign 
Lord as ever any Subject was with his Prince and Lie 
Lord, as was notoriouſly and openly known by all this 
Realm; not being content "therewith, nor with the 
good and politic Government of his ſaid Sovereign Lord, 
but replete with Malice, Rancour, and inſatiable Co- 
vetice, did with, Sc.“ The whole of this Act of At- 
tainder is very remarkable, and ought to be particu- 
larly noticed by a more general Hiſtorian ; but is much 
too long for our Deſign, | 

At the End of this Act is another, For enabling the 
King to make Grants of the Lands of the Perſons at- 

Vol. II. C c tainted : 
Here he creates and ratifies his own Title, Prynne, 


4.02 
K. Richard III. tainted : Likewiſe another particular Act of Attainder 
2 obn [Morton] ſtiled late Biſhop. of Ely, (for 


3 
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d deprived him, though he afterwards was 


18 Bi- made Archbiſhop of Canterbury by his Succeſſor) Lyonel 


N Biſhop of Saliſbury, and Prers* Biſhop of 
xce/ler. Theſe Reverend Prelates were accuſed by this 
AR, for © That they, with a malicious and traiterous 
Intent, againſt Juſtice and Fidelity due to the Crown 
and Royal Majeſty of England, had confederated and 
conſpired together, as well with Henry late Duke of 

chingham and Thomas Marquis of Dorſet, as with 
other great Rebels and Traitors, imagining to compaſl; 
the Death of our Sovereign Lord King Richard Ill. 
Howbeit the faid Biſhops, for their great and heinous 
Offences, before-mentioned, have deſerved to loſe Life, 
Lands, and Goods by the Law of this Land ; yet never- 
theleſs, conſidering that they be Biſhops ſet in high Eſtate 
in the Church of God, and the King preferring Mercy 
and Pity before Rigour, and at the Reverence of God 
and his Church, and at the Prayer of the Lords Spiritual, 
namely, ſuch as be preſent in this Parliament, the King 
1s content to forbear any ; —_ Puniſhment, and that 
they be only puniſhed in Form following: That is to 
ſay, that it is ordained and enacted, by the Authority 
aforefaid, That the ſaid Biſhops be diſabled and made 
unworthy, by Law, to bold and enjoy any Poſſeſſions 
Temporal and Feodal, and forfeit to the King all 
Caſtles, Lordſhips, Manors, Lands, and Tenements, 
and other Hereditaments, &c. which they were poſſeſſed 
of on the 28th Day of Octaber laſt paſt, and every Thing 
elſe that pertaineth to the Church, as long as the ſaid 
Biſhops ſhall be Biſhops of the aboveſaid ; ſaving, 
&c.” There are ſome ſaving Clauſes added to this Bill, 
of no Significance to the Reader. 


There is yet another Ac for indie Margaret 
With, NI * 8 g 
Countefsof Leb. Countels of Richmond, who is ſaid therein to be Mother 


mend. | 


to the King's great Rebel and Traitor, Henry Earl of 
Richmand, in that ſhe had conſpired, confederated, and 
committed High Treaſon againſt our Lord the King in 
divers and ſundry, Ways, and eſpecially in ſending Mel- 
ſages, Writings, and Tokens to the ſaid _— * 

thereby 


r No ſuch Name occurs in Le Neve's Foſti to be Biſhop of Exeter ® 
this Tine, ; 
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thereby inviting, ſtirring, and procuring him to come K. Richard His 


into this Realm and make War againſt our ſaid Sove- 
reign Lord, to which Advice the ſaid Henry applied 
himſelf, as appeareth by Experience of him lately ſhew- 
ed: Alſo the faid Counteſs made Cheviſſances of great 
Sums of Money, as well within the City of London as 
elſewhere, to be employed in the Execution of the ſaid 
traiterous Purpoſes : Likewiſe the ſaid Counteſs conſpi- 
red and imagined the Deſtruction of our Sovereign Lord, 
and was aſſenting, knowing, and affiſting to Henry late 
Duke af Buckingham, and his Adherents, in compaſling 
and doing TI reaſon, of which they, in this preſent Par- 
lament, have been attainted : Yet nevertheleſs our ſaid 
Sovereign Lord of his Grace, and eſpecially remember- 
ing the good and faithful Service that Thomas Lord 
Stanley her Huſband] hath done, or intendeth to do, for 
our Sovereign Lord, and for the good Love and Truſt 
the King bath in him, and for his Sake, remitteth and 
will forbear the great Puniſhment of the Attainder of 
the ſaid Counteſs which ſhe hath deſerved ; but, in Con- 
ſideration of the Premiſſes, it is the Will of our Sove- 
reign Lord that it be enacted, by theAfſent of the two 
Houſes of Parliament, That the ſaid Counteſs be diſ- 
abled in Law, from henceforth, to have, inherit, or 
enjoy any Manors, Lands or Tenements, Hereditaments 
or Poſleflions whatſoever ; and alſo be diſabled from 
bearing or having any Name of Eſtate or Dignity from 
henceforth ; and that all her Caftles, Manors, {fm + 
Cc. be to the ſaid Thomas Lord Stanley for the Term 
of his Life, and, after his Deceaſe, to our ſaid Sovereign 
Lord the King and his Heirs for ever, Ic. 

We have choſe to give large Abſtracts out of the 
foregoing Bills of Attainder, in order to clear up, as 
much as poſſible, the Hiſtory of this ſhort but dark 
Reign ; rendered more obſcure by the ſudden Revolu- 
tion that followed, and the Acceſſion of a Perſon to the 
Crown who bore a mortal Enmity to this King Richard 
and all his Houſe. There are a few more Acts relating 
to private Property, which are no ways ſignificant to 
our Purpoſe, therefore we omit the Mention of them ; 
except one, which we cannot ſo paſs by, intituled, An 
Act for veſting certain Lands, &c. of great Value, in the 
Counties of Cornwall arid Devon, upon Sir James Tyrel, 
Ge 2 Knight, 
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K. Richerd III. Knight, and Anne his Wife, which were forfeited to the 


Crown by the Attainder of Sir John Arundele, Knight, 
by an Act in this preſent Parliament.“ Now it ſhould 
ſeem that this ſaid Sir Fames Tyrel, who, as Hiſtorians 
write, was the Man principally concerned in the Murder 
of the two young Princes in the Tower, wasthus re- 
warded for committing that moſt attrocious Villainy ; 
and the rather becauſe it is expreſſed in the Body of 
the Act, that this Knight's Petition to the King was 
rounded, inter alios, on the ſaid Sir James having done 
ome true Service to his good Grace. And yet again, if 
Richard had employed this Man to commit this private 
Murder, he ſcarcely would have taken this Way to have 
rewarded him ſo openly for it, and make the whole 
Legiſlature of England, Biſhops and all, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, Accomplices in the Crime. | 
However, bad as this King Richard was, or is repre- 
ſented to be, both our Hiſtorians and Lawyers agree, 
that there was a Body of Laws made and paſſed by him, 
in this preſent Parliament, ſo very good and beneficial 
to the Subject, as few either before or ſince can equal 
them. We muſt refer to our Statute- Books for a De- 
tail of theſe Laws; it not being our Buſineſs to meddle 
with the Statutes themſelves, but to write a Hiſtory of 
the Makers of them. Yet there is one Act more to be 
ſpoke of; which, though it be printed amongſt the reſt, 
the Preamble to it is ſo ſingular, tending to blacken the 
Memory of his Brother King Edward IV. and to ren- 
der his Reign odious, that it muſt claim a Place in theſe 
Inquiries. It is as follows : 
© The King remembering how the Commons of this 
Realm, by new and unlawful Inventions and inordinate 
Covetice, againſt the Laws of this Land, have been put 
to great Thraldom and importable Charges and Exac- 
tions; and eſpecially by a new Impoſition, named a 
Benevolent ; whereby, for divers Years, the Subjects 
and Commons of this Land, againſt their Wills and 
Freedoms, have paid great Sums of Money to their almoſt 
utter Deſtruction: For divers and many worſhipful Men 
of this Land, by Occaſion thereof, were compelled by 
Neceſſity to break up their Houſholds, and to live in great 
Penury and Wretchedneſs ; their Debts unpaid, and their 


Children unpreferred ; and ſuch Memorials as they had 
| ordained 
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ordained to be done for the Wealth of their Souls were K. Ricbard III. 


annentiſed and annulled, to the great Diſpleaſure of God, 
and to the Deſtruction of this Realm: Therefore the 
King ordaineth, by the Advice and Conſent of both 
Houſes of Parliament, That his Subjects, from hence- 
forth, be not charged with any ſuch Impoſition, named 
a Benevolent; and that ſuch Exactions, afore this Time 
taken, be no Example for any like Charge for the fu- 
ture; but that the ſame be dampned and annulled for 
ever. 

Thus much for the more hiſtorical Acts of this Par- 
liament; which, like the Reign of the King, was but of 
ſhort Duration, being, as has been ſaid, convened on 
the 23d of January, and diſſolved the 20th of February 
following. We ſhall next proceed to ſearch the Hiſto- 
ries of theſe Times, in order to find out, if poſſible, ſome 
more Illuſtration of them. 


Our older Chronicles, and more modern Hiſtorians, 
are very ſhort in their Account of the Proceedings of 
this Parliament. The Hiſtory of Croyland, contemporary 
with theſe Times, might be expected to furniſh more 
Matter for theſe Inquiries, relating to it; but there it 
is only curſorily mentioned, though ſome Hints are 
given, about the Methods taken to force the Act of 
ducceſſion through the Houſes, as are almoſt incredible. 
It is there ſaid, That, in this Parliament, the King, 
in order to ſtrengthen his Title to that Crown which 
* he had in the preceeding Summer gained, brought an 
Affair, relating to matrimonial Contracts, to be diſ- 
© puted before an Aſſembly of Laymen. And, though 
„it was well known that ſuch a Court had nothing to 
*do in this Matter, yet fo great was the Dread and 
Fear which then poſſeſſed the boldeſt, that they not 


* only undertook the Affair, but gave Sentence accord- 


* ingly. For, adds our Authority, ſo many great Men, 
Peers and Commoners, were proſcribed as was never 
* known ſince the Time of the Triumvirate of Octavius, 
Anthony, and Lepidus na. Beſides, a great Quantity of 
* Money was drawn out of the King's Treaſury at this 
Ce 13 Time, 

i Tot et tantorum Dominorum, Nobilium, Procerum, et Communium, 
eliam trium Epi ſcoporum, Proſcriptiones fate ſunt, ut a Triumvirato 


Uttaviani, Antonil, er Lepidi, Factum ſimili nuſguam emanaſſe legajurs 
Hit, Croyl, Cont, p. 570, 
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K. Richard III. Time, in order to gain this Act, and chieſly diſtributed 


[ 381 ] 
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© amongſt his Northern Friends, whom he planted, alſo 
© for his greater Security, in every Part of the Kingdom ; 
© which gave much Offence to his more Southern Sub- 
© jets, and made them pay more Regard to the Hopes 
© of a future Revolution, than to the preſent Tyrant", 
Fabian, who lived in this King's Time, and ends 
his Chronicle with the next Reign, hath not one ſingle 
Word of this Parliament. Ha and Holling ſpead only 
ſay that, in the Beginning of the Year 1484, a Parlia- 
ment was ſummoned, in which the Earl of Richmond 
and his Followers were attainted, and the People 
burdened with ſevere Taxes and Impoſitions; and that 
the Money ſo collected was waſted on this King's Crea- 


tures, or ſquandered away prodigally, to ſtop the Mouths 


of ſuch as knew any Thing of his Guilt in the Death of 
his Nephews. 

Palydore Vergil writes“, That, after this Parliament 
had attainted all the exiled Perſons, and confiſcated 
their Eſtates to the King's Uſe, Richard was not con- 
tent with theſe rich Spoils, but commanded them to 
grant him a large Supply; for, in order to vindicate 
himſelf from Calumny, and to buy the Favour of the 
People, he had beſtowed ſuch Largeſſes of Money 


amongſt them, that his Treaſury was very low. But 


the moſt extraordinary Stretch was, that Thomas Stan- 
ley ſhould be alſo declared an Enemy to the State, on 
account of his Wife Margaret's being Mother to the 
Earl of Richmond, who was commonly thought to be 
at the Head of the Conſpiracy v. And though a Wo- 
man's Politics may be judged of ſmall Moment, yet 
this Parliament thought proper to take Notice of her, 
and commanded her Huſband, in whom they could 
find no Guile, to confine her cloſely, and ſuffer no 
Meſſengers, of any Account, to paſs between her Son 
and her, that might diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom. 
The ſame Author adds, That, by Conſent of this Parlia- 
ment, a Peace with the Scots, who had begun Hoſtilitie 
on the Engliſh Borders, was concluded. * 
E 


n For the great Confidence which Richard placed in his Northern Friencb 
particularly of the City of York, fee Drake's Eboracum, from Page 14 
Page 124, London. Folio, 1736. 

© Hift. Any. Lib. xxv. p. 554. 

p This Hiſtorian is miſtaken, as appears by the AQ itſelf before g. 


e 
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The particular Writer of this King's Life 4, and a K. Richard Ill. 


very particular one he is indeed, for he has taken true 
Pains to waſh his Blackmore white, is more explicit 
than any other in his Account of the Proceedings of this 
Parliament. He ſays, That, by it, there were man 

good Laws enacted; the Marriages of King Edward 
were debated; that with the Lady Gray adjudged 
© unlawful, and her Children illegitimate ; there being 
© Proof of a former Contract and Marriage with the 
© Lady Eleanor Talbot, Daughter to the old Earl of 
« Shrewſbury, and Relict of the Lord Butler of Sudeley, 
then, and long after, living. All that had been in- 
© ferred by the Duke of Buckingham, or contained in 
© the Bill ſupplicatory, demonſtrated, was again con- 
© ſulted, and Judgment given againſt that Marriage; 
© the Incapacity alfo of the Children of the Earl of Mar- 


wick and his Siſter, the Lady Elizabeth Plantagenet, . 


© were all decreed and confirmed by Act of Parliament. 
© So that here, adds our Author, to tax fo general an 
* Aﬀent, were to ſay there was not one honeſt or juſt 
« Man in that high Court ; and what greater Scandal 
can there be againſt the whole Kingdom? 
© There was likewiſe Notice taken of the Earl of 
© Richmond's Pretence to the Crown, by a Title derived 
from the Houſe of Lancaſter ; who was at that Time in 
France, labouring to engage the King and the Duke of 
© Bretagne in his Ouarrel: Oh ! the infinite Windings 
and perplexed Steps we labour thorough, to get that 
© which we muſt bid Goodnight to To-morrow; and yet 
© the true and rightful Lancaſter had no Finger in this; 
© for this Earl was not then granted to be of the Houſe 
© of Lancaſter, untill the Pope, by his Bull, had given 
him that Title; and himſelf, after he was King, by his 
* Prerogative aſſumed it. In this Parliament he was at- 
* tainted of High Treaſon, and, with him, John Earl of 
Oxford, Thomas Marquis of Dorſet, 2 per Earl of 
* Pembroke, Lionel Biſhop of Saliſbury, Pierce Biſhop of 
Exeter, the Lady Margaret Counteſs of Richmond, Tho- 
* mas Morton Biſhop of Ely, Thomas Nandich by the Stile 
* of Themas Nandich of Cambridge, Conjurer ', 2 
nevet 


4 George Buck, Eſq; one of the Heralds at Arms, Author of the Hi- < | 


Rory of King Richard 1II. Fol. 1647, London. But ſince reprinted with 


Notes in Kennet's Collection. 
7 Negromancer, in the Record, 
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© George Brown of Beachworth, Thomas Lukenor of Trat- 
6 ton, fob Guilford, John Fogg, Edward Painings, Tho- 


© mas Ficries of Churſimonceux, Nicholas Gainford, Mil. 


© liam Clifford, John Dorrel, with others of Kent and the 
« Welt Country. There was further enacted, for the 
Approbation and confirming the true and lawful Title 
© of King Richard, this Clauſe or Sentence, 

It is declared, pronounced, decreed, confirmed, and ęſla- 
Bliſbed, by the Authority of this preſent Parliament, That 
King Richard III. ts the true and undoubted King of this 
Realm; as well by Right of Conſanguinity and Heritage, 
as 8 lawful Election and Coronation, &c. 

ur Author proceeds with this Remark, © That, in 
© a Place of the Roll of this Parliament, there are Ar- 
guments to be gathered, that the two Sons of King 
« Edward were living at that Time, which was at leaſt 


© nine Months after the Death of their Father, and ſix 


Months. after Richard was declared King. Which, 
+ adds he, will import thus much, That if King Rich- 
6 ard ſuffered them to live ſo long, there is no Reaſon 
© why he ſhould aſter make them away; for their Lives 
© could not rectify their Blood or Titles, nor their 
< Deaths advantage him. Neither can Baſtards be 
© dangerous or prejudicial to the true and titular Lord, 
< or lawful Proprietor, be he King or Subject; witneſs 
© foreign Countries, and England itſelf, which holds 
<© Baſtards incapable of Heritage, Honours, or Offices.” 

Thus far we have thought proper to extract, verba- 
tim, from this Panegyriſt ; and ſhall only add what 
the Annotator in Kennet's Collection remarks on the 
Paſſage of Edward's Children being alive at the Time 
this . was ſitting. He ſays, That this Au- 
© thor would have done much towards the Credit he 
© drives at in his Hiſtory, to have ſpecified the Place 
of the Roll, and the Words thereof, whence ſuch Ar- 
* guments might be gathered. For, adds he, all Hi- 
© ſtories relate the Murders to be committed before this 
Time. 


Richard was well aware that the propoſed Union 


between the Houſes of York and Lancaſier, the Earl of 
\ "8 Kennet, p. 328. Richmand's 
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Richmend's marrying the Princeſs Elizabeth, was the K. Richard III. 


greateſt Motive the Malecontents to his Government 
had to draw in many more indifferent People, not only 
to wiſh for, but to endeavour to bring it about: In order 
therefore to fruſtrate this Project, he took a pious Reſo- 
lution to add Inceſt to the reſt of his enormous Crimes, 
by marrying the Princeſs Elizabeth, his eldeſt Brother's 
Daughter, himſelf. The Hi/tory of Croyland informs 
us that, during the Sitting of his Parliament, Richard, 
by fair Promiſes, mixed with ſome terrible Threats, had 
at laſt prevailed upon the too eaſy Queen to ſend all her 
Daughters to Court, where they were received by their 
unnatural Uncle with all ſeeming Tenderneſs and Aﬀec- 
tion. At this Time alſo, the ſame Authority tells us, the 
King got together almoſt all the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in the Kingdom, the Chief of the Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, and the principal Perſons of his 
Houſhold, into a private Parlour of the Palace 4, and 
commanded them to take a new-coined Oath, by whom 
framed is uncertain, to be true to the Succeſſion of his 
only Son Edward, in Caſe of his Father's Mortality ; 
and they were all likewiſe obliged to ſign their Names 

to it. But to proceed. | 
Mr. Rapin obſerves *, that Richard called this Par- 
liament at a very ſeaſonable Junture. The Duke of 
Buckingham's Conſpiracy ſeeming entirely ſtifled by the 
Death of that Lord, and the Retreat of the Earl of Rich- 
mond *, there was not in the Kingdom any Perſon in a 
Condition to lift up his Head againſt him : So the Par- 
liament, adds he, conſiſting, no doubt, of Repreſenta- 
tives devoted to the King, declared Edward the Fourth's 
ITue illegitimate, and confirmed Richard's irregular 
Election, with his pretended Right to the Crown. This 
Act was abſolutely neceſſary for Richard's Security; be- 
lides, ſays our Author, the Parliament thereby avoided 
the Trouble of inquiring after the Fate of Edward V. 
whom all England hed for ſome Months acknowledged 
for King. Then an Act of Attainder was paſſed againſt 
Henry 


In quodam inferiori Cænacule, juxta Ambitum qui ducit ad Cameras Re- 


9 


ging. Hiſt, Croyl. Cont. p. 570. 
* Rapin's Hiſſory of England, Fol. Edit. p. 642. 
5 Richmond had been waiting upon the Engliſh Coaſts with a few Ships; 


but, when he was aſiured of Buckingham's Defeat and Death, he fa;ied 
dick into Brittany, Hift, Croyl, Cont, p. 570. 
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Henry Earl of 
Richmond, and 
his Adherents, 
attainted, 


L397 


Uſeful Acts 
paſſed. 


3981 


hold, or 26s. 8 d. Copyhold, at the leaſt.” 


tue whereof all their Eſtates were forfeited to the King, 
By this Act, which declared all thoſe Rebels and Tral- 
tors that were concerned in the Duke of Buctingbam's 
and the Earl of Richmond's Conſpiracies, all the late 
Executions were in ſome Meaſure juſtified ; becauſe ſtill, 
adds our Authority, ſuch as had ſuffer'd were conkder'd 
as guilty of the Crime condemned by this Act. 

The Senſe of another Author; who, though alſo a 
Foreigner, ſeems to make a juſt Reflection on this 
Matter, is this: The Decree above being regiſtered 
* amongſt the Acts of the Parliament, and by that made 
* authentical in every Part of it, makes it appear that 
© the Kings of England have Power to do what they will, 
© when they are either loved for their Virtues, or feared 
© for their F orce. As to what concerns Love, there is 
© no Proof of it in this preſent Caſe; but of Fear, ſuffi- 
© cient; that Terror being the primum Mobile in this 
« Buſineſs.” 

But it muſt be allowed that ſome other Buſineſs was 
done in this Parliament, beſides ſettling the Succeſſion 
and paſſing the Bill of Attainder. Many wholſome Laws 
ver beneficial to the Public were enacted in it; a plain 
Evidence of which is, their ſtanding unrepealed in our 
Statute- Books to this Day. Some of the moſt remark- 
able we ſhall mention. 

1. That whereas the Subjects of this Realm had of 
late been burdened with/a new Impoſition, called a Be- 
nevolence, the ſame ſhould thenceforth not be exacted. 
2. * That every Juſtice of Peace ſhall have Power to 
admit a Priſoner, arreſted for Felony, to Bail; and that 
no Officer ſhall ſeize the Goods of a Priſoner, arreſted 
for Felony, till he be attainted.” 3. That no Perſon 
ſhall be impannelled upon Juries but who hath 205. _ 
4- « 1 hat 
Wine and Oil Veſſels ſhall contain as follow: Every Ton 
ſhall hold 252 Gallons; a Pipe, 126 Gallons ; a Tertian, 
84 Gallons; a Hogſhead, 63 Gallons; a Barrel, 31 Gal. 
lons and a Half; a Rundlet, 18 Gallons and a Half". 

It was not very long after paſſing the Act againſt ge- 
nevolences, that Richard himſelf broke it; for, on the 


firſt News of the Earl of Richmond's Invaſion, _ 
Y 


t Biondi, Vol. II. p · 116. 
u Statutes at large, Anno 1 Rich. III. cap, ii. iii. iv. xiti, 
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ſufficiently emptied his Coffers, and ſquandered away K. Richerd III. 


the great Treaſure left by his Brother, he had Recourſe 
to the very ſame Means (which he had condemned in 
open Parliament) to procure more: And, ſays our con- 
temporary Authority, the Word Benevolence, which had 
been uſed with ſo much Contempt, converted itſelf; for 
the King ſent out his Creatures, who were Children of 
this World, and therefore wiſer than the Children of 
Light, who, by Prayers and Threats, by Hook or Crook, 
ſcraped and gleaned together vaſt Sums of Money from 
almoſt all Sorts of People, and carried it to the King's 
Treaſury *. 
This is all we can collect relating to the Tranſactions 
of this Parliament, either from the Records, Statute- 
Books, or Hiſtorians ;. what we have elſe to ſay in this 
Reign, is, That a new Invaſion happening ſoon after, 


L 399 } 


under the Earl of Richmond, King Richard loſt his Life ,;, killeg © 
and his Crown in the Battle of Boſworth, Aug. 22, 1485, the Battle af 
and the Conqueror was proclaimed, at the Head of his Beſwortb. 


Army, King of England, &c. in the open Field. 

Thus fell the laſt of the Sons of Richard Duke of Vork, 
whoſe violent Ambition proved the Ruin of him and all 
the Male Line of Plantagenet. Had he been content 
with the Protectorſhip he would have had no Enemies, 
but have ended his Days in Peace and Honour, and ſeen 
the Crown eſtabliſhed in his Family. It is certain that 
the Hiſtorians immediately following theſe Times, in 
Compliment perhaps to the reigning Prince, have given 
us Richard's Character as black as it could be made. 
Mr. Buck has endeavoured as far to poliſh it, and to re- 
preſent him a Prince of much better Shape, both in Body 
and Mind, than he has been generally eſteemed. Va- 
rious are the Cenſures which have paſſed on his Perform- 
ance; we ſhall only trouble the Reader with that of 
Dr. Fuller, His Memory (ſays he, ſpeaking of King 


© Richard) has met with a modern Pen, who has not 


* only purged, but praiſed, it to the Heighth ; and Pity 
*it is that ſo able an Advocate had not a more meriting 
* Perſon for his Client J. 
The 
x Hiſt. Creyl. Cont. p. 57 t, 2. x 
Y Fuller's Worthies, p. 282, in Northamptonſpire. Biſhop Kennet, in 
his Notes on Lord Verulam's Hiſtory of the ſugceeding Reign, remarks, 


That, amongſt the Number of Perſons attainted in the firſt — of 
enry 
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The celebrated French Writer of Engliſb Hiſtory, 
Rapin, concludes his Reign of Richard III. in this 
Manner : 

Let us cloſe, ſays he, the Hiſtory of the Plantage- 
© nets, with a brief Recapitulation of the moſt memorable 
< Accidents that befell the Kings of this Race, whilſt on 
© the Throne of England. In this Summary of the 
< fourteen foregoing Reigns it will be ſeen, not without 
Aſtoniſhment, perhaps, that the Happineſs and Glory 
© enjoyed by this Race for above 300 Years, were almoſt 
© nothing, in Compariſon of their Misfortunes.” And 
then he begins with a long Detail of direful Accidents, 
all tending to prove, that even God Almighty himſelf 
always acted in Oppoſition to an hereditary Title to 
the Engliſh Crown. On which extraordinary Recapi- 
tulation of Events, his Tranſlator and Annotator, Mr. 
Tindal, has beſtowed this juſt Reflection: 

© It were to be wiſhed that ſo good an Hiſtorian as 
© Rapin had been more ſparing of God's Judgments, 
© ſuch Remarks at beſt being a Sign of great Weakneſs; 
© but when they are built on Falſities in Fact, as is 
< ſometimes the Caſe, they are inexcuſable. Of this, 
adds he, we have an Inſtance, even in Rapin himſelf, 
And, as for the long Liſt of God's Judgments upon the 
< Houſe of Plantagenet, it contains nothing extraordi- 
© nary; nothing but what is very common in this World, 

© and what might eaſily be matched out of the Hiſtories 
© of ſeveral other Nations *. 


Henry VII. was one John Buck, beheaded at Boſeporth, a Relation to 
George Buck, the Author of the Life of Richard III. which perhaps, add: 
he, was the Reaſon why that Hiſtorian, in Oppoſition to other Writers 
on the ſame Subject, endeavours to have it believed that King Richard waz 
both a great and a good Man. Kennet's Collection, Vol, II. p. 581. 

o Rapin's Hiſtory of England, Fol, Edit, pP · 647, Note 8. 
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of Richmond a compleat Victory over his mortal 
Enemy King Richard III. and he being ſlain in the Field, 
the Diadem, for which they both fought, and which 
Ricbard wore on his Head that Day, being found, was 
immediately put on Henry's; and, according to a Ro- 
nan Cuſtom, he was ſaluted Emperor by the Soldiery 
in the open Field. The Title to a Crown by Conqueſt 
muſt be allowed a very ſtrong one; but Henry VII. 
would not truſt to that, nor ſolely to the lame Pedigree 
he pretended to claim from Jobn of Gaunt, the Source 
of the Lancaſtrian Stream, knowing well that it was 
ſo obſtructed in the Way by a Bar of Baſtardy, that 
it was impoſſible to make it ſeem clear to the World *. 
The beſt Title he had was by Marriage with the Prin- 


413 
HE great God of Battles having given Henry Earl King Henry VH, 
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His Title to the 


ceſs Elizabeth, eldeſt Daughter to King Edward IV. Crown. 


and which he was obliged by Compact to conſummate : 
But yet his inbred Hatred to the Houſe of Vert was fo 
great, that he diſdained a Power that would then be 
more Matrimonial than Regal, and ſo reſolved to reſt 
upon the Title of Lancaſter as chief ; and, as the great 
Lord Bacon obſerves, to uſe the other two, of Conqueſt 
and Marriage, as Supporters to it“. | 

With theſe Views Henry took Poſſeſſion of the Eng- 
liſb Crown; and the Solemnity of his Coronation was 
performed, in the uſual Place and Manner, on the 13th 
Day of October, ia the Year 1485. The next Year, 
in order to gain a further Sanction to his Title, he cal- 


led 

2 For Henry the Seventh's Title to the Crown by Deſcent, ſee the Life of 
Edward IV. by Jobn Habington, Eſq; in Kennet, Vol. I. p. 471. 

Philis de Commines, in ſpeaking of the violent Proceedings in Richard”s 
Reign, ſays, Le dict Roy Richard ne le porta paſs loing ; car contra lui 
eva Dieu un Ennemy, Cet tout en I Inftant ) que naveit ne Croix ne Pille, 
ne nul Droit, comme je croy, a le Couronne d' Angleterre ; ne eflime riens, 
fert que de ſa Perſonne eſtoit honeſte, et avoit beaucoup ſouffert ; car le pluſ- 
part de ſa Vie avoit eſte Priſonnier. Livre VI. chap. ix. 

o Polydore Vergil introduces two Prophecies, to confirm Henry's Title 
to the Crown, in theſe Words : 

Henricus Principum atque Populi juſſu Rex creatur; fuit ille Annus Sa- 
latis, M.CCCC.LXXXVI., Henricus fic Regnum adeptus eft, quod Dei 
Nutu & Confilio geſtum, et proviſum eſſe, viſum eſt, quando abbinc, id eft, 
ex boc Anno Salutis, 1486, Annos D.CC.XCVII. Memoriæ proditum ferunt, 
Vitem Divinitus Cadoualadro ultimo Britannorum Regi, redditam, ejus 
Progeniem rurſus regnaturam. Iius Vocis Fato Henricum diftum Regnum 
obtnuſſe, Opinio per Animos Hemi num jampridem pervaſerat, quod et Henri- 
cus Sextus futurum pradixeratr, Pl, Verg, Arg, Hift, Lib. xxvi, p. 506. 
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1486. 
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King Henry VII. led a Parliament, by Writs bearing Date at Vęſiminſter, 


September 15, Anno Regni ſuo primo, to meet at the 
ſame Place on the 7th Day of November following. A 


At Wiminfler, Liſt of the Peers, on this other great Revolution in the 


State, is as follows © : 


The State of the John Duke of Suffolk, Richard Lord Grey, 


. 


1431 


aſper * Duke of Bedford, Richard Lord De la War, 
illiam Earl of Arundele, Thomas Lord Lumley, 
obn Earl of Oxford, John Lord Broke, of Cab- 
mund Earl of Kent, bam, 
Wilkam Earl of Notting- Jahn Lord Mountjoy, 
ham, hn Lord Stourton, 
Edward Earl of Wilts, Jobn Lord Sutton, of Dud- 
Richard Earl Rivers, ley, 
Thomas Earl of Derby, John Lord Denham, 
Wilkam Earl of Hunting Thomas Lord Arundele, of 
don, - Maltravers, 
Edward Earl of Devon, Edward Viſcount Li/l:, 
Ralph Lord Greyftock, John Lord Grey, of Pois, 
Thomas Lord Scrope, of Henry Lord Clifford, of 


Maſbam, Cuiffirde, 

Richard Lord Beauchamp, Jobn Ratcliff, Lord Fitz- 
of Beauchamp, Walter, 

George Lord Nevile, of William Viſcount Beau- 
Bergavenny, mont. 

The Judges. 
Lord Chief Juſtice Huſee, Sir Humphrey Starky, 

Sir Thomas Brian, Jobn Suliard, 

Sir Guy Fairfax, ohn Vavaſour, 

Sir Fohn Cateſby, Villiam Hode, Attorney- 

Sir Richard Noel, General. 

Sir Roger Townſhend, 


The 


From Dugdale's Summons to Parliament, An. 1 Henry VII. p. 476. C. 

4 7a per Earl of Pembroke, King Henry's Uncle, had been created by 
him Duke of Bedford, at his Coronation ; as was alſo Thomas Lord Stan- 
ley made Earl of Derby, the King's Father in Law; and Edward Court- 
rey, Earl of Devon. Bacon s Henry VII. 

© The Story of the Preſervation of this Lord Clifford from the Fury of 
the Houſe of Tor, who would certainly have ſacrificed him for his Fa- 
ther's Cruelty, and his being brought up as a Shepherd to this Time, 
having never learned to read or write, is very remarkable, See D»ygdai' 
Baron, Vol. II. P-. 343 
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The Parliament thus ſummoned, and the Lords Spi- King Henry VII. 


ritual and Temporal, with the Commons, being all met 
at the Place and Time appointed, the new King alſo 
ſitting in the Throne, the Reverend Father John Alkok, 


Biſhop of Horce/ter, and Lord High-Chancellor of Eng- ** imer. 


land, declared the Cauſe of the Summons, and took 
for his Theme the Words following, Intende preſpere, 
procede et regna. 

The Intention of which Words he ſhewed to the 
Members, elected and conſtituted, of this Parliament 
was, That they did not meet there for their own private 
Intereſt and Advantage, but for the Good of the Public 
as well as themſelves; and with what Unanimity, Good- 
will, and Chearfulneſs they each and all promoted and 
procured that End, ſo the Utility of the King and King- 
dom, together with no ſmall Proſperity to themſelves, 
would neceſſarily follow: And this he ſhewed was the 
Meaning of one Part of his Text, Intende proſpere. 
The Biſhop took Occaſion here to mention a great Tu- 
mult at Rome that was quelled by a certain wiſe Man, 
called Agrippa, who told the People a Story of the Event 
of a Diſpute between the Stomach and the Members of 
a human Body, as he ſaid might be read, more at large, 
in Titus Livius, &c. 

He next proceeded to ſhew the continual and perſe- 
vering Fidelity which Subjects owed to their King; and, 
on the contrary, what Faithfulneſs alſo Kings and Princes 
owed to their Subjects, in defending them to the utmoſt 
of their Power, and in taking Care that Law and Juſtice 
ſhould be equally and rightly adminiſtered to them all, 
as in the Words of his Text: Deducing alſo this Ex- 
ample, in ſhewing fully five good Qualities to be in the 
Government of Bees ; four of which he applied chiefly 
to be in the Subjects; and the fifth, to all good Kings 
and Princes; who, he ſaid, fat on high, like the Prince 
of Bees, carrying a ſharp-pointed Sting to puniſh Of- 
fenders, &c. We are perſuaded the Reader has 
enough of this Prelate's Diſcourſe by this Time; we 
therefore leave him to carry on his Allegory of Bees, 
which he does even to the Honey and Wax of the Hive, 
and proceed to his Direction of the Commons to meet 
the next Morning, in their accuſtomed Place, and chuſe 
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Kiog Henry VII. a Speaker, who they were to preſent to the King for his 


Tuo. Lovrr 1, 
Eſq; choſen 


Speaker * 


F. Subſidy. 


Approbation. | 

. Accordingly, the ſecond Day of this Parliament, the 
Commons met and choſe their Speaker, and the Day 
after preſented Thomas Lovell, Eſq; to the King for that 
Purpoſe ; whoſe Excuſe for Inſufficiency not being al- 
lowed, and making the uſual Proteſtation, he was con- 
firmed in-that Office. 

After this we are told, by the Roll of this Parliament, 
that the King himſelf, with his own Mouth, made an 
eloquent Speech to the Commons to this Effect : 
| He told them That he was come to take Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown of England, as well by his juſt Title of 
Inheritance *, as by God's true Judgment in giving him 
the Victory over his Enemy in the open Field. He de- 
clared that all his Subjects, of whatſoever State, Con- 
dition, or Degree, ſhould hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy, to 
them and their Heirs, all Lands, Tenements, Rents, 
and other their Hereditaments, excepting ſuch Perſons 
as had offended his Majeſty ; who, according to their 
Merits, would be proceeded againſt in this preſent Par- 
lament.” > | 
Next follows the Grant of a Subſidy of Tonnage and 
Poundage to the King, the very ſame as was granted to 
his immediate Predeceflor, and alſo for Life, with the 
uſual additional Tax on W ooll, Wooll-fells, and Hides. 

After this comes an Exemplification of this King's 
Title to the Crown; which, being drawn up in a very 
conciſe Manner, deſerves particular Regard ; and there- 
fore we give it at Length as follows : 


NO the Pleaſure of Almighty God, Wealth, Proſ- 
6 perity, and Surety of this Realm of England, 
© and to the ſingular Comfort of all the King's Subjects 
of the ſame, in avoiding all Ambiguities and Queſtions, 
© be it ordained, eſtabliſhed, and enacted, by this pre- 
« ſent Parliament, That the Inheritance of the Crown 
of this Realm of England, and alſo of France, with 


| © all the Preheminence and Dignity Royal to the ſame 


© belonging beyond the Sea, with the Appurtenances 
< thereto in any wiſe due or appertaining, ſhall reſt, re- 


main, and abide in the moſt Royal Perſon of our now 


46 Sovereign 
2 Per juſtum Titulum Hereditantia, Rot. Parl, 1 Hen, VII. 
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Sovereign Lord King Henry VII. and in the Heirs of King Henry VII. 


© his Body lawfully coming, perpetually with the Grace 
© of God ſo to endure, and in none other,” 


An Act for annexing to the Crown the Duchies of 
Lancaſter and Cornwall ; alfo another for freeing from 
Attainder and Reſtitution of Lands, &c. to all thoſe 
Lords and other Perſons who were attainted by the late 
King Richard, in a Parlrament held in the firſt Year of 
his Reign: And, in Requital for that Favour, next fol- 
lows an ACt in this Parliament for the Attainder of all 
Henry's Enemies; the Preamble to which is ſo extra- 
ordinary as to deſerve this particular Notice. 

«* Foraſmuch as every King, Prince, and Liege Lord, 
the more high that he be in Eftate and Prehemigence, 
the more ſingularly he is bound to the Advancement of 
that indifferent Virtue, Zuftice ; and by promoting and 
rewarding Virtue, and by oppreſſing and puniſhing Yice - 
Wherefore our Sovereign Lord calling to his bleſſed 
Remembrance this high and great Charge adjoined to 
his Royal Majeſty and Eftate ; and not oblivious or 
putting out of his godly Mind the unnatural and miſ- 
chievous and great Perjuries, T reaſons, Homicides, and 
Murders, in ſhedding of Infants' Blood, with many 
other Wrongs and odious Offences and Abominations 
againſt God and Man, and eſpecially againſt our Sove- 
reign Lord, committed and done by Richard late Duke 
of Glouceſter, calling and naming himſelf, by Uſurpa- 
tion, King Richard the Third; the which, with John 
late Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Earl of Surrey, Francis 
Viſcount Lovel, Walter Devereux, late Lord Ferrers, 
John Lord Zouch, &c. &c.” 

This Act of Attainder againſt theſe Lords and many 
Commoners, there alſo named, with what is mentioned 
before, was all that was done in the firſt Seſſion of this 
Parliament; for we find, by the Record, that, on the 
Ioth Day of December, Thomas Lovel, Eſq; Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, with that whole Body, came 
before the King in Parliament, and there, in the moſt 
humble and reſpectful Manner, beſought his. Majeſty, 
That ſeeing the Crown of theſe Kingdoms was, by the 

Authority of the preſent Parliament, eſtabliſhed on him 


and his Iſſue, that his Majeſty would pleaſe to eſpouſe 
Vol. II. D d and 
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and take to his Bed the moſt noble and excellent Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth, Daughter to King Edward IV. that, by 
this happy Match, and by God's Grace, a Royal Pro- 
geny might enſue, to the great Comfort and Conſolation 
of the whole Realm. 

The Speaker having ended, all the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, then preſent, riſing from their Seats, 
bowed their Heads towards the King in his Throne, 
and made the ſame Requeſt; to whom the King, with 
his own Mouth, anſwered, That he was willing to do as 


«they deſired him. 


The Parliament 
prorogued, 


Several Attain- 
ders reverſed, 


o 


After this the Chancellor, by the King's Command, 
declared to both Houſes, That his Majeſty was diſpoſed 
to prorogue this preſent Parliament, for certain Cauſes 
him thereunto moving; and therefore he exhorted the 
Lords and Commons, when they came into their own 
Countries, to take great Care to have Juſtice done againſt 
all Offenders of the Laws, Spreaders of Lies and Diſ- 
cords, &c. that, at their next Meeting, the King might 
have Reaſon to give them ſpecial Thanks for their Di. 
ligence therein. He concluded with ſaying, That be- 
cauſe the Feaſt of Chriſimas was approaching, and much 
Bufineſs of Importance was remaining, which could not 
be finiſhed in that Time, therefore the King thought 
fit to prorogue this Parliament to the 23d of Januar) 
next coming; and all Manner of Perſons concerned 
were to take Notice, and attend accordingly. 

There is no Notice taken on the Roll of the next 
Meeting of this Parliament, but Buſineſs goes on, in the 
Record, as if there had been no Intermiſhon. The Re- 
verſal of the Attainders of Jaſper Earl of Pembroke, now 
created Duke of Bedford, with fome other private Per- 
ſons, is the firſt Inſtrument on Record after the Proroga- 
tion. Next follows the Reverſal of the Attainders of 
Henry late Lord Clifford, William late Lord Viſcount 
Beaumont, Fohn Vere, late Earl of Oxford; the Coun- 
teſs of Richmond, King Henry's Mother; Edward, Son 
and Heir to Henry late Duke of Buckingham; John Lord 
Wells, with ſeveral other inferior Perſons. 

Subſequent to theſe is an Article drawn in Form of an 
Oath, — in with this Memorandum, That 7 was 
done 


a Idem Rex reſpondet, Ore proprio, ſe juxta corum Deſideria & Regqueſtui 
Procedere ſuiſſe contentum. Rot, Pail, 1 Henry VIII. 
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© done for the Reformation of ſeveral enormous Crimes King Henry VII. 


© and wicked Practices in this Realm, as well as for the 
Correction and Puniſhment of the Actors of them ;* 
the Tenor of which Oath is entered in theſe Words : 


YE ſhall ſwear that ye ao henceforth ſhall not receive, 

aid, or comfort, any Perſon openly a curſed Murderer, 
Felon, or outlawed Man for Felony, by you known ſo to be, 
or any ſuch Perſon let [hinder] to be attached or taken 
therefor by Order of the Law ; nor retain any Man by 
Indenture or Oath, nor give Livery, Sipn, or Token, con- 
trary to the Law; nor any Maintenance, Embracery, Riots, 
or unlawful Aſſemblies, make, or cauſe to be made, or aſ- 
ſent thereto; nor let, or cauſe to be letted, in the Execu- 


tion of any of the King's Writs, on Precepts directed to 


ſuch lawful Miniſters and Officers as ought to have Exe- 


cution of the ſame; nor let any Man to Bail or Mainprize, 
knowing and deeming him to be a Felon upon your Honour 
and Worſhip. So help you God and all Saints, 


We are told that not only the Knights and Eſquires 
of the King's Houſhold, but thoſe alſo of the Houſe of 
Commons, came before the King and Lords, and took 
this Oath. After they had done, the Peers, both Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, were interrogated by the Lord- 
Chancellor, Whether they were willing to take the ſame 
Oath? who all anſwering, as it were with one Voice b, 
That they were ready, the ſaid Article, or Oath, was 
read to them; and every Lord Spiritual, laying his Right 
Hand on his Breaſt, and every Temporal Lord the ſame 
on the Book of Goſpels, ſwore to obſerve and perform 
the ſame; to the Number of 13 Biſhops, 16 Abbots, 
and one Prior; two Dukes, five Earls, and 13 Barons. 

Several Acts of Reſtitution in Blood come next on 


Record ; as, of King Henry VI. called there this King with Reſtitu⸗ 
Henry's Uncle, Margaret late Queen of England, and tions in Blood, 


her Son Edward late Prince of Wales. There is alſo a 
particular Act for reſtoring Elizabeth, late Wife to Ed- 
ward IV. late King of England; though we have not 
found that ever this Queen was attainted in the Reign 
of the laſt King, except it was in that Act which diſin- 
herited her, and baſtardized her Children: Which Act 

Dd 2 came 

b Quaſi una I'oce, Record. / 
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King Henry VII. came in Queſtion by this Parliament; and here it is 


An AR of Re- 
ſumption. 
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called a falſe and ſeditious Bill, full of falſe and mali- 


cious Imaginations againſt all true and good Diſpoſition, 


After reciting the Preamble to this Act, Pleaſe it your 
Noble Grace, &c.< the whole is annulled, repealed, and 
rendered of no Effect or Force; to be erazed and 
avoided out of the Roll and Records of the ſaid Parlia- 
ment; and all ſuch Perſons as have any Copy or Re- 
membrance of the ſaid Bill or Act, are ordered to bring 
them unto the Chancellor of England, or utterly deſtroy 
them, before the Feaſt of Ea/ter next coming, upon Pain 
of Impriſonment, and making Fine and Ranſom at the 
King's Pleaſure. It is ſomewhat ſtrange that, -after 
this ſevere Edict made againſt the Act of the firſt of 
Richard III. it ſhould remain upon Record at this Day, 

There are a great many more Acts of Adnullation and 
Reſtitution to Perſons attainted in the Reign of King 
Edward IV. paſſed in this Parliament, the very Titles of 
which would be too tedious for us to mention. In ſhort, 
it ſeems to have been the whole Buſineſs of this Seſſion; 
for, excepting one public Att for the Importation of 
wrought Silk, and another for the Encouragement of 
the Italian Merchants, there are none elſe that occur in 
the whole Catalogue. Laſt of all comes a very long Act 
of Reſumption, with a Multitude of Proviſoes and Ex- 
ceptions, which cloſes the whole Account, on the Roll, 


of this Parliament. 


But, to come to a clearer Knowledge of the State 
of Affairs at this great Revolution, it will be neceſſary to 
conſult a very great Man, the Lord Bacon, who wrote 
the particular Life of this King: And as this Noble 
Hiſtorian had, at his Time, all the Records in the King- 
dom open to him, beſides his vaſt Abilities, we may well 
ſuppoſe he wanted no Materials to complete his Work. 
We are perſuaded therefore that this Author's Senſe of 
the Proceedings of this Parliament will be the moſt ac- 
ceptable in bis own Words. He tells us, 

© That, on the 7th of November, the King held his 
Parliament at Veſiminſter, which he had ſummoned 
immediately after his coming to London, His Ends in 
calling a Parliament, and that ſo ſpeedily, were * 
| J 
© See before, p. 387, 395. 
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upon himſelf. Next, to have the Attainders of all of 
his Party, which were in no ſmall Number, reverſed, 
and all Acts of Hoſtility by them done in his Quarrel, 
remitted and diſcharged; and, on the other Side, to 
attaint, by Parliament, the Heads and Principals of his 
Enemies. The third, to calm and quiet the Fears of 
the reſt of that Party, by a general Pardon; not being 
ignorant in how great Danger a King ſtands from his 
Subjects, when moſt of his Subjects are conſcious in 
themſelves, that they ſtand in his Danger. Unto theſe 
three ſpecial Motives of a Parliament was added, that 
he, as a prudent and moderate Prince, made this Judg- 
ment, That it was fit for him to haſten to let his People 
ſez, that he meant to govern by Law, howſoever he 
came in by the Sword ; and fit alſo to reclaim them to 
know him for their King, whom they had ſo lately 
talked of as an Enemy or baniſhed Man. For that 
which concerned the Entailing of the Crown, (more 
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ly three; firſt, to procure the Crown to be entailed King Henry VII. 


than that he was true in his own Will, that he would The Succeſſion 
of the Crown 


not endure any Mention of the Lady Elizabeth, no not ſettled on Henry 


in the Nature of ſpecial Entail) he carry'd it otherwile and his Heirs. 


with great Wiſdom and Meaſure ; for he did not preſs 
to have the Act penned by way of Declaration or Re- 
cognition of Right, as, on the other Side, he avoided 
to have it by new Law or Ordinance ; but chuſe rather 


a kind of Middle-way, by way of Eſtabliſhment, and 


that under Covert and indifferent Words, That the In- 
beritance of the Crown fhould reſt, remain, and abide in 
the King, &c. which Words might equally be applied, 
That the Crown ſhould continue to him; but whether 
as having former Right to it, which was doubtful, or 
having it then in Fact and Poſſeſſion, which no Man 
denied, was left fair to Interpretation either Way. And 
again, for the Limitation of the Entail, he did not preſs 
it to go farther than to himſelf and to the Heirs of his 
Body, not ſpeaking of his right Heirs ; but leaving that 
to the Law to decide; fo as the Entail might ſeem ra- 
ther a perſonal Favour to him and his Children, than a 
total Dilinheriſon to the Houſe of York; and in this 
Form wes the Law drawn and paſſed. This Statute 
he procured to be confirmed by the Pope's Bull the 
Year following, with Mention nevertheleſs, by way of 


* Re» 
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King Henry VII. Recital, of his other Titles, both of Deſcent and Con- 


The Attainders 


[ 496] 
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queſt. So as now the Wreath of Three was made a 
Wreath of Five *, for to the three firſt Titles of the 
two Houſes, and Conqueſt, were added two more, the 
Authorities Parliamentary and Papal i.“ 

The King likewiſe, in the Reverſal of the Attainders 
of his Partakers, and diſcharging them of all Offences 
incident to his Service and Succour, had his Will and 
Acts paſſed accordingly, In the Paſſage whereof, Ex- 
ception was taken to divers Perſons. in the Houſe of 
Commons, for that they were attainted, and thereby 
not legal, nor habilitate to ſerve in Parliament, being 
diſabled in the higheſt Degree: And that it ſhould be a 
great Incongruity to have them to make Laws, who 
themſelves were not inlawed. The Truth was, that 
divers of thoſe which had, in the Time of King Richard, 
been ſtrongeſt and moſt declared for the King's Party, 
were returned Knights and Burgeſſes for the Parlia- 
ment, whether by Care or Recommendation from the 
State, or the voluntary Inclination of the People; 
many of which had been by Richard III. attainted by 
Outlawries, or otherwiſe. The King was ſomewhat 
troubled with this; for though it had a grave and ſpe- 
cious Shew, yet it reflected upon his Party: But, wiſe- 
ly not ſhewing himſelf at all moved therewith, he would 
not underſtand it but as a Caſe of Law, and wiſhed the 
Judges to be adviſed thereupon ; who, for that Purpoſe, 
were forthwith aſſembled in the Exchequer- Chamber, 
which is the Council-Chamber of the Judges, and, 
upon Deliberation, they 2 a grave and ſafe Opinion 
and Advice, mixed with Law and Convenience; which 


f 
Frinnds reverſed, was, That the Knights and Burgeſſes attainted by the 


Courſe of Law, ſhould forbear to come into the Houſe, 
till a Law was paſſed for the Reverſal of their Attainders. 
It was at that Time incidently moved amongſt the 
| John 
h Nathaniel Bacon makes it a Wreath of fix, wiz. By Inheritance, 
War, Eſpouſals, Election, Gift of Par! ament, and, laſtly, by Pontifica! 


Benediction. Bacen on Government, Fol. p. 114. Ed. 1739. 


i The Pope's Bull for confirming the Crown to Henry, by virtue of thi: 
Entail, is in the Collection of Public As, Tom. XII. p. 297. in which 
is this remarkable Expreſſion : Non medo Jure Belli, ac notorio & indi- 


 bitato proximo Succefſions Tituls, werum etiam omnium Prælatorum, Price- 


rum, Magnatum, Nobilium, tetiuſque cjuſdem Regyi Angliæ, Plebis Flecliete 
& Vo, nec non Decreto, Statute, & Ordinatione ipfius Angliæ, Regri 
trium Statuum in f Conventa Parliamento noncupats, 
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the King himſelf, who likewiſe was attainted ; but it 
was with unanimous Conſent reſolved, That the Crown 
takes away all Defects and Stops in Blood; and that from 
the Time the King did aſſume the Crown, the Fountain 
was cleared, and all Attainders and Corruption of Blood 
diſcharged. But nevertheleſs, for Honour's Sake, it was 
ordained by Parliament, That all Records, wherein there 
was any Memory or Mention of the King's Attainder, 
ſhould be defaced, cancelled, and taken off the File.“ 
But, on the Part of the King's Enemies, there were 
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Judges in their Conſultation, What ſhould be done for King Hen VII. 
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N | hs And ſeveral of 
by Parliament attainted, the late Duke of Glouceſter, oy — 3 


calling himſelf Richard III. the Duke of Norfolk, the tainted, 


Earl of Surrey, Viſcount Lovel, the Lord Ferrers, the 
Lord Zouch, Richard — William Cateſby, and 
many others of Degree and Quality. In which Bills of 
Attainder, nevertheleſs, there were contained many juſt 
and temperate Clauſes, Savings, and Proviſoes, well 
ſhewing and fore-tokening the Wiſdom, Stay, and Mo- 
deration of the King's Spirit of Government : And for 
the Pardon of the reſt that had ſtood againſt the King, 
the King, upon a ſecond Advice, thought it not fit it 
ſhould paſs by Parliament, the better, being Matter of 
Grace, to impropriate the Thanks to himſelf ; uſing 
only the Opportunity of a Parliament- Time, the better 
to diſperſe it into the Veins of the Kingdom: There- 
fore, during the Parliament, he publiſhed his Royal Pro- 


clamation, offering Pardon and Grace of Reſtitution to 


all ſuch as had taken Arms, or been paticipant of any 
Attempts againſt him; ſo as they ſubmitted themſelves 


to his Mercy by a Day, and took the Oath of Allegiance 
and Fidelity to him. Whereupon many came out of Pardonstoother, 


Sanctuary, and many more came out of Fear, no leſs 
guilty than thoſe that had taken Sanctuary. | 
As for Money or Treaſure, the King thought it 
not ſeaſonable, or fit, to demand any of his Subjects at 
this Parliament, both becauſe he had received Satisfac- 
tion from them in Matters of ſo great Importance, and 
becauſe he could not remunerate them with any general 
Pardon, being prevented therein by the Coronation Par- 
don, paſſed immediately before : But chiefly, for that 
it was in every Man's Eye what great Forfeitures and 
Confiſcations he had at that Preſent to help I z 
where- 


[ 493 ] 


- 


424 


The Parliamentary His roRv 


King Henry VII. whereby thoſe Caſualties of the Crown might in Reaſon 


Laws paſled ; 


And Prefer- 
ments. 


[499 ] 


ſpare the Purſes of his Subjects; eſpecially in a Time 
when he was in Peace with all his Neighbours. Some 


few Laws paſſed at that Parliament, almoſt for Form's 


Sake; amoneſt which there was one, to reduce Aliens, 

eing made Denizens, to pay Strangers' Cuſtoms ; and 
another, to draw to himſelf the Seizures and Compoſitions 
of Italian Goods, for not Employment, being Points 
of Profit to his Coffers; whereof, from the very Begin- 
ning, he was not forgetful, and had been more happy 
at the latter End, if his early Providence. which kept him 
from all Neceſſity of. exacting upon his People, could 
likewiſe have tempered his Nature therein. He added, 
during Parliament, to his former Creations, the Ennoble- 
ment, or Advancement in Nobllity, of a few others: 
The Lord Chandois of Bretagne was made Earl of Bath, 
Sir Giles Datubeney, Lord Dawbenez, and Sir Kebert 
Willzughby, Lord Brooke. 

© 'The King did alfo, with great Nobleneſs and Bounty, 


which Virtues at that Time bad their Turns in his Na- 


ture, reſtore Edward Stafford, eldeſt Son to Henry 
Duke of Buckingham, attainted in the Time of King 
Richard, not only to his Dignities, but to his Fortunes 
and Poſſeſſions, which were great; to which he was 
moved alſo by a Kind of Gratitude, for that the Duke 
was the Man that moved the firſt Stone againſt the T y- 
Tarmy of King Richard, and indeed made the King a 
Bridge to the Crown upon his own Ruins, Thus the 
Parliament broke up.” 

Thus far the Noble Hiſtorian. What we have fur- 
ther to add to his full Account, is only an Abttract 
from the Continuation of the H:ftzry of Crayland i, to 
often before quoted, which ends in this very Year, re- 
lating to the Proceedings of this Parliament. It is 
there ſaid, That, after King Henry's Coronation, a 


Parliament was held at //eflmin/ter, in which many 


© Things were treated of and done, (it were to be wiſh- 
© ed that all were for the general Good) too copious for 
this Compendium of a Hiſtory: Amongſt the reit, 
© thirty Perſons were proſcribed, or, more comnronly, 
* attainted u; which Act, though much more modeſt 
than 
Inter Rerum Ang. Script. wet. Ed. Gale, Tom. I. p. 581. 
m Praſcripticnes, guas vulgares Attincta vacant. Ibidem. 
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t than what was done in the Parliaments under the late King Henry VII. 
Kings, Richard and Edward, yet did not paſs with- [L 408 
out great Debates, or, to ſpeak more plainly, many 

© ſharp Diſputes and Altercations. O God ! exclaims 

the Monk, what Security can Princes have, that their 

Subjects will defend their Perſons in the Day of Bat- 

tle; when, being forced there, perhaps, by their ab- 

«© ſolute Commands and Threats, the Side they fight 

© for, as is often the Caſe, being worſted, they And 

© their own Lives, Fortunes, and Eſtates, involved in 

© the common Ruin! In this Parliament, adds our Au- 

© thority, the Crown was ſettled on Henry, as his real 

Right, not from one but many Titles; for he did not 

claim the Engliſb Diadem ſo much from Blood or 

* Affinity, as from the Right of Conqueſt in the Field. 

© There were ſome, however, who choſe rather to con- 

© ceal their Thoughts than ſpeak them openly ; and the 

* more ſo, becaule, by his own Conſent, the King's 

Marriage with the Princeſs Elizabeth, eldeſt Daughter 

to King Edward, was there treated on, and agreed | 
© unto; in which Match all the Deficiencies which | 
* Henry wanted in Title ſeemed well filled up.“ But q 
of this, perhaps, more may be ſaid in another Place. . 
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It is eaſy to e, by this Quotation from our contem- 
porary Hiſtoriographer, that he is no Advocate for [ 419 1 
Henry's Title, nor Friend to his Succeſſion; and that, 


a ; . | 
if he durſt, he would have left us his Thoughts in a q 
plainer Manner upon it. But his Hiſtory ending, as is þ 
{aid before, in this very Year, we meet with no more q 
Reflections about it in that Author, 1 

It is evident, however, by other Hiſtorians, that not- | 


withſtanding all the Precautions which Hexry took to 

firengthen and ſupport his Title to the Crown, in a Par- 

liamentary Way, yet his Reign was not without ſome 

violent Concuſſions, which greatly ſhook his new-ac- 

quired Niadem. The Partizans and Favourers of the 

Houſe of Yor4 were till very powerful and numerous, and 

omitted no Opportunity to exert themſelves inthat Cauſe. 

This he ſeemed well to foreſee ; and his Jealouſy on that Henry appoints a 
Occaſion made him inſtitute a Guard of fifty Archers, Guard about his 
under the Command of a Captain, to be always near his my 
Perſon, in Caſe of any ſudden Attempt. This was then a 

pew Thing in Zrgland; their Kings, before, were on- 


ly 
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Iy guarded by the Laws and their Subjects“ Affectibns. 
ut, to take away all Jealouſy of this ſmall ſtanding 
Army, he declared the Inſtitution to be perpetual, and 


that it was no more than what he had obſerved in his 


come the Majeſty of a 


Exile to be done by _—_ Princes ; that it did not be- 

ing to be without a Guard; 
for it was requiſite to be had, if not of Neceſſity, for 
Decency . An Inſtitution that has been kept up, with 


an Addition of fifty more, by all our ſucceeding Princes. 


The Reader will find that Henry's Precautions were not 
without Reaſon. 


He marries Fz- In the Beginning of the Year 1486, the Marriage 
—— Heireſs was ſolemnized between King Henry and the Princeſs 


of the Houſe of 
Terk. 


4010 


T.ambert's Plot 
gefcated, 


Elizabeth; which was deſigned to have entirely united 
the two contending Titles, ſo that no future Efforts 
ſhould be made, by either Side, to diſturb it. But 
yet, this very Year, an Inſurrection began, raiſed by 
the Lord Lovel, Sir Humphrey Stafford, and his Bro- 
ther; tho', upon the News of an Army coming againſt 
them, they diſperſed themſelves. 

But a much more dangerous Commotion happened 
in the next Year, under a counterfeit Plantagenet ; one 
Lambert Simnel, a Baker's Son, being ſpirited up to take 
the Name and Title of Edward Earl of Warwick, only 
Son to George late Duke of Clarence, and then a Pri- 
ſoner in the Tower. This Impoſture was carried on ſo 
far, that the counterfeit Prince was actually crowned 
King of England, &c. at Chrifi-Church, in Dublin, the 
Iriſb Nation always greatly favouring the Title of the 
Houſe of York. From that Kingdom the new King 
came with conſiderable Forces into England, where he 
was joined by the Earl of Lincoln and the Lord Lovel, 
Sir 2 Broughton, ind others; but, meeting with 
King Henry's Forces near a Village called Stoke, in 
Nottinghamſhire, a Battle enſued, in which Henry was 
again victorious, the aforeſaid Lords, &c. ſlain, their 
upſtart King taken Priſoner, and their whole Army cut 

in 

n Biendi, Book IX. page 159. 

o This Jobn Earl of Lincoln was Son of Jobn de la Pole, Duke of Suf+ 
folk, by Elizabeth, King Edward the Fourth's eldeſt Siſter. Richard Ill. 
in Caſe he had diſabled the Iſſues of his elder Brothers from inheriting the 
Crown, and that himſelf ſhould have no Children, had deſigned this No- 


bleman to ſucceed to the Crown. Francis Viſcount Level! was Lords 
Chamberlain to Richard Ill, Lord Bacon, 
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End, and he himſelf was degraded from his high State 
to be a mean Servitor in the King's Kitchen. 

For the extirpating the Roots and Cauſes of the like 
Commotions in Time to come, the King, ſays Lord 
Bacon, began to find where his Shoe did wring him; 
and that it was his depreſſing the Houſe of York that did 
rancle and feſter the Affections of his People: He there - 
fore, with much Reluctancy, conſented to the Corona- 
tion of his Queen, which was done with much Solem- 
nity at /eftmin/ter, ſoon after his Return from the laſt 
Victory, but two Years after his Marriage ; which, adds 
our Authority, was like an old Chriſtening that had ſtaid 
long for Godfathers.” 


The next Year ſome foreign Aﬀairs came upon the 
Carpet, which had like to have ended in a War between 
France and England. The Occafion of it will beſt ap- 
pear by the Proceedings of another Parliament, which 
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in Pieces. Thus Lambert's Pageantry ſoon came to an Kiog E VII, 


The Queen 
crowned, 
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the King was obliged to cali by Writs, bearing Date 


September 1, to meet at We/iminfler on the gth Day of 
November following, and in the third Year of his Reign. 


Being all aſſembled, Thomas Morton, Archbiſhop of Can- At Meſninſler. 


terbury, and Chancellor of England, declared the Cauſe 
of the Summons in Words to this Effect ? ; 


My Lords and Maſters, 


| HE King's Grace, our Sovereign Lord, hath The Lord-Chan- 
c cellor's Speech ts 


commanded me to declare unto you the Cauſes 

© that have moved him at this Time to ſummon this his 

© Parliament, which I ſhall do in few Words; craving 

Pardon of his Grace and you all, if I perform it not as 
J would. 

His Grace doth firſt of all let you know, that he 

* retaineth in thankful Memory the Love and Loyalty 

* ſhewed to him by you, at your laſt Meeting, in Efta- 

* bliſhment of his Royalty; freeing and diſcharging of 

© his Partakers, and Confiſcation of his Traitors and 


Anno Regni 3. 
1488, 


both Houſes, 


Rebels; more than which could not come from Sub- 


+ jects to their Sovereign in one Action. This he taketh 
* ſo well at your Hands, as he hath made it a Reſolution 
to himſelf to communicate with ſo loving and well- 


© approved 
F Lord Bacon, 
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Kine Hezry VILE approved Subjects, in all Affairs that are of public Na- 


ture, at home or abroad. 

Two, therefore, are the Cauſes of your preſent aſ- 
© ſembling; the one, a foreign Buſineſs; the other, 
© Matter of Government at home. 

© The French King (as no doubt you have heard) 
© maketh, at this Preſent, hot War upon the Duke of 


Bretagne. His Army is now before Nantes, and hold- 


< eth it ſtraitly beſieged, being the principal City (if not 
in Ceremony and Preheminence, yet in Strength and 
Wealth) of that Duchy. You may gueſs at his Hopes 
< by his attempting of the hardeſt Part of the War firſt, 
The Cauſe of this War he knoweth beſt. He alledgeth 
© the entertaining and ſuccouring of the Duke of Orleans, 
© and ſome other French Lords, whom the King taketh 
© for his Enemies. Others divine of other Matters, 
© Both Parts have, by their Ambaſſadors, divers Times 
© prayed the King's Aids: The French King, Aids or 
© Neutrality; the Bretons, Aids ſimply; for fo their 
© Caſe requireth. The King, as a Chriſtian Prince, 
< and bleſſed Son of the Holy Church, hath offered him- 
© ſelf as a Mediator, to treat a Peace between them, 
The French King yieldeth to treat, but will not ſtay 
© the Proſecution of the War. The Bretons, that deſire 
© Peace moft, hearken to it leaſt; not upon Conh- 
© dence or Stiffneſs, but upon Diſtruſt of true Meaning, 
© ſeeing the War goes on. So as the King, after as 
© much Pains and Care to effect a Peace, as ever he took 
© in any Buſineſs, not being able to remove the Proſe- 
© cution on the one Side, nor the Diſtruſt on the other, 
© cauſed by that Proſecution, hath let fall the Treaty; 
© not repenting of it, but deſpairing of it now, as not 
© likely to ſucceed. Therefore, by this Narrative, you 
* now underſtand the State of the Queſtion, whereupon 
© the King prayeth your Advice, which is no other, but, 
Whether he ſhall enter into an auxiliary and defenſive 
War for the Bretons againſt France? 

And, for the better to open your Underſtandings in 
© this Affair, the King hath commanded me to ſay ſome- 
© what to you from him, of the Perfons that do intervene 
in this Buſineſs; and ſomewhat of the Conſequence 
thereof, as it hath Relation to this Kingdom; and 
s ſomewhat of the Example of it in general; making, 

e neverthelcl3, 
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© untill his Grace hath received your faithful and politic 
© Advices, 

« Firſt, for the King our Sovereign himſelf, who is 
© the principal Perſon you are to eye in this Buſineſs ; 
© his Grace doth profeſs that he truly and conſtantly de- 
© fireth to reign in Peace: But his Grace faith he will 
© neither buy Peace with Diſhonour, nor take it up at 
© Intereſt of Danger to enſue ; but ſhall think it a good 
Change, if it pleaſed God to change the inward Trou- 
© bles and Seditions wherewith he hath been hitherto 
© exerciſed, into an honourable foreign War. And, for 
© the other two Perſons in this Action, the French King 
© and the Duke of Bretagne, his Grace doth declare unto 
© you, that they be the Men unto whom he is, of all 
© other Friends and Allies, moſt bounden ; the one ha- 
© ving held over him his Hand of Protection from the 
Tyrant, the ether having reached forth unto him his 
© Hand of Help, for the Recovery of his Kingdom; fo 
that his Affection toward them, in his natural Perſon, 
© is upon equal Terms. And whereas you may have 
© heard that his Grace was enforced to fly out of Bretagne 
into France for Doubts of being betrayed ; his Grace 
would not in any Sort have that reflect upon the Duke 
© of Bretagne, in Defacement of his former Benefits, for 
*that he is thoroughly informed that it was but the 
Practice of ſome corrupt Perſons about him, during the 
© Time of his Sickneſs, altogether without his Conſent 
© or Privity. | 

But howſoever theſe Things do intereſt his Grace 
ein his Particular, yet he knoweth well that the higher 


Bond that tieth him to procure, by all Means, the 


* dafety and Welfare of his loving Subjects, doth diſ- 
* intereſt him of theſe Obligations of Gratitude, other- 
* wife than thus; that if his Grace be forced to make 
*a War, he do it without Paſſion or Ambition. 

For the Conſequence of this Action towards this 
Kingdom, it is as much as the French King's Intention 
*is: For if it be no more but to range his Subjects to 
* Reaſon, who bear themſelves ſtout upon the Strength 
* of the Duke of Bretagne, it is nothing to us : But if 
*it be in the French King's Purpoſe, (or if it ſhould not 
be in his Purpoſe, yet if it ſhall follow all one as if ir 

* were 
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King Hewy VII, © were ſought) that the French King ſhall make a Pro- 


[ 416 ] 


Example very dangerous and univerſal, that the leſſet 


© vince of Bretagne, and join it to the Crown of France; 


© then it is worthy the Conſideration, how this may 
© import England, as well in the Increaſement of the 
© Greatneſs of France, by the Addition of ſuch a Coun- 
© try, that ſtretcheth his Boughs unto our Seas, as in 
< depriving this Nation, and leaving it fo naked of ſo 
© firm and aſſured Confederates as the Bretons have 
©* always been 2. For then it will come to paſs, that 
* whereas, not long ſince, this Realm was mighty upon 
© the Continent; firſt in Territory, and after in Alliance, 


© in reſpect of Burgundy and Bretagne, which were Con- 


© federates indeed, but dependent Confederates ; now 
© the one being already caſt, partly into the Greatneſs 
© of France, and partly into that of Auſtria, the other is 
© like wholly to be caſt into the Greatneſs of France; 
© and this Iſland ſhall remain confined, in Effect, within c 
© the Salt- Waters, and girt about with *he Coaſt Coun- MW « 
c tries of two mighty Monarchs. | c 

For the Example, it reſted likewiſe upon the ſame MW « 
© Queſtion, upon the French King's Intent; for if Bre- 
© tagne be carried and ſwallowed up by France, as the 
© World abroad (apt to impute and conſtrue the Actions 
© of Princes to Ambition) conceive it will, then it is an 


© Neighbour's Eftate ſhould be devoured by the greater: 
For this may be the Caſe of Scotland towards England; 
© of Portugal towards Spain; of the ſmaller Eſtates of 
Italy towards the greater; and ſo of Germany; or asif MW © n 
* ſome of you of the Commons might not live and dwell in 


_ © ſafely beſides ſome of theſe great Lords. And the IM © th 


« bringing in of this Example will be chiefly laid to the IM © is, 
King's Charge, as to him that was moſt intereſted and Wi © By 
* moſt able to forbid it. But then, on the other Side, an 
© there is ſo fair a Pretext on the French King's Part, un 
(and yet Pretext is never wanting to Power) in regard 

© the Danger, imminent to his own Eſtate, is ſuch, 2 WM * ot} 
may make this Enterprize ſeem rather a Work of Ne- WM * the 

© ceflity than of Ambition, as doth in Reaſon correct the ¶ © be. 

* Danger of the Example; for that the Example of that i bot 

| 6 which , pre. 


It appears by this how much the growing Greatneſs of France vu you 
dreaded in thoſe Days; and how much more it is to be feared by England.. a 
when both theſe Maritime Dukedoms, of Burgundy and Bretagiit, halt 
been long ſince annexed to that Crown. | 
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£ which is done in a Man's own Defence, cannot be King Henry VIIs 
« dangerous, becauſe it is in another's Power to avoid it. : 
«© But, in all this Buſineſs, the King remits himſelf to 
© your grave and mature Advice, whereupon he pur- 
© poſeth to rely. 
For that which may concern Government at home; 
© the King hath commanded me to ſay unto you, 
That he thinketh there was never any King (for the 
| © \mall Time that he hath reign'd) had greater and juſter 
| « Cauſe, of the two contrary Paſſions of Joy and Sor- [ 417 } 
| row, than his Grace hath, Joy, in reſpect of the rare 
© and viſible Favours of Almighty God, in girding the 
© Imperial Sword upon his Side, and aſſiſting the ſame 
; © his Sword againſt all his Enemies; and likewiſe in 
$ © blefling him with ſo many good and loving Servants 
© and Subjects, which have never failed to give him faith- 
© ful Counſel, ready Obedience, and coyragious Defence. 
Sorrow, for that it hath not pleaſed Gol to ſuffer him 
© to ſheath his Sword, (as he greatly deſired, otherwiſe 
© than for Adminiſtration of Juſtice) but that he hath 
© been forced to draw it ſo oft to cut off traiterous and 
« diſloyal Subjects, whom, it ſeems, God hath left (a few 
* amongſt many good) as the Canaanites among the 
people of Iſrael, to be Thorns in their Sides, to tempt 
* and try them; tho' the End hath been always (God's 
© Name be bleſſed therefor) that the Deſtruction hath 
fallen upon their own Heads. 
© Wherefore his Grace faith, That he ſeeth that it is 
© not the Blood ſpilt in the Field that will ſave the Blood 
*in the City, nor the Marſhal's Sword that will ſet 
this Kingdom in perfect Peace ; but that the true Way 
is, to ſtop the Seeds of Sedition and Rebellion in their 
© Beginnings ; and, for that Purpoſe, to deviſe, confirm, | 
* and quicken good and wholſome Laws againſt Riots and 
* unlawful Aſſemblies of People, and all Combinations 
and Confederacies of them, by Liveries, Tokens and 
* other Badges of factious Dependence; that the Peace of 
the Land may, by theſe Ordinances, as by Bars of Iron, 
* be ſoundly bound in and ſtrengthened, and all Force 
* both in Court, Country, and private Houſes, be ſup- 
* prefled. The Care hereof, which ſo much concerneth 
* yourſelves, and which the Nature of the Times doth in- 
* ſtantly call for, his Grace commends to your r 
n 


* 
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Kiug Henry VII, And beauſe it is the King's Deſire that this Peace; 


[43] 


[49] 


- © will ſupply. God bleſs your Doings.” 


© wherein he hopeth to govern and maintain you, dg 
not bear only unto you Leaves for you to fit under the 
Shade of them in Safety, but alſo ſhould bear you Fruit 
* of Riches, Wealth, and Plenty: Therefore his Grace 
© prays you to take into Conſideration Matter of Trade, 


Das alſo the Manufactures of the Kingdom, and to 


« repreſs the baſtard and barren Employment of Mo- 
© nies, to Uſury and unlawful Exchanges, that they 


© may be (as their natural Uſe is) turned upon Com- 


< merce, and lawful and Royal Trading. And like- 
< wiſe, that our People be fet on Work in Arts and 
© Handicrafts; that the Realm may ſubſiſt more of 


out of our Treaſure, for foreign Manufactures, ſtop- 
'< ped. But you are not to reſt here only, but to pro- 
vide. further, that whatſoever Merchandize ſhall be 
brought in from beyond the Seas, may be employed 8 
upon the Commodities of this Land; whereby the MW , 
* Kingdom's Stock of Treaſure may be ſure to be kept WM ( 
© from being diminiſhed by any over-trading of the Fo- I 

re 

ly 


| 
_ © itſelf, that Idleneſs be avoided, and the draining | 
( 
f 


© reigner, | 
And, laſtly, becauſe the King is well aſſured that 
© you would not have him poor that wiſhes you rich, he WM ve 
< doubteth not but that you will have Care as weil to WM hi 
© maintain his Revenues of Cuſtoms, and all other Na- | 
© tures, as alſo to ſupply him with your loving Aids, it be 
© the Caſe ſhall ſo require. The rather, for that you Re 
© know the King is a good Huſband, and but a Steward, I j; 
jn Effect, for the Public; and that what comes from 
© you is but as Moiſture drawn from the Earth, which 
© eathers- into a Cloud, and falls back upon the Earth 
© again, And you know well how the Kingdoms about 
© you mow more and more in Greatneſs, and the Times 
are ſtirring; and therefore not fit to find the King 
© with an empty Purſe. More I have not to ſay to you; 
© and wiſh that what hath been ſaid had been better ex- 
© prefſed ; but That your Wiſdoms and good Affection 


It has been'obſerved elſewhere in theſe Inquiries, that der, 
it is no hard Matter to diſpoſe an Engliſb Parliament to * Con 


give Money for a War with France: But at this Tine, L 
| i 


— - 
2 
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it was more than ordinarily their Intereſt to it, in order King Henꝶ VII 
to prevent the Growth of the French Monarchy, and to : 
hinder them from making themſelves Maſters of the 
Ducby of Brittany; which is full of Sea-ports and Ha- 
vens, very well fituated to do much Miſchief to the 
Engliſh, either by Invaſion or Interruption of Traffic: 
Wherefore the Parliament not only adviſed the King 
to eſpouſe the Cauſe of the Duke of Bretagne, and ſend A large Supply 
him ſome ſpeedy Aid, but unanimouſly voted the King f T, War 
a large Supply for that Purpaſe *. Accordingly Robert 7 
Lord Broake was ſent over to his Aid, with a Body of 
$500 choice Men, well armed; but it all came to no- 
thing, for the Duke having loſt a Battle, and ſoon 
i aſter his Life, the Engliſb Forces were recalled, and the 
Diſtrict of Brittany was reduced under Subjection to the 
Crown of France; in which State it hath ever ſince re- 
mained. | | 
But to return to the -more private Buſineſs of this 
deſſon, in regard to the enacting of Laws for the Good 
of the Commonwealth ; for, according to the Lord- 
Chancellor's Admonition, there were many excellent 
Laws made this Parliament, and as the King himſelf bad 


— > — — 


— 


— — — 
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"at ly and judiciouſly drawn them all up under their ſe- [ 420 } 
he I veral Heads, and we cannot do better than give them in 

10 WM his own Words as follow“: | | 

La- « Firſt, the Authority of the Star- Chamber, which 4d paſſed this 
„if before ſubſiſted by the antient common Laws of the 1 
yo! WW Realm, was confirmed in certain Caſes by Act of Par- 

ard, WF liament. This Court is one of the ſageſt and nobleſt 


recommended to them. Lord Bacon hath very elegant- 


Inſtitutions of this Kingdom: For in the Diſtribution 


hich of Courts of Ordinary Juſtice, (beſides the High Court The Star-Cham« 


ach of Parliament) in which Diſtribution the King's Bench N 
bout holdeth the Pleas of the Crown; the Common Place, 
mes Fleas Civil; the Exchequer, Pleas concerning the q 
Ling King's Revenue; and the Chancery, the Pretorian | 
you; WF Power for mitigating the Rigour of Law, in Caſe 
ex- Vol. II. E e of 
11005 BY Authors differ much about what this Tax or Subſidy was; Polydere 

Vergil writes, That it was a Poll-Tax - Tributo in fingula Capita impoſito, 

Old Fabian, and, after him, Hall, Holling ſpead, and Stove, ſay it was 

ol © Tenth Penny on all Lands and Goods: But it was more likely the for- 

5 that wer, becauſe a Poll- Tax was always odicus to the People, and raiſed ſuob 
ent to Commotion in the collecting of it, 


Lord Bacon in Kennet, p. 594. 
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King Heng VII. of Extremity, by the Conſcience of a good Man: There 
was nevertheleſs always referved a high and prehemi- 
nent Power to the King's Council, in Cauſes that 
might, in Example or Confequence, concern the State 
of the Commonwealth ; which, if they were Criminal, 
the Council ufed to fit in the Chamber, called the Star- 
Chamber; if Civil, in the White-Chamber, or White- 
Hall : And, as the Chancery had the Pretorian Power 
for Equity, ſo the Star-Chamber had the Cenſorian 
Power for Offences, under the Degree of Capital. 
This Court of Star-Chamber is compounded of good 
Elements, for it confiſteth of four Kinds of Perſons ; 
Counſellors, Peers, Prelates, and Chief- Judges. It diſ- 
cerneth alſo principally of four Kinds of Cauſes ; Forces, 
Frauds, Crimes various of Stellionate, and the Inchoa- 
tions or middle Acts towards Crimes capital, or heinous, 
not actually committed or 8 But that which 1 
was principally aimed at by this Act was Force, and 
rhe two chief Supports of Force, Combination of Mul- 
2 and Maintenance or Headſhip of great Per- 1 

ns *. h 

{ 421 ] *From the general Peace of the a? the King's [ 
Care went on to the Peace of the King's Houſe, and the WW 

Security of his great Officers and Counſellors : But this g 

Law was ſomewhat of a ſtrange Compoſition and Tem- 2 

; per, That if any of the King's Servants, under the De- MW R 

> _ ou ree of a Lord, do conſpire the Death of any of the MW 1 

King's Council, ing's Council, or Lord of the Realm, it is made Ca- { 

pital, This Law was thought to be procured by the V 

Eord-Chancellor; who, being a ſtern and haughty Man, I th 

and finding he had ſome mortal Enemies in Court, pro- m. 

vided for his own Safety ; drowning the Envy of it in a ¶ ſuc 

general Law, by communicating the Privilege with all W in 

other Counſellors and Peers, and yet not daring to ex- Ki 

tend it further than to the King's Servants in Check- WW C: 


= Roll, left it ſhould have been too harſh to the Gentle- Ind 
men, and other Commons of the Kingdom, who = the 
| ave the 


t It is to be obſerved that, not withſtending Lord Bacon's high Charactet 
of this new Court of Juſtice, yet it was looked upon, in a ſucceeding Reign, 
44 no better than an Act of great Tyranny ; though begun by a King 4: 
Fafts, and confirmed by a Parliament. This Court confifted of Counle- 
lors, Peers, Prefates, and Chief. Judyes ; it took Cognizance of Forces, 
Frauds, Advances towards heinous and cayital Crimes, not actually com 
mitted. 
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the Laws of England invaded, if the Will, in any Cafe of 
Felony, ſhould be made the Deed. And yet the Rea · 
ſon which the Ad yieldeth (that is to ſay, That he that 
conſpireth the Death of Counſellors may be thought in- 
directly, and by a Means, to confpire the Death of the 
King himſelf) is indifferent to all Subjects, as well as 
to Servants in Coutt, However it ſeems this ſuſſiced to 
ſerve the Lord-Chancellor's Turn at this Time; but 
yet he lived to nerd a general Law, for that he grew 
afterwards as odious to the Country, as he was then ta 
the Court. 

From the Peace of the King's Houſe, the King's Care 
extended to the Peace of private Houſes and Families ; 
for there was an excellent moral Law moulded thus: 
The taking and carrying away Women forcibly, and 
againſt their Will, (except Female Wards and bond Wo- 
men) was made Capital. The Parliament wiſely and 
juſtly conceiving, that the obtaining of Women by Peres 
into Poſſeſſion (howſoever afterwards Aﬀent might fol- 
low by Allurements) was but a Rape drawn forth in 


Length, becauſe the firſt Force drew on all the reſt. 


There was made alſo another Law for Peace in ge- 
neral, and repreſſing of Murders and Man-Slaughters, 
and was an Amendment of the Common Laws of the 
Realm, being this: That whereas, by the Common 
Law, the King's Suit, in Caſe of Homicide, did expect 
the Year and the Day allowed to the Party's Suit by 
Way of Appeal ; and that it was found, by Experience; 
that the Party was many Times compounded with, and 
many Times wearied with the Suit, fo that in the End 
ſuch Suit was let fall, and by that Time the Matter was 
in a Manner forgotten, and thereby Profecution, at the 
King's Suit by Indictment, (which is ever beſt, fagrante 
Crimine ) neglected; it was ordained, That the Suit by 
Indictmen might be taken as well at any Time within 
the Year and the Day, as after, not prejudicing nevet- 
theleſs the Parties” Suit. 


© The King began alſo then, as well in Wiſdom as in Su. of 
ergy, 


Juſtice, to pare a lirtle the Privilege of the Clergy, ot- 
dining, That Clerks convicted ſhould be burnt in the 
Hand, both becauſe they eight taſte of ſome corporal 
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King Hany VII. Puniſhment, and that they might carry a Brand of In- 


Riots, 
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1 
An Inſurrection the Biſhoprick of Dur bam, the Inhabitants began to mu- ® 
in the North, c 


famy. But, for this good Act's Sake, the King himſelf 
was after branded by. Perhin's Proclamation, for an exe- 
crable Breaker of the Rites of Holy Church. 

© Another Law was made for the better Peace of the 
Country; by which Law the King's Officers and Far. 
mers were to forfeit their Places and Holds, -in caſe of 
unlawful Retainer, or partaking in Riots and unlawful 
Aſſemblies. * 

Theſe were the Laws that were made for repreſſing 
of Force, which thoſe Times did chiefly require; and 
were ſo prudently framed, as they are found fit for all 
ſucceeding Times, and ſo continue to this Day. 

© There was alſo made good and politic Laws in that 
Parliament againſt Uſury, which is the Baſtard Uſe of 
Money ; and againſt unlawful Chievances and Exchan- 
ges, which is Baſtard Uſury ; and alſo for the Security 
of the King's Cuſtoms, and for the Employment of the 
Procedures of Foreign Commodities, brought in by 
Merchant-Strangers, upon the Native Commodities of 
the Realm; together with ſome other Laws of leſs Im- 
portance.* x 


| 

| ( 

But, notwithſtanding thoſe good and ſalutary Laws 
a 


were, by the Three Eſtates, enacted, yet the People 


were ſo far from being well reconciled to the Govern- 
ment, that they ſeemed to watch all Opportunities to te- I 
bel againſt it. Accordingly, when the King's Com- 0 
miſſioners came down to levy the Subſidy in York/htre and 


tiny; ſaying openly, That they had lately endured 3 
thouſand Injuries, and that they neither could nor would I R 
pay the Tax demanded. This was their Pretence ; but W 2 
Lord Bacon obſerves that the Refuſal did not proceed 
from any preſent Neceſſity, but from the old Humour 
of thoſe Countries, where the Memory of King Richard 
was ſo ſtrong, that, like Lees, it lay in the Bottom of 
Men's Hearts; and if the Veſſel was but ſtirred, it would 
come up. The Commiſſioners, being ſomewhat aſto- 
niſhed, referred the Matter to the Earl of Northumber- 
land, who was the principal Man for Authority in D 

| _ PFatrts, 
| t Lord Bacon, p. 595,—Hal/'s Chronicle, Henry VII. Fol, xvi, 


* 


Grdfion, p. 807, Sc. 
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Parts. 
and ſignified in plain Terms how boiſterous theſe Nor- 
thern People were, and deſired the King's Directions 
about the Affair. Henry being, as the Saying is, as ſtiff 
as they were ſturdy, ſent back a peremptory Anſwer, 
That he would not abate one Penny of a Subſidy which 
had been granted him by Parliament, becauſe it might en- 
courage other Counties to expect the like Releaſe, or Mi- 
tigation ; but, chiefly, becauſe he would never ſuffer that 
the baſe Multitude ſhould fruſtrate the Authority of Par- 
liament, wherein their Votes and Conſents were included. 

Upon this Diſpatch from Court, the Earl aſſembled 
the principal Juſtices and Freeholders of the County, 


and delivered the King's Mind to them in the very ſame 


imperious Language it was ſent ; which ſhould not have 
been ſo, but that, as Lord Bacon obſerves, this harſh 
Buſineſs was unfortunately fallen into the Hands of a 
hatſn Man. In ſhort, it proved fatal to himſelf ; for 
this Meſſage did not only irritate the People greatly, but 
made them conceive that the Deliverer of it was the prin- 


cipal Contriver and Perſuader of the Council. A Mob, 


or Rabble of People, roſe inſtantly upon it, and, aſſailing 
the Duke in his Houſe at Topcliff,, in Yorkfhire, flew him 
and ſeveral of his Servants, — | 
Nor did it ſtop here; for the Rabble creating for their 
Leader one Sir John Egremond, a factious Perſon, and 
one who, for a long Time, had borne the King an Ill- 
will, being animated alſo by another Incendiary, a 
mean Fellow, called John a Chambre, who bore a prin- 
cipal Sway amongſt them, they broke out into an open 
Rebellion; and gave out, in flat Terms, that they would 
march againſt King Henry, and fight for the Mainte- 
hance of their Liberties. a 

When the King was advertiſed of this new Inſurrec- 
tion, (which; ſays the Noble Hiſtorian, was a Fever 
which almoſt took him every: Year) according to his 
Manner, he ſeemed little troubled at it, but ſent down 
the Earl of Surrey with a ſufficient Force againſt the Re- 
bels, who fought with and defeated them, taking Pri- 
loner one of their Leaders, John a Chambre ; the other, 
Sir Fohn Egremond, found Means to eſcape: into Flan- 
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ders to the Lady Margaret, Ducheſs of Burgundy, whoſe Which is ſup- 


2 


Court preſſed, 
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King R VII. Court was then an Aſylum for all the Enemies to King 


And the Chiefs 
ed. 


Anno Regni 4+ 
1459-90. 
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envy. 

Soon after this Defeat the King came down to Yor, 
where John a Chambre was executed in great State; for 
be was hanged upon a Gibbet, raiſed a Stage higher 
than a Pair of ſquare Gallows, in the Midſt of which 
it was placed; and, as a Traitor paramount, be wag 
mounted, whilſt the chief of his Accomplices were hang- 
ed on a lower Story round about him. The reſt of the 
Rebels were pardoned ; and the King baving well ſettled 
theſe Northern Commotions, return'd to Landon, leavin 
the Earl of Surrey his Lieutenant in thoſe Parts, — 
ir Richard Tunſtal for his principal Commiſſioner to 
the Subſidy; of which, adds the Noble Hiſtorian, 
he did not remit one Denier. This Inſurrection hap- 
pened in the Year 1489. | 


At the End of this fourth Year of his Reign, the Kin 
thought fit to call another Parliament, but the 4 
Time is not mentioned in Dagdals; for the Summons 
to this, and the Parliaments in the two ſucceeding 
Years, are not to be found on the Rolls". However 
the Statuto- Books ſay it began on the 13th of Januar, 
Anno Repni 4. F | 

Lord Bacon obſerves, That the King did not call this 
Parliament fo ſoon after the laſt, for any particular Oc- 
caſion of State; but becauſe the former Parliament be- 
ing ended ſamewhat too ſuddenly, in regard of the Pre- 
paratian for Brittany, be thought he had not remune- 
rated his People ſufficiently with good Laws, which 
evermore was his Retribution for Theaſure. But tho 
the Stile of our Noble Hiſtorian be ſomewhat too ſtiff 
for theſe Times, yet his Matter and Connection are ſo 


© - conlonant to this Deſign, that we ſhall make no Apo- 


W for another long Quotation from him, in his own 
ords, as follows: 
© © The King finding, by the Inſurrection in the North, 
there was Diſcontentment abroad, in reſpec of the Sub- 
ſidy, he thought it good to give bis Subjects yet farther 
Caritentment and Comfort in that Kind, Certainly his 
Times for good Commoywealth's Laws did excel; ſo 
& n 2 


u Anno 4, 5, & 6 Hen. VII. Aullæ Summonitienes rerordatæ. Duy: 
dale: Summons to Patliament. | 1 
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this Nation, after King Edward I. For his Laws (who 

ſo marks them well) are deep, and not vulgat; not 

made upon the Spur of a particular Occafion for the 

preſent, but out of Providence of the future, to make 

the Eſtate of his People ſtill more and more happy, af- 

5 the Manner of the Legiſlators in antient and heroical 
imes. 

« Firſt, therefore, he made a Law ſuitable to his own 
Acts and Times: For as himſelf had, in his Perſon and 
Marriage, made a final Concord in the great Suit and 
Title for the Crown, fo by this Law he ſettled the like 
Peace and Quiet in the private Poſſeſſions of the Subjects; 
ordaining, That Fines thenceforth ſhould be final, to 
conclude all Strangers' Rights; and that, upon Fines le- 
vied and ſolemnly proclaimed, the Subject ſhould have 
his Time of Watch for five Years after his Title accrued; 
which, if he fore-paſled, his Right ſhould be bound for 
ever after ; with ſome Exceptions, nevertheleſs, of Mi- 
nors, married Women, and ſuch incompetent Perſons. 

This Statute did, in Effect, but reftore an antient 
Statute of the Realm, which was itſelf alſo made but in 
Affirmance of the Common Law. The Alteration had 
been by a Statute, commonly called the Statute of Non- 
Claim, made in the Time of Edward III. And ſurely 
this Law was a Kind of Prognoitic of the good Peace 
which, ſince his Time, hath for the moſt Part continued 
in this Kingdom untill this Day : For Statutes of Non- 
Claim are fit for Times of War, when Mens' Heads are 
troubled, that they cannot intend their Eſtate ; but 
dtatutes that quiet Poſſeſſions are fitteſt for Times of 
Peace, to extinguiſh Suits and Contentions, which is 
one of the Banes of Peace. 
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Relating to 
Fines, 
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Another Statute was made, of ſingular Policy, for the The Soldiery. 


Population apparently, and (if it be thoroughly conſi- 
dexed) for the Soldiery and Military Forces of the Realm. 

Inlcoſures at that T ime began to be more frequent, 
whereby Arable Land, which could not be manured 
without People and Families, was turned into Paſture, 
which was eaſily rid by a few Herdſmen; and Tenancies 
for Years, Lives, and at Will, whereupon much of the 
Yeomanry lived, were turned into Demeſnes, This 
bred a Decay of People, and, by Conſequence, ä 

0 
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King Henry VII, of Towns, Churches, Tythes, and the like. The King 


Inclofares of 
Land, 
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likewiſe knew full well, and in nowiſe forgot, that there 
enſued withall, upon this, a Decay and Diminution of 
of Subſidy and Taxes; for the more Gentlemen, ever 
the lower Books of Subſidies. In remedying of this In- 
convenience the King's Wiſdom was admirable, and the 
Parliament's at that Time. Incloſures they would not 
forbid, for that had been to forbid the Improvement of 
the Patrimony of the Kingdom; nor Tillage they would 
not compell, for that was to ſtrive with Nature and Uti- 
lity : But they took a Courſe to take away depopulating 
Incloſares, and depopulating Paſturage, and yet not by 
that Namę, or by any imperious expreſs Prohibition; but 
by Conſequence. The Ordinance was, That all Houſcs 
of Huſbandry, that were uſed with 20 Acres of Ground 
and upwards, ſhould be maintained and kept up for ever; 
together with a competent Proportion of Land to be uſed 
and occupied with them, and in nowiſe to be ſever'd from 
them; as by another Statute, made afterwards in his 
Succeſſor's Time, was more fully declared. This, upon 
Forfeiture, to be taken, not by way of popular Action, 
but by Seizure of the Land itſelf, by the King and Lords 
of the Fee, as to Half the Profits, till the Houſes and 
Lands were reſtored. By this Means the Houſes being 
kept up, did of Neceffity inforce a Dweller ; and the 
Proportion of Land for ” Pare being kept up, did 
of Neceſſity force that Dweller not to be a Beggar or 
Cottager, but a Man of ſome Subſtance, that might keep 
Hinds and Servants, and ſet the Plough on going. This 
did wonderfully concern the Might and Manhood of 
the Kingdom, to have Fermes, as it were, of a Standard 
ſufficient to maintain an able Body out of Penury ; and 
did, in Effect, amortize a great Part of the Lands of the 
Kingdom unto the Hold and Occupation of the Yeo- 
manry, or middle People, of a Condition between Gen- 
tlemen and Cottagers or Peaſants. Now, how much 
this did advance the Military Power of the Kingdom, 1s 
apparent by the true Principles of War, and the Ex- 
amples of other Kingdoms; for it hath been held by 
the general Opinion of Men of beſt Judgment in the 
Wars, (howſoever ſome have varied, and that it may 

eceive ſome Diſtinction of Caſe) that the principal 
3 of an Army conſiſteth in the Infantry or F * 

n 
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And to make good Infantry, it requireth Men bred, not King Henry VII; 


in a ſervile or indigent Faſhion, but in ſome free and 
plentiful Manner ; Therefore, if a State run moſt to 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, and that the Huſband-Men 
and Plough-Men be but as their Work-Folks and La- 
bourers, or elſe meer Cottagers, {which are but Houſe- 
Beggars) you may have a good Cavalry, but never good 
ſtable Bands of Foot ; like to Coppice-Woods, that if 
you leave in them Staddles too thick, they will run to 
Buſhes and Briars, and have little clean Under-W ood. 
And this is to be ſeen in France and Itah, and ſome 
other Parts abroad; where, in Effect, all is Nobleſſe or 
Peaſantry. I ſpeak of People out of Towns, and no 
middle People ; and therefore no good Forces of Foot : 
Inſomuch as they are inforced to employ mercenary 
Bands of Sw:tzers, and the like, for their Battalions of 
Foot: Whereby alſo it came to paſs, that thoſe Nations 
have much People, but few Soldiers. Whereas the 
King ſaw that, contrariwiſe, it would follow, that Eng- 
gland, though much lefs in Territory, yet ſhould have 
infinitely more Soldiers of their native Forces, than 
thoſe other Nations have. Thus did the King ſecretly 
ſow Hydra's Teeth, wherefrom (according to the Poet's 


Fiction) ſhould rife up armed Men for the Service of 
the Kingom. 
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* The King alſo, (having Care to make his Realm The wine 
potent, as well by Sea as by Land) for the better Main- Trade, 


tenance of the Navy, ordained, That Wines and Woads, 
from the Parts of Gaſcoigny and Languedoc, ſhould not 
be brought but in Engliſh Bottoms; bowing the antient 
Policy of this Eſtate, from Conſweration of Plenty to 
Conſideration of: Power. For that almoſt all the antient 
Statutes incite by all Means Merchant-Strangers to 
bring in all Sorts of Commodities ; having for End 
Cheapneſs, and not looking to the Point of State con- 
cerning the Naval Power. 

The King alſo made a Statute in that Parliament 


Monitory and Minatory, towards Juſtices of Peace, Juſtices of Peace, 


that they ſhould duly execute their Office; inviting Com- 
plaints againſt them, firſt to their Feliow- Juſtices, then 
to the Juſtices of Aſſize, then to the King or Chancel- 
lor; and that a Proclamation, which he had publiſhed 
of that Tenor, ſhould be read in open Seſſions four 
Times 
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King Henry VH. Times a Year, to keep them awake: Meaning alſo to 

bave his Laws executed, and thereby to reap either 
[ 430 ] Obedience or Forfeitures, (wherein towards his latter 

Times he did decline too much to the Left Hand) he 
did ordain Remedy againſt the Practice that was grown 

Penal Laws, in Uſe, to ſtop and damp Informations upon Penal Laws, 
by procuring Informations by Colluſion to be put in by 
the Confederates of the Delinquents, to be faintly proſe- 
cuted, and let fall at Pleaſure, and pleading them in bar 
of the Informations which were proſecuted with Effect. 

Coinags, © He made alſo Laws for the Correction of the Mint 
and counterfeiting of foreign Coin current: And that 
no Payment in Gold ſhould be made to any Merchant- 
Stranger, the better to keep Treature within the Realm; 
for that Gold was the Metal that lay in leaſt Room. 

Woollen Manu. He made alſo Statutes for the Maintenance of Dra- 

dure, pery, and the keeping of Woolls within g calm; and 
nat only ſo, but for ſtinting and limiting e Prices of 
Cloth; one for the finer, and another for the coarter 
Sort. Which I note, both becauſe it was a rare (ing 
to ſet Prices by Statute, eſpecially upon our Home- 
Commodities; and becauſe of the wiſe Madel of the 
AQ, not preſcribing Prices, but ſtinting them not to 
exceed a Rate, that the Clothier might drape accord- 
ingly as he might afford. 

Divers other good Statutes were made that Parlia- 
ment; but theſe were the Principal. And here I do de- 
fire thoſe, into whoſe Hands this Work ſhall fall, that 
they do take in good Part my long inſiſting upon the 
Laws that were made in this King's Reign; whereof J 
have theſe Reaſons : Both becauſe it was the prehemi- 
nent Virtue and Merit of this King, to whoſe Memory 
I do Honour ; and becauſe it hath ſome Correſpondence 
to my Perſon ; but chiefly, becauſe (in my Judgment) 
it is ſome Defect even in the beſt Writers of Hiſtory, 
that they do not often enough ſummarily deliver and {et 
down the moſt memorable Laws that paſſed in the 

{ 431 ] Times whereof they write, being indeed the principal 
Acts of Peace: For tho' they may be had in original 
Books of Law themſelves ; yet that inſormeth not the 
Judgment of Kings and Counſellors, and Perſons of 
Eſtate, ſo well as to ſee them deſcribed, and entered in 


the Table and Pourtrajt of the Times,” 
Monl, 
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Monſ. Rapin takes no Manner of Notice of this Par- King Henry VIE 
liament. His Annotator hath given us the Heads of ſome 
more Statutes made in it; but there were ſtill others, in 
Reference to the Church, which are not taken Notice 
of by Lord Bacon; but are what we think proper juſt to 
mention. 
Firſt, An Act was paſſed, That all Letters Patent Religious Houſes 
c — to any Religious Houſes, for diſcharging them 
from the Payment of Tythes, ſhould be void and of 
* no Effect. 
Next, © Becauſe People were emboldened by the Be- Nurder and 
* nefit of the Clergy, to commit Murder, Robbery, &c. Robbery. 
* To prevent this Inconvenience, this Privilege is re- 
5 ſtrained to the firſt Offence, and new Penalties en- 
* ated againſt Offenders in ſuch Caſes x. | 


We have now a Gap of Time for three Years before 
we meet with an Account of another Parliament ; in 
which Interval, the Exigencies of State had rendered it 
abſolutely neceſſary to have a Quarrel with France. 
We ſhall paſs over ſome Altercations, in the Noble 
Hiſtorian, between Henry and the French King, tend- 
ing more towards ſhewing a deeper Reach in Politics, 
than any real Deſign to enter into an actual War with 
each other. A mare particular Account of which will be 
as well ſeen in the Proceedings of the next Parliament; Anne Regni 7. 
which the King found himlelt obliged to call by Writs, 1492- 
bearing Date at Veſiminſter, Auguſt 12, to meet at the a; Wfminſtr, 
canis on the 17th of Oclober following. 
The firſt Writ to the Peers is directed to his moſt [ 432 ] 
dear firft-born Son Arthur, Prince of Wales, Ce. a 
Child then about two Years of Age J. 
At the Time appointed, being all aſſembled as uſual, 
the King himſelf ſpoke to them, from the Throne, in 
theſe Words : 


My Lords, and you the Commons, 


"AEN I „ to make a War in Brittany by my The King's 
Lieutenant, I made Declaration thereof to you by Speech at open, 
my Chancellor; but now that I mean to make a War upon” n 
France in Perſon, I will declare it to you myſelf. _ 
ar 


* Statutes 4 Henry VII. cap. v. xiii, Collier's Fecleſ, Hiſt. p. 703. 
I Dugdale's Summons, Anno 7 Henry VII. p. 480. N 
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King Henry VII. Mar was to defend another Man's Right, but This þ 40 
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recover our own; and That ended by Accident, but we hope 
This ſhall end in Victory Sy | 

The French King troubles the Chriflian World. That 
which he hath tis not his own, and yet he ſeeketh more, 


Je hath inveſted himſelf of Brittany. Hie maintaineth 


the Rebels in Flanders, and he threateneth Italy. For 
ourſelves, be hath proceeded from Diſſimulation to Neglect, 
and from Negledt to Contumely. He hath aſſailed our 
Canfederates ; he denieth our Tribute. In a Word, he 
ſeels War; fo did not his Father, but fought Peace at 


our Hands; and fo perbaps will he, when good Counſel, 


or Time, ſhall make him ſee as much as his Father did. 
Mean while, let us make his Ambition our Advantage; 
and let us not ſiand upon a few Crowns * Tribute or 
Acknowledgement, but (by the Fauaur of Almighty God) 
try our Right for the Crown of France wid ; remem- 
Bering that there hath been a French King Priſoner in 
England, and à King of England crowned in France. 
Our Confederates are not diminiſhed. Burgundy is in a 
mightier Hand than ever, and never more provoked. Brit- 
tany cannot belp us, but it may hurt them, New Ac- 
gueſts are more Burden than Strength. The Malecontents 
of his own Kingdem have not been baſe, popular, nor 
titulary Impoſtors; but of an higher Nature. The King 
of Spain (doubt ye not) will join with us, not knowing 
where the French King's Ambition will lay, Our Holy 


| Father the Pope likes no Tramontanes in Italy. But how- 


foever it be, this Matter of Confederates is rather to be 
thought on than reckoned on; for God forbid but Eng- 
land ſhould be able to get Reaſon of France without a 

Second. : 
At the Battles of Creſſy, PoiQtiers, Agincourt, we 
were of ourſelves. France hath much People and few 
idiers. They have no flable Bands of Foot. Some good 
Horſe they have; but theſe are Ferces-which are lea fit 
for a defenſiue War, where the {tions are in the Aſſail- 
ants* Choice. It was our Diſcord: only that lat France 
and (by the Power of God) it is the geo Peace which we 
now enjoy, that will recover it, God Heth hitherto bleſſed 
my Sword, I have, in this Time that ] have reigned, 
weeded out my bad Subjects and tried my god. My People 
gud I know one another, which breeds Confidence, And 
ö 
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F there ſhould be any bad Blood left in the Kingdom, an King Henry Vile 


onourable foreign War will vent it, or purify it. In 
this great Buſineſs let me have your Advice and Aid. If 
any of you were to make his Son Knight, you might have 
Aid of your Tenants by Law. This concerns the Knight- 
haod and Spurs of the Kingdom, whereof I am Father; 
and bound not only to ſeek to maintain it, but to advance 
it. But for Matter of Treaſure, let it not be taken from 
the poorer Sort; but from thoſe to whom the Benefit of 
the War may redound. France is no Wilderneſs ; and J, 
that profeſs good Huſbandry, hope to make the War, after 
the Beginnings, to pay itſelf. Go together in God's Name, 
and 2 no Time; for 1 have called this Parliament wholly 
for this Cauſe. 


Lord Bacon obſerves, *. That the Parliament took 
Fire immediately at this Speech, being ever affectionate 
toa War with France; but at this Time the more ſo, 
in order to repair the Diſhonour they thought the King 
had ſuſtained by the Loſs of Brittany. 


[ 434 ] 


Therefore they adviſed the King, with great Ala- A war with 
crity, to undertake the War of France. And although France reſolved 
the Parliament conſiſted of the Firſt and Second Nobi- on. 


lity, together with the principal Citizens and Towns- 
men, yet worthily and juſtly reſpecting more the People, 
whoſe Deputies they were, than their own private Per- 
ſons ; and finding, by the Lord- Chancellor's Speech, the 
King's Inclination that Way, they conſented that Com- 
miſſioners ſhould go forth, for the gathering and levy- 
ing of a Beneuolence from the more able Sort. This 


Tax, called Benevolence, was deviſed by Edward IV. A Provence 


for which he ſuſtained much Envy. It was aboliſhed 
by Richard III. by AR of Parliament, to ingratiate 
himſelf with the People ; and it was now revived by 
this King, but with Conſent of Parliament; for ſo it 
was not in the Time of King Edward IV.. But by 
this Way he raiſed exceeding great Sums ; inſomuch as 
the City of London, in thoſe Days, contributed gooo /. 
and better, and that chiefly levied. upon the wealthier 
Sort, There is a Tradition of a Dilemma that Biſhop 
Morton, the Chancellor, uſed to raiſe up the Benevo- 
lence to higher Rates; ſome called it his Fork, and 
ſome his Cratch ; for he had couched an Article in the 

1 MD Inſtructions 


granted by Par- 
liament. 
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Kiag A Vn. Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners, who were to levy the 


( 435 J 


Benevolence, That, if they met with any that were 
ſparing, they ſhould tell them that they muſt needs have, 
becaule they laid up; and, if they were Spenders, they 
muſt needs have, becauſe it was feen in their Port and 
Manner of living. So neither Kind came amiſs. 

© This Parliament was merely a Parliament of War; 
for it was in Subſtance but a Declaration of War againſt 
France and Scotland, with forme Statutes conducin 
thereunto ; as the ſevere puniſhing of Mortpays, an 
keeping back of Soldiers Wages by Captains; the like 
Severity for the Departure of Soldiers without Licence; 
ſtrengthening of the Common Law in Favout of Protec- 
tions, for thoſe that were in the King's Service ; and the 
ſetting the Gate open and wide for Men to ſell or mort- 
gage their Lands without Fines for Alienation, to furniſh 
themſelves with Money for the War; and, laftly, the 
avoiding of all Scotſmen out of England. There was 
alſo 12 ſor the diſperſing of the Standard of the 
Exchequer throughout England, thereby to fize Weights 
and Meaſures, and two or three more of Jefs Import- 
ance.” * £: 
Old Fabian, an Hiſtorian in theſe very Times, men- 
tions the Sum which the City of London was obliged to 
pay to this Benevolence, more particularly than Lord 


Bacon. He ſays, That this Year, 1492, a great Bene- 


volence was granted the King for his Journey into France; 
towards which the Company of Drapers gave more than 
any other Fellowſhip in the City. Every Alderman then 
in Being, nolente volente, paid 200 J. over and above the 
Sum that was given from the Chamber of London, which 
amounted to 9682 /. 17 s. 44. A mighty Sum in thoſe 
Days, when, the fame Author tells us, that a Buſhel 
of Wheat was ſold this very Year fot 224. but two 
Years after for 6 4*.” Other Chronicles tell us, That 
the King was willing to eaſe his lower Kind of Subjects 
from Taxations, knowing very well the Difficulty of 
raiſing the laſt, and therefore fell upon this Way of a 
Benevolence from the richer Sort: But publiſhed at the 
fame Time, That he ſhould meaſure the Depth of 
each Man's Affection to him by the Largeneſs or Small- 
neſs of the Gift. This Way of gathering Money, as 
| | | obſerved 

n Fabian's Chron, An, 1492. 
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obſerved above, was firſt invented by King Edward IV. King Henry Vll. 
but condemned in Parliament in the firſt of Richard III. [ 436 ] 
however, Henry thought fit to revive it, with the Con- : 
ſent of this Parliament, and great Sums of Money were 
collected by theſe Means, though not without ſome 
Grudges from the Donors. 
 Hoall* makes a very pertinent Remark upon the Oc- 
caſion : By this, ſays he, a Man may perceive that 
what is once practiſed for the Utility of a Prince, and 
brought to a — aa by Matter of Record, may be 
turned to the great Prejudice of the People, if Rulers, 
in Authority, will ſo adjudge and determine it.” 

Mighty Preparations and Levies were now made for 
the French War, and the King actually embarked with The King lands 
them at Sandwich, Ofober 6, and the ſame Day he f _— — 
landed at Calais. Afterwards Henry beſieged Boulogne pc 
in Form; but there he received ſuch Overtures of a 
Peace from the French King, as were very acceptable 
to him ; and Money, the Idol which Henry always wor- 
ſhipped, ſoon brought it to a Concluſion. In ſhort, the 
Price of a Peace was ſtated on one Side, and agreed to 
on the other, by which Henry filled his Coffers ; but it 
was by the emptying of a great many of the Purſes of 
the Nobility and principal Perſons in the Army, who 
had many of them ſold or engaged their Eftates upon 
the Hopes of this War.*. Theſe ſtuck not to ſay, 
© That the King had made good what he had ſaid in 
Parliament, That, after the Mar was once begun, he 
doubted not but to make it pay itſelf ; and he had kept his 
Promiſe accordingly.” | 

But though the Act for enabling Perſons to fel] or 
mortgage their Eftates proved fo pernicious to the No- 
bility at that Time, and their Poſterity after them, yet 
it has proved of infinite Service to the Commons of Eng- 
land ; who, by theſe Means, have purchaſed, and do now 
enjoy, many Eftates which antiently belonged to the 
chief Nobility of the Kingdom. And, by thus weaken- 
ing their Powers, Vaſſalage was taken off, and Henry's 
— which chiefly lay in the People, greatly ſtrength- 
ened. 


437 ] 


Soon 
d Chron, Fol. 22. 
© Henry received from the French King, in ready Money, 745,000 Du- 
cats, which amounts to 186,250 J. Engliſh ; and a Penſicn, or Tributs, 
of 25,000 Crowns yearly, F. Speed, p. 737+ 
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King Henry VII, Soon after the King's Return from his extraordinary 


Anno Regni 11, 


1497- 


Winter Campaign into France, another Conſpiracy 
broke out againſt him; which had like to have proved 
of worſe Conſequence than any that hitherto happened, 
Margaret, Ducheſs of Burgundy, Siſter to Edward IV. 
was a Princeſs that watched all Opportunities to diſturb 
Henry's Repoſe, and had now ſpirited up one Perkin 


Warbeck, a bold and comely Youth, to perſonate Rich- 


ard Duke of York, ſaid to have been murdered with his 
Brother in the Tower. To the Noble Hiſtorian, and 
the more general Hiftories, we muſt refer our Readers 
for the Particulars of this Aﬀair ; which continued in 
Agitation ſome Years before it was entirely quelled d. 
In the Midſt of theſe Commotions, Henry thought 
fit to call another Parliament ; the Writs of Summons 
bearing Date at /Veftminflter, September 15, for a Par- 
liament to meet at the ſame Place on the 14th of O4#9- 


At Wefminfer. ber following; which is ſcarce a Month's Notice ©. 


It were to be wiſhed that the Noble Hiſtorian would 
have introduced this Parliament with the ſame Solem- 
nity as he did the laſt, with a Speech from the Throne, 


L 438 ] Sc. However, what he does ſay relating to the Pro- 


Ads paſſed. 


ceedings, ſince he is our principal Guide, take in his 
own Phraſe and Manner as follows : 

This Year alto the King called his Parliament; 
where many Laws were made, of a more private and 
vulgar Nature than ought to detain the Reader of an 
Hiſtory. And it may be juſtly ſuſpected, by the Pro- 
ceedings following, that as the King did excel in good 
Commonwealth Laws, ſo nevertheleſs he had, in ſecret, 
a Deſign to make uſe of them, as well for collecting of 
Treaſure, as for correcting of Manners ; and fo, mean- 

| . 8 ing 

c In the Year 1496, King Henry granted Licence to one Jobn Cabot, a 
Citizen of Venice, and his three Sons, Leit, Sebaſtian, and Sancho, with 
five Ships, Mc. to ſail to the Ve - Indier, and make Diſcoveries of Lancs 
and Countries, as the Record ſays; Que Chriftiants omnibus ante bac Tem- 
fora fuerunt incegnitæ. The King was to have one Fifth of the Money 
and Merchandizes they gained by this Voyage. Fed. Ang. Tom. XII. 
5. 597. | _ 

e Dugdale's Summons, Anno 11 Henry VII. p. 481. There is a very 
great Miſtake in Xennet s Marginal Dates of Years, in his Edition, Lord 
Bacon ſays expreſly, That this Parliament was called in the eleventh Year 
of this King, which was Anne 1497; the Notes, all along, make it on- 
Jy 1495 and 1496, p. 612, Sc. M. Rapin has fallen into the ſame Errot. 
Fabizn mentions a Parliament held at Weſtminſter, in the Yea! 1494» 
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ing thereby to harrow his People, did accumulate them King I VII, 


the rather, | 
* The principal Law that was made this Parliament, 
was a Law of a ſtrange Nature ; rather juſt than legal, 
and more magnanimous than provident. This Law did 
ordain, That no Perſon that did aſſiſt in Arms, or other- 
wiſe, the King for the Time being, ſhould afterward be 
impeached therefor, or attainted, either by the Courſe 
of the Law, or by Act of Parliament: But, if any ſuch 
Act of Attainder did happen to be made, it ſhould be 
void, and of none Effect ; for that it was agreeable to 
Reaſon of Eitate that the Subject ſhould not inquire of the 
Juſtneſs of the King's Title or Quarrel, and it was agree- 
able to good Conſcience, that, whatſoever the Fortune of 
the War was, the Subject ſhould not ſuffer for his Obe- 
dience. The Spirit of this Law was wonderfully pious 
and noble; being like, in Matter of War, unto the Spirit 
of David in Matter of Plague, who ſaid, V have ſin- 
ned, flrike me; but what have theſe Sheep done? Nei- 
ther wanted this Law Parts of prudent and deep Fore- 
ſight ; for it did the better take away Occaſion for the 
People to buſy themſelves to pry into the King's Title; 
for that howſoever it fell, their Safety was already pro- 
vided for. Beſides, it could not but greatly draw unto 
him the Love and Hearts of the People, becauſe he 
ſeemed more careful for them than for himſelf : But 
yet, nevertheleſs, it did take off from his mm that great 


| Tic and Spur of Neceſſity, to fight and go Victors out 
of the Field; conſidering their Lives and Fortunes were 
put in Safety, and protected, whether they ſtood to it 
f or ran away. But the Force and Obligation of this 


Law was in itſelf illuſory, as to the latter Part of it, by 
a precedent Act of Parliament, to bind or fruſtrate a 


8 future. For a ſupreme and abſolute Power cannot con- 
th clude itſelf, neither can that which is in Nature revo- 
0 cable be made fixed; no more than if a Man ſhould ap- 


point or declare by his Will, that if he made any latter 
li. Will it ſhould be void. And, for the Caſe of the Act 

of Parliament, there is a notable Precedent of it in King 
er, Henry the Eighth's Time ; who, doubting he might 
1 vie in the Minority of his Son, procured an Act to paſs, 
Hat ns Statute made during the Minority of the King, 
fhruld bind him er his Succeſſers, except it were confirmed 
Vol. II. Ff by 
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Kiog Henry VII. by the King under his Great Seal, at his full Age. But 
the firſt Act that paſſed in King Edward the Sixth's 
Time, was an Act of Repeal of that former Act; at 
which Time, nevertheleſs, the King was a Minor, 
But Things that do not bind may ſatisfy for the Time. 

There was alſo made a ſhoaring or under-propping 
Act for the Benevolence, to make the Sums which any Per- 
ſon had agreed to pay, and nevertheleſs were not brought 
in, to be leviable by a Courſe of Law. Which Act did 
Not only bring in the Arrears, but did indeed counte- 
nance the whole Buſineſs, and was pretended to be made 
at the Deſire of thoſe that had been forward to payf, 
[ 449] © In this Parliament alſo was made that good Law, 
which gave the Attaint upon a falſe Verdict between 
2 Party and Party, which before was a kind of Evangile, 
irremediable. It extends not to Cauſes capita}, as well 
becauſe they are for the moſt Part at the King's Suit, 
as becauſe in them, if they be followed in Courſe of 
Indictment, there paſſeth a double Jury, the Indictors 
and the Triers; and fo not twelve Men, but four-and- 
twenty. But it ſeemeth that was not the only Reaſon ; 
for this Reaſon holdeth not in the Appeal; but the 
great Reaſon was, leſt it ſhould tend to the Diſcourage- 
ment of Jurors in Caſes of Life and Death, if they 
ſhould be ſubject to Suit and Penalty, where the Fa- 
vour of Life maketh againſt them. It extendeth not alſo 
to any Suit, where the Demand is under the Value of 
401. for that in ſuch Cafes of petty Value it would not 
quit the Charge to go about again. 
© There was another Law made againſt a Branch of 
Ingratitude in Women, who having been advanced by 
their Huſbands, or their Huſbands' Anceſtors, ſhould 
alien, and thereby ſcek to defeat the Heirs, or thoſe in 
Remainder, of the Lands whereunto they had been ſo 
advanced. The Remedy was, by giving Power to the 
next to enter for a Forfeiture. 
© There was alfo enacted that charitable Law, for 
the Admiſſion of poor Suitors in Forma Pauperis, with- 
out Fee, to Counſellor, Attorney, or Clerk; whereby 
# OO 
f This Act brought in till very large Sums to the King's bf, 
The Arrears being very conſiderable, becauſe the War with France having 
laſted not long, many Perſons had declined to pay either in full, or in 


Part. It appears by the Public As, th:t the Archbiſhop of Canticrbary 
was indebted 1500 J. Sterling, Fed. Arg. Tom, XII. p. 632. 


poor Men became rather able to vex, than unable to ſue. King Henry VII, 
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There were divers other good Laws made that Parlia- 
ment, as we ſaid before; but we till obſerve our Manner, 
in ſelecting out thoſe that are not of a vulgar Natures. 

Though, in the Acts of this Parliament, there is no [ 441 } 
Mention made of the Oppoſition then on Foot, whether 
out of Policy, or not, is uncertain; or whether the 
King thought it below him then to trouble the Houſes 
about it; yet it is certain that, ſtout and wiſe as he 
was, he was not without his Apprehenſions. The Im- 
poſtor had prevailed upon the King of Scots to eſpouſe 
his Quarrel, who actually invaded England the next anno Regni 12. 
Year; and Henry found himſelf obliged, at laſt, to lay 1498. 
the Affair before a Parliament, which was ſummoned 
to meet at /Ye/iminfler, on January 16, in the twelfth 
Year of his Reign. 

Lord Bacon = © That the Winter following the 
King called his Parliament ; where, in a Speech from 
the Throne, he did much exaggerate both the Malice 
and the cruel predatory War lately made by the King 
of Scotland : That this King being in Amity with him, 
* and no ways provoked, ſhould ſo burn in Hatred to- The King lod 
© wards him, as to drink of the Lees and Dregs of Per- before the Par- 
© kin's Intoxication, who was every where elſe detected lament the Im- 
and diſcarded, And that when he perceived it was 1 W 
out of his Reach to do the King any Hurt, he had ; 
turned his Arms upon unarmed and unprovided People, 
© to ſpoil only and depopulate, contrary to the Laws 
© both of War and Peace: Concluding, That he could 
© neither with Honour, nor with the Safety of his People, 
© to whom he did owe Protection, let paſs theſe Wrongs 
unrevenged.“ The Parliament underſtood him well, | 
and gave him a Subſidy, limited to the Sum of 120,000 J. A Subſiay grant- 
beſides two Fiſteenths; for his Wars were always to © 
him as a Mine of Freaſure, of a ſtrange Kind of Ore, 

Iron at the Top, and Gold and Silver at the Bottom. 
At this Parliament (for that there had been ſo much 
Time ſpent in making Laws the Year before, and for 
that it was called purpoſely in reſpect of the Scots War) 
there were no Laws made to be remembered. Only [ 442 1 
there pailed a Law, at the Suit of the Merchant- Adven- 
turers of England, againſt the Merchant- Adventurers of 
1 London, 


7 See Statules a! large, Anno Regui Henry VII. andecimo. 


At Weſtminſter, 
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ut Hg VII. London, for monopolizing and exacting upon the Trade; 


which it ſeemeth they did, a little to ſave themſelves, 
after the hard Time they had ſuſtained by Want of 
Trade. But thoſe Innovations were taken away by 
Parliament. | 

The Subſidy granted this Parliament, according to 
Fabian, was two Tenths and a Half, two Aids and two 
Fifteenths, in order to raiſe the Sum of 120,000 J. for 
the Scots War. The King borrowed alſo of the City of 
London 40001. but Hall and Hollingſbead both ſay, That 
tho” this Subſidy, now granted, was not great, yet the 
common People grudged much to pay it, always hating 
ſuch Taxes and 1 | 

The French Jeſuit remarks, That Henry loved Mo- 
ney ſo well, that he made a Trade of both Peace and 

ar to gain it ; ſelling the former to Strangers, and the 
latter to his own Subjects. Under this Precaution, adds 


this Author, the Englifb Nation, the leaſt tractable of 


all Nations in paying Taxes to their Kings, are always 
on their Guard againſt him when he goes upon that 
Article ®. And, indeed, no ſooner this Subſidy began 
to be levied in Cornwall, but the Corniſh Men roſe in an 


A Rebellion in actual Rebellion againſt it, under the Leading of one 
Cornwall. : 


Flammock, a Lawyer, and one Michael Foſeph, a Black- 
ſmith. "Theſe Captains marched their Followers to- 
wards Kent, and at Melli were joined by James Touchet, 
Lord Audley ; who, to the great Joy of the Inſurgents, 
accepted of the ſole Command over them. From Helles 
they marched to Blackheath, where the King's Forces 
met and defeated them without much Trouble ; the 
Lord Audley and the other Leaders were taken Priſoners, 
and ſoon after executed. | 

Not long after the Concluſion of the laſt Parliament, 
Perkin's Affairs came to a Criſis; and, after many Strug- 
gles to ſubvert the preſent Government, he was taken 
at laſt, and committed Priſoner to the Tower; from 
whence, not long after, he was drawn to Tyburn, and 


Perkin executed. there executed. But tho' this Execution may be ſaid to 


be juſt enough, another followed ſoon after, which muſt 
carry an eternal Stain of Infamy, £dward Plantagenet, 
| Son 

h Le Peuple Anglois, le moins decile de tout le Penples a payer des Sub- 


Ades a ſes Rois. etoir toujours en Garde contre luy quand it sit de cer 
Article. Hiſtoice de Revol. d' Angleterre, par Pere Orleans, Tons. It, 


p. 336. 
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Son to George Duke of Clarence, who had been a Pri- King Henry VII- 
loner almoſt from his Cradle, was now thought proper om 
to be ſacrificed to the Policy of the "Times Tax A Marr — 1 
riage was then tranſacting between Prince Arthur, King Death, 
Henry's eldeſt Son, and the Princeſs Katherine, Daughter 
to Ferdinand and Iſabella, King and Queen of Spain. 
The Spaniſh Court objected to the Match, becauſe Henry's 
Title might be yet diſputed whilſt a Male Heir of the 
Houſe of Jer“ was {till living. Henry ſoon removed 
that Obſtacle; and, on a feigned Accuſation, had the 
poor Prince arraigned and executed. But, though the 
Marriage took Place upon this, yet it proved a very un- ——— 1 
happy one to the Princeſs. Prince Arthur died, as is * matte. 
ſaid, before Conſummation ; and the Princeſs being af- 
terward married to Henry the King's ſecond Son, was, 
after twenty Years Cohabitation, divorced from him, 
On the Declaration of which the unhappy Queen uſed 
this remarkable Expreſſion, That fhe had not offended ; 
but that it was a Fudgment of God, for that her former 
Marriage was made in Blood. 
The laſt Inſurrection of Perkin, by only perſonating 
Richard Duke of York, ſhews how long the Claims of 
the two Houſes of York and Lancaſter had tore this Na- 
tion almoſt to Pieces: It may be ſaid to have com- 
menced at the Beginning of the laſt Century, and con- 
tinued, by Intervals, to the End of it. Of ſuch fatal 
Conſequences to Kingdoms are diſputed Titles and Suc- 
ceſſions, ſays a French Author; other Evils may be re- 
dreſſed or forgot in a ſhort Time; but the Evil of this 
laſts for Ages ©, 


But now Henry, being freed from all his Enemies, ſet [ 444 ] 
himſelf earneſtly to indulge his favourite Paſſion of Ava- * 
rice; and, to that End, made Uſe of very ſcandalous 
Ways and Means ; of which the Noble Hiſtorian is full 
of Inſtances; But it was not till ſeven Years after the 
laſt, that he thought fit to ſummon another Parliament; 

a larger Space of Time from calling thoſe Aſſemblies 
than we have met with in many preceding Reigns. The 
Summons to this Parliament is not on Record, or at 

F f. 3 leaſt 

i Hall writes, That this poor Prince was kept cloſe Priſoner, almoſt 
from the Sight of Men, but eſpecially of Birds and Beaſts, inſomuch that 


he could not tell a Gooſe from a Capon. An. 15 Hen, VII. Fol. 1. 
* Ce ie de Margarettę D' Anjou, Reine d' Angleterre, par Baudier. 
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King Henry VII. Jeaft is not in Dugdale; but our Statute- Books inform 
ns > that it met on the 16th of January, in the 19th Year 
1505. of this Reign. 

The King's Pretence in afſembling this Parliament, 
was the Neceſſity of reviving certain Statutes and making 
ſome new ones: But the real Motive was to demand 
a Subudy for his eldeſt Daughter's Dowry, juſt then 
married to the King of Scots. The Cuſtom of demand- 
ing Money on ſuch Occaſions, ſays Rapia!, was too 
advantageous to this King to ſuffer it to be aboliſhed, 
The new Queen's Portion was but 30.000 Nobles ; but 
the Subſidy granted may be well thought more conſider- 
able, beſides a handſome Preſent made by the Clergy 
on the ſame Account; fo that inſtead of emptying his 
Coffers, by the Marriage of his Daughter, he filled them 
the fuller for it. 

Old Fabian, whoſe Chronicle ends in the laſt Year 
of this King, informs us that it was not a Subſidy, but 
only an Aid of 36, ooo /. that was granted; though he 
does not tell us whether it was on the Marriage of the 
Princeſs or not. : 

Lord Bacon begins his Account of the Proceedings in 
this Parliament with obſerving, * That a Man may 
eaſily gueſs how abſolute the King took himſelf to be 
Emuny Dvv- with his Parliament, when his Creature Dudley, that 
4 aan BM was ſo odious to the Public, was made Speaker of the 

" Houſe of Commons. He tells us, That there were not 

L 445 ] any memorable Statutes made in it relating to public 

Government; and thoſe that were paſſed, had ſtill a 
Stamp of the King's Wiſdom and Policy ; that is, of 
his Craft and Avarice, The Noble Hiſtorian hath gi- 
ven us ſo full a View of this King's unjuſt Exactions, 
drawn up in a very few Words, at the End of his Ac- 
count of the Acts made in this Parliament, that it can- 
not be unacceptable to our Readers. : 

Laws enafted, There was a Statute made for the diſannulling of all 
Patents of Leaſe or Grant, to ſuch as came not upon 
lawful Summons, to ſerve the King in his Wars againſt 
his Enemies or Rebels, or that ſhould depart without 
the King's Licence; with an Exception of certain Pec- 
ſons of the Long Robe: Providing nevertheleſs, that 
they ſhould have the King's Wages, from their 1 

| ti 


1 Folio Edition, p. 687. 
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till their Return Home again. There had been the like King Henry VIE 


made before for Offices, and by this Statute it was ex- 
tended to Lands. But a Man may eaſily ſee by many 
Statutes made in this King's Time, that the Kin 
thought it ſafeſt to aſſiſt Martial Law by Law of Parlia- 
ment. 

Another Statute was made, prohibiting the bring- 
ing in of Manufactures of Silk wrought by itſelf, or 
mixed with any other Thread: But it was not of Stuffs 


of whole Piece, (for that the Realm had of them no 


Manufacture in Uſe at that Time) but of knit Silk, or 
Texture of Silk ; as Ribbands, Laces, Cawls, Points, 
Girdles, &c. which the People of England could then 
well ſkill to make, This Law pointed at a true 
Principle; that where foreign Materials are but Super- 
Auities, foreign ManufaCtures ſhould be prohibited; for 
that will either baniſh the Superfluity or gain the Ma- 
nufactute. 

There was a Law alſo of Reſumption of Patents of 
Goals, and the re · annexing of them to the Sheriffwicks; 
privileged Officers being no leſs an Interruption of Ju- 
ſtice than privileged Places. 

© There was likewiſe a Law to reſtrain the Bye-Laws 
or Ordinances of Corporations, which many Times were 
againſt the Prerogative of the King, the Common Law 


of the Realm, and the Liberty of the Subject, being 


Fraternities in Evil: It was therefore provided, That 
they ſhould not be put in Execution, without the Allow- 
ance of the Chancellor, Treaſurer, and the two Chief 
Juſtices, or three of them, or of the two Juſtices of 
Circuit where the Corporation was. 

Another Law was, in Effect, to bring in the Silver 
of the Realm to the Mint, in making all clipped, dimi- 
nifhed, or impaired Coins of Silver *, not to be current 
in Payments, without giving any Remedy of Weight, 
but with an Exception only of a reaſonable Wearing, 
which was as nothing in reſpect of the Uncertainty ; 
and fo, upon the Matter, to ſet the Mint on Work, and 
to give Way to new Coins of Silver, which ſhould be 
then minted, | 

© There was likewiſe a long Statute againſt Vaga- 
þonds, wherein two Things may be noted; the one, the 

Diſlike 
N Groats, Hal Groats, and Shillings with Half Faces. Fab. 
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King Henry VII. Diſlike the Parliament had of Goaling of them, as that 
which was chargeable, peſterous, and of no open Ex- 
ample ; the other, that, in the Statutes of this King's 
Time, (for this of the 19th Year is not the only Statute 
of that Kind) there are ever coupled the Puniſhment of 
Vagabonds, and the forbidding of Dice and Cards, and 

unlawful Games, unto Servants and mean People, and 
the putting down and ſuppreſſing of Alehouſes, as Strings 
of one Root together, and as if the one were unprofit- 
able without the other. . 
As for Riot and Retainers, there paſſed ſcarce any 
L 447 ] Parliament in this Time without a Law againſt them, 
the King ever having an Eye to Might and Multitude. 
There was granted alſo, in that Parliament, a Sub- 
ſidy both for the Temporality and the Clergy : And 

A Subſidy and a Yet nevertheleſs, e'er the Year expired, there went out 

Benevolence. Commiſſions for a general Benevolence, though there 
were no Wars, no Fears. The ſame Year the City 
gave 5000 Marks for Confirmation of their Liberties ; 
a Thing fitter for the Beginnings of Kings' Reigns, 
than the Latter Ends. Neither_was it a ſmall Matter 
that the Mint gained upon the late Statute, by the Re- 
coinage of Groats and Half-Groats, now T welvepences 
and Sixpences. As for Empſon and Dudley's Mills, they 
did grind more than ever; ſo that it was a ſtrange 
Thing to fee what Golden Showers poured down upon 
the King's Treaſury at once. The laft Payments of 

the Marriage-Money from Spain; the Subſidy ; the 
Benevolence; the Re- coinage; the Redemption of the 
City's Liberties; the Caſualties. And this is the more 
to be marvelled at, becauſe the King had then no Oc- 
caſions at all of Wars or Troubles. He had now but 
one Son and one Daughter unbeſtowed; he was wiſe; 
he was of an high Mind; he needed not to make Riches 
n his Glory: He did excell in ſo many Things elſe; ſave 
_ excefive that certainly Avarice doth ever find in itſelf Matter of 
f Ambition. Belike he thought to leave his Son ſuch a 
Kingdom, and ſuch a Mass of Treaſure, as he might 

chuſe his Greatneſs where he would ®, 

| This was the laſt Parliament called in the Reign of 

His Death and Henry VII. who lived not three Years after the Diſſolu- 

. tion of it. He died at Ricbmond, in Surrey, April 22, 

| 1508. 
m Lord Bacon. 
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1508, in the 52d Year of his Age, and the 239 of his 
Reign. 

The French Jeſuit, before quoted, having drawn up 
this Prince's Character in a very ſublime and cop045 


Manner, we are perſuaded that a tranſlated &/t12k ot 


it cannot be improper to conclude this Reign 

After mentioning his exceſſive Avarice in the Accu- 
mulation of Riches, by Means of his two chief Sollici- 
tors, Empſon and Dudley, he adds, That, notwith- 
« ſtanding this, Henry was a great Prince, of a ſuperior 
© and ſolid Senſe, of approved Valour, profound Poli- 
© tics, and of great Application to public Affairs; 
making War with Conduct, without loving of it; and 
affecting Peace without ſeeming to demand it. Lively 
and active, but always circumſpect; knowing better 
than any other Prince the real and ſolid Intereſt of his 
State, and the Alliances agreeable to it No King 
of England ever knew better the Secret how to make 
© the Royal Prerogative and the People's Privileges con- 
$ ſonant to each other; nor the Temper he ought to 
keep to be Maſter of the Parliament, without ſeeming 


© to force a Compliance from them. He had neither 


Favourites nor Miſtreſſes; paid all due Reſpect to his 
Mother, loved his Wife, and educated his Children 
well; but never let his Family concern themſelves 
with the State. In the Command of his Armies, and 
the Management of public Affairs, he always employ- 
ed Men of Quality, rather than other Men; but he 
ever preferred the ableſt and molt deſerving of them. 
In ſhort, he did Abundance for a Prince that paſſed 
from Exile to a Throne; who had found the King- 
* dom torn to Pieces, as it were, by a long and blood 
Civil War, carried on by two great Factions, and to 
leave jt peaceable throughout. To begin a new Royal 
Family, and in the Perſon of his ſecond Son, Henry, 
* who, aſter the Death of Arthur, was Prince of Hales, 
to leave a Succeſſor every Way agreeable to all his 
Subjects; his eldeſt Daughter, Margaret, married to 
* the King of Scots; and his youngeſt, Mary, betroth- 


*ed to the then Archduke of Auflria, whom, at that 


Time, ſo many Kings regarded.” 


TAXES. 


Hi. de Revol. d Ang. par Pere D'Orleans, Tom. II. p. 347. Sc, 
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N his third Year a large Supply was granted him for 
a War with France; but the Value of it uncertain. 

In his 7th Year a Benevolence was granted by Par. 
liament for the ſame Purpoſe. | 

In his 11th Year the remaining Arrears thereof were 
collected to the full. 4 
The next Year he had a Sub dy of 120,000 /. be- 
ſides two Fifteenths. | 

In his 19th Year he had an Aid of 36,0007. for the 
Dowry of his eldeſt Daughter, then married to the King 
of Scots. 

And in the ſame Year a Subſidy in Parliament, both 
from the Temporality and Clergy ; nevertheleſs he iſſued 
put Commiſſions for raiſing a general Benevolence. 


The Price of Pxovisloxs in the Reign of Henry VII. 


Eaer }-: N 1485 Wheat fold at 35. per Buſhel, and Bay Salt 


the ſame Price. Hay 5 5. per Load. 

In 1489 Oats at 25s. per Quarter. 

In 1491 Wheat 145. 8 d. per Quarter. 

In 1493 Oats at 2s. and Beans 3s. 4 d. per Quarter, 

In 1494 Wheat ſold for only 45. per Quarter, and 
the next Year only 3s. 4 d. but in 1497 it roſe to 205. 

In 1498 Hay. fold from 8s. 24. to 105. and 125. 
per Load. 4 | 

The next Year Wheat (old for 1 /. 45. per Quarter; 
and 1504 for 55s. 8 d. per Buſhel. 

The next Year a Load of Hay ſold for 65. and Oats 
35. per Quarter. | 

In 1506 Oats 2 s. and Beans 3s. 8 d. per Quarter; 
next Year about the ſame Price. 

And in 1508 Oats ſold for 15, 10 d. per Quarter. 


* 
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